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District Three Dialogue 

Councilmember Todd Gloria 
advocated for a plan of action 
following the  release of the City of 
San Diegoôs Five Year Financial 
Outlook on October 1. 
 

ñAs a City, we must pursue 
comprehensive solutions that 
tackle the immediate financial 
shortage while moving forward 
aggressively and openly about 
potential means of general revenue 

revenues, causing the City to make 
annual cuts to personnel and 
services, even during healthy 
economic times.  Councilmember 
Gloria urged his colleagues and the 
public to recognize and address this 
longstanding problem by 
immediately opening budget 
discussions. 
 

ñI appreciate the honesty of Mayor 
Sanders and support his call to 
examine every responsible 
alternative to deal with the realities 
of our budget, including service cuts, 
efficiencies and funding 
mechanisms,ò said Councilmember 
Gloria.  ñI have never heard a 
constituent tell me that they get too 
many City services; our solution 
cannot solely consist of cutting 
already low service levels.  Pursuing 
additional revenues must also be 
included in the equation to balance 
our ledger.  The Five Year Financial 
Outlook will be seen by some as a 
bitter pill to swallow, but I urge my 
colleagues to embrace it as a 
challenge to act upon.  We owe it to 
the public to make real remedies a 
priority and literally cannot afford to 
wait any longer.ò 
 

Councilmember Gloria looks forward 
to working closely with the public, 
his City Council colleagues, the 
Mayor and City employees to set 
funding priorities and pursue 
appropriate new revenue streams. 
 
 

What services could you live 
without?  What might you be willing 
to pay more for?  Councilmember 
Gloria needs your input!  Call, write 
or email him your suggestions or 
send them through Facebook or 
Twitter. 

production for the long term 
sustainability of the City,ò said 
Councilmember Gloria. 
 

Nine out of 10 cities in America are 
grappling with similar budget 
troubles because of the global 
economic recession.  However, 
San Diegoôs financial challenges 
are exacerbated by a structural 
budget deficit; expenses are 
designed to be greater than 

City Council to Consider Winter 
Homeless Shelter Location on Oct. 13  
                                                                                   By Councilmember Gloria 

The City Councilôs discussion of 
the annual winter homeless shelter 
on September 14 left more 
questions than answers. Where 
might a shelter be located?  Will 
there be a shelter at all this 
year?  If there is no shelter, where 
will the homeless go when 
temperatures fall?  At the 
conclusion of the meeting there 
were no answers to these 
questions, but one thing was clear: 
it was the homeless who lost. 
 
Every year the City Council waits 
until the last minute to discuss this 
issue.  City officials limit the 
discussion to where service 
providers will be allowed to place 
the homeless during the winter 
months.  Then City staff 
recommends potential sites for the 
shelter.  Next the Council goes 
back and forth on the merits of a 
handful of locations.  Eventually, 
we piece something together that is 
implemented and lasts only a few 
short weeks in the winter.  Despite 

our familiarity with this almost 
scripted annual process, not even 
this was accomplished in 
September. 
 
Instead, a new list of potential 
shelter locations was requested 
and will include at least one 
alternative located in Council 
District Three.  Let me be clear, 
District Three is not shunning its 
responsibility to the underserved.  
Over the past three years, the 
communities of Talmadge, 
Normal Heights and North Park 
have accepted three different 
permanent supportive housing 
developments for homeless 
seniors, disabled veterans and for 
youth who have transitioned out 
of the foster care system.   
 
Given past experience, it is clear 
that the requested list will not 
magically produce a previously 
overlooked site that will  
 

Continued on page 4. 
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Good News for Council District Three  

òPave it Forwardó ð Mayor and 
Councilmember Gloria Showcase 
Citywide Street Repairs  
 
San Diego Mayor Jerry Sanders and City Councilmember Todd Gloria 
joined work crews and community members on a City Heights street 
being repaved as part of the Cityôs renewed investment into its roads on 
September 23.  In Fiscal Year 2009, the City increased its street repair 
budget to $79.2 million, a jump of almost 400%, to address 
maintenance needs, improve quality of life and strengthen 
neighborhood vitality. 
 

