
CITY OF SAN DIEGO BALLOT MEASURES
 
1980-1989
 

E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/8/88 E 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CHARTER AMENDMENTS.  INITIATIVE 
MEASURE.  AMENDS SECTIONS 10, 12 AND 23 OF THE 
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO.  Establishes that Council 
members shall be nominated, elected and recalled by district rather 
than nominated by district and elected city wide. 

176,889 
51.17% 

168,795 
48.83% 

Y  init  N  

11/8/88 F 
(pass) 

AMENDS THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO BY 
ADDING SECTION 57.1. 

SECTION 57.1 POLICE REVIEW COMMISSION 

A Police Review Commission is hereby established consisting of nine 
(9) members appointed by the Mayor and confirmed by the City 
Council. The Mayor shall designate the presiding officer of the 
Commission. Members of the Commission shall serve without 
compensation for terms of four (4) years and shall not have been 
formerly employed in the Police Department or be employed by or 
hold any other office in the City; provided, however, that the initial 
term of two members shall be for three (3) years, another two for two 
(2) years, and another two for one (1) year so that no more than 3 
terms shall expire in any one year. The Mayor, with the approval of 
the City Council, shall fill any vacancy occurring for any reason. The 
City Council may remove a member of the Commission for cause by 
vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members of the council. The 
Commission shall establish such rules and regulations as may be 
necessary to carry out the purpose for which the Commission is 
created. 

181,195 
53.57% 

157,068 
46.43% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

The purpose of the Commission is to investigate, conduct hearings, 
and make findings concerning allegations of Police misconduct in a 
prompt, fair and impartial manner. Any allegation submitted for 
consideration of the Commission shall be in writing and the truth 
thereof shall be attested to under penalty of perjury. Any such 
investigation or hearing shall be closed to the public and findings of 
the Commission shall be confidential and not available to the public 
except as otherwise provided by law. The Commission shall have the 
power to subpoena and require the attendance of witnesses and the 
production of books and papers pertinent to the investigation and to 
administer oaths to such witnesses. A determination shall be made 
by the Commission as to whether an allegation of Police misconduct 
was sustained or not sustained and such determination shall be 
forwarded to the Chief of Police and the City Manager. The 
Commission shall appoint an executive director and such 
investigators and other personnel may be provided by the City 
Council. The executive director and Commission personnel shall be 
in the unclassified service not withstanding any provisions in Section 
117 to the contrary. Subject always to the requirement of 
confidentiality of its investigations, hearings and findings, the 
Commission shall periodically, but at least once a year, make a 
general report and hold a public hearing thereon to inform the public 
concerning its activities. 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/8/88 G 
(pass) 

AMENDS THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO BY 
AMENDING SECTION 43. 

SECTION 43 ADVISORY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

No changes in subsection (a), (b) and (c). 

(d) CITIZENS’ REVIEW BOARD ON POLICE PRACTICES. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this Charter, the City Manager 
shall have the exclusive authority to create and establish a citizens’ 
review board on police practices to review and evaluate citizen’s 
complaints against members of the San Diego Police Department 
and the San Diego Police Department’s administration of discipline 
arising from such complaints. The City Manager shall establish such 
rules and regulations as may be necessary for this board to carry out 
its functions; provided, however, that such rules and regulations shall 
be consistent with the laws of the State of California concerning 
citizens’ complaints against peace officers. Nothing in such rules and 
regulations shall interfere with the board’s authority to independently 
refer a completed citizen complaint investigation to the grand jury, 
district attorney, or any governmental agency authorized by law to 
investigate the activities of a law enforcement agency. The board 
shall submit semiannual reports to the City Manager and City Council 
concerning its evaluation of the San Diego Police Department’s 
investigation of citizens’ complaints; provided, however, that such 
reports shall not disclose any information required to be kept 
confidential by law. 

