
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

REPORT 
To The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

DATE: July 22, 2000 REPORT NO.: 00-04(Rev.) 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED AI\IIENDMENTS TO THE SAN DIEGO CAI\IIP AIGN 
CONTROL ORDINANCE 

ISSUE 

During the past several years, the City Clerk has recognized the need to review and 
update the City's election code, Chapter II, Article 7 of the San Diego Municipal Code. The 
election code includes Division 29, the Campaign Control Ordinance, which was last reviewed 
and amended in 1994. At the City Council meeting of November 22, 1999, after reviewing 
and rejecting substantive amendments to the Campaign Control Ordinance, th e City Clerk was 
directed to come back to the Council after the March election with housekeeping amendments 
to the ordinance. The Council also directed the creation of a Campaign Review Task Force, 
which is being addressed by the Rules Committee. 

The Clerk has identified a number of areas where the Campaign Control Ordinance 
could be improved by addressing (a) changes in state law which impact local I aw; 
(b) processes that are not articulated in the code, or are not clearly articulated; and 
(c) problems in administration of the code. The Clerk's proposed update to th e Campaign 
Control Ordinance will result in minimal change to its original intent, while appreciably 
simplifying its processes and clarifying its language. 

CLERK'S RECOMMENDATION 

Support the proposed amendments to the Campaign Control Ordinance and provide 
additional direction to the Clerk if desired. 

DISCUSSION 

Following direction given to the Clerk during the City Council meeting of November 22, 
1999, and with input provided by interested parties, the Clerk is proposing a number of 
housekeeping amendments to the Campaign Control Ordinance, to enable candidates and 
campaign treasurers to comply more easily with the ordinance while maintaining the strength 
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of the original language. The more noteworthy of these housekeeping proposals are 
discussed below. 

AMENDMENTS RELA TED TO COMMITTEES 

Suggested changes would raise the threshold for "committee" status from $500 to 
$1,000, thus making the Campaign Control Ordinance consistent with state law and eliminating 
repetitive filing requirements. 

AMENDMENTS RELA TED TO CONTRIBUTIONS 

Suggested changes would make the Campaign Control Ordinance consistent with state 
law in that payments made by the occupant of a home or office, for costs related to any 
meeting or fund-raising event held in his or her home or office, are not conside red to be a 
"contribution" provided that the total cost for the meeting or event is $500 or less. Presently, if 
such an event were held for the purpose of obtaining contributions to a candidate or 
committee, it would be considered a "contribution" and subject to the $250 contribution limit for 
candidate campaigns. 

Additionally, suggested changes would provide a specific time-frame fo r a campaign 
treasurer to: 

(a) deposit a contribution into the campaign's bank account (extended f rom ten 
business days to 20 business days); 

(b) request all required information regarding a contributor, if that information was not 
provided at the time the contribution was made (ten days, compared with the present 
requirement that no contribution may be deposited if any of the required information is 
not provided at the time the contribution is made); 

(c) return a contribution to its contributor (extended from 15 business days to 25 
business days after receipt of the contribution); and 

(d) report to the City Clerk a contribution which has been deposited in violation of the 
Campaign Control Ordinance (extended from five days to ten days from the date the 
violation was discovered). 

AMENDMENTS RELA TED TO LOANS 

Suggested changes would: 

(1) make any loan a contribution, with the exception of (a) a loan made under 
circumstances which make it clear the loan was not made for political purposes; and (b) a loan 
received from a commercial lending institution in the ordinary course of business. Any loan not 
covered by these two exceptions would be considered a contribution; and thus subject to 
contribution limits; 

(2) enable the candidate or committee to disclose loans in the same timE and manner 
as required by state law; and 
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(3) clarify that a candidate who loans personal funds to his or her committee may 
charge a rate of interest comparable to or less than that which would be charged by 
commercial lending institutions, or may choose to charge no interest whatsoever. 

AMENDMENTS RELA TED TO EXPENDITURES 

Suggested changes would clarify how to determine the date of an expenditure; and 
how and when expenditures, including accrued expenses, must be disclosed. Disclosure is 
consistent with state law. Additionally, the amount allowed in a petty cash fund has been 
increased from $40 to $100 per week. 

MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS 

Amendments were made to some sections solely for the purpose of clarifying 
language, making style changes, or correcting references. [)efinitions were added, deleted or 
clarified so that those who refer to the Campaign Control Ordinance might better understand 
its language. 

Section 27.2925(f) has been deleted, as it may be read to require that multi-purpose 
committees physically segregate contributions and expendit ures related to City candidates 
from all other contributions and expenditures. Such contrib utions and expenditures are 
already reported separately, and there is no need to physically separate them from other 
contributions and expenditures. 

Added langUqge makes lawful uses of campaign fun ds consistent with state law. 

Because severability is covered elsewhere in the Mu nicipal Code, the severability 
clause has been deleted as superfluous. 

SUMMARY 

In summary, the City Clerk is proposing a variety of amendments to the City's Campaign 
Control Ordinance. The amendments are primarily housekeeping in nature. 

Should you have questions, please contact Deputy Director Joyce Lane at ext. 34024. 

