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A Message from Carl… 

I am pleased to serve San Diego on our City Council and am working 
hard to honor the trust the voters have placed in me. I pledge to bring 
people's voice into city government and dedicate my time on the City 
Council to four key priorities: fiscal responsibility, open and honest 
government, clean and safe neighborhoods and quality jobs.  
 
In the past 90 days, here is some of the work I’ve undertaken to advance 
those four goals:  
 

 Balanced Budget Plan 

 Small Business Tax and  
       Regulatory Relief Package 

 $100,000 Club Salary Study 

 Report on Excessive Pensions 

 Cut Perks for the Politicians 

 Open Government Reform  
Package 

I will continue to update you on the progress of these reforms in this 
monthly newsletter.  

Also, I would like to invite you to visit the new Council District 5 
website at www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd5/. Here you will find more 
about my policy priorities, watch videos from City Hall and learn about 
upcoming community events. To ensure maximum transparency for the 
public, I also post my monthly calendar on the site for the public to view.  
  
Thank you to everyone for sharing your thoughts and concerns with me-
and your support for making positive change happen in San Diego 

.  

      
   

   

 

   

 

TTThhheee   DDDeeeMMMaaaiiiooo   DDDiiissspppaaatttccchhh   

 

 

 

 

City Administration Bldg. 
202 "C" Street, MS #10A 

San Diego, CA 92101 
Telephone: (619) 236-6655 

Fax: (619) 238-0915 
E-mail: carldemaio@sandiego.gov 
 

CCCaaarrrlllõõõsss   PPPooollliiicccyyy   

PPPrrriiiooorrriiitttiiieeesss   

FFFiiissscccaaalll    RRReeessspppooonnnsssiiibbbiii lll iii ttt yyy   

OOOpppeeennn   aaannnddd   HHHooonnneeesssttt    GGGooovvveeerrrnnnmmmeeennnttt    

CCCllleeeaaannn   aaannnddd   SSSaaafffeee   NNNeeeiiiggghhhbbbooorrrhhhoooooodddsss   

QQQuuuaaalll iii ttt yyy   JJJooobbbsss   

   

 

http://www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd5/
http://www.sandiego.gov/directories/servmap1.shtml
mailto:carldemaio@sandiego.gov
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  DeMaio Proposes Relief for Small Businesses on Tax 

In an effort to support and encourage entrepreneurship in these tough economic times Councilmember DeMaio is 
advocating for a four-point plan to support and educate small businesses and the self employed. DeMaioôs ñSmall Business 
Tax and Regulatory Proposalò includes 1) Tax Relief 2) Compliance Education and Outreach, 3) Public-Private Partnership, 
and 4) Regulatory Relief.  
  
Small businesses comprise 92% of all businesses in San Diego ï and because of the declining economy many more people 
are turning to self employment to make ends meet. Unfortunately, many of these people are unaware they qualify as a small 
business, requiring them to register with the cityôs Business Tax Certificate program. Furthermore, these folks are just now 
learning they are noncompliant upon receiving a penalty notice in the mail.  
 

Due to a new data sharing program being used by the city 
treasurer, thousands of San Diegans are being sent 
delinquency notices, complete with late fees, penalties and 
surcharges that can total more than $300.  
 
On top of working toward implementing some form of tax 
relief to encourage new businesses, Councilmember DeMaio 
believes the city should be aggressive in its public education 
and outreach efforts.  
 
He is also encouraging forging public-private partnerships to 
support small businesses. In conjunction with a tax relief 
initiative, small businesses would be referred to supporting to 
partners for assistance in getting started with their business 
activities. 
 
Finally, DeMaio is proposing that the City Council host a 
regulatory relief day in 2009 to hear of possible reforms from 
the public. 
 
ñImposing fees and penalties is not the way to support the 
economy here in San Diego. The city should foster a more 
jobs-friendly and service-oriented environment,ò commented 
DeMaio.  

 

 

Council Takes Action on Open Governance Reforms 
First in a Series of Reforms to Change How City Government Works 

 
City Councilmembers Carl DeMaio and Donna Frye applauded reforms enacted recently that will improve the openness and 
effectiveness of the City Council.  The Council will now hold six evening meetings per year to enhance public participation, 
selection of the Council President will be made in December after any newly elected members take office, and the Pledge of 
Allegiance will also become a formal part of the Tuesday meeting schedule.  
 
ñThe City Council has taken an important first step to change how  
City Hall works to make it more open and effective,ò commented  
DeMaio.  ñAfter months of work, we enacted reforms that will  
enhance public participation in city government, and I look forward  
to working with my colleagues on additional reforms to the Cityôs  
budget and oversight processes.ò  
 
Councilmember Donna Frye added, ñIôm looking forward to the next  
round of reforms in our open government efforts.ò  
 
These reforms are part of a larger package of 15 reforms  
Councilmembers DeMaio and Frye teamed up to suggest for  
improving the openness, effectiveness and independence of the City 
Council.   

 
 

 

Councilmembers DeMaio and Frye seek input 
from the public at a forum on open government.  