182,075 
52.93% 

161,946 
47.07% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/8/88 H 
(fail) 

AMENDS THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO PROGRESS GUIDE AND 
GENERAL PLAN BY ADDING A GROWTH MANAGEMENT 
ELEMENT.  Shall the City adopt a Growth Management Element 
which: 
a. Establishes a maximum limit for the next five years of 3,600 new 
residential units per year, and 3,990 previously approved residential 
units per year; 
b. Protects single-family neighborhoods by restricting new 
development; 
c. Preserves environmentally sensitive lands, including wetlands, 
floodplains, steep slopes, biologically sensitive lands and significant 
prehistoric and historic sites; 
d. Requires that traffic generated by new development stay within 
roadway capacity; 
e. Strengthens community plans by requiring periodic comprehensive 
updates and limiting amendments between updates; 
f. Requires there be adequate public facilities and services at the 
time of development; and 
g. Establishes regional goals for air quality, water, sewage treatment, 
solid waste disposal and transportation. 

159,123 
44.50% 

198,436 
55.50% 

N N N 

11/8/88 I THERE WAS NO PROPOSITION “I” ON THE 11/8/88 BALLOT. 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/8/88 J 
(fail) 

INITIATIVE MEASURE.  AMENDS THE SAN DIEGO GENERAL 
PLAN.  Until standards as designated in the initiative are met, shall 
the City: 
a. Limit residential dwelling units as follows:
       FY 1988-89: 7,000 to 9,000 dwelling units
       FY 1989-90: 6,000 to 8,000 dwelling units
       FY 1990-91: 5,000 to 7,000 dwelling units
       FY 1991-92 
       and each subsequent
       fiscal year through the
       FY 2009-2010: 4,000 to 6,000 dwelling units; 
b. Develop and implement a plan for industrial and commercial 
development consistent with the criteria in the initiative; 
c. Develop and implement an allocation system for residential 
development as provided in the initiative; 
d. Preserve sensitive environmental lands as provided in the 
initiative; 
e. Adopt a plan for the ultimate development of the City’s sphere of 
influence as provided in the initiative? 

147,672 
41.28% 

210,032 
58.72% 

N  init  N  

11/8/88 K 
(pass) 

ADVISORY VOTE ONLY.  Should the City of San Diego begin a 
mandatory staggered work hours program, requiring all businesses 
with twenty-five (25) or more workers to offer employees variable 
work schedules in order to reduce peak-hour traffic on City roads and 
freeways? 

221,944 
63.57% 

127,212 
36.43% 

N N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/8/88 L 
(pass) 

AMENDS PEOPLE’S ORDINANCE NO. 10960 (LIMITING THE 
HEIGHT OF BUILDINGS IN THE COASTAL ZONE).  Shall an 
exception to the thirty (30) foot height limit for buildings in the Coastal 
Zone be permitted to allow the restoration of the chimney and rooftop 
cupola as part of the historic restoration of the 1915 Agar/Mission 
Brewery building located at Washington and Hancock Streets in San 
Diego, California? 

260,015 
74.10% 

90,888 
25.90% 

N N N 

11/3/87 B 
(fail) 

BALBOA PARK AND MISSION BAY PARK PRESERVATION AND 
IMPROVEMENT BONDS.  Shall The City of San Diego incur bonded 
indebtedness in the principal amount of $93,520,000 with 
$73,860,000 spent for the purpose of park and recreation municipal 
improvements, including but not necessarily limited to, improvement 
of water quality in Mission Bay Park; construction of facilities to 
protect against sewage spills in Mission Bay Park; for reconstruction, 
structural and safety improvements to buildings and museums in 
Balboa Park constructed prior to 1935; improvement of beach areas 
and the shoreline in Mission Bay Park to prevent erosion and the loss 
of beach area; improved access for senior citizens and handicapped 
visitors in Balboa Park; and with an additional amount of $19,660,000 
spent for the additional purpose of, but not limited to, construction of 
pedestrian paths and other improvements to Fiesta Island, 
completion of Crown Point Shores, all in Mission Bay Park, 
construction of parking and vehicle circulation improvements in 
Balboa Park and Mission Bay Park, construction of a new municipal 
gym outside Balboa Park, improvements to the Space Theater and 
Starlight Bowl, all in Balboa Park, and for payment of all costs and 
expenses in connection with such acquisition and construction and 
the issuance of the bonds? 