Sincerely, 

Charles G. Abdelnour 
City Clerk 

Attachment 

cc:  City Attorney 
City Manager 

Page 3 of 3 



CHAPTER 2 ~ Government 
ARTICLE 7 ~ Election Code 

DIVISION 29 - San Diego Municipal Election Campaign Control Ordinance 

SECTION 27.2901 - Purpose and Intent 

DRAFT tV2d1DO 

Inherent to the high cost of election campaigning is the problem of improper influence, real Of 

potential, exercised by eampaign cont,ibtttions over elected officials. It is the purpose and intent of 
the City Council of the City of San Diego in enacting this division to preserve an orderly political 
forum in which individuals may express themselves effectively; to place realistic and enforceable 
limits on the amounts 0: money that may be contributed to political campaigns in municipal 
elections; to prohibit contributions by organizations in order to develop a broader base of political 
efficacy within the comnunity; to limit the use of loans and credit in the financing of municipal 
election carnpaigns; ere to provide full and fair enforcement of all the provisions of this division~ 
and to avoid the corrup1ion or the appearance of corruption brpught about when candidates for 
elective office accept laoge campaign contributions. This division is enacted in accordance with the 
terms of Section 5 of Article XI of the Constitution of the State of California and Articles II and III of 
the Charter of The Cityof San Diego. The provisions of Section 27.~ 0102 of this article shall 
not apply to this dlvisior. 

SECTION 27.2902 - Ci1ation 

This division shall be died as the San Diego Municipal Election Campaign Control Ordinance. 

SECTION 27.2903 - Definitions 

Whenever in this division the following words or phrases are used in this division, they mean: 

"Agenf' means a person who acts on behalf of any other person. 

faT"8roadcast station" means any person who engages in the dissemination of radio 
communication as defined in the Federal Communications Act of 1934, including any cable 
television system franchised or otherwise licensed by the City. 

(b) "C8I1didate" means any individual who 
(1) is listed on the ballot for elective City office; Of 

(2) has begun to circulate nominating petitions Of authorized others to do so on his or 
her behalf for nomination for or election to a City office; or 

(3) has received a contribution Of made an expendittli"e Of authorized another peTson to 
~ution Dr make an expendittu'e ' ..... ith the intent to bring about his Of her nomination 
for or eJecffoo to any City office; or 

(4) is a City office holder who becomes the subject of a reeall e,'ectiofl. For purposes 
ef-Seetion 27.2903(b) (-'), a City office heider "becomes the subject of a recall election" on the 
date a notiee-ef intentiofl to circulate a recall petition is published-pursuant to San Diego Municipal 
Code section 27.2704. 

"Candidate" has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.0103. That is. 
"Candidate" means an) individual who 

(a) is listed on the ballot for elective City office: or 
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(b) has begun to circulate nominating petitions or authorized others to do so on his or her 
behalf for nomination for or election to a City office: or 

(cl has received a contributionor made an expenditure or authorized another person to 
receive a contribution or make an expenditure with the intent to bring about his or her nomination 
for or election to any City office: or 

(d) is a City office holder who becomes the subject of a recall election. A City office holder 
"becomes the subject of a recall election" on the date a notice of intention to circulate a recall 
petition is published pursuant to the recall provisions of this article. 

"CitY' means the City of San Diego. 

(e) "Clty office" means the offices of Mayor, CotmcUmember, and C/tyAttorney of the City 
of San Diego. 

"City-wide General Election" has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 
27.0103. 

"City-wide Primary Election" has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 
27.0103. 

"Clerk" has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.0103. 

f6t"Committee" means any petson or combination of persons who for poNties! pUl"poses 
ooeeJ:+y or indirectly: (1) Receives contributions totaling five hundred dollars ($500) or more in a 
calendar year; or (2) Makes expenditures totaling five hundred dollais ($500) or more in a calendar 
year. has the same meaning as that set forth in California Government Code Section 82013{a) 
through (b). 

"Compensation" means any economic consideration for services rendered. This includes 
reimbursement for exgenses. 

fe7 "Contribution" 
(f s:!) "Contribution" includes: 
(i 1) any payment, as defined in Section 27.2903 (47; or 
(it 2) any loan, forgiveness of a loan, payment of a loan by a third party, or any enforceable 

promise to make a payment, except to the extent that full and adequate consideration is received, 
unless it is clear from the surrounding Circumstances that it is not made for political purposes; or 
unless the loan is received from a commercial lending institution in the ordinary course of business. 

(Hi J) forgiveness of a debt or ot,her obligation to pay for goods or services rendered, or 
reduction of the amount of a debt or other obligation to pay for goods or services rendered resulting 
from a settlement of a claim disputed by the candidate or committee, unless it is clear from the 
circumstances that the amount of the reduction was reasonably based on a good faith dispute; or 

(w 1) any expenditure made at the behest of a candidate; QLcommittee or elected elective 
officer, unless full and adequate consideration is received for making the expenditure; or 

(v Q) any purchase of tickets for events such as dinners, luncheons, rallies and similar 
fundraising events; or 

(1ft §) a Ggandidate's own money or property used on behalf of his or her candidacy; or 
(vii Z) any granting of discounts or rebates not extended to the public generally, or any granting 

of discounts or rebates by television and radio stations and newspapers not extended on an equal 
basis to all candidates for the same office; or 

(Iftti .§) any payment of compensation by any person for the personal services or 
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expenses of any other person if such services are rendered or expenses incurred on behalf of a 
candidate or committee without payment of full and adequate consideration; or 

(~ 9) any transfer of anything of value by a committee to another committee, 
unless full and adequate consideration is paid. 

