
CITY OF SAN DIEGO BALLOT MEASURES
 
1940-1949
 

E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/8/49 A 
(pass) 

THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO LIBRARY BOND PROPOSITION: Shall 
The City of San Diego incur a bonded indebtedness of $2,000,000 
for the purpose of the acquisition and construction by said City of a 
certain municipal improvement, to-wit:  A main public library to be 
located on the present site of the present main library and ten branch 
libraries to be located throughout the City, including the acquisition of 
all furniture, fixtures, equipment and property necessary for said 
improvement? 

55,190 
69.45% 

24,276 
30.55% 

N N Y 

11/8/49 B 
(pass) 

Amend Section 12 of Article III of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment fixes the compensation of Councilmen by 
allowing each Councilman the sum of $20.00 per official meeting, 
and further provides that no Councilman shall receive in excess of 
$2,000.00 per fiscal year for such services rendered by him. 

40,069 
56.13% 

31,320 
43.87% 

Y N N 

11/8/49 C 
(pass) 

Amend Section 118 of Article VIII of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment provides for the adoption of the Civil 
Service Rules by the City Council on recommendation of the Civil 
Service Commission and after a public hearing, notice of which shall 
be published and posted. 

35,035 
52.60% 

31,571 
47.40% 

Y N N 

11/8/49 D 
(pass) 

Amend Section 120 of Article VIII of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment deletes the detailed requirements in the 
giving of Civil Service tests, which requirements shall hereafter be 
covered by Civil Service Rules to be adopted by the Council. 

36,814 
55.77% 

29,197 
44.23% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/8/49 E 
(pass) 

Amend Section 121 of Article VIII of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment provides for a register of eligibles to be 
made up pursuant to Civil Service Rules adopted by the Council, and 
to be open to public inspection. 

46,312 
69.41% 

20,413 
30.59% 

Y N N 

11/8/49 F 
(pass) 

Amend Article VIII of the Charter of The City of San Diego by adding 
a new section thereto to be numbered 140a.  This amendment 
retains and ratifies the present status of all employees in the 
classified service of the City. 

48,928 
72.07% 

18,966 
27.93% 

Y N N 

4/19/49 1 
(fail) 

Amend Section 12 of Article III of the Charter of the City of San 
Diego.  This amendment increases the compensations of 
Councilmen by allowing each Councilman the sum of $10.00 for each 
day on which he attends a conference of the Council when there is a 
quorum of the Council present, and further provides that no 
Councilman shall receive in excess of $1500.00 per year for all 
services rendered by him. 

28,297 
49.60% 

28,755 
50.40% 

Y N N 

4/19/49 2 
(fail) 

Amend Section 24 of Article IV of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment increases the salary of the Mayor to 
$7500.00 per year, and increases an entertainment allowance up to 
but not in excess of $3000.00 per year. 

21,740 
37.84% 

35,715 
62.16% 

Y N N 

4/19/49 3 
(pass) 

Amend Article V of the Charter of The City of San Diego by adding a 
new section thereto, numbered Section 38.1.  This amendment 
authorizes the City to photograph or microphotograph public records 
and preserve the same through photographic film and use certified 
copies of such film for purposes of evidence in the courts, and also 
permits the destruction of original records after they have been 
photographed or microphotographed. 

38,237 
69.32% 

16,922 
30.68% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/19/49 4 
(pass) 

Amend Article V of the Charter of The City of San Diego by adding a 
new section thereto, numbered Section 60.1.  This amendment 
permits the Council by ordinance to require that permits for operation 
and inspection of plumbing and gas installations may be issued by 
the Department of Inspection, and that the Plumbing Inspector and 
his assistants shall be under the supervision and control of the Chief 
Inspector of the Department of Inspection. 

31,998 
58.27% 

22,912 
41.73% 

Y N N 

4/19/49 5 
(pass) 

Amend Section 77 of Article VII of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment creates a trust fund in the City Treasury, to 
be known as the Capital Outlay Fund, and provides that such fund 
may be used only for the purpose of acquiring permanent public 
improvements, and prohibits the use of such fund for any other 
purpose except with the consent of two-thirds of the voters. 

33,165 
61.11% 

21,103 
38.89% 

Y N N 

4/19/49 6 
(pass) 

Amend Section 110 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment requires that all claims for damages shall be verified and 
filed with the Clerk within 90 days from the date of the accident or 
occurrence giving rise to the claim, which harmonizes the Charter 
with the State law upon questions of claims for damages.  The 
amendment also provides that claims for contracts arising by 
operation of law shall be filed with the Auditor and Comptroller within 
90 days after the last item of account or claim has accrued. 

37,667 
69.26% 

16,717 
30.74% 

Y N N 

4/19/49 7 
(pass) 

Amend Section 113 of Article VII of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment permits the City to advertise exceptional 
cases in magazines or publications of nation-wide scope and 
circulation. 

31,174 
59.01% 

21,651 
40.99% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/19/49 8 
(pass) 

Amend Section 141 of Article IX of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment provides that policemen, firemen and full­
time lifeguards may voluntarily retire at the age of 55 years, instead 
of at the age of 62 years for other city employees. 

32,659 
58.54% 

23,126 
41.46% 

Y N N 

4/19/49 9 
(pass) 

Amend Article XII of the Charter of The City of San Diego by adding 
a new section thereto, numbered Section 195.1.  This amendment 
makes it unnecessary for the City to publish the prevailing wage 
scale in advertisements calling for bids for public work. 

28,400 
53.14% 

25,043 
46.86% 

Y N N 

4/19/49 (none) 
(pass) 

Shall Ordinance No. 3985 (New Series) of the ordinances of The City 
of San Diego, entitled, ”An Ordinance authorizing the sale of certain 
Pueblo Lots of The City of San Diego,” adopted by the Council of 
said City on February 23, 1949, be ratified? 

30,839 
61.01% 

19,710 
38.99 

N N N 

4/19/49 (none) 
(fail) 

Shall Ordinance No. 3995 (New Series) of the ordinances of The City 
of San Diego, entitled, “An Ordinance authorizing the leasing or sale 
of Block 107, Horton’s Addition, known as ‘Rose Park Playground,’ in 
The City of San Diego, California,” adopted by the Council of said 
City on March 1, 1949, be ratified? 

31,587 
61.15% 

20,072 
38.85% 

N N Y 

4/19/49 (none) 
(pass) 

Shall Ordinance No. 3997 (New Series) of the ordinances of The City 
of San Diego, entitled, “An Ordinance authorizing the leasing for a 
period in excess of 15 years, or the sale of, Pueblo Lot 1203, or any 
portion thereof, of the Pueblo Lands of The City of San Diego, 
California,” be ratified? 

30,258 
59.81% 

20,328 
40.19% 

N N N 

4/19/49 (none) 
(fail) 

Do you favor the orderly and progressive grouping of future public 
buildings along Cedar Street between the present Civic Center and 
Third Avenue? 