ñSmoother roads are ahead for San Diego,ò said Councilmember Gloria.  
ñSixty miles of roads in Council District Three will be repaved or overlaid 
by October 2010, and I know my neighbors welcome these 
improvements.ò 
 

The news conference took place on Rowan Street in the Fairmount 
Park community of City Heights.  Rowan Street was in ill-repair and 
cited by residents as one of the roughest local roads.  Councilmember 
Gloria, who represents the area, has fought for infrastructure 
investment, a priority shared by Mayor Sanders.  
 

ñThe City of San Diego is accelerating the pace of street repairs,ò said 
Mayor Sanders.  ñIôve made repairing crumbling infrastructure in our 
communities a top priority because itôs a priority for San Diegans.ò 
 

Both Mayor Sanders and Councilmember Gloria confirmed their 
commitment to strengthening the Cityôs infrastructure while being  

San Diego City Councilmember Todd Gloria joined community 
members and City staff at the groundbreaking for improvements to the 
Normal Street median in Hillcrest on September 28. 
 

The median improvement project will help address the communityôs 
parking needs and visually enhance the frequently-traveled area on 
Normal Street from University Avenue to Blaine Avenue.   
 

ñHillcrest is a thriving community for residents and visitors, and the 
Normal Street median improvements will help address the challenge of 

our parking 
shortage near 
the business 
district,ò said 
Councilmember 
Gloria.  
 
The project 
features a raised 
median with 
landscaping and 
irrigation; 15 2-
hour metered 
parking spaces  

honest about the amount of funds necessary to complete the large 
task. 
 

The Cityôs overall deferred maintenance backlog including repairs to 
roads, public buildings and properties, and water and wastewater 
systems, is estimated to cost approximately $1 billion.  The Cityôs $103 
million infrastructure bond announced by the Mayor in April 2009 is 
being used to jumpstart several projects.  City infrastructure bond funds 
are being combined with Proposition 1B, Proposition 42 and trenching 
fees for the street repairs. 
 

Please visit www.sandiego.gov/cd3/issues/infrastructure for a map of 
planned street improvements. 

on the medianôs east side; upgrades to two existing pedestrian ramps; 
installation of three new pedestrian ramps; and the addition of two new 
disabled parking spaces. 
 

The parking meters were approved by the City Council in May 2009 
and will aid Hillcrest in two ways: they will allow for more frequent 
turnover of spaces, and 45% of the parking meter revenues will be 
reinvested in additional parking solutions in the neighborhood.  
Councilmember Gloria is hopeful the parking improvements will 
continue. 
 

ñIt is critical that we implement parking management techniques like 
these while moving toward adding new parking spaces with surface lots 
or garages,ò said Councilmember Gloria. 
 

The project costs $293,250, more than half of which is being funded 
through the Uptown Partnership.  Local parking meter revenue is being 
paired with City resources to make the project possible.   
 

Construction will begin immediately and is scheduled to be complete in 
December 2009.   
 
Councilmember Gloria is working on other parking solutions for 
Hillcrest as well, including potential part-time use of the lots at the 
DMV, AT&T and Pernicanos.  Please stay tuned for updates. 

The New Norm: New Parking Spaces Being Added to Normal Street Median  

http://www.sandiego.gov/cd3/issues/infrastructure
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Streets are Safer with Traffic 
Improvements  
 
Over the last few months, many improvements to improve traffic flow 
and safety have been implemented in Council District Three.  Several 
of the changes resulted from public input about problem areas.   
 

All-way stop signs were installed at Cypress Ave. and Florida St. 
and Adams Ave. and Oregon St. 

Guide signs for 163 North were installed facing westbound traffic 
at University Ave. and 10th Ave. 