ñWhile politicians in Washington, D.C are focused 
on federal bailout packages for Wall Street and big 
business, the City of San Diego can and should do 
everything it can to support local job creation and 
self employment here on Main Street,ò commented 
DeMaio at his press conference unveiling the relief 
proposal.  
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Councilmember DeMaio Leads by 

Example in Rejecting Perks 

 
Councilmember DeMaio is leading by example in promoting 
efficiency and transparency in government by imposing stricter 
rules for his own Council Office. 
 
He believes the City Council should lead by example by cutting 
their own perks and budgets, while disclosing to the public who 
they are meeting with and why.  
 
The first day in office he committed to refusing to accept perks 
granted to politicians and adopted the following six rules for his 
office: 

 
  
 
Do you have ideas on ways the City Council can be more 
transparent? Email suggestions to 
CarlDeMaio@SanDiego.gov.  

 
 
 
 
 

Council Budget Reductions:  For each of the last five 
years, DeMaio has proposed cutting city council budgets.  
His office budget easily accomplished the budget 
reduction without an impact to service levels.

Rejection of Elected Official Pension Plan:  By opting out, 
he will save taxpayers $28,662 per year.  

Rejection of Elected Official Auto Allowance:  DeMaio is 
refusing the automatic auto allowance of $9600 each 
elected official receives per year and will only seek 
reimbursement for documented mileage outside of a 
normal work commute.  

Posting Schedule Online: To ensure maximum public 
transparency, his official calendar will be posted online at 
the end of each month.  

Gift Ban: While elected officials are allowed to receive up 
to $420 in gifts from any one source per year, DeMaio 
will refuse any and all gifts. 

Stadium Boxes: Elected officials receive tickets to VIP 
boxes at the Qualcomm and Petco Park stadiums.  
DeMaio will not utilize these tickets for personal use and 
instead will donate them to local charities.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Update on the Scripps Ranch  

Information Center 

 
When Councilmember DeMaio was elected to the City 
Council, he made a commitment to ensuring that the 
Scripps Ranch Information Center remain open for 
community use. The Councilmember is pleased to report 
that working cooperatively with the SRCA and Gerry 
Braun from Mayor Sandersô office, we are very close to 
reaching an agreement to keep the Scripps Ranch 
Information Center open to Scripps Ranch community 
groups and homeownersô associations.  As of press time, 
a temporary use permit is in place and a three year lease 
is anticipated to be signed as early as next week.  This is 
a win for the Scripps Ranch community and for the city. 
  
In January, information centers throughout the city were 
closed to save city funds.  The SRCA has stepped up to 
take on the expenses of the Scripps Ranch Center, with 
some assistance from Council District 5, so our 
community groups do not lose out on this valuable 
meeting space.  The city has offered to lease the Center 
to the SRCA for $1 a year, while the SRCA will pay 
maintenance costs and manage the Centerôs schedule.  
  
Councilmember DeMaio will keep the public updated on 
the status of the Scripps Ranch Information Center as well 
as continue to meet with the community at the Center on 
Fridays.  

 

DeMaio Recognizes Sonyõs 

Contribution to the Community and 

Local Economy  

 
 
Councilmember DeMaio presented Sony Online 
Entertainmentôs President, John Smedly, with a 
proclamation declaring March 10

th
 ñSony Online 

Entertainment Dayò in the City of San Diego. 
Headquartered in Mira Mesa, DeMaio was happy to 
recognize Sonyôs contributions to the community as well 
as its economic and philanthropic involvement in our 
community.  

mailto:CarlDeMaio@SanDiego.gov
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Jaymie Bradford 

Chief of Staff 
As Chief of Staff, Jaymie is the Councilmember's senior 
policy advisor and manages the District Five staff. She 
previously served as both Policy Advisor and Director of 
Council Affairs for Mayor Sanders. Jaymie graduated from 
the University of California at San Diego with a B.A. in 
Political Science and played for the NCAA Women's Soccer 
Team. 
 
E-mail: jbradford@sandiego.gov 
 

Erica Mendelson 

Director of Communications 
Erica directs the media and communications programs. Prior 
to joining the Council team she served as Assemblywoman 
Shirley Horton's District Director, managed Councilmember 
DeMaio's campaign and directed the public policy and 
outreach efforts of the Performance Institute. Erica obtained 
her degree in Communications and Political Science from 
The Ohio State University.  
 
E-mail: emendelson@sandiego.gov 

Tom Aaron  

Budget and Policy Advisor 
Tom serves as the Councilman's advisor on budgetary 
issues. Prior to joining the District 5 staff, he served as a 
Policy Analyst for the San Diego County Taxpayers 
Association and taught undergraduate economics courses 
at San Diego State University. Tom holds a M.A. in 
Economics from San Diego State University and a B.A. in 
Economics from DePaul University in Chicago.  

E-mail: taaron@sandiego.gov 

Heather Ingram  
Executive Assistant 
Heather is tasked with keeping the Councilmanôs schedule, 
managing the office, and working on charitable projects. 
 
A native of Annapolis, MD, Heather began her career in San 
Diego in the finance department of the Performance Institute 
where she was also Carlôs executive assistant. Most 
recently, she worked in the accounting department of the 
San Diego Housing Commission.  