23,907 
39.97% 

35,909 
60.03% 

N N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/2/48 F 
(pass) 

THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO WATER BOND PROPOSITION--Shall 
The City of San Diego incur a bonded indebtedness in the principal 
sum of $4,500,000 for the purpose of the acquisition, construction 
and completion by The City of San Diego of a certain municipal 
improvement for the furnishing of water, to-wit: Improvements of and 
additions to the water system of said City, including the completion of 
the Alvarado Filtration Plant, and the construction of reservoirs, 
pumping plants and water pipe lines, including the acquisition of all 
lands, rights of way, equipment, pipe and material necessary or 
convenient therefor? 

102,562 
82.44% 

21,845 
17.56% 

N N Y 

11/2/48 G 
(fail) 

THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO LIBRARY BOND PROPOSITION-Shall 
The City of San Diego incur a bonded indebtedness in the principal 
sum of $1,718,000 for the purpose of the acquisition and 
construction by The City of San Diego of a certain municipal 
improvement to-wit: A public library building, including the acquisition 
of all furnishings, fixtures and equipment necessary therefor? 

73,025 
59.54% 

49,621 
40.46% 

N N Y 

11/2/48 H 
(pass) 

THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO PROPOSITION TO RATIFY SALE OF 
PUEBLO LANDS-Shall Ordinance No. 3868 (New Series) of the 
ordinances of The City of San Diego, entitled, “An Ordinance 
authorizing the sale and conveyance of certain Pueblo Lands 
belonging to The City of San Diego to the State of California, for a 
State Park,” adopted by the Council of said City on September 14, 
1948, be ratified and approved? 

85,698 
74.17% 

29,843 
25.83% 

N N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/15/47 1 
(pass) 

Amend Article X and Repeal Article XI of the Charter of The City of 
San Diego.  This proposition creates a new consolidated Police and 
Fire Retirement System for those members of the Police and Fire 
Departments who were in the employ of The City of San Diego on 
June 30, 1946, to be operated by a Board of Trustees with the advice 
and assistance of actuaries to be employed for that purpose to the 
extent that the system will be actuarially solvent in 30 years, under 
rules and regulations which allow optional payments to retiring or 
disabled policemen and firemen eligible under the system, thus 
consolidating the present Police Relief and Pension Fund and the 
Firemen’s Relief and Pension Fund; and further provides for the 
eventual termination of the system; and further provides that all 
policemen and firemen employed after June 30, 1946, shall be and 
become members of the City Employee’s Retirement System. 

27,543 
63.33% 

15,947 
36.67% 

Y N N 

4/15/47 2 
(pass) 

Amend Section 42 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment reduces the term of office of the members of the 
Planning Commission of The City of San Diego to two years, or until 
their successors are elected and appointed and qualified; eliminates 
the requirement that one member of the Planning Commission shall 
be an architect, and that one member shall be a member of the 
Council; and provides that the City Engineer and City Attorney, or 
their designated representatives, shall be members ex-officio of said 
Planning Commission, but that neither of said officers shall have the 
right to vote. 

26,910 
61.88% 

14,602 
38.12% 

Y N N 

4/15/47 3 
(pass) 

Amend Section 40 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment provides that the salary of the City Attorney shall be 
fixed by the City Council, but that in no event shall said salary be less 
than $6,500.00 per year, payable semi-monthly. 

22,700 
54.97% 

18,596 
45.03% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/15/47 4 
(fail) 

Do you favor the acquisition of land by The City of San Diego for the 
location of future public buildings to be constructed in The City of San 
Diego, and for which public funds are now available, along and 
abutting upon Cedar Street, between the westerly line of Third 
Avenue and the easterly line of Pacific Boulevard, in said City? 

18,306 
40.96% 

26,389 
59.04% 

N N N 

4/15/47 5 
(fail) 

Do you favor relinquishing a portion of Balboa Park in The City of 
San Diego for use as a site for the erection of future public buildings, 
including city, county, state and school administration buildings, to be 
constructed in said City? 

7,441 
17.07% 

37,145 
82.93% 

N N N 

4/15/47 6 
(pass) 

Shall the use as a public park of that portion of Torrey Pines Park 
owned by The City of San Diego, consisting of a strip of beach lands 
adjacent to the mean high tide line of the Pacific Ocean, from the 
northerly city limits line to a point approximately 3½ miles south, 
containing 60.50 acres, more or less, be discontinued, and upon the 
discontinuance of the use of said real property as a public park shall 
the same be used for another public purpose, to-wit: For the purpose 
of permitting The City of San Diego to convey all or portions of said 
land to the State of California for a State Park; said lands to be 
abandoned and discontinued in use as a public park being more 
particularly described in Ordinance No. 3366 (New Series) of the 
ordinances of said City? 

27,808 
65.32% 

14,765 
34.68% 

N N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

3/11/47 1 
(pass) 

Amend Section 53 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment abolishes the Division of Development and 
Conservation, Division of Distribution and Division of Accounting, of 
the Water Department, and places the Water Department under the 
supervision of a Director of the Water Department, who shall 
supervise the operations of said department; provides for the 
creation of such divisions as the Council may by ordinance provide; 
provides for the use of Water Department funds in the operation and 
maintenance of said department, and for the transfer of all surplus to 
the General Fund of said City; and creates an advisory Commission 
of five citizens to advise the City Manager on matters pertaining to 
water development. 

24,947 
71.89% 

9,755 
28.11% 

Y N N 

3/11/47 2 
(pass) 

Amend Section 55 of the Charter of The City of San Diego. Repeal 
Section 62 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This amendment 
provides for the consolidation of the Park and Recreation 
Departments into one department under the supervision of a Park 
and Recreation Director, who shall have control and management of 
the parks, parkways, plazas, beaches, cemeteries, street trees, 
landscaping of city-owned property, golf courses, playgrounds, 
recreation centers, recreation camps, and recreation activities held 
on any city playgrounds, parks, beaches and piers which may be 
owned, controlled or operated by the City; creates a Division of Parks 
and a Division of Recreation; creates a Park Commission of five 
members appointed by the Manager, and a Recreation Commission 
of five members, two of whom shall be appointed by the Board of 
Education of the San Diego Unified School District, two of whom 
shall be appointed by the Manager, and one who shall be appointed 
by the Mayor with the approval of the City Council, to advise the City 
Manager on matters pertaining to the Division of Parks and 
Recreation. 

23,897 
70.09% 

10,196 
29.91% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

3/11/47 3 
(pass) 

Amend Section 94 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment defines the extent to which any officer of the City is 
limited in having any interest directly or indirectly in or in the 
performance of any contract with the City. 

23,461 
71.39% 

9,403 
28.61% 

Y N N 

3/11/47 4 
(pass) 

Amend Section 117 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment adds to and includes within the Unclassified Service of 
said City the positions of Park and Recreation Director; Director of 
Operations of Police Department; Director of Service of Police 
Department; Director of the Water Department; and Superintendent 
of Maintenance and Operation of the Water Department; and 
eliminates from the Unclassified Service the positions of 
Superintendent of Playgrounds and Recreation and Superintendent 
of Distribution of Water. 