(~ 12) "Contribution" does not include: 
(t 1) the transfer of anything of value if the transfer is made pursuant to an enforceable 

promise, to the extent that the amounts have been previously reported as a contribution; or 
(H2) the cost of an event held in a home or office for costs related to any meeting or 

fundraising event ~or or behalf of a candidate or committee when the total cost of the 
event is no more than five hundred dollars (S500) and the event is not held for the purpose of 
obtaining eOf'ltr-lbutiof'ls to-the-eendidate or committee; or 

(itt ~) any payment made by an individual for the individual's own travel expenses if the 
payment is made voluntarily and without an understanding or agreement that they shall be directly 
or indirectly repaid to the individual; or 

(tv~) any independent expenditure; or 
(v §) the rendering of volunteer personal services. 

fB "Control/ed committee" means any committee controlled directly or indirectly by a 
candidate or which acts jointly with a candidate or control/ed committee in connection with the 
making of expenditures. A candidate controls a committee if the candidate, the candidate's 
agent or any other committee controlled by the candidate has a significant influence on the 
actions or decisions of the committee. 

"Councif' has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.0103. 

"District General Election" has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.0103. 

"Qistrict Primary Election" has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.0103. 

fs1 "Election" has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.0103. but does not 
include elections of the San Diego Unified School District. means any primary, general or specia} 
election held in the City of &eft-8ie~-trlCluding any initiative, referendum or recall election. 
Primary, general anci-spee-itlf.elee-tk>ns are separate eJe.c.tiems-for purposes of this Division. 

(8) For the purpose of this division, a District or City-wide Primary Election. a District or 
City-wide General Election, and a special election are single and separate elections. 

"Elective Office" has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.0103. but does 
not include the office of a member of the governing board of the San Diego Unified School District. 

tft7 "Enforcement Authorityl'-means the City Attorney or other special prosecutor designated 
by rcsoluti0ft-Of the City-Cctffleil. Nothing in this Division limits the authority of any law 
enforcement agency Of prosecuhng attorney to enforce the provisions of this Division under any 
circumstaflces where the law enforcement agency or prosecuting attorney othervv'ise has lawful 
authority to do sO'; has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.0103. 

tt1 "Expenditure" means a payment, a forgiveness of a loan, a payment of a loan by a third 
party, or an enforceable promise to make a payment, unless it is clear from the circumstances that 
it is not made for political purposes. An expenditure is made on the date the payment is made or 
on the date consideration, if any, is received, whichever is earlier. 
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"Gift' has the same meaning as that set forth in California Government Code Section 82028. 

ffi-"Independent expenditure" means any expenditure made by any person in connection 
with a communication which: ..', . 

(4 §.) expressly supports or opposes the nomination, election, defeat or recall of a clearly 
identified candidate; or 

(~ .12) expressly supports or opposes the qualification for the ballot, adoption or defeat of 
a clearly identified measure; or 

(3 g) taken as a whole and in context, unambiguously urges a particular result in a City 
election. 

An expenditure that is made to or at the behest of a candidate or a committee supportin~ 
opposing a meastlre is not an independent expenditure. 

W"Measure" has the same meaning as toat term is defined in Section 27.0103 and does not 
include a recall election. That is, "Measure" means any City Charter amendment or proposition 
which is 

(a) submitted to a popular vote at a City election by action of the City Council; or 
(b) submitted or intended to be submitted to a popular vote at a City election by the procedure 

of initiative or referendum whether or not it qualifies for the ballot. A measure and a proposition are 
synonymous: and means any City Charter amendment or proposition which is: 

(1) submitted to a popular vote at a City e!ectlon by action of the City Counci1; or 
(2) submitted or intended to be submitted to a popular vote at a City efection by the 

procedure of initiative or referendum whether Of not it qualifies for the ballot 
The ternr!!measui"&! does not include a recall election. 

(tT"Paymenf' means any payment, reimbursement, distribution, transfer, loan, advance, 
deposit, gift or other rendering of money, property, services or any other thing of value, whether 
tangible or intangible. 

fm7 "Person" means any individual, proprietorship, firm, partnership, joint venture, syndicate, 
business trust, company, corporation, association, committee, labor union, or any other 
organization or group of persons acting in concert. 

"Petition" has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.0103. 

W "Political purpose" means the purpose of influencing or attempting to influence the action 
of the voters for or against the nomination, election, defeat or recall of any candidate ef holder of 
a City office elective officer, for or against the qualification of a City measure for the ballot, or for 
or against the adoption or defeat of any City measure. 

"Special election" has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.0103, but does 
not include elections of the San Diego Unified School District. 

"Travel expenses" has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.4002. 

~ "Treasurer' or "Committee treasurer' means the individual designated to perform the 
duties of treasurer under Saft-8iego Municipal Code Seefteft Section 27.2912. 
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"Voter' has the same meaning as that term is defined in Section 27.0103. 

W "Vendor' means any person who delivers goods or renders services to a candidate or .. 
committee, unless it is clear from the circumstances that they were not made for political'· . 
purposes. 

SECTION 27.2904 - Candidate and Committee Status; Duration 

@) For purposes of this 9g.ivision, any individual who is a candidate retains the status of 
candidate-;-Bfld any person or combination of persons constituting a committee retains the status 
of committee, until that status is terminated either: 

(a1) pursuant to California Government Code section 84214 and all vendors granting credit 
fef--§oods or services have been paid in full; or 

(b.2) pursuant to Sections 27.2971 (c) or 27.2971(d) of this Municipal Code. 
(b) For purposes of this division. any commjttee retains the status of committee until that 

status is terminated pursuant to California Government Code section 84214. 