107,608 
58.95% 

74,942 
41.05% 

N N Y 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/3/87 C 
(fail) 

BALBOA PARK AND MISSION BAY PARK PRESERVATION AND 
IMPROVEMENT BONDS.  Shall The City of San Diego incur bonded 
indebtedness in the principal amount of $73,860,000 for the purpose 
of park and recreation municipal improvements, including but not 
necessarily limited to, improvement of water quality in Mission Bay 
Park; construction of facilities to protect against sewage spills in 
Mission Bay Park; for reconstruction, structural and safety 
improvements to buildings and museums constructed in Balboa Park 
prior to 1935; improvement of beach areas and the shoreline in 
Mission Bay Park to prevent erosion and the loss of beach area; and 
improved access for senior citizens and handicapped visitors in 
Balboa Park and for payment of all costs and expenses in connection 
with such acquisition and construction and issuance of the bonds; 
with the indebtedness in this Proposition, if authorized, to be void if 
the indebtedness set forth in Proposition B on this ballot is 
authorized? 

110,876 
61.25% 

70,139 
38.75% 

N N Y 

11/3/87 D 
(pass) 

AMENDS THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO BY 
ADDING SECTION 55.1.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
Charter to the contrary, the total land and water area of all leases in 
Mission Bay Park shall not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) of the 
total dedicated land area or six and one-half percent (6.5%) of the 
total dedicated water area respectively of the park without such lease 
being authorized or later ratified by vote of 2/3's of the qualified 
electors of the City voting at an election for such purpose. 

136,996 
79.83% 

34,616 
20.17% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/3/87 E 
(pass) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
CHANGING THE APPROPRIATIONS LIMIT FOR FISCAL YEARS 
1988 THROUGH 1991. Shall The City of San Diego’s appropriations 
limit for Fiscal Year 1988 provided for in Article XIIIB of the California 
Constitution be revised upward to $298,860,000 (an increase of $52 
million) provided this limit is adjusted each year for Fiscal Years 
1988-1989, 1989-90 and 1990-91 for changes in population and cost 
of living as provided by the State Constitution to permit the 
expenditure of anticipated revenues from existing sources to fund 
needed programs which include, but are not necessarily limited to, 
police protection, fire protection, refuse collection and disposal, 
library services, parks, and facility and infrastructure maintenance 
and capital improvements? 

83,427 
50.16% 

82,901 
49.84% 

N N N 

11/3/87 F 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO INITIATIVE MEASURE.  AMENDS THE SAN 
DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE.  Shall the street now known as Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Way irrevocably be renamed Market Street? 

108,379 
59.99% 

72,292 
40.01% 

N  init  N  
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/3/87 G 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO INITIATIVE MEASURE.  AMENDS THE SAN 
DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE.  Shall the Mission Beach Park property 
owned by The City of San Diego be restricted to the following uses: 
(a) Public park and recreation uses such as grass, picnic areas, 
public open space, public parking, public recreation and meeting 
facilities. Expressly excluded are retail and commercial uses except 
within a historically rehabilitated Plunge Building which would serve 
park and beach visitors, such as restaurants, fitness and the like. 
(b) Historical preservation uses, such as preservation and 
rehabilitation of the historic Plunge Building, Roller Rink Building and 
Roller Coaster where economically feasible. 
(c) Incidental and related uses to those uses authorized by (a) and 
(b) above provided such incidental and related uses are clearly 
subordinate to the authorized uses and are minor in nature? 

116,726 
66.52% 

58,754 
33.48% 

N  init  N  
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/3/87 H 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO INITIATIVE MEASURE.  AMENDS THE CITY 
OF SAN DIEGO PROGRESS GUIDE AND GENERAL PLAN.  Shall 
the City of San Diego Progress Guide and General Plan be amended 
to impose the following standards on solid waste facilities burning 
500 tons or more per day of solid waste? 
1. No such facility shall be built that will: 
a. increase existing levels of toxic air pollutants within the City as 
those levels are determined by Federal, State or San Diego public 
agencies; or 
b. be located within a three mile radius of a hospital, elementary 
school, or child care center or nursing home for the elderly licensed 
by a governmental entity; or 
c. make additional demands on the treated water distribution system 
within the City. 
2. Any such facility built shall include recycling and separation 
methods whereby major sources of toxic air pollutants, including but 
not limited to plastics, metals, industrial wastes, and coatings, are 
removed from the solid waste prior to the incineration. 