21,101 
63.83% 

11,955 
36.17% 

Y N N 

11/5/46 1 
(pass) 

Shall The City of San Diego transfer and assign to The Metropolitan 
Water District of Southern California the City’s rights and obligations 
under that certain water delivery contract on file in the office of the 
City Clerk as Document No. 281567, between the United States of 
America and The City of San Diego, dated February 15, 1933, 
relating to the waters of the Colorado River? 

77,311 
91.36% 

7,309 
8.64% 

N N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/5/46 2 
(pass) 

Shall The City of San Diego transfer and assign to the San Diego 
County Water Authority the City’s rights and obligations under that 
certain Lease-Contract on file in the office of the City Clerk as 
Document No. 356879, between the United States of America and 
The City of San Diego, dated October 17,1945, granting the City a 
lease of the aqueduct being constructed by the United States Navy 
from San Jacinto Tunnel to San Vicente Reservoir, except the City’s 
obligation under Article 2(a) of said Lease-Contract to construct a 
water treatment plant and other works as contemplated by the City 
bond issue approved April 17, 1945, and the obligation under Article 
2(c) of said Lease-Contract that the City supply all Government 
agencies within the area with an adequate supply of water at 
nondiscriminatory rates, and on condition that if the Authority shall 
cease to be a portion of the corporate area of the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California, the said Lease-Contract shall revert to 
the City, subject to all modifications, defaults or acts of the Authority, 
affecting the said Lease-Contract. 

75,610 
91.19% 

7,304 
8.81% 

N N N 

4/17/45 1 
(pass) 

BOND PROPOSITION NO. 1: Shall The City of San Diego incur a 
bonded indebtedness in the principal sum of $6,000,000 for the 
purpose of the acquisition and construction by said City of a certain 
municipal improvement for the furnishing of water, to-wit: 
Improvements of and additions to the water system of said city 
including the acquisition and construction of a treatment plant and 
regulating reservoir and the construction of water pipe lines, including 
the acquisition of all lands, rights of way, equipment, pipe and 
material necessary or convenient therefor? 

31,424 
91.27% 

3,004 
8.73% 

N N Y 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/17/45 2 
(pass) 

BOND PROPOSITION NO. 2: Shall The City of San Diego incur a 
bonded indebtedness of $2,000,000 for the purpose of the 
acquisition and construction by said City of a certain municipal 
improvement, to-wit: A municipal improvement for recreation 
purposes consisting of a yacht and small boat harbor, playgrounds 
and park in and near Mission Bay, including the acquisition by gift to 
The City of San Diego from the State of California of that portion of 
Mission Bay owned by the State of California, and, after said 
acquisition by gift, the dredging of said bay and entrances thereof, 
the filling of land, the acquisition and construction in or at Mission 
Bay of bulkheads, jetties, wharves, boat landings, boathouses, bath 
houses, anchorages, and the acquisition and construction at and 
near Mission Bay of landscaping, buildings, parks, playground 
equipment and facilities, all for the development of Mission Bay and 
lands adjacent thereto as a yacht and small boat harbor and park 
and recreation center, including in said municipal improvement the 
acquisition of all lands and the acquisition and construction of all 
streets, highways, bridges, parking lots, utilities, lighting facilities, 
sewers, drainage structures, and other improvements necessary or 
convenient therefor, and the acquisition of all lands and rights of way 
necessary or convenient in the relocation and flood control of the San 
Diego River for the protection of Mission Bay? 

26,439 
79.76% 

6,710 
20.24% 

N N Y 

Page 11 of 38 



E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/17/45 (none) 
(pass) 

TIDELANDS PROPOSITION: Shall The City of San Diego, through 
its Council, be empowered and authorized to grant and convey to the 
United States of America, for use by the United States Coast Guard, 
11.23 acres, more or less, of tidelands adjacent and contiguous to 
the present United States Coast Guard site; reserving to said City 
perpetual easements for the laying and maintaining of underground 
public utilities; and also reserving to said City an easement and right 
of way for ingress and egress over and across the existing ramp 
located on said premises?  Said conveyance to be upon the express 
condition that the United States of America shall use and occupy said 
property for the purpose above recited, and in event the United 
States of America shall fail or neglect within a reasonable time to 
occupy the same, or shall at any future time abandon said use and 
occupancy, the title to said property shall revert to and revest in The 
City of San Diego. 

28,993 
88.73% 

3,684 
11.27% 

N N N 

3/13/45 1 
(fail) 

Amend Section 40 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment increases the salary of the City Attorney from $6,500.00 
per year to $9,000.00 per year. 

7,486 
30.45% 

17,102 
69.55% 

Y N N 

3/13/45 2 
(pass) 

Amend Section 94 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment provides that upon the recommendation of the Manager, 
the Council by resolution may order the purchase, without advertising 
for bids, of surplus commodities from the United States of America, 
or any agency thereof, or from any other public corporation, state or 
municipal, or any agency thereof. 

13,013 
56.26% 

10,117 
43.74% 

Y N N 

3/13/45 3 
(pass) 

Amend Section 117 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment adds to and includes within the Unclassified Service of 
said City, the position of one Assistant Manager. 

12,732 
58.02% 

9,558 
41.98% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

3/13/45 4 
(pass) 

Amend Section 150 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment consists solely of increasing the representation of the 
members of the Police Department on the Board of Trustees of the 
Police Relief and Pension Fund from one to two and adds one 
member to be appointed by the Manager. 

15,753 
69.46% 

6,925 
30.54% 

Y N N 

3/13/45 5 
(pass) 

Amend Section 162 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment requires the approval and consent of the City Manager 
for the retirement of a member or employee in any rank of the Police 
Department for cause. 

15,561 
68.44% 

7,176 
31.56% 

Y N N 

3/13/45 6 
(pass) 

Amend Section 173 of the Charter of the City of San Diego.  This 
amendment consists solely of increasing the representation of the 
members of the Fire Department on the Board of Trustees of the 
Firemen’s Relief and Pension Fund from one to two and adds one 
member to be appointed by the Manager. 

16,252 
71.25% 

6,559 
28.75% 

Y N N 

3/13/45 7 
(pass) 

Amend Section 179 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment consists solely of increasing the contributions made to 
the Firemen’s Relief and Pension Fund from the present rate of a 
sum equal to 4% of the pay of each member to a sum equal to 6% of 
such pay. 

14,805 
64.2% 

8,256 
35.8% 

Y N N 

3/13/45 8 
(pass) 

Amend Section 180 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment consists solely of the elimination of a portion of 
subdivision (d) of the section, which, as it now stands, provides that 
whenever the Firemen’s Relief and Pension Fund contains a sum of 
money amounting to $1000.00 for each member of the Fire 
Department, then all payments into the fund provided for in the 
section shall cease and shall be resumed only in the event that said 
fund shall be decreased below the amount specified. 

14,964 
67.98% 

7,049 
32.02% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

3/13/45 9 
(pass) 

Amend Section 184 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment requires the approval and consent of the City Manager 
for the retirement of a member or employee in any rank of the Fire 
Department for cause. 

15,407 
68.02% 

7,243 
31.98% 

Y N N 

3/13/45 10 
(pass) 

Amend Section 141 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment permits the Council to adopt an ordinance which will give 
retirement benefits to an employee of the City who, without fault or 
delinquency on his part, is involuntarily separated from the service of 
the City before he reaches the age of 62. 