SECTION 27.2905 - Recall Elections 

For purposes of this 8ctivision, a recall election begins on the date a notice of intention to 
circulate a recall petition is published pursuant to SOMe section 27.2704 the recall provisions of 
this article; and, a recall election occurs whether voters cast ballots pertaining to the recall or not. 

SECTION 27.2906 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2907 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2908 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2909 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2910 - Reserved for Future Use 

SECTION 27.2911 - Duty to Have Campaign Treasurer 

Every candidate and every committee shall have a 'f-lreasurer. A candidate may designate him: 
or herself as 'f-lreasurer. No persofl other than an Only an individual may be designated as a 
'f-lreasurer. 

SEcrlON 27.2912 - Authority of Treasurer 

No expenditure may be made by or on behalf of a committee without the authorization of the 
'f-lreasurer. No contribution may be accepted or expenditure made by or on behalf of a 
committee at a time when the office of 'f-lreasurer is vacant. 

SECTION 27.2913 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2914 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2915 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2916 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2917 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2918 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2919 - Reserved for Future Use 

5 



SECTION 27.2920 - Reserved for Future Use 

SECTION 27.2921 - Campaign Contribution Checking Account 

(ill Every candicJate and every committee receiving contributions of five hundred dollars 
($500) or more shall establish one campaign contribution checking account at an office of a bank 
or other financial instituton providing checking account services located in the City of San Diego. 

(Ql Upon opening of an account, the name of the bank or other financial institution and 
account number thereofshall be filed with the City Clerk end the enfMcement authority 't'v'ithin 
twenty four (24) heurs on the same forms and in the time and manner required by California 
Government Code Sectbns 81000 et seq. 

(QlUpon opening of an account, all contributions of money or checks, or anything of value 
converted by such candidate or committee to money or a check, made to a candidate, to e 
person an individual on behalf of a candidate, to a committee supporting or opposing a 
candidate or a City me'3sure, or to a person an individual on behalf of a committee supporting or 
opposing a candidate a a City measure shall be placed in the candidate's or committee's 
checking account within ten (10) twenty business days. 

@ No contribu/ion shall be deposited to a campaign contribution checking account 
without the receipt by th~ cBndid~jttee of that Contributions must include the 
information required by Galifornia Government Code Sections 84210 and 84211. concerning the 
contribution to be dep6sited. Any information that has not been provided shall be requested, in 
writing. by the campaigr treasurer within ten business days of receipt of the contribution. No 
contribution shall be deposited to a campaign contribution checking account without the receipt by 
the candidate or committee of that information. 

@} Any contribLtion not deposited within twenty ten (10) business days shall be returned 
to the contributor as soen as possible after the twentieth tenth (10) business day, but no later than 
twenty-five fifteen (15) business days after receipt of the contribution. A candidate and a 
committee formed solefy for the purpese-o-f acting in aid of the nomiftatten or e{ectiofJ of the 
~~in one joint checking account for the candidate and the 
committee-: 

SECTION 27.2922 - Disbursements 

Funds shall be disburse·j from a campaign contribution checking account established pursuant to 
Section 27.2921 hereof only by check signed by the candidate or by the candidate's or 
committee's campaign treasurer or designated agents of the campaign treasurer. E8eh 
candidBte-er-eomm-i~hell maintain a '.vritten record of the payee of each check drawn on a 
campaign cemriht:ttiofl checking account and an itemized record of the goods or serv'iccs for which 
each checl< is issued. 

SECTION 27.2923 - Petty Cash Fund 

Section 27.2922 notwith3tanding, the candidate or cam~ t1'eBsu;<e)"or other deSignated agents 
authorized to issue checks on a campaign contribution checking account may disburse to the 
candidate or committe~ estabftshing the checking account an amount not greater than $20 per 
week to be used for peH1 cash pttrposcs by the-eandidBte Of committee. An amount not greater 

than $40 pcr week may JO disbursed to a cSfldidate and committee jointly estaelishing a 
campaign contribution checking acceunt, to be used-for petty cash purpo3es. 
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A petty cash fund may be established for each campaign bank account under the following 
conditions: 

(a) No more than $100 may be held in the petty cash fund at anyone time. 
(b) No expenditure that totals $100 or more may be made from the petty cash fund. 
(c) Expenditures from a petty cash fund are deemed to be expenditures from the 

campaign bank account. 

SECTION 27.2924· Liquidation of Accounts 

In the event that payment has been made for all goods and services furnished in connection with 
the campaign of a candidate or committee, a campaign contribution checking account may be 
liquidated by paying the remaining balance in the checking account to the candidate or to the 
committee for his or its use in any lawful manner pursuant to California Government Code Sections 
81 000 et seq. 