96,969 
55.91% 

76,469 
44.09% 

N  init  N  

11/3/87 I THERE WAS NO PROPOSITION “I” ON THE 11/3/87 BALLOT. 

11/3/87 J 
(fail) 

AMENDS THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO PROGRESS GUIDE AND 
GENERAL PLAN.  Shall the Progress Guide and General Plan be 
amended to shift properties known as LA JOLLA VALLEY, consisting 
of 5100+ acres, from the “future urbanizing” designation to the 
“planned urbanizing” designation? 

39,456 
23.02% 

131,942 
76.98% 

N N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/4/86 B 
(pass) 

AMENDS THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO BY 
ADDING SECTION 2.1.  Neither the City Council nor any officer or 
employee of the City shall take any action, or permit any action to be 
taken, which directly or indirectly authorizes or permits the 
construction, operation or maintenance of any pipeline within the City 
for the transmission of any crude oil or natural gas taken or removed 
from any offshore crude oil or natural gas drilling or pumping 
operations within 100 nautical miles of the coastline of the County of 
San Diego; nor shall the City Council or any officer or employee of 
the City take any action, or permit any action to be taken, which 
directly or indirectly authorizes or permits the construction , operation 
or maintenance of any commercial or industrial facility within the City, 
including but not necessarily limited to crude oil or natural gas 
storage facilities, which operates directly or indirectly in support of 
any offshore crude oil or natural gas drilling or pumping operations 
within 100 nautical miles of the coastline of the County of San Diego. 

176,024 
76.48% 

54,144 
23.52% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/4/86 C 
(pass) 

AMENDS PEOPLE’S ORDINANCE NO. 7691. Shall People’s 
Ordinance No.7691 relating to City Refuse as adopted in 1919 be 
amended to: 
Define “refuse”, “residential refuse”, “nonresidential refuse”, 
“residential facility”, “nontransient occupancy” and “small business 
enterprise”; 
Authorize the City Council to regulate by ordinance the collection, 
transportation and disposal of refuse so that residential refuse shall 
be collected, transported and disposed of by the City at least once 
each week with no City fee imposed for same by City Forces; 
Provide that the City shall not collect nonresidential refuse except 
that, if authorized by the City Council, nonresidential refuse from a 
small business enterprise may be collected, limited to once a week 
service in an amount no greater than one hundred fifty percent 
(150%) of the refuse generated by an average City residential 
dwelling unit and there shall be no City fee imposed for the same by 
City Forces; nor enter upon private property to collect refuse absent 
a case of public emergency or pursuant to an agreement in effect as 
of this ordinance; 
Provide that fees established by ordinance of the City Council for 
disposal of nonresidential refuse shall not exceed the full 
ascertainable cost to the City for such disposal; and 
Provide that pursuant to ordinance the City Manager may promulgate 
rules and regulations to provide for the collection, transportation and 
disposal of refuse? 

185,160 
82.67% 

38,825 
17.33% 

N N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/4/86 D 
(pass) 

AMENDMENT OF PROGRESS GUIDE AND GENERAL PLAN FOR 
THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO.  Shall the Progress Guide and General 
Plan be amended to shift 178 acres of land (consisting of 166 acres 
owned by The City of San Diego and 12 acres privately owned) from 
the “future urbanizing” designation to the “planned urbanizing” 
designation so that the 166 acres may be traded by the City to 
Genstar Development, Inc. for 291 acres of land presently owned by 
Genstar plus payment by Genstar to City of approximately 
$1,000,000? 

163,782 
72.10% 

63,364 
27.90% 

N N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

6/3/86 E 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CHARTER AMENDMENT AMENDING 
SECTION 11.1 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
AND ADDING SECTION 11.2. 

SECTION 11.1. LEGISLATIVE POWER - NONDELEGABLE. 
Imposes upon City Council same prohibition against delegating 
legislative power or responsibility as State Constitution imposes on 
the State Legislature regarding raising and spending public monies. 
Establishes guidelines for Council consideration in setting employee 
compensation. 
Requires City Council to give priority to police protection in setting 
compensation of City employees. 
Extends the prohibition against unlawful delegation to any scheme or 
formula which seeks to fix, establish or adjust the compensation of 
City of San Diego employees at the level of the largest cities in 
California or the State of California. 