The traffic circle signage at the intersection of Landis St. and 
Louisiana St. was improved and brought up to City standards. 

Red no parking zones were installed at 4390 Arizona St., 3536 
Ray St., 3369 C St., the intersection of Donald Ave. and 
Wightman St., and the southeast corner of 4th Ave. and Walnut 
Ave. 

Blue disabled parking zones were installed at 2820 Lincoln, 4122 
Utah St., 3693 Grim St., 3878 Van Dyke Ave. and 3660 Villa 
Terrace. 

Blue parking zones were removed from 2877 Polk Ave., 1735 
Robinson Ave., 4538 Maryland St. and 4533 32nd St. 

A 25 MPH Speed Limit sign facing westbound traffic was installed 
at Upas St. and 30th St. 

 
If you have a concern about your neighborhoods, Councilmember 
Gloria wants to hear from you!  You may reach the office by calling  
619-236-6633 and by emailing ToddGloria@sandiego.gov. 

Good News for Council District Three  

Councilmember Gloria Unveils New 
Bus Shelters  
 
On September 25, San Diego City Councilmember Todd Gloria and the 
City Heights Business Association (CHBA) cut the ribbon on a bus 
shelter in front of the City Heights ï Price-Weingart Branch Library on 
September 25.  It is one of 20 new bus shelters in City Heights 
purchased and installed by CHBA. 
 
ñCity Heights is a very transit-friendly area, and these bus shelters are 
practical and attractive additions to our neighborhood,ò said 
Councilmember Gloria.  ñThis community is worth this investment, and I 
appreciate the City Heights Business Association for making this 
project happen.ò 
 
CHBA identified the need for bus shelters four years ago.  Four 
shelters were funded through the successful application for Community 
Development Block Grants.  The City Heights Project Area Committee 
recommended the CHBAôs request to the City of San Diegoôs 
Redevelopment Agency, which approved the funding for the remaining 
16 bus shelters.   
 
ñThe residents of City Heights are pleased that after a long and difficult 
process, we finally have the bus shelters we worked so hard to get,ò 
said Enrique Gandarilla, Executive Director of CHBA. 

Florida Street Repairs Coming Soon!  

City Heights 
Welcomes 
New Roots 
Community 
Farm  
 
On the sunny afternoon 
of September 10, the 
newest shining gem of 
City Heights was 
revealed: the New 
Roots Community 
Farm.  Located in the 
Chollas Triangle at 
Chollas Parkway and 
54th Street, the City 
property has been 

transformed into more than two acres of gardens by 200 volunteers and 
80 families.  The New Roots Community Farm is the first urban food 
project to be permitted within the City of San Diego.  Councilmember 
Gloria, who proudly participated in the grand opening, hopes more will 

follow.   

ñI am currently exploring options for policy changes that could make it 
easier to establish community gardens and farms,ò said the 

Councilmember, seen at the right touring the farm with a neighbor. 

Councilmember Gloria has held a hearing on the community gardens 
policy at the Land Use and Housing Committee, which he chairs, and 
continues to pursue additional garden sites in District Three.  The 
International Rescue Committee led the effort to create the farm and 
hosted the opening.   
 
For more information, please visit www.sandiegoroots.org.  

A badly damaged segment of Florida Street in North Park will soon be 
repaired.   The San Diego City Council recently approved the 
advertisement and award of bids for concrete street panel replacement 
throughout the City.  Included on the list of repair locations was Florida 
Street between Robinson Avenue and Myrtle Avenue, the source of 
numerous complaints for the past several years. 
 
ñMotorists traveling to North Park and neighboring communities will 
soon enjoy a much smoother ride on Florida Street,ò said 
Councilmember Gloria.  ñStrong communities are built on strong 
infrastructure, and Iôm very pleased to deliver these critical 
improvements to a much-travelled roadway.ò 
began.ò 
 
Construction is expected to begin in December 2009 and be completed 
in March 2010. 