SECTION 27.2925· Accountability Accounting 

(a) In addition to any other requirements of this 8.d.ivision, every candidate or committee 
establishing a campaign contribution checking account pursuant to this 8givision shall maintain a 
record of each of the following: 

(1) any contribution offered to and refused in whole or in part by the candidate or committee; 
and 

(2) any contribution received by the candidate or committee and returned in whole or in part 
to the contributor; and 

(3) any contribution received by the candidate or committee and deposited in whole or in part 
into the campaign contribution checking account; and 

(4) any disbursement made from the campaign contribution checking account. 
(b) The records required by Section 27.2925(a) shall include, but not be limited to, all of the 

following: 
(1) the name and address of the contributor; and 
(2) the amount of the contribution, and the date on which it was received or offered; and 
(3) if the contribution is made by check, a legible photocopy of the check; and 
(4) if the contribution offered or received consists of cas h, an indication that cash was offered 

or received, and a legible photocopy of the bank deposit slip indicating that the cash contribution 
was deposited into the campaign contribution checking account; and 

(5) legible photocopies or originals of all bank records pertaining to the campaign 
contribution checking account; and 

(6) if a contribution is self funded made by the candidate to his or her own campaign, a 
statement disclosing the source of the funds; and 

(7) if a contribution is of something other than money, a description of what was contributed, a 
reasonable good faith estimate of the monetary value of the contribution, and the basis for the 
estimate; and 

(8) for each disbursement made from or check drawn on the campaign contribution checking 
account, the canceled check, the bank statement showing the disbursement, the name of the payee 
of each check, an itemized record of the goods or services for which each check is issued or 
disbursement made, and legible photocopies or originals of a ny invoices, bills, or other supporting 
documents for which funds were disbursed. 
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(c) The records required by Section 27.2925 (a) and (b) shall be kept by the candidate or 
committee treasurer Establishing the account for a period of four (47 years following the date that 
the campaign statement to which they relate is filed. 

(d) Each candidate and committee shall deliver, on demand, to any public officer having· 
authority to enforce this 9givision a written authorization permitting the officer to have access to all 
records pertaining to th3 campaign contribution checking account. 

(e) Each candidate and committee shall, on demand, make available to any public officer 
having authority to enforce this Bgivision all records required by this 9givision to be maintained by 
the candidate or committee. 

(f) Each committee that also participates in elections otner than City candidate elections 
shall segregate contritutiofls received and expenditur-es made for poJitlcaJ purposes in 
connection wi~ections from all other contributions OF expenditures made. 

SECTION 27.2926 - Gempaign Contribution Trust Account- Establishment Reserved for 
Future Use 
SECTION 27.2927 - e-tmpaign Conffibution Trust Account Disbursements Reserved for 
Future Use 
SECTION 27.2928 - Cfmpaign Confflbt:t-H<m Trust Account Surplus Funds Reserved for 
Future Use 
SECTION 27.2929 - Cempaisn Contribution Trust Account Confidentiality Reserved for 
Future Use 
SECTION 27.2930 - Reserved for Future Use 

SECTION 27.2931 - Ccmpaign Statements and Disclosures 

Each candidate and committee shall file campaign statements in the time and manner required by 
the Political Reform Act of 1974 8S amended ( California Government Code Sections 81000 et seq. 
et seqJ. Compliance with the disclosure requirements of the Political Reform Act of 1974, as 
amended California Go/ernment Code Sections 81000 et seq. is deemed to be compliance with 
this 8§,ection. 

SECTION 27.2932 -GemPfr~Contents Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2933 - Gml"~tertteflt Verificsmm Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2934 - €-t:mpaign Statement -Filing Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2935 - G€mpeign Statement Filing Fee Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2936 - Cempaign Statement Exceptions Declaration Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2937 - Gmtpatgn-Starement Public Inspection and Gopymaking Reserved for 
Future Use 
SECTION 27.2938 - Gmtpaign Statement Retentt<m Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2939 - Reserved for Future Use 

SECTION 27.2940 - Reserved for Future Use Lawful Use of Campaign Funds 

Uses of campaign funds held by any committee formed in accordance with this division shall be 
governed by California '30vernment Code Sections 81000 et seq. 

SECTION 27.2941 • Ccntribution Limits 

(a) It is unlawful for a candidate, committee supporting or opposing a candidate, or individual 
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peg-son acting on behalf of a candidate or committee to solicit or accept from any otber individual 
person a contribution which will cause the total amount contributed by that other individual 
peg-son in support of or opposition to a candidate to exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250) for any 
single election. 

(b) It is unlawful for any individual person to make to any candidate or committee supporting 
or opposing a candidate a contribution that will cause the total amount contributed by that 
individual person in support of or opposition to a candidate to exceed two hundred fifty dollars 
($250) for any single election. 

(c) Nothing in this section is intended to limit the amount of his or her own money or property 
that a candidate may contribute to, including loan to, or expend on behalf of the candidate's own 
campaign. 

(d) For pUFf'oses of Section 27.2941{a) and (b), the term "committee" includes but is not limited 
to a committee that makes inc/epettdent expemJitf:H"eS-: The contribution limits contaioed in 
27.2941(b) apply to the total contributions of an individual to a candidate, whether to the 
candidate's controlled committee or to a committee that makes independent expenditures in 
support of that candidate. 

SECTION 27.2942 - limits on Leans to Candidate91ind Committees Reserved for Future Use 

(a) Except as provided in Section 27.2942(b) and (e), a ctmdidste OF committee may not obtain 
a loan in excess of the monetary limits se~dion 27.2941 from any person for the 
~se of supporting or opposing a csndidate in a Gity e/ecHon. 

(b) Subject to the requirements of Section 27.2943, a cBrn:lidttte may personaHy-bei'few-arty 
amount of money and contribttte that moneyio-fAe-eEmelidate's own campaign. 

(0) A committee may borrow any amoUftt-m-rrnmey-ior the purpose of suppOftffig or opposing 
the qualifieation of a Git)' measure for the ballot, Of adopting OF defeating a City meBsure, so long 
as the committee is organized solely for either of these two purposes, end pursues no other 
J'H:lrpose. 