SECTION 11.2. LEGISLATIVE POWER - MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING. 
Notwithstanding any provisions of this Charter to the contrary, 
nothing in this Charter shall be construed to preclude the Council 
from entering into a multiple year memorandum of understanding 
with any recognized City employee organization concerning wages, 
hours and other terms and conditions of employment if, in the 
prudent exercise of legislative discretion as provided in this Charter, 
the Council determines it is in the best interest of the City to do so; 
and further provided that said exercise of legislative discretion is 
expressed affirmatively by a two-thirds vote of the entire Council. 

99,634 
62.59% 

59,541 
37.41% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

6/3/86 F 
(fail) 

INITIATIVE MEASURE.  AMENDS THE CHARTER OF THE CITY 
OF SAN DIEGO BY ADDING SECTION 130.1.  The Council shall 
establish, for fiscal year 1986-1987, a base salary for the 
classification of Police Officer II, which is not less than the average 
base salary for comparable police officer positions in the California 
Highway Patrol and the police departments of the four (4) largest 
cities by population in the State of California. In determining the 
average salaries, no California city will be considered if that city is 
required to use an averaging formula for determining police officer 
salaries. All other classifications in the police unit shall receive a 
percentage base salary increase equal to that for Police Officer II as 
determined in the above manner. 
The establishment of salaries for police classifications using the 
above formula for fiscal year 1986-1987 shall not require an increase 
in the annual tax levy. 

63,848 
39.32% 

98,518 
60.68% 

Y  init  N  

11/5/85 A 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO INITIATIVE MEASURE.  AMENDS THE CITY 
OF SAN DIEGO PROGRESS GUIDE AND GENERAL PLAN.  Shall 
the City of San Diego Progress Guide and General Plan be amended 
by adding restrictions requiring that land areas which are designated 
as “future urbanizing” not be redesignated without voter approval? 

77,640 
56.12% 

60,712 
43.88% 

N  init  N  
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/6/84 C 
(pass) 

RATIFICATION OF ORDINANCE NO. O-16248 (NEW SERIES). 
Shall Ordinance No. 0-16248 (New Series) entitled, “AN 
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE FROM THE 
SALK INSTITUTE FOR BIOLOGICAL STUDIES (SALK) OF A 
PORTION OF PUEBLO LOT 1324 CONSISTING OF 2.57 ACRES 
OF SALK PROPERTY TO BE ADDED TO TORREY PINES CITY 
PARK AND AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE IN ADDITION OF 
$350,000.00 TO BE USED FOR PARK ACQUISITION AND 
IMPROVEMENTS, IN EXCHANGE FOR A CONVEYANCE BY THE 
CITY TO SALK OF 2.3 ACRES OF DEDICATED TORREY PINES 
CITY PARK LAND NOW USED AND TO BE USED BY SALK FOR 
RESEARCH PURPOSES,” adopted by the Council of The City of 
San Diego be ratified? 

264,752 
83.4% 

52,711 
16.6% 

N N Y 

11/6/84 D 
(fail) 

ADVISORY VOTE ONLY.  Shall the name of the City’s stadium be 
changed back from “SAN DIEGO JACK MURPHY STADIUM” to 
“SAN DIEGO STADIUM”? 

151,432 
45.4% 

182,449 
54.6% 

N N N 

6/5/84 B 
(pass) 

RATIFICATION OF ORDINANCE NO. O-16173 (NEW SERIES). 
Shall Ordinance No. 0-16173 (New Series) entitled, “AN 
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXCHANGE, SALE OR LEASE 
TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA OF PORTIONS OF 
PUEBLO LOTS 1276, 1304, 1305, 1306, 1318 AND 1319 OF THE 
PUEBLO LANDS OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO,” adopted by the 
Council of the City of San Diego be ratified? 

117,058 
67.52% 

56,305 
32.48% 

N N N 

Page 16 of 25 



E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/8/83 A 
(pass) 

ADVISORY VOTE ONLY:  Shall the City enter into an agreement 
with the San Diego Unified Port District which provides that the Port 
shall build a convention and exhibition center on Port-owned land at 
Port expense using available Port District funds; and further provides 
that the City shall operate and maintain this center, provided that the 
cost to the City for operating and maintaining the center shall be paid 
only from revenues derived from operation of the center itself and, if 
necessary, from Transient Occupancy Tax revenues derived from 
occupancy of hotels within the Navy Field Complex? 

