








In addition, my City Council office will be working with Business Improvement 
Districts, local business groups, civic groups and other organizations to raise awareness 
of the tax programs. We stand ready to help other Council Offices with their outreach 
efforts as well. 

Element 3: Public-Private Partnerships 

In conjunction with its Tax Amnesty and Tax Holiday initiatives, the City of Anaheim 
utilized several partnerships to support their small businesses. One partnership with the 
Anaheim Chamber of Commerce provided free memberships to new small businesses 
where they could access a wide array of support services. In addition, the local utility in 
Anaheim waived their initial hook-up fees. These kinds of partnerships can have a 
significant impact on helping small businesses succeed in their first year of operation. 

I'm pleased that the North County Chamber of Commerce has agreed to participate in 
such a program for small businesses operating within District 5. To take advantage of 
this offer, a formal linkage between the Business Tax Certificate program and this 
Chamber is now needed. 

I'd like to request that the City's Small Business Advisory Board study and recommend 
additional partnerships that could be formalized between the city and outside groups. As 
small businesses enroll in our Business Tax Certificate program they would be referred to 
these supporting partners for free or discounted assistance in getting started with their 
business activities. 

Element 4: Regulatory Relief Proposals 

During the 1990s, the Mayor and City Council convened several public hearings for the 
sole purpose of receiving complaints and suggestions from city small businesses on how 
to make San Diego more business friendly. Unfortunately, the last such day was held in 
1998-and the city is long overdue for another listening session. Working with the 
City'S Small Business Advisory Board and other interested parties, the City Council 
should organize another "Regulatory Relief Day" in 2009 to review possible reforms. 

During these tough economic times, I believe that the City of San Diego can and should 
do more to help small businesses and the self-employed. Given the significant level of 
complaints received regarding the Business Tax Certificate and the Rental Unit Business 
Tax programs, I am convinced we can operate these two programs in a more jobs­
friendly and service-oriented way. I look forward to working with the Mayor and City 
Council to achieve improvements on these issues. 