SECTION 27.2943 - 9tselosure, E'ofidence and Terms and Disclosure of Loans 

La} A candidate who makes a loan to his or her committee from his or her person;;]1 funds is not 
required to charge interest on that loan. but may charge a rate of interest comparable to or less 
than that which wOlJld be charged by a commercial lending institution for loans not made for 
political purposes. 
(b) Every candidate and committee shall disclose loans in the same time and manner required by 
California Government Code Sections 84211,84216 and 84216.5. 

(a) If a candidate OF cemmittee obtains a loan in compliance with Section 27.2942 the 
ee-ndidBte Of committee shaH eomply-wHh-a:f!-eHAe following requirements: 

(1) The candidate or committee sftaH-deeument the loan by-e-written agreemenHhet sets forth 
the lender, loan amount, funding source if di#efCftHrom the lendef;-ffiterest fate, repayment terms, 
asset(s) pledged for the loan, records of payments on the loan including 
legible photocopies of any canceled checks, and any other promises Of conditions peftfiining to the 
loaA; and 

(2) The candidate Of committee shall file with the City' Clerk a legible photocopy of the 
written agreement required by Section 27.2943(a} INHh the within five (5) calendar days oHhe 
execution of the agreement Of the receipt of the loan proceeds, whichever occurs first; afld 

(3) The candidate or commtttee-Uea3urer shall personally sign a promissetyflote fOf the 
amount borrowed and with a specific pBymertt-seftedule and other terms eompareble to that whieh 
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would be imposed by a commercial lending institution for loans not made for politicsl pwposes; 
(4) The candidate Of c(}fflfft/tiee shall agree to repay the loan at a rate of intcrest comparable 

to that which would be charged by a eOfflmercial lending institution fer loans not made fer political 
purposes; 

(5) A candidate shall not pledge security for the loan other than the persofl81 assets of the 
eeftdifJ8te OF the joint assets or community pf'Operty of the caFididate and the candidate's spouse, 
except that other individuals may pledge security for the loan in an amount not to exceed the 
monetary limits set forth in Section 27.2941; and 

(6) A candidate or committee shaH maintain copies of all loan doeuments .. and malte legible 
copies available for inspection in the manner provided if! Section 27.2925. 

(b) Section 27.2943 does not apply to committees that are organized solely for the purpose of 
supporting or opposing the qualification of a City' measure for the ballot or solely for the purpose of 
adopting or defeating a City meastJfe, and that pursue no other purpose. 

SECTION 27.2944 - Payment fe.t"-and Disclosure of Pay:ment for Goods or Services 

(a) An expenditure is made on the date the payment is made or the date that the candidate or 
committee receives the goods or services. whichever is earlier. 

(b) Every candidate and committee shall disclose expenditures in the §lame time and manner 
required by California Government Code Section 84211. An expenditure which has been ircurred 
but not paid during a reportina period shall be disclosed as an accrued expense. 

l0 fa7 Except as provided in Section 27.2945. each candidate or treasurer of a controlled 
committee that supports or opposes a candidate shall pay, or cause to be paid, each vendor 
upon receipt of the vendors goods or services in whole or in part. 

(Q) ~ Except as provided in Section 27.2945, the treasurer of a committee that makes 
independent expenditures in support of or in opposition to a candidate shall pay, or cause to be 
paid, each vendor upon receipt of the vendor's goods or services in whole or in part. 

SECTION 27.2945 - Extensions of Vendor Credit 

(a) Vendors may extend credit to candidates or committees in the ordinary course of business 
in the same manner as extended to persons for other than political purposes. 

(b) For leases or rentals of one f47 month or more, candidates or committees that rent or lease 
real or personal property for political purposes shall pay at least one month's rent in advance of 
taking possession. Thereafter, candidates or committees shall pay rent in advance. 

(c) For leases or rentals of less than one (4) month, candidates or committees that rent or 
lease real or personal property for political purposes shall pay in full in advance. 

(d) A candidate or committee that accepts goods or services for political purposes on credit 
under section 27.2945(a), shall pay for those goods or services in full no later than ninety f9B1 
calendar days after receipt of a bill or invoice and in no event later than ninetYiWTcalendar days 

after the last calendar day of the month in which the goods were delivered or the services were 
rendered. 

SECTION 27.2946 - Continuing Violations 

A candidate or committee treasurer violates Section 27.2945(b), (c) or (d) whenever the 
candidate or committee treasurerfails to pay any rent or for goods or services in full within the 
time periods set forth in Section 27.2945. Each and every calendar day any obligation remains 
partially or wholly unpaid after the time periods set forth in Section 27.2945 constitutes a separate 
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violation. 

SECTION 27.2947 - PJohlbitions and Limits on Contributions From Organizations, . 

(a) It is unlawful fora candidate, committee, committee treasurer or other person acting on 
behalf of a candidate or committee to accept a contribution from any person other than an 
individual. 

(b) It is unlawful fora person other than an individual to make a contribution to any candidate 
or committee, except b a committee that is organized solely for the purpose of supporting or 
opposing the qualificatbn of a City measure for the ballot, or the adoption or defeat of a City 
measure, and the cOlT'mittee pursues no other purpose. 

(c) For purposes of Section 27.2947(a) and (b), the term "committee" includes any committee 
that makes independent expenditures, in addition to any controlled committee. 

(d) Notwithstandin£ Section 27.2947(a), a committee may accept a contribution from any 
person if the committee is organized solely for the purpose of supporting or opposing the 
qualification of a City r;Jeasure for the ballot, or the adoption or defeat of a City measure, and the 
committee pursues no other purpose. 