96,099 
58.79% 

67,373 
41.21% 

N N N 

11/8/83 B 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CHARTER AMENDMENT.  ADDS SECTION 
76.1.  Amends the Charter relating to special taxes to conform to 
Article XIII (A) of the California Constitution by providing that a 
special tax may be levied by the City Council only if approved by a 
two-thirds vote of the qualified electors of the City or if the special tax 
is to be levied upon less than the entire City only if approved by a 
two-thirds vote of the qualified electors in the area of the City in 
which the tax is to be levied. 

100,992 
67.29% 

49,100 
32.71% 

Y N N 

11/8/83 C 
(fail) 

APPROVAL OF IMPOSITION OF TAX IN PROPOSED LA JOLLA 
LANDSCAPE DISTRICT.  Approving the imposition of a tax of $20 
per annum on each taxable unit of properly located in the proposed 
La Jolla Landscape District to provide for landscaping improvements 
and maintenance within the District. 

5,130 
55.85% 

4,055 
44.15% 

N N Y 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/2/82 G 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO INITIATIVE MEASURE.  Shall the people of 
the City of San Diego ordain that the City will adopt a Paramedic 
Transport System meeting the following criteria: 
A. All Paramedics will be assigned to Paramedic Transport 
ambulances meeting the requirements for Paramedic ambulances 
set by State law.  Paramedics will respond to all medical 
emergencies in these Paramedic ambulances. Paramedics will 
transport all patients requiring Paramedic care to an emergency 
medical facility in these Paramedic ambulances, in accordance with 
State law and San Diego County Paramedic protocols. 
B. The system adopted may use public resources only, a combi-
nation of public and private resources or private resources only. 

224,530 
85.78% 

37,231 
14.22% 

N  init  N  

6/8/82 A 
(pass) 

APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE NO. O-15554 (NEW SERIES). Shall 
Ordinance No. 0-15554 (New Series), adopted by the Council of The 
City of San Diego, be approved so as to amend the City Employees’ 
Retirement System by establishing the 1981 Pension System for all 
employees hired on and after September 4, 1981? 

130,090 
59.88% 

69,062 
40.12% 

N N N 

11/3/81 E 
(fail) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CHARTER AMENDMENTS.  AMENDS 
SECTIONS 10, 12 AND 23 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF 
SAN DIEGO.  Establishes that Council members shall be nominated 
and elected by district rather than nominated by district and selected 
citywide. 

56,690 
41,29% 

80,598 
58.71% 

Y  init  N  
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/3/81 F 
(pass) 

AMENDS PEOPLE’S ORDINANCE NO. 7691. Shall People’s 
Ordinance No. 7691 relating to City refuse as adopted in 1919 be 
amended to authorize the City Council to adopt rules and regulations 
to specifically provide that: no fees shall be charged for the 
collection, transportation or disposal of residential waste generated 
within the City of San Diego; cost recovery fees may be charged for 
the disposal of commercial wastes and industrial wastes generated in 
the City; City collection of waste from any single commercial or 
industrial enterprise shall not exceed one hundred fifty percent 
(150%) of the waste generated by an average City residential 
dwelling unit; the City Manager is authorized to designate the waste 
service areas within the City and direct waste collected in those 
areas to designated waste disposal facilities? 

107,200 
81.29% 

24,667 
18.71% 

N N N

 11/3/81 G 
(fail) 

RATIFICATION OF ORDINANCE NO. O-15557 (New Series). Shall 
Ordinance No. O-15557 (New Series) entitled, “AN ORDINANCE 
AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL FROM CEMETERY DEDICATION 
OF APPROXIMATELY SIXTEEN (16) ACRES OF THAT PART OF 
MOUNT HOPE CEMETERY WHICH IS UNDEVELOPED AND IS 
NOT NEEDED FOR CEMETERY PURPOSES AND IS SOUTH OF 
MARKET STREET, SO THAT SAID PROPERTY MAY BE UTILIZED 
THROUGH LEASE OR SALE FOR PURPOSES WHICH ARE 
CONSISTENT WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN FOR SAID AREA,” 
adopted by the Council of The City of San Diego be ratified? 