16,588 
71.94% 

6,470 
28.06% 

Y N N 

3/13/45 11 
(pass) 

Amend Section 143 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment provides that city employees shall contribute to he City 
Employees’ Retirement Fund according to actuarial tables adopted 
by the Board of Administration for normal retirement allowances, 
instead of contributing an amount not to exceed 5% of their salary or 
wage. 

16,226 
71.77% 

6,381 
28.23% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/20/43 1 
(pass) 

Shall The City of San Diego, through its Council, be empowered and 
authorized to grant and convey to the United States of America all or 
any portion or portions of the following parcels of tide and submerged 
lands situated in The City of San Diego:
     Parcel No. 2: 6154 square feet between the southeasterly line of 
Harbor Drive and the U.S. Destroyer Base;
     Parcel No. 3: 71.2 acres between the U.S. Bulkhead Line and the 
U.S. Pierhead Line, adjacent to the U.S. Destroyer Base;
     Parcel No. 4: 19.0 acres between the U.S. Bulkhead Line and the 
U.S. Pierhead Line, adjacent to the U.S. Destroyer Base;
     Reserving to The City of San Diego perpetual easements over 
Parcel No. 2 for the laying and maintaining of underground public 
utilities, such as sewers, drains, water mains, gas, electric and power 
lines; which said tidelands are to be used by the United States of 
America for military purposes, and particularly for the purpose of 
establishing and maintaining thereon piers, landings, buildings and 
structures to be used by the United States Navy Department? 

26,008 
87.84% 

3,600 
12.16% 

N N N 

Page 15 of 38 



E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/20/43 2 
(pass) 

Shall The City of San Diego, through its Council, be empowered and 
authorized to grant and convey to the United States of America all or 
any portion or portions of the tidelands lying between the 
southeasterly prolongation of the southwesterly  line of Water Street, 
as shown on the Map of Middletown, the Mean High Tide Line of the 
Bay of San Diego and the southwesterly prolongation of the 
northwesterly line of Harasthy Street, containing 4.013 acres, more 
or less; reserving to the City perpetual easements for the laying and 
maintaining of underground public utilities, such as sewers, drains, 
water mains, gas, electric and power lines across said parcel 
wherever necessary or convenient; which said tidelands are to be 
used by the United States of America for military purposes, and 
particularly for the purpose of establishing and maintaining thereon 
buildings and structures to be used by the United States Navy 
Department in connection with and as an extension of its Marine 
Corps Base?
     Said conveyance to be conditioned upon and in consideration of 
the conveyance and reconveyance by the United States of America 
to The City of San Diego of portions of the United States Marine 
Corps Base property lying along the southwesterly line of Pacific 
Highway between Bean Street and the northwesterly line of Pueblo 
Lot 322 and the northeasterly prolongation thereof, for the widening 
of Pacific Highway and for the extension of Harasthy Street between 
Pacific Highway and the Mean High Tide Line of the Bay of San 
Diego, containing 4.525 acres, more or less. 

25,441 
88.13% 

3,427 
11.87% 

N N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/20/43 3 
(pass) 

Amend Section 40 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment provides that in the event of a vacancy occurring in the 
office of City Attorney, the City Council shall within thirty (30) days fill 
the vacancy.  The person appointed by the Council shall hold office 
only until the next regular municipal election, at which time a person 
shall be elected for a full term of four years. 

25,492 
86.93% 

3,834 
13.07% 

Y N N 

4/20/43 4 
(pass) 

Amend the Charter of The City of San Diego, by adding thereto a 
new section, to be numbered Section 71a.  This amendment 
provides that at the beginning of each fiscal year the several 
amounts appropriated in the Annual Appropriation Ordinance for the 
preceding fiscal year, for salaries and wages and maintenance and 
support expenses, shall be deemed to be automatically 
reappropriated for the same purpose, until the Council shall adopt the 
Annual Appropriation Ordinance for the new fiscal year; and 
authorizes the Auditor and Comptroller during such interim to 
approve the payments necessary for the support of the various city 
offices, departments, services and institutions on the basis of the 
appropriations of the preceding fiscal year. 

21,502 
77.91% 

6,095 
22.09% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/20/43 5 
(pass) 

Amend Section 77 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment authorizes the creation and accumulation of a fund for 
capital outlays; empowers the City Council by a vote of not less than 
five of its members to raise by taxation in any fiscal year money for 
such fund, the amount raised being limited by the maximum tax rate 
of $1.34 on each one hundred dollars of assessed valuation of the 
real and personal property within the City, established by Section 76 
of the Charter; provides that no disbursements from said fund shall 
be made for any other purpose than capital outlays, unless another 
purpose is authorized by a vote of two-thirds of the electors of the 
City; defines the term “capital outlays” to mean and be confined to 
permanent public improvements, including the reconstruction and 
replacement of existing public improvements. 

18,718 
68.00% 

8,808 
32.00% 

Y N N 

4/20/43 6 
(pass) 

Amend Sections 157 and 158 of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  The amendment to Section 157 simply increases the 
contributions made to the fund from the present rate of a sum equal 
to 4% of the pay of each regular member or employee of the Police 
Department to a sum equal to 6% of such pay.  The amendment to 
Section 158 consists solely of the elimination of the second 
paragraph of Subdivision (d) of the section, which, as it now stands, 
provides that whenever the Police Relief and Pension Fund contains 
a sum of money amounting to one thousand dollars for each member 
of the Police Department, then all payments into the fund provided 
for in the section shall cease and shall be resumed only in the event 
that said fund shall be decreased below the amount specified. 

20,663 
70.51% 

8,642 
29.49% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/20/43 7 
(pass) 

Amend Section 197 of the Charter of The City of San Diego.  This 
amendment consists in adding an additional paragraph to the Section 
which provides that during a period when the United States is 
engaged in war and for six (6) months following the cessation of 
hostilities the Council may, by ordinance adopted by a vote of five (5) 
of its members authorize the employment upon the public works of 
the City of the nationals of countries allied with the United States or 
with which the United States is at peace. 

20,877 
76.36% 

6,462 
23.64% 

Y N N 

4/20/43 8 
(pass) 

Shall the use as a public park of 5.16 acres, more or less, of the 
lands owned by The City of San Diego, known as Torrey Pines Park, 
lying in the most northerly portion of said Torrey Pines Park, between 
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company’s right of way, 
McGonigle Road and Pacific Highway, be discontinued, and upon the 
discontinuance of the use of said real property as a public park shall 
the same be used for another public purpose, to-wit: For the purpose 
of permitting The City of San Diego to lease all or portions of said 
land for the erection and maintenance of houses thereon? 

