
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 


REPORT 
To The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

DATE: July 10, 2000 REPORT NO.: 00-05 

SUB~IECT: SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR BALLOT MEASURES FOR NOVEMBER 7,2000 

THIS IS AN INFORMATON REPORT. ACTION MAY BE REQUIRED DEPENDENT UPON THE 
COUNCIL'S WISHES. 

As you consider the placement of measures on the ballot for this November's general election, you may 
also wish to consider thefollowing points: 

1) you maydirect the City Attorney to prepare an impartial analysis of any measures 
for inclu~ion in the sample ballot pamphlet, 

2) you maydirect the City Manager to prepare a fiscal impact analysis of the proposed 
legislativa act; and 

3) you mayassign authorship of the ballot argument to one or more Councilmembers. 

Each of these points is discussed below. 

PROVISION FOR IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS 

Division 5 of the San Diego Municipal Code allows in part that upon Council direction, the City Attorney 
shall prepare an impartia analysis of a ballot measure including the effect of the measure on existing law. 
(Should the measure affect the organization or salaries of the City Attorney's office, Council may direct an 
appropriate official to pre~are the analysis.) The analysis, limited to 500 words in length, would be 
printed in the sample balbt pamphlet preceding the arguments for and against the measure. 

For the November electicn, impartial analyses must be delivered to the Registrar of Voters no later than 
AL1gust 21, 2000, for incllsion in the sample ballot pamphlet. Should the Council wish the Attorney to 
prepare an impartial anal{sis, the Clerk recommends that such direction be given at the same time as 
the Council acts to place the measure on the November ballot. 
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.P~OVISION FOR EIS.CAL IMPACT ANt\LYSI~ 

Div{sion;5 ot the San Diego Municipal Code further slows in part that upon Councii direction, tne City 
Manager shall Drepare a fiscal impaot ~"Ialysjs of a proposed legis alive act The anaysis she! jnc ude 
an estimate of the amount of any increase or deeroaso In revenues or costs to the City, or an opinion as 
to whether or not significant change in City finances would resurt it the prO;:losed measure is adopted, 
The 8M lysIs , Umitad to 500 words;n length, would be printed in lhe sample ballot pamphlet preceding the 
arguments tor and against !he measure. 

FCJr Ihe November sieclion, fiscar impact analyses mlJsl be deli\'ered 10 the Registrar otVDters nD iatsr 
Ihan AuguSl2~, 2000, for induslon in the sample bailol pamphlet Should the COilncli wish the City 
Manager to prepare a fiscal impact ana:ysis, the Clerk racommends that such direction be given at the 
S3m& time as the Council acts to place Ihe measure on the November ballot. 

Division 5 of tile San Diego lVunicipal Code provides guidelines for baliot arguments concernrna Cit)' 
measures, For measures approved for submlttiell (a the qualified voters of jhe City a( (he NOVember 
election, the City Clerk has fixed 5;00 p,m, on thursday. August 24, 2000. as the date after which no 
arguments for or against CIty measures may be submitted, 

Arguments arc limited to 300 words. If more than one argument is submitted for or against any measure, 
Ihe City Clerk selects the argument to be printed In tha sample ballot pamphlet by priority of authorship as 
follows: 

(a) the City Council; or mamber{s) af the Council. authorlzed by the CounCil; 
(b) 1he indiVidual voter, or bona fide association of citizens, or combination of voters and 

associations, who are the bona fiCl~ sponsors or proponents of fils measure; 
(e) bona fde associations of citizens; 
(d) Individual \ioters who are eligible 10 vole 011 the measure. 

Counciimernhers must lie considered 3S jnd:vicua~ voters un1C1ss designated by Council action to spoak 
(or rhe lsgfsll5tJve body. ShDuld lhe Council WIsh to au.tt:oriZQ one or morf;t CQuncilmemllers to draft and 
sign an argument, the Clerk recommends lM( SUCh flUU1.Jflzation be given at the same time as thB 
Council acts to pjace (he measure on the Novamberbs!lot 

Argumsnts muitl be accompanied by 1M name or nam.6S oflhe parson Qr persons submitting tflam, or if 
submitted 01'1 bahat of an orgao'zallon, I~e nama of 'he organization an!:! '''6 nama of at least O.1e of its 
principal oH"lCent 

No more them five (5, sigl'JatLJres shall appear with any argument In C~$(I any argumenj is signed by 
more than five (5) persons, the signatures of the first five (5) will be printed in the sample batlot pamphet. 
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CONCLUSION 

As the Council considers the placement of ballot measures on the ballot of November 7, 2000, it may also 
wish to consider (1) directing the City Attorney to prepare an impartial analysis of one or more measures; 
(2) directing the City Manager to prepare a fiscal impact analysis of the proposed legislative act(5); and 
(3) designating one or more Councilmembers to draft and sign ballot arguments. 

Providing for impartial analyses, fiscal impact analyses, and designating argument authors should be 
accomplished at the same time as the Council acts to place a measure on the November ballot. 

Sincerely. 

Charles G. Abdelnour 
City Clerk 

cc; 	 City AHorney 
City Manager 