56,816 
48.82% 

75,866 
57.18% 

N N Y 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/3/81 H 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO LOW-RENT HOUSING PROPOSAL FOR 
LOW-INCOME OR ELDERLY LOW-INCOME PERSONS.  Do the 
qualified electors of the City of San Diego approve the development, 
construction and acquisition of low-rent housing projects with the City 
to provide not more than 2,500 dwelling units on scattered sites for 
living accommodations for low-income persons including but not 
limited to low-income elderly or low-income disabled persons? 

73,295 
54.04% 

62,343 
45.96% 

N N N 

5/5/81 A 
(fail) 

APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE NO. 15375 (NEW SERIES). Shall 
Ordinance No. 15375 (New Series) of the Ordinances of The City of 
San Diego adopted by the Council on October 28, 1980, which 
approved a lease agreement between The City of San Diego and the 
Redevelopment Agency of The City of San Diego of certain property 
located in the Columbia Redevelopment Project for the purpose of 
construction and operation of a convention and exhibition center be 
approved? 

112,848 
43.4% 

147,083 
56.6% 

N  ref  N  

11/4/80 L 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CHARTER AMENDMENT.  AMENDS 
SECTION 11.1 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO. 
Extends the prohibition against unlawful delegation of the legislative 
responsibility to set compensation for City employees to any scheme 
or formula which seeks to fix the compensation to that of employees 
of any other public agency whose governing board is not elected by 
and not accountable to the people of the City of San Diego. 

178,998 
60.41% 

117,316 
39.59% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/4/80 M 
(fail) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CHARTER AMENDMENT.  AMENDS 
SECTIONS 12.1 AND 24.1 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF 
SAN DIEGO.  Provides that each year the Salary Setting 
Commission shall recommend to the Council the enactment of an 
ordinance establishing the salary of the Mayor and Members of the 
Council for the following fiscal year instead of submitting 
recommendations every even year. The Council shall adopt the 
salaries as recommended by the Commission, or in some lesser 
amount, but in no event may it increase the amount. 

123,778 
42.41% 

168,084 
57.59% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/4/80 N 
(fail) 

INITIATIVE MEASURE ADDING SECTION 130.5 TO THE 
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO.  Establishes a formula to 
pay San Diego City fire fighters salaries equal to the average of 
salaries paid to fire fighters of the five largest cities in California other 
than San Diego. Each year the Civil Service Commission is required 
to survey the rates of compensation paid to fire fighters, fire 
engineers, fire captains, fire battalion chiefs and fire deputy chiefs in 
the five largest cities and certify to the City Council the average 
monthly salary, excluding fringe benefits, paid to these ranks. 
Requires the City Council to fix minimum monthly rates of 
compensation paid to San Diego fire fighters at least equal to the 
average salary for each rank as certified by the Civil Service 
Commission. The rates of compensation fixed shall be minimum 
rates and nothing in section would prevent the City from meeting and 
conferring with fire fighters’ representatives to negotiate rates of 
compensation in excess of the minimum rates provided for. 
Provides for gradual adjustment of salaries over four years. The 
difference between San Diego City fire fighters’ salaries and those of 
the surveyed cities shall be computed in 1981 and adjusted each 
fiscal year with 40 percent of the difference to be paid July 1, 1981 
and 20 percent on each succeeding July 1 so that from and after July 
1, 1984, San Diego City fire fighters shall be paid salaries at least 
equal to the average salaries for those ranks in the surveyed cities. 

137,008 
43.99% 

174,418 
56.01% 

Y  init  N  
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

11/4/80 O 
(fail) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CHARTER AMENDMENT INITIATIVE. 
AMENDS CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO BY ADDING A 
NEW SECTION 43.2 ENTITLED, “FAIR RENT BOARDS.”  Shall the 
Charter be amended to do, among other things, the following:  to 
create eight (8) local boards of five (5) members to review complaints 
with respect to rent increases, with various powers, including the 
power to limit the increases to fair and equitable levels and to 
disapprove excessive increases; to create a central board consisting 
of 17 members made up of one (1) landlord and one (1) tenant 
member from each of the local boards and a 17th member selected 
by them with various powers, including the power to suspend the rent 
adjustment provision of the amendment, make studies, report to the 
Council on the rental market and subpoena witnesses; to provide for 
rent increases only when demonstrated necessary to the landlord 
making a fair return on investment; and to limit the landlord’s right to 
recover possession? 

