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Talmadge Lights Are Back On!  
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For anyone who lives in 
Talmadge or has visited the 
eastern-most neighborhood in 
Council District Three at night 
recently, the dark streets could 
not be missed.   
 
In late July, the lights came back 
to Talmadge.  The complete lack 
of lighting plagued the community 
for months, which has also dealt 

When Talmadge was built, the 
electrical wiring for the streetlights 
was just buried in the ground 
under the sidewalks and streets, 
without any protection or casings.  
(See photo above.)  Through the 
years, the moisture present in the 
soil naturally impacted the wires 
and caused the lighting problems.  
These 83-year old series circuits 
are extremely fragile. 
 
ñI am thrilled that the lights are 
back on in Talmadge,ò said 
Councilmember Todd Gloria.  ñI 
extend my thanks to the Cityôs 
General Services Department for 
their dedication to solving this 
problem and to the community 
members for their patience.ò 
 
City staff indicates the circuits 
should have been replaced years 
ago.  Until that occurs, the Cityôs 
dedicated electricians now have 
the expertise to pinpoint and 
address problems that may arise.   
 

with frequent 
localized outages 
for many years.   
 
Unlike many areas 
of San Diego, the 
non-functioning 
lights were not due 
to simple burned-
out bulbs.   
 

Keeping History Alive in Balboa Park  

Balboa Park is the crown jewel of 
San Diego.  As the 2015 
centennial celebration of the 
Panama-California Exposition 
nears, Councilmember Gloria is 
focused on preserving the beauty 
and history of the park for its next 
100 years and beyond.  This 
summer, two important 
milestones occurred. 
 
Marston House Re-Opening 
Councilmember Todd Gloria was 
thrilled to participate in the re-
opening of the Marston House in 
Balboa Park on July 23.   The 
Marston House is a local historic 
treasure which was closed 
months ago because of budget 

problems.  The landmark will 
now be managed through a 
partnership with Save Our 
Heritage Organization (SOHO). 
 
The Marston House Museum & 
Gardens is now Friday through 
Sunday, 10:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m.  
The house and gardens will be 
available for group tours and 
rentals for special events.  For 
more information, please visit 
http://sohosandiego.org/
marston/mh_now.htm.   
 
Museum of Man Honored for 
Preservation Efforts 
The California Preservation 
Foundation and the 2009 
Preservation Design Awards 
Jury selected Balboa Parkôs 
California Building and the 
Museum of Man façade 
restoration project for an award 
in the Craftsmanship/ 
Preservation Technology 
category. 
 

Turn on the lightsé 
Report Broken Streetlights! 

619-236-6633 

Council-

member 

Gloria and 
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Bruce Coons 

review the 

history of the 

Marston 
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San Diegoõs Water Supply: New Rules for Gray Water Use 

Thanks to new rules from the State of 
California, residents seeking to reuse water 
will have an easier time by not having to 
obtain costly and time-consuming permits 
for their at-home systems.  Local officials 
may weigh in with additional restrictions,  

but for now, Councilmember Todd Gloria 
is pleased with that more people will be 
able to decrease their overall water 
demand by using gray water.  Advocates 
for water reuse tout the impacts of 
diverting used water, also known as gray 
water, to yards for irrigation purposes.   
 
Gray water includes wastewater from 
showers, bathtubs, bathroom sinks and 
washing machines.  Water from toilets, 
kitchen sinks and dishwashers should not 
be reused because of high bacterial 
counts. 
 
It is estimated that gray water systems 
can be installed for roughly $200.   
 

Approximately 1/3 of a householdôs water can 
be reused, greatly impacting the regionôs water 
supply and a familyôs water bill. 
 
Residential gray water systems must be in 
compliance with several remaining restrictions. 
Gray water system requirements: 

The system must allow users to direct 
water to an irrigation field or the sewer. 
Gray water runoff and ponding are 
prohibited. 
Gray water released above ground must 
be covered by at least two inches of 
material that decreases potential human 
contact. 
Water used to wash soiled garments must 
be diverted to the sewer. 
Gray water should not be used to irrigate 
root vegetables. 

 

For more information, please visit http://
hcd.ca.gov/codes/shl/
graywater_emergency.html.   
 
The artwork to the left was completed by Eric 
Wang, a fourth grader, for the Cityôs annual 
water conservation poster contest.  See below 
for more information. 

Pedestrians and Pedal -ers Celebrate New Access 
through Mission Valley  

Councilmember Todd Gloria joined Councilmember Donna Frye, City Attorney Jan 
Goldsmith, community members and City staff on July 29 for the long-awaited re-
opening of the Ruffin Canyon Pedestrian Tunnel in Mission Valley. 
 
ñPedestrian and bicyclist access to the San Diego River from upland communities like 
Normal Heights currently consists of a few renegade trails and informal footpaths,ò said 
Councilmember Gloria at the ribbon-cutting.  ñThanks to the efforts of the Friends of 
Normal Heights Canyons and the San Diego River Conservancy, continued safe hiking 
access will be established between the communities on the mesa and the river.ò   
 
The tunnel, which crosses under Friars Road, is accessed on the south side between 
Costco and Islands Restaurant in the Fenton Marketplace and on the north side behind 
the Portofino community. 
 
The tunnel, 15 feet high and wide, was built in the late 1960s for trucks mining a quarry 
north of Friars Road 
across from what is now 
the Fenton Marketplace 
shopping center.  The 
tunnel was locked in the 
1980s with iron gates for 
security reasons.  Now 
reopened, the tunnel 
connects the 84-acres of 
dedicated parkland in 
Ruffin Canyon and the 
100 acres of Normal 
Heights Canyon with the 
San Diego River. 

 
Advocacy through Art:  

Water Conservation Posters 
Displayed at Local Recreation 

Centers  
 

To see the water conservation poster and the 
other 18 winning submissions to the Cityôs annual 
water conservation poster contest, visit the follow-
ing recreation centers and YMCAs or view them 
online at www.sandiego.gov/water/conservation. 
 
Golden Hill Rec Center, 2600 Golf Course Dr. 
Allied Gardens Rec Center, 5155 Greenbriar Ave. 
La Jolla RecCenter, 615 Propect St. 
Carmel Mtn. Ranch/Sabre Springs Rec Center, 
 10152 Rancho Carmel Dr. 
Santa Clara Rec Center, 1008 Santa Clara Pl. 
Southcrest Rec Center, 4149 Newton Ave. 
Toby Wells YMCA, 5105 Overland Ave. 
Willie Henderson Sports Complex,  
 1035 S. 45th St. 