20,269 
69.87% 

8,741 
30.13% 

N N N 

4/22/41 I 
(pass) 

Amend Sections 8, 9 and 10, Article II, of the Charter of The City of 
San Diego. 
(a)  Section 8.  This amendment requires the City Council within 90 
days after the ratification of this amendment by the State Legislature 
to adopt an election code ordinance providing an adequate and 
complete procedure to govern municipal elections, including the 
nomination of candidates for all elective offices, and requires all 
elections provided for by the Charter to be conducted in the manner 
prescribed by said election code ordinance. 
(b)  Section 9.  This amendment requires nominations of candidates 
for all elective offices to be made in the manner prescribed by the 
election code ordinance provided for in the amendment to Section 8 

13,100 
52.18% 

12,006 
47.82% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

of the Charter. 
(c) Section 10.  This amendment provides that the regular municipal 
Primary Election shall be held on the second Tuesday in March in 
each odd-numbered year and the general Municipal Election on the 
third Tuesday in April of the same year; provides that there shall be 
chosen by the electors of each Council District two candidates for the 
office of any councilman from a district whose term expires the 
succeeding May; provides for the election at the Primary Election of 
the candidate to any office for which only one person is elected who 
shall receive a majority of the votes cast for all candidates for 
nomination to such office; also provides that in case of candidates for 
the office of Member of the Board of Education the candidates 
therefor equal to or less than the number of such offices for which 
nominations are made, who receive the votes of more than one-half 
of the qualified voters voting at said election shall be deemed 
elected; provides that at the general municipal election the electors of 
the whole city shall select from among the candidates chosen at the 
Primary Election in each district one candidate for the office of the 
Councilman whose term expires the succeeding May; and provides 
the manner in which the canvass of election returns shall be made, 
and empowers the City Council to delegate the duty of canvassing 
such returns to the City Clerk. 

4/22/41 II 
(fail) 

Amend Section 12, Article III, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment fixes the compensation of each Councilman 
at the sum of $1200.00 per year, payable in semi-monthly 
installments, instead of the present compensation of $10.00 per 
meeting fixed by People’s Ordinance No. 379 (New Series), effective 
December 26, 1933. 

12,974 
47.98% 

14,068 
52.02% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/22/41 III 
(pass) 

Amend Section 17, Article III, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment permits ordinances calling or relating to 
elections to take effect at the time indicated therein. 

14,600 
67.15% 

7,143 
32.85% 

Y N N 

4/22/41 IV 
(pass) 

Amend Section 23, Article III, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment preserves to the people of the City the right 
to initiate ordinances, exercise the referendum upon ordinances 
passed by the Council, and to recall elective municipal officers; 
requires that there shall be included in the election code ordinance a 
complete procedure for the exercise of said rights, including forms of 
petitions; fixes the number of signatures necessary on petitions for 
the initiation of an ordinance, the referendum on an ordinance, and 
the recall of an elective officer at the following percentages of the 
registered voters of the City at the last general city election: Initiation 
of an ordinance for the consideration of the Council, 3%; for the 
direct submission of an ordinance to the people, 10%; for the 
referendum of an ordinance passed by the Council, 5%; and for the 
recall of an elected officer, 15%. 

12,873 
53.19% 

11,327 
46.81% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/22/41 V 
(pass) 

Amend Section 53, Article V, of the Charter of The City of San Diego. 
This amendment creates the Division of Accounts in the Water 
Department, empowers the City Manager to appoint a qualified 
accountant to have charge of the Division of Accounts and of such 
subordinate officers and employees in said Division as shall be 
authorized by Ordinance.  This Division shall have charge of all 
accounts and records required to be kept and maintained by Section 
109 of the Charter with respect to the Water Department; requires 
the Council to provide an adequate sum in the Annual Appropriation 
ordinance for the proper maintenance of the Department, and to levy 
annually a tax sufficient to provide for the redemption of municipal 
bonds heretofore or hereafter issued for water purposes, together 
with the interest thereon, and that the amount of money so raised 
each year shall be charged annually against the Water Department 
on the accounts of the City; provides that all revenues from the 
Water Department, except such as have been heretofore 
appropriated by contract to some specific purpose, in excess of the 
amount necessary for the maintenance and operation of such Water 
Department, shall be transferred monthly to the general fund of the 
City and made available thereafter for use for any legal city 
purposes, and that said surplus fund so transferred shall be credited 
on the accounts of the City as a reimbursement credit for the moneys 
paid by the City each year for the redemption of water bonds and 
payment of interest  thereon; and empowers the Manager to appoint 
an Advisory Commission of three citizens to advise the City Manager 
and Council on plans for future water development. 

16,703 
66.81% 

8,298 
33.19% 

Y N N 

4/22/41 VI 
(pass) 

Amend Section 54, Article V, of the Charter of the City of San Diego. 
This amendment amends subdivision (f) of Section 54, by extending 
the annual appropriation of $150,000.00 for the development of the 
harbor until the fiscal year 1948-49. 

16,572 
69.8% 

7,169 
30.2% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/22/41 VII 
(pass) 

Amend Section 55, Article V, of the Charter of The City of San Diego. 
This amendment adds to Subdivision (a) of Section 55 a provision 
empowering the City Council, when deemed to be for the best 
interests of the City, to authorize the City Manager to enter into 
leases or contracts or let concessions upon terms prescribed by the 
Council, for the use and operation of the City Stadium in Balboa 
Park, and for the use and operation of city-owned equipment and 
facilities of an amusement character located in the city parks, 
together with buildings and space therein necessary and convenient 
for the operation of the same. 

17,529 
69.85% 

7,567 
30.15% 

Y N N 

4/22/41 VIII 
(pass) 

Amend Section 77, Article VII, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment clarifies the meaning of the section which 
relates to a special tax levy of not more than five cents on each one 
hundred dollars of the assessed valuation during any fiscal year for 
the acquisition and construction of permanent improvements, real 
property, public buildings and public offices, by changing the present 
ambiguous wording of the section. 

15,243 
64.16% 

8,516 
35.84% 

Y N N 

4/22/41 IX 
(pass) 

Amend Section 77a, Article VII, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment adds a new paragraph to the present 
section, and empowers the Council to enter into a contract, upon 
such terms and conditions as the Council may prescribe, for the 
maintenance in Balboa Park of zoological exhibits, with any 
organization formed primarily for the purpose of maintaining 
zoological gardens and zoological exhibits and conducting general 
zoological work. 

17,321 
70.68% 

7,184 
29.32% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/22/41 X 
(pass) 

Amend Section 86, Article VII, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment adds to Section 86, requiring all city officials 
and employees who collect money belonging to the City to deposit 
the same daily with the City Treasurer, a proviso that in case of 
employees located in distant parts of the city or county so collecting 
money, which collections cannot be deposited daily without difficulty 
and undue cost, such collections may be deposited in the City 
Treasury within one week after their receipt. 

18,914 
78.33% 

5,234 
21.67% 

Y N N 

4/22/41 XI 
(pass) 

Amend Section 95, Article VII, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment provides that in competitive bidding for the 
supplying of materials and equipment or furnishing services to the 
City, the authority authorized to award the contract may award it to 
other than the lowest responsible bidder when such higher bidder 
specifies in his bid that the articles, products or materials are to be 
wholly or in part manufactured, made or produced in industries 
established in The City of San Diego or in the County of San Diego, 
or that the same are regularly stocked, handled and sold by business 
establishments located in The City of San Diego or in the County of 
San Diego, provided that the bid of such higher bidder does not in 
amount or price exceed by five percent(5%) that of the lowest 
responsible bidder for the contract. 

