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The New Norm: Normal Street Median Improvements Begin in Hillcrest
Parking and Landscaping Enhancements will Benefit the Community

SAN DIEGO, CA (September 28, 2009) - San Diego City Councilmember Todd Gloria
today joined Hillcrest community members and City staff at the ground breaking for
improvements to the Normal Street median in Hillcrest.

The median improvement project will help address the community's parking needs and
visually enhance the frequently-traveled area on Normal Street from University Avenue
to Blaine Avenue.

"Hillcrest is a thriving community for residents and visitors, and the Normal
Street median improvements will help address the challenge of our parking
shortage near the business district," said Councilmember Gloria, who represents the
area.

The project features:
• Raised median with landscaping and irrigation
• 2-hour metered angled parking zone on the east side of the median
• Upgrades to two existing pedestrian ramps
• Installation of three new pedestrian ramps
• Addition of two new disabled parking spaces

The parking meters were approved by the City Council in May 2009 and will aid Hillcrest
in two ways: they will allow for more frequent turnover of spaces and 45% of the parking
meter revenues will be reinvested in parking solutions in the neighborhood.
Council member Gloria is hopeful the parking improvements will continue.

"It is critical that we implement parking management techniques like these while
moving toward adding new parking spaces with surface lots or garages," said
Councilmember Gloria.

The project costs $293,250, more than half of which is being funded through the
Uptown Partnership. Local parking meter revenue is being paired with City resources to
make the project possible.

Construction will begin immediately and is schedule to be complete in December 2009.

###