E-mail: hlingram@sandiego.gov 

 

Chris Hansen 
Director of Outreach and Planning 
A native San Diegan, Chris received his bachelorôs degree in 
Political Science from the University of California, Los 
Angeles. Prior to serving the City, he worked in Sacramento 
for Assemblywoman Shirley Horton as a Legislative Analyst, 
as well as on numerous political campaigns. Chris manages 
the community outreach program and represents the 
community of Rancho Bernardo. 

E-mail: cjhansen@sandiego.gov 

Kelly Batten  
Community Representative 
Kelly is the representative to the Scripps Ranch, Sabre 
Springs, and Carmel Mountain Ranch communities. 

She is a native to the Fifth District, born and raised in Rancho 
Bernardo and graduate of Rancho Bernardo High School. 
Kelly attended San Diego State University where she earned 
her degree in Political Science. She, her husband and three 
young daughters still reside in Rancho Bernardo. 

E-mail: kbatten@sandiego.gov 

John Ly 
Community Representative 
John is a politically active graduate of San Diego State 
University with a degree in International Security and Conflict 
Resolution with an emphasis in Conflict Resolution. In addition 
to his involvement in local campaigns, John served a term as 
Vice President of University Affairs for Associated Students at 
San Diego State University. 

John represents Councilmember DeMaio in the Mira Mesa, 
San Pasqual, and Sorrento Mesa communities. 

E-mail: jwly@sandiego.gov  

Tom Mitchell 
Communications Assistant 
A Native of Baltimore, MD, Tom is a veteran of national, state, 
and local political campaigns. He is working toward a degree 
in Sociology from the University of California, San Diego.  

Tom assists with outreach projects using new media 
technology. 

E-mail: tmitchell@sandiego.gov 
 

 

 

Councilmember DeMaio Introduces His Staff 
Team DeMaio Brings Outstanding Experience and Enthusiasm to District 5 

mailto:jbradford@sandiego.gov
mailto:emendelson@sandiego.gov
mailto:taaron@sandiego.gov
mailto:hlingram@sandiego.gov
mailto:cjhansen@sandiego.gov
mailto:kbatten@sandiego.gov
mailto:jwly@sandiego.gov
mailto:tmitchell@sandiego.gov
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M A Y  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

 

May 2
nd

   
Q & A with Councilmember DeMaio Sponsored by the League 
of Women Voters of San Diego 
Time:  10:00 a.m. ï 11:30 a.m. 
Location: Scripps Ranch Library 

10301 Scripps Lake Drive 
San Diego, CA 92123 

May 7
th

   
Meeting of the Miramar Chapter of the Military Officers 
Association of America 
Time:  7:00 p.m. ï 8:30 p.m. 
Location: Miramar Marine Corp Air Station 

San Diego, CA  

May 12
th

  
Community Coffee Hosted by Councilmember DeMaio 
Time:  6:00 p.m. ï 7:00 p.m. 
Location: Scripps Ranch Library 

10301 Scripps Lake Drive 
San Diego, CA 92123 

May 15
th

  
Grand Opening of Lake Hodges Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge 
Time:  10:00 a.m. ï 11:00 a.m. 
Location: Located approximately 1000 feet west of the  

I-15 freeway bridge in Lake Hodges 

May 17
th

  
Scripps Ranch Community Fair 
Time:  10:00 a.m. ï 6:00 p.m. 

Location: Blue Cypress Road 
San Diego, CA 92131 

May 20
th

  
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the Rancho Bernardo Reservoir 
Rehabilitation Project 
Time:  11:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. 

Location: 16055 Big Springs Way 
San Diego, CA 92127 

May 21
st
   

5
th

 District Public Safety Honor Graduate Ceremony 
Time:  4:00 p.m. ï 5:00 p.m. 

Location: Hilton Torrey Pines Ballroom 
10950 North Torrey Pines Road 
La Jolla, CA 92017 
 

 

 

For further information on these events, 

please call 619-236-6655 or email 

CarlDeMaio@SanDiego.gov.  

Have You Registered with  

Alert San Diego? 

Alert San Diego is a new system that improves public safety 
and regional coordination with greater reliability than previous 
alert systems. This county-wide program allows the City to 
send telephone notifications to residents and businesses 
within targeted impacted areas when emergencies arise like 
the 2007 Wildfires.   
 
Councilmember DeMaio encourages everyone to register their 
cell phones (land lines are already automatically registered) 
through the cityôs website at www.SanDiego.gov. Email 
addresses and Voice over IPôs (VoIP) may also be enrolled for 
notification.   
 
Encouraging friends and neighbors to also register with Alert 
San Diego will help make our community safer for everyone. 

Around the District 
Join Carl at Upcoming Events and Become More Involved in the Community 

 

 

Councilmember DeMaio met with Ms. Wiesenbergôs third grade 
class at Hage Elementary to teach a lesson on local government 

Jane Radatz and Myrna Reese with Councilmember DeMaio at the 
2009 Rancho Bernardo Hall of Fame Inductions 

mailto:CarlDeMaio@SanDiego.gov
http://www.sandiego.gov/
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