The City of San Diego

Report from Deputy Mayor Atkins and Councilmember Frye

DATE ISSUED: March 15, 2004
REPORT NO:  AF-1
ATTENTION:  Members of the Public and Honorable Mayor and City Council

SUBJECT: Open Meetings; Establish Right to Know Committee; SCA 1

SUMMARY
Issues

A.) Shall the Mayor and City Council adopt a Resolution to amend Council Policy 000-
16 on Open Meetings to include the following?

1. Beginning with the March 22, 2004, regular meeting of the City Council, all closed
session items shall be placed on the appropriate regular meeting agenda of the City
Council, and listed under the heading "Closed Session Notice and Disclosure”.

2. All agenda items, including those for closed session, shall include a description that is
easily understood and informs the public in a meaningful way.

3. At the regular meeting of the City Council, the public shall have the opportunity to
directly address the City Council on any closed session item on the agenda.

4. At the regular meeting of the City Council, the Mayor and Councilmembers shall have
the opportunity to discuss the basis for convening into closed session, ask questions,
respond to questions from the public and vote to decide if they will convene into closed
session. Current language stating that the Council cannot discuss a closed session item at
a regular council meeting (as in the March 15, 2004 agenda items 203 and 204) shall be
discontinued.

3. In the closed session, only those matters listed on the regular council meeting agenda
under Closed Session Notice and Disclosure may be considered. All closed sessions shall
be transcribed by a reporter from the City Clerk's office, or other similar reporter.
Transcripts shall be retained.

6. After every closed session, the Mayor and City Council shall adjourn from closed
session, reconvene in open session and publicly report, as required under the Brown Act,



any final action taken in closed session and the vote or abstention of every member
present.

7. The City Clerk shall provide to the Mayor and City Council a weekly listing of all
litigation filed against or by the City of San Diego, and any City boards, redevelopment
agencies and commissions, etc. The list shall include the name of the litigants, the date
filed and the case number. A copy of the list shall be kept on file in the clerk’s office and
available for members of the public.

B.) Shall the Mayor and City Council establish a three-member council committee to
amend the permanent Rules of the Council (Section 22.0101) with regard to the Brown
Act and Public Records Act, and shall that committee be called The Right to Know
Committee, and shall the committee be directed to complete a report in no more than 60
days?

C.) Shall the Mayor and Council support an amendment to the City Charter to incorporate
the proposed state legislation known as SCA 1?

Recommendation

A.) Docket the proposed Resolution amending Open Meetings Council Policy 000-16 at
the March 22, 2004 regular meeting of the City Council.

B.) Docket the item establishing a three-member council committee called The Ri ght to
Know Committee at the March 22, 2004 regular meeting of the City Council.

C.) Request that the Mayor docket at the Rules Committee for discussion and vote, to
place on the November 2004 ballot, an amendment to the City Charter to incorporate the
state legislation (SCA 1).

BACKGROUND

On Monday, March 8, 2004, Deputy Mayor Atkins and Councilmember Frye sent a
memo to the Mayor and Councilmembers requesting that a discussion on the Brown Act
be docketed for March 15, 2004. (See Attachment 1.)

On Friday, March 12, 2004, The San Diego Union-Tribune ran an editorial by
Deputy Mayor Atkins and Councilmember Frye on the open meeting laws. (See
Attachment 2.)

In addition, on March 12, 2004, Councilmember Jim Madaffer sent out the following in
an ematl newsletter that said in part:

“Over the past 10 years or so, there have been a number of controversial City matters the public was very
interested to know more about but were handled by the City Council in closed session instead. This past
week I was in Washington DC for the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG). While I was