12,837 
56.08% 

10,054 
43.92% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/22/41 XII 
(pass) 

Amend Section 99, Article VII, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment provides that a contract or obligation 
involving the payment of moneys out of the appropriations of more 
than one year, except bonded indebtedness, shall first be published 
in the official newspaper of the City at least two weeks before final 
action of the Council thereon, and requires the approval of not less 
than five members of the Council; and that if the contract is to be for 
more than five years it must also first be submitted to the electors of 
the City at a regular or special election and be approved by a two­
thirds majority of those voting thereon. 

15,474 
70.31% 

6,534 
29.69% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/22/41 XIII 
(pass) 

Amend Sections 103, 104 and 105, Article VII, of the Charter of The 
City of San Diego.
   (a) Section 103.  This amendment empowers the Council to grant 
franchises and all renewals, extensions and amendments thereof for 
the use of public property under the jurisdiction of the City, upon such 
terms and conditions as are set forth in the ordinance of grant, which 
ordinance may only be adopted by a vote of five members of the 
Council and after recommendations thereon by the City Manager, 
and an opportunity for free and open competition and public hearings 
have been given; prohibits an ordinance granting a franchise, or a 
renewal, extension or amendment of an existing franchise from 
taking effect until thirty days after its passage, during which time it 
shall be subject to the referendum provisions of the Charter; prohibits 
transfer of a franchise without the approval of the Council expressed 
by ordinance.
   (b) Section 104.  This amendment empowers the City by ordinance 
to terminate any franchise whenever the City shall determine to 
acquire by condemnation or otherwise the property of any utility 
necessary for the welfare of the City, in lieu of the provision in the 
existing section which limits the exercise of this right to specified 
intervals of not more than ten years after the beginning of operation.
  (c) Section 105.  The existing section relates to the rights and 
powers of the City to regulate franchises granted by it.  The 
amendment gives the City the additional right to provide that the 
percentage of gross annual receipts derived from the franchise 
privilege shall be paid to the Treasurer in such amounts and at such 
times as shall be determined in the ordinance granting the franchise. 

13,131 
59.55% 

8,920 
40.45% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/22/41 XIV 
(pass) 

Amend Section 109, Article VII, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment provides the manner of keeping the 
accounts of municipally owned utilities, which is in accordance with 
the uniform classification of accounts prescribed by the Railroad 
Commission of the State of California for such class of privately 
owned public utilities in so far as the same may be applicable to the 
accounts of municipally owned utilities.  It requires that the accounts 
show, as nearly as possible, the cost of any service furnished or 
rendered by any such utility by or to any other department of the City; 
an estimate of the amount of ad valorem taxes, whether paid or not, 
that would be chargeable against the property if privately owned; the 
sinking fund or redemption requirements for all bonds hitherto or 
hereafter issued; the proper allowance for depreciation for all 
property used in rendering public utility service, and that such 
depreciation shall be taken account of in fixing the charges made for 
the service; authorizes the Council to cause to be made for public 
distribution reports showing the financial results of such City 
ownership and operation, or such other information as the Council 
shall deem expedient. 

16,578 
72.62% 

6,251 
27.38% 

Y N N 

4/22/41 XV 
(pass) 

Amend Section 112, Article VII, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment requires the Auditor and Comptroller to 
show in his records the cost or value of all city-owned property of any 
kind, and to show proper depreciation of all property of any kind 
which is used by the City for utility purposes, and to furnish a proper 
balance sheet under classified heads to the Manager for inclusion in 
the annual budget and for publication in the annual report of the City 
Auditor and Comptroller. 

18,676 
79.56% 

4,799 
20.44% 

Y N N 

Page 27 of 38 



 

 

E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/22/41 XVI 
(pass) 

Amend Section 118, Article VIII, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  The existing section relates to the purposes for which the 
Civil Service Commission is required to adopt rules and regulations in 
the government of the Classified Service of the City.  The 
amendment consists in adding to the section a new subdivision (s) 
empowering the appointing authority to lay off or suspend an 
employee or employees because of lack of funds, lack of work, or 
where there has been an insufficient appropriation to meet the salary 
requirements necessary to maintain existing personnel in any office, 
department, division or bureau of the City; and provides that any 
such lay-off or suspension shall be made in conformity with the rules 
and regulations of the Civil Service Commission governing the order 
in which employees shall be laid off or suspended. 

14,664 
64.09% 

8,215 
35.91% 

Y N N 

4/22/41 XVII 
(pass) 

Amend Section 130, Article VIII, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment requires the Council by ordinance, prior to 
the beginning of each fiscal year, to establish a schedule of 
compensation for officers and employees in the Classified Service, 
which shall provide uniform compensation for like service; imposes 
upon the Civil Service Commission the duty of preparing and 
furnishing to the Council prior to the adoption of such ordinance a 
schedule of compensation recommending a minimum and maximum 
for any grade; and provides that the Council may adopt such 
schedule as presented or make such changes therein as it may 
deem necessary and proper. 

12,915 
60.28% 

8,511 
39.72% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/22/41 XVIII 
(pass) 

Repeal Section 161, Article X, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.
     Amend Section 162, Article X, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.
     (a) Section 161.  This section, as it now exists, provides that all 
pensioners in the San Diego Police Department shall have their 
pensions increased or decreased to meet the prevailing scale of 
salaries in the Police Department from time to time.
     (b) Section 162.  This section relates to retirement for service in 
the Police Department.  The amendment consists in providing that 
the amount of the pension shall be fixed at the time of retirement, 
which amount shall be equal to one-half the amount of the average 
yearly salary of the retiring person for the five years immediately 
preceding the date of his retirement, payable to him in monthly 
installments.  It also adds a new proviso that members of the Police 
Department who enter the service of the department subsequent to 
the date of ratification of this amendment by the State Legislature 
shall not be so retired before they reach the age of fifty years and 
before twenty-five years of service in the aggregate. 

12,614 
52.25% 

11,528 
47.75% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/22/41 XIX 
(fail) 

Repeal Section 183, Article XI, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.
     Amend Section 184, Article, XI, of the Charter of the City of San 
Diego.
     (a) Section 183.  This section, as it now stands, provides that all 
pensioners in the Fire Department of the City of San Diego shall 
have their pensions increased or decreased to meet the prevailing 
scale of salaries in the Fire Department from time to time.
     (b) Section 184.  This section relates to retirement for service in 
the Fire Department.  The amendment consists in providing that the 
amount of the pension shall be fixed at the time of retirement, which 
amount shall be equal to one-half the amount of the average yearly 
salary of the retiring person for the five years immediately preceding 
the date of his retirement, payable to him in monthly installments. 

11,581 
44.65% 

14,365 
55.35% 

Y N N 

4/22/41 XX 
(pass) 

Repeal Sections 202 to 210, inclusive, comprising all of Article XIII, of 
the Charter of The City of San Diego. 
Sections 202 to 210, inclusive, relate to the creation, maintenance 
and jurisdiction of a City Police Court.  Upon the establishment in 
The City of San Diego of a Municipal Court system, which abolished 
such Police Court, these sections become inoperative and 
completely obsolete. 