(e) For purposes of Section 27.2947(b) and (d), a recall election is not an election on a City 
measure. 

SECTION 27.2948 - O~ligation to Return Contributions 

(a) If a candidate,';ommittee, or committee treasurer is offered a contribution the 
acceptance of which w)uld constitute a violation of this 9givision, the candidate, committee or 
committee treasurer shall refuse the offer. 

(b) If a candidate, :;ommittee, or committee treasurer receives a monetary contribution the 
acceptance of which w)uld constitute a violation of this 9givision, neither the candidate, 
committee, nor comrrittee treasurer shall be subject to any penalty for receipt of that 
contribution if the car,didate, committee, or committee treasurer: 

(1) does not deposl the contribution into the campaign contribution checking account; and, 
(2) returns the con:ribution within twenty five (5) calendar business days of the calendar day 

the contribution was received. 
(c) If a candidate, committee, or committee treasurer deposits into the campaign 

contribution checking account a monetary contribution the acceptance of which constitutes a 
violation of this gBivision, the candidate, committee, or committee treasurer shall within ten five 
f57 calendar days of th:l date of the candidate's. committee's or commiHee treasurers discovery 
of the violation repeFt p"ovide in writing to the City Clerk all facts pertaining to the contribution, 
including but not limited to: 

(1) a copy of any check(s), draft(s), or other instrument(s) by which the contribution was 
made; and 

(2) if made in cash, a reDort of the amount and denominations of currency tendered and a 
legible photocopy of the bank deposit slip; and 

(3) if by wire or other electronic fund transfer, a legible printout or photocopy of the 
transaction; and 

(4) a report of the means of tender, delivery or confirmation of the contribution (e.g. U.S. 
Postal Service or priva1e mail, courier service, in person, etc.); and 

{~} If delivered in person by-#le contributor or the contributor's agent, the .§ report-sfiell include 
of the full name; and st'eet address, and telephone number of the contributor or agent. 

(d) The candidate or committee treasurer shall promptly deliver from available funds, if any. 
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an amount equal to any monetary contribution constituting a violation of this g9ivision that ;s 
deposited into the caillpaign contribution checking account to the City Clerk and made payable to 
the City Treasurer. -Ihe City Treasurer shall deposit any contribution or equivalent amount he or 
she receives under Section 27.2948 into the City's General Fund. 

SECTION 27.2949 - Prohibition of Anonymous Contributions 

Total anonymous contributions to a candidate or committee which exceed in the aggregate two 
hundred dollars ($200) with respect to a single election shall not be used by the candidate or 
committee for whom it was intended. To the extent that total anonymous contributions exceed 
two hundred dollars (&200) the excess shall be paid promptly, from available campaign funds, if 
any, to the City Cler~' and made payable to the City Treasurer for deposit in the General Fund of 
the City. 

SECTION 27.2950 - Prohibition of Assumed Name Contributions in the Name of Another 
Individual 

Ne-contributlon sha! be made, directly or indirectly. by' any pen30n or combination of persons 
acting jointly in a naffe other than the name by w'hich they are identified for legal purposes, ner in 
the name of another person or combination of pe;-sons, No person shall make a contribution in 
his Of its name of an~hing belonging to another pej'son Of received from another person on the 
condition that it be used a9 a contribution. 'Nhen it is discovered by the campaign treasurer that 
ft-COntribution has b3en received in violation of this section, the campaign tre8surer shall pey 
~Elilable funds, if any, the amount received in violation of this sccltefl-te-t:he City 
Tre8surer for deposij in the General Fund of the City. 

(a) It is unlawtul for any individuaL or combination of individuals acting jointly, to make 
directly or indirectly a contribution in a name other than the name by which he or she or theyare 
identified for legal pUlPoses. 

(b) It is unlawful for any individual, or combination of individuals acting jointly, to make 
directly or indirectly a contribution in the name of another individual or combination of individuals. 

(c) It is unlawf.)1 for any individual, or combination of individuals acting jointly, to make 
directly or indirectly a contribution in his or her or their name of: 

(1) anything b~longing to another individual: or 
(2) anything received from another individual on the condition that it be used as a 
contribution. 
(d) When it isdiscovered by the campaign treasurerthat a contribution has been received 

and deposited in violction of Section 27.2950, the campaign treasurer shall pay promptly from 
available campaign fLnds. if any. the amount received in violation of this section. That 

amount shall be delivered to the City Clerk and made payable to the City Treasurer for deposit in 
the General Fund of he City. 

SECTION 27.2951 - Campaign Expenditures Uncontrolled by Candidate or Committee 

Persons or organizatons not subject to the control of a candidate or committee but who make 
independent expencitures for or against a candidate or committee shall indicate clearly on any 
material published, di,played or broadcast that it was not authorized by a candidate or committee, 
when such expenditures in whole or part would have been covered by the provisions of this 
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ordinance if they were subject to the control of a candidate or committee. 

SECTION 27.2952 - AdvertisIng Rates; Service Fees and Charges 

To the extent that any person sells space in any newspaper or magazine or sels time on a 
broadcast station to a candidate or commiff2e or performs other seJVices in connection with the 
campaign of the candidate or for or against the measure, the charges made for the use of such 
space or time shall not exceed or be I~{:dhan the charges normally made for comparable use of 
such space or time by other users thereof. 

