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Frye Issues Summons to Require Mayor’s 
Staff Attendance at Public Hearing 

 
San Diego, CA- Today, Councilmember Donna Frye issued a summons to the Mayor’s 
Environmental Services Department administrative staff to attend and provide 
information to the Natural Resources and Culture (NR&C) Committee meeting of July 
18, 2007.  She issued the summons in accordance with the San Diego City Charter. 
Specifically, charter section 270 (i) states - 
 
“Any City official or department head in the administrative service may be summoned to 
appear before the Council or any committee of the Council to provide information or 
answer any question.”  
 
This is the first time since the “Strong Mayor/Council” form of governance was adopted 
that any councilmember has issued such a notice. 
 
“It is most unfortunate that it has come to this,” said Frye. “It is difficult to make 
informed decisions, let alone have informed discussions, when the Mayor refuses to 
allow city employees to attend council committee hearings to answer questions and 
provide information.” 
 
The mandatory recycling discussion was one of the issues that caused Frye to invoke City 
Charter section 270 (i).  The City Council voted on April 5, 2005, to direct the city staff 
to provide an update on mandatory recycling.  On June 4, 2007, the NR&C Committee 
held a hearing on the Mandatory Recycling Ordinance prepared by the City Attorney.  
The committee voted to refer this item to the Mayor’s Environmental Services 
Department for an analysis, with direction by Frye to return at the next meeting.  The date 
was extended to allow the Mayor’s staff additional time.  However, when the information 
was requested for the July 18th NR&C Committee meeting, the Mayor responded with a 
memo dated July 13th, stating that – 



 
“We do not plan on attending the July 18th, Natural Resources and Culture Committee 
meeting and will work with the City Council to bring our proposal forward this fall.” 
 
“I was disappointed by the Mayor’s response,” said Frye. “While we may disagree on the 
contents of an ordinance, we all should agree that, at a minimum, city staff should be 
available to answer questions and provide information at council committee meetings.  
To do otherwise