83,979 
25.82% 

241,234 
74.18% 

Y  init  N  

6/3/80 A 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CHARTER AMENDMENT.  ADDS SECTION 
11.1 TO THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO.  Imposes 
upon City Council same prohibition against delegating legislative 
power or responsibility as State Constitution imposes on the State 
Legislature regarding raising and spending public monies. 
Establishes guidelines for Council consideration in setting employee 
compensation. 
Requires City Council to give priority to police protection in setting 
compensation of City employees. 

135,096 
59.83% 

90,720 
40.17% 

Y N N 
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E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

6/3/80 B 
(fail) 

INITIATIVE MEASURE AMENDING SECTION 129.1 OF THE 
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO.  Establishes impasse 
resolution procedures to resolve disputes between the City and the 
recognized employee organization for Police Officers by providing for 
the submission to a three-member Board of Arbiters of all unresolved 
disputes or controversies pertaining to matters within the scope of 
representation. 
Provides for both sides selecting one member of the Board of 
Arbiters and those two members selecting the third member who 
becomes the Chairperson. Establishes a procedure for the selection 
of the third member absent agreement. 
For each issue submitted, the Board of Arbiters shall select either the 
final position of the City or the Police organization and each such 
selection by the Board shall be final and binding upon the parties. 
Provides that expenses of any Board proceeding shall be borne 
equally by the parties. 

104,980 
46.19% 

122,306 
53.81% 

Y  init  N  

6/3/80 C 
(fail) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CHARTER AMENDMENTS.  AMENDS 
SECTIONS 10, 12 AND 23 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF 
SAN DIEGO.  Establishes that Council members shall be nominated 
and elected by district rather than nominated by district and elected 
citywide. 

112,009 
49.76% 

113,109 
50.24% 

Y N N 

6/3/80 D 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CHARTER AMENDMENT.  AMENDS 
SECTION 92 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO. 
Authorizes the City Council to establish the rate of interest within the 
legal limit that tax anticipation notes may bear and removes present 
five percent per annum limitation. 

146,511 
67.92% 

69,212 
32.08% 

Y N N 

Page 24 of 25 



 

E-DATE PROP TEXT #/% YES #/% NO Charter 
Amend? 

Init/ 
Ref? 

2/3 
Vote? 

6/3/80 E 
(pass) 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CHARTER AMENDMENT.  AMENDS 
SECTION 129 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO. 
Clarifies existing language to expressly provide that upon attaining 
permanent status, officers and employees in the Classified Service 
may be removed only for cause and that prior to attaining permanent 
status, officers and employees in the Classified Service may be 
removed under those conditions and in the manner specified by the 
Civil Service Commission. 

121,872 
57.24% 

91,035 
42.76% 

Y N N 

6/3/80 F 
(pass) 

RATIFICATION OF ORDINANCE NO. O-15215 (NEW SERIES). 
Shall Ordinance No. O-15215 (New Series) entitled, “AN 
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE REMOVAL FROM CEMETERY 
DEDICATION OF FIFTY-SEVEN (57) ACRES OF THAT PART OF 
MOUNT HOPE CEMETERY WHICH IS UNDEVELOPED AND IS 
NOT NEEDED FOR CEMETERY PURPOSES AND IS NORTH OF 
MARKET STREET, SO THAT SAID PROPERTY MAY BE UTILIZED 
THROUGH LEASE OR SALE FOR PURPOSES WHICH ARE 
CONSISTENT WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN FOR SAID AREA, 
OR FOR NAVAL HOSPITAL PURPOSES, IF FOR ANY REASON 
THE BALBOA PARK NAVAL HOSPITAL IS NOT REBUILT IN 
BALBOA PARK,” adopted by this Council of The City of San Diego 
be ratified? 

150,684 
68.71% 

68,623 
31.29% 

N N Y 
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