15,850 
68.81% 

7,186 
31.19% 

Y N N 

4/22/41 XXI 
(pass) 

Amend Section 213, Article XIV, of the Charter of The City of San 
Diego.  This amendment continues in force all ordinances adopted 
prior to the taking effect of the present City Charter which are not 
inconsistent with any of the provisions of said Charter; and provides 
that all contracts of the City in force at the time of the adoption of 
said Charter and not inconsistent with any of its provisions shall 
continue in force until completed, amended or rescinded. 

12,662 
62.22% 

7,689 
37.78% 

Y N N 

4/22/41 XXII 
(fail) 

Amend Article V of the Charter of The City of San Diego, by adding 
two new sections thereto, to be numbered Sections 58a and 58b 
(proposed by initiative petition), which said sections read as follows: 

13,375 
41.41% 

18,926 
58.59% 

Y  init  N  

Page 30 of 38 



                  
             

       
      

       
       

 

          
          
          
           
            
         

E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

 “Section 58a.  Anything in this Charter to the contrary 
notwithstanding, the members of the San Diego Fire 
Department of either A or B Platoons shall not be required to 
work more than seven of their respective platoon shifts without 
receiving their next working shifts off duty, and shall not receive less 
than Twenty-Five of their respective working shifts off duty per 
calendar year, and they shall not receive less than Fifty-Two of their 
respective working shifts off duty in two calendar years. Each 
member of A and B platoons shall receive as his annual vacation 
seven of his consecutive working shifts and such annual vacation 
shall be exclusive of his regular work shifts off duty, as herein above 
provided.  Nothing herein contained, however, shall be construed as 
preventing the Chief of the Fire Department, in cases of riot, 
serious conflagration, or other great public emergency, from 
having power to assign all of the members of the Department to 
continuous duty or to continue any member on duty if necessary.”
           “Section 58b.  Anything in this Charter to the contrary 
notwithstanding, the members of the San Diego Fire Department 
shall receive monthly salaries of not less than the amounts 
hereinafter set forth, to be paid to each member in semi-monthly 
payments, to-wit:
            Fireman, Fourth Class .............................$170.00
            Fireman, Third Class ................................ 180.00
            Fireman, Second Class ............................ 190.00
            Fireman, First Class ................................. 200.00

  Engineer .................................................... 215.00
  Lieutenant .................................................. 222.00
  Captain ...................................................... 235.00
 Battalion Chief ........................................... 275.00 
Assistant Chief .......................................... 340.00

   Chief .......................................................... 450.00" 

Page 31 of 38



  

E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

4/22/41 XXIII 
(pass) 

Shall The City of San Diego, through its Council, be empowered and 
authorized to recede and transfer to the State of California the 
following described tidelands situated in The City of San Diego, to­
wit: All that portion of Block 11, Municipal Tidelands, Subdivision 
Tract No. 1, bounded on the north by the prolongation of the south 
line of Ash Street, on the east by Pacific Highway, on the south by A 
Street, and on the west by Belt Street; which said tidelands are to be 
used by the State of California for the purpose only and exclusively of 
constructing thereon a state office building costing not less than 
$500,000.00, and other state buildings; the construction of said state 
office building to be commenced within five years from the date of 
such receding, and carried on continuously to completion? 

21,415 
77.97% 

6,051 
22.03% 

N N N 

4/22/41 XXIV 
(pass) 

Shall the use as a public park of 21.32 acres, more or less, of the 
lands owned by The City of San Diego, known as Balboa Park, 
adjoining the northerly and easterly boundaries of the Naval Hospital, 
be discontinued, and upon the discontinuance of the use of said real 
property as a public park shall the same be conveyed to the United 
States Government for another public purpose, to-wit: For use by the 
United States Government in connection with and as a part of the 
Naval Hospital now being operated by said United States 
Government; said lands to be abandoned and discontinued in use as 
a public park, being more particularly described in Ordinance No. 
2078 (New Series) of the ordinances of said City? 

24,278 
77.98% 

5,854 
22.02% 

N N Y 

3/25/41 I 
(pass) 

Shall the following described portions of Balboa Park, in The City of 
San Diego, California, be designated as a boulevard, street or 
highway and made a part of the public street and road system of the 
City under the supervision of the City Manager: 

PARCEL NO. 1.  Portions of Balboa Park situated within Pueblo Lots 
1131, 1135 and 1144 of the Pueblo Lands of The City of San Diego, 
according to Map thereof made by James Pascoe in the year 1879, 
filed as Miscellaneous Map No. 35, in the Office of the County 

24,661 
89.44% 

3,110 
10.56% 

N N N 
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Recorder of San Diego County, California: 

Beginning at the intersection of the center line of the State 
Department of Public Works’ survey in the City of San Diego, Road 
XI-SD-77-SD, as shown on the Map thereof No. 151, filed in the 
Office of said County Recorder on January 27, 1941, with the 
common boundary of Balboa Park and Russ Boulevard, which 
intersection is Engineer’s Station 43+16.77 of said survey and which 
station bears north 89 � 58' 30" west, 20 feet from the intersection of
the northerly prolongation of the center line of Eleventh Avenue with 
the said common boundary; thence along the said common boundary 
north 89 � 58' 30' west 20 feet to the northerly prolongation of the west
line of said Eleventh Avenue; thence along the boundary of said 
Balboa Park, being also along the northerly prolongation of the west 
line of said Eleventh Avenue, south 0� 03' 30" west, 60 feet to the
north-east corner of Lot H of Block 186, as delineated on the Official 
Map of Horton’s Addition, according to the survey made by L. L. 
Lockling, filed June, 1871, in Deed Book 13, page 522, Records of 
San Diego County; thence along the common boundary of said 
Balboa Park and said Block 186 south 89 � 52' 30" west, 136.80 feet
to the granite monument set for the southwest corner of Balboa Park; 
thence along the common boundary of Balboa Park and Bay View 
Homestead, according to Map No. 150, Records of San Diego 
County, north 0� 38' east, 572.35 feet to the northerly line of Block
22, of said Bay View Homestead; thence south 89� 58' 30" east,
50.72 feet to a point distant 100 feet westerly at right angles from 
Engineer’s Station 48+28.73 of said survey center line; thence 
parallel with said center line north 0� 01' 30" east, 447.67 feet; thence
along a curve to the left, concentric with said survey center line, with 
a radius of 2150 feet, through an angle of 14� 49' 30" a distance of 
556.30 feet; thence north 14 � 48' west, 567.07 feet; thence along a
curve to the right with a radius of 2100 feet, through an angle of 39 � 