SECTION 27.2953 - Campaign Expenditures Received by Communications MedIa-Statement 
Required 

SECTION 27.2954 - Suppliers of Goods and Services - Disclosure of Records Required 

it is unll;!wful fru: any No-person who supplies goods or services or both goods and services to a 
candidate or committee for use in connection with the campaign of the g candidate or for or 
against tMe..,a measure 9fteH fQ refuse knowingly to divulge or disclose to the Enforcement 
A ufhorlty his record of any expenditures made by the candidate or commIttee in 
paymen t for such goods or services or both. 

SECTION 21.2955 .. Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27,2956 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2957 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2958 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2959,. Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2960 - Reserved for Future Use 

SECTION 27.2961 - Duties of City Clerk 

In addition to other duties required of him under the terms of this division, the City Clerk shall: 
(a) Supply appropriale forms and manua;s pres~rlbed by the state Fair Politlcaf Practices 

Commission. These forms anc mam.:als shaH be furn;shed to a'i candIdates and committees, and 
to ail other persons. required to report. 

(b) Determine whether required documents have been fiied and, if so, whether they conform on 
their face with the requirements of state law. 

(c) Notify promptly all persons and known committees who have failed to file a document in the 
form and at the time required by stateaw. 

(d) Report apparent vioations of this division and applicable state ~aw to the Enforcement 
Authority. 

(e) Compile and maintain a current list of all statements or parts of statements filed with 1l:l~ ftffl. 
office pertaining to each candidate and each measure. 

(f) Cooperate with the Enforcement Authority in the performance of the duties of the 
Enforcement Authority as prescribed in this diVision and applicable state law. 

SECTION 27.2962· Duties of the Enforcement Authority 

SECTION 27,2963 • Enforcement Authority - Duties, Complaints, Legal Action, Investigatory 
Powers 
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(a) The Enforcement Authority shall enforce the provisions of this division. 
(b) Any person who believes that a violation of any portion of this division has occurred may file 

a complaint with the Enforcement Authority. If the Enforcement Authority determines that there 
is reason to believe a violation of this division has occurred, It shall make an investigation. 
Whenever the Enforcement Authority has reason to believe a willful violation of this division has 
occurred or is about to occur, it may institute such legal action at such time as it deems necessary 
to prevent further violations. 

(e) The Enforcement Authority shall have such investigative powers as are necessary for the 
performance of the duties prescribed in this division". 8flti The Enforcement Authority: may 
demand and shall be furnished records of campaign contributions and expenses at any time. 

(d) The Enforcement Authority shall determine whether requtred statements and declarations 
have been filed as required and, if so. whether they conform with the requlrements of this division. 

SECTION 27.2964 • Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2965 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2966 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2967 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2968" Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2969 - Reserved for Future Use 
SECTION 27.2970 - Reserved for Future Use 

SECTION 27.2971 ~ Penalties 

(a) Any person who violates any part of this g9ivision, or who counse's, aids, abets, advises, or 
participates with another to commit any such violation, is gui.ty of a misdemeanor and is subject to 
the penalties set forth in Chapter I of this Municipal Code. 

(b) I n addition to being subject to the penalties set forth in Chapter I of this Municipal Code, any 
person found glJilty of violating Sections 27.2941 or 27.2947. or both, shall be required to forfeit the 
amount received in violation of this .d.9ivision and pay over these funds to the City Treasurer for 
deposit in the City's General Fund. 

(c) If, after an election, a candidate or office holder is convicted of a violation of any provision 
of this 9givision, the election to office of such candidate or office horder shall be void and the 
office shall become vacant immediately upon the later of the following two t21 dates: 

(1) the date of the candidate or office holder's conviction; or 
(2) the date the candidate would have taken office, if the candidate is not an incumbent. 

In the event of a vacancy resulting from application of Section 27.2971 (c), the vacancy shall be 
filled in accordance with the procedures set forth in the City Charter for the filling of vacant City 
offices. 

(d) If a candidate is convicted of violating any proVision of this ,d.9ivision any time prior to the 
election, the candidacy shall be terminated immediately and the person shall be no longer eligible 
for election. 

(e) Any person convicted of a Violation of any provision of this gBivision shall be ineligible to 
hold a City elective office for a period of five f5} years from and after the date of the conviction. 

(f) Any limitation of time prescribed by law within which prosecution for a violation of any part of 
this g9ivision must be commenced shall not begin to run until the City's discovery of the violation. 

SECTION 27.2972 - Effeet of Violation en Outeeme of Election Reserved for FutUre Use 
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SECTION 27.2973 - Effect of Violation on Certification of Election Results 

.cru The City Clerk shall not issue any certificate of nomination or election to any candidate 
until his or her campaign statements required in Section 27.2931, or, if no campaign statement is 
required, the written declaration permitted under Section 84212 of the California Government Code 
have been filed in the form and at the place required by the Political Reform Act of 1974 California 
Government Code Sections 81000 etseq . 

.(Q) The City Council shall not adopt a resolution declaring any candidate to be nominated or 
elected until such statements or declaration have been filed in the form and at the place required of 
the candidate in this division. 

SECTION 27.2974 - Rules of Construction 

This division shall be construed liberally in order to effectuate its purposes. No error, irregularity, 
informality, neglect or omission of any officer in any procedure taken under this division which does 
not directly affect the jurisdiction of the City Councilor the City to control campaign contributions 
and expenditures shall avoid the effect of this division. 

SECTION 27.2975 Severability 

If any provision of this division, or the application thereof to any person or circumstance, is held 
invalid, the validity of the remainder of the division end the applicability of such provisions to other 
persons and circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 
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