
 San Diego Police Department Officer-Involved Shootings Matrix   
 

Under California  law, peace officers  may use deadly force to protect themselves from  the threat of death or great bodily harm and to use 
reasonable  force in making an arrest.  In accordance with Penal Code Section 196, peace officers may use deadly force in the course of their 
duties under circumstances not available to members  of the general public.  Irrespective of any laws applicable to situations  where peace 
officers  use deadly force in accomplishing their  duties, the law of self defense is available to any person. Homicide is justifiable in accordance 
with Penal Code 197 when resisting any attempt by a person to commit  great bodily injury  on or kill any person. 

SDPD DP 1.04 USE OF FORCE 

SCENE OF OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTINGS 

• HOMICIDE UNIT 
• INTERNAL AFFAIRS 
• DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

SDPD DP - 1.10 OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTINGS. 

 
1. HOMICIDE UNIT 

• CONDUCTS CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION 
• 3 DAY PRESENTATION TO DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, FBI CIVIL 

RIGHTS DIVISION, AND U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE 
• FORWARDS TO THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY, INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND 

CITY ATTORNEY. 

SDPD DP - 1. 10 OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTINGS 
HOMICIDE UNIT OPERATIONS MANUAL. 

 
2. DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

• CONDUCTS AN INDEPENDENT CRIMINAL REVIEW OF INCIDENT. 
• ISSUES WRITTEN FINDINGS. 

HOMICIDE UNIT OPERATIONS MANUAL. 

 
3. INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

• CONDUCTS AN INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATIVE INVESTIGATION TO 
DETEMINE IF POLICES AND PROCEDURES WERE FOLLOWED. 

SDPD DP - 1. 10 OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTINGS. 

 
4. CITIZENS REVIEW BOARD (CRB) 

• CONDUCTS AN INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW TO 
DETEMINE IF POLICES AND PROCEDURES WERE FOLLOWED. 

SDPD DP - 1. 10 OFFICER-INVOLVED SHOOTINGS. 

 
5. SHOOTING REVIEW BOARD (SRB) 

• CONDUCTS REVIEW FOR TACTICS AND TRAINING 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS OPS MANUAL - SHOOTING REVIEW 
BOARD PROCEDURES.