43', a distance of 1455.69 feet; thence north 24 � 55' east 242.48 feet; 
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thence along a curve to the left, with a radius of 1200 feet, through 
an angle of 51� 31', a distance of 1072.68 feet; thence along a curve
to the right, with a radius of 1500 feet, through an angle of 27� 37', a 
distance of 723.00 feet; thence north 1 � 19' east 329.97 feet; thence
along a curve to the left, with a radius of 4900 feet, through an angle 
of 10 � 27', a distance of 893.70 feet; thence north 9 � 08' west 372.11feet; thence along a curve to the right, concentric with said survey 
center line, with a radius of 4100 feet, through an angle of 7� 04' 34",
a distance of 506.36 feet to a point on the common boundary of 
Balboa Park and Upas Street; thence along the last said common 
boundary, being the south line of Upas Street, north 89� 54' 45" east,
100.06 feet to Station 123+13.49 of said survey, which station bears 
south 87 � 03' 40" east, 955.73 feet from a 6" by 6" concrete
monument with lead and tack set for the northwest corner of the 
original Balboa Park, being alos the northwest corner of said Pueblo 
Lot 1131; thence continuing along the south line of Upas Street, 
north 89 � 54' 45" east, 100.07 feet; then from a tangent which bears 
south 2 � 09' 30" east along a curve to the left, concentric with said
survey center line, with a radius of 3900 feet, through an angle of 6� 

58' 30" a distance of 474.77 feet; thence south 9 � 08' east, 372.11
feet; thence along a curve to the right, with a radius of 5100 feet, 
through an angle of 10� 27', a distance of 930.17 feet; thence south 
1 � 19' west, 329.97 feet; thence along a curve to the left, with a
radius of 1300 feet, through an angle of 27� 37', a distance of 626.60 
feet; thence south 26 � 18' east, 317.54 feet; thence along a curve to
the right, with a radius of 1400 feet, through an angle of 51� 13', a 
distance of 1251.46 feet; thence south 24 � 55' west, 242.48 feet;
thence along a curve to the left, with a radius of 1900 feet, through 
an angle of 39� 43', a distance of 1317.05 feet; thence along a curve
to the right, concentric with said survey center line, with a radius of 
2350 feet, through an angle of 14� 49' 30", a distance of 608.05 feet; 
thence, south 0 � 01' 30" west, 959.63 feet to the said common
boundary of Balboa Park and Russ Boulevard; thence north 89�58' 
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30" west, 100 feet to the point of beginning; containing 1,635,200 
square feet, or 37.54 acres. 

PARCEL NO. 2.  A portion of that part of Balboa Park, formerly 
known as Lot 21 of Marston Hills, according to Map No. 1790, 
Records of said San Diego County, described as follows: Beginning 
at the intersection of the center line of the State Department of Public 
Works’ survey, in the City of San Diego, Road XI-SD-77-SD, as 
shown on the Map thereof No. 151, filed in the Office of said County 
Recorder on January 27, 1941, with the north line of Pueblo Lot 
1131, said north line being the common boundary of the original 
Balboa Park and said Lot 21, which intersection is Engineer’s Station 
123+63.51 of said survey, and which station is distant 952.95 feet, 
measured along the north line of said Pueblo Lot 1131, from a 6" x 6" 
concrete monument with lead and tack set for the northwest corner 
of the said original Balboa Park, being also the northwest corner of 
said Pueblo Lot 1131; thence along said common boundary, being 
also the north line of Upas Street, south 89� 54' 45" west, 9.48 feet to
the southwest corner of said Lot 21; thence along the common 
boundary of Canyada Way and said Lot 21, from a tangent which 
bears north 10 � 47' 45" west, along a curve to the right with a radius
of 530 feet, through an angle of 36� 43' 30" a distance of 339.71 feet 
to a point of reverse curvature; thence from a tangent which bears 
north 25 � 45' 45" east, along a curve to the left with a radius of 240
feet, through an angle of 42� 55' 30" a distance of 179.80 feet; thence 
north 17 � 09' 45" west, 32.50 feet; thence along the northerly line of
said Lot 21, from a tangent which bears south 17� 09' 45" east, along
a curve to the left with a radius of 20 feet, through an angle of 55� 

42', a distance of 19.44 feet to a point of compound curvature; 
thence from a tangent which bears south 72� 51' 45" east, along a
curve to the left, with a radius of 100 feet, through an angle of 42�25' 30" a distance of 74.05 feet, to an intersection with a line parallel with 
and 100 feet easterly at right angles from the said survey center line; 
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thence along said parallel line, south 5 � 37' west, 50.76 feet; thence
along a curve to the left, concentric with the center line of said 
survey, with a radius of 3900 feet, through an angle of 7� 02' 24", a
distance of 479.20 feet to the said north line of Upas Street; thence 
south 89 � 54' 45" west, 100.02 feet to the point of beginning;
containing 36,700 square feet, or 0.84 of an acre. 
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11/5/40 I 
(pass) 

Shall The City of San Diego incur a bonded indebtedness of 
$1,300,000.00 for the acquisition, construction, and completion of 
improvements, extensions and additions to the water distribution 
system of The City of San Diego, as follows: 
(1) The purchase and installation of water transmission lines:
    (a) From vicinity of Upas Street and California Street to Rosecrans 
Street and Ingraham Street;
     (b) From Otay-San Diego Second Main Pipe Line, vicinity of 
Broadway, to Bonita Pipe Line at Hilltop Drive and 45th Street;
    (c) From University Heights Reservoir to Upas Street Pipe Line;
    (d) From Upas Street at Canyada Way to Eleventh Avenue and A 
Street;
    (e) From Rosecrans Street and Ingraham Street to Pacific Beach 
Reservoir;
    (f) From University Heights Reservoir to and along Camino Del Rio 
to Taylor Street;
    (g) From Hilltop Drive to Main Street, vicinity of 35th Street;
     (h) Along Dwight Street from Van Dyke Street to Felton Street;
     (I) From Pacific Highway to Coast Guard Base;
     (j) Along La Jolla Shores Drive from Plata Street to the Biological 
Institute;
     (k) From Murray Reservoir to El Capitan pipe line. 
(2) The purchase and installation of additional water treatment 
facilities and additional filters at University Heights filter plant. 
(3) In addition to the foregoing, other necessary improvements, 
extensions and additions to the City’s water distribution system? 

65,439 
83.04% 

13,368 
16,96% 

N N Y 
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11/5/40 II 
(pass) 

Shall The City of San Diego incur a bonded indebtedness of 
$3,000,000.00 for:

   The acquisition, construction and completion of a gravity section 
concrete dam at a location known as the SAN VICENTE Damsite on 
the San Vicente Creek, a tributary  of the San Diego River, in the 
County of San Diego, State of California;

   The acquisition, construction and completion of a pipeline to 
connect the reservoir to be created by said dam to the existing El 
Capitan pipe line;

   The relocation and construction of such roads or highways as may 
become necessary by reason of the construction of said dam and 
reservoir; and

   The clearing of said reservoir basin; together, also, with

   The acquisition of lands and rights of way necessary or convenient 
in connection with said project;

   All for the purpose of developing; impounding, conserving, storing 
and distributing an additional water supply for the use of the 
inhabitants of The City of San Diego (the estimated cost of said 
improvements is $3,550,000.00, and of said sum $550,000.00 is 
available for the construction of said dam and pipeline from moneys 
in the Sutherland Dam Bond Fund which will be used therefor)? 

61,912 
78.31% 

16,229 
21.69% 

N N Y 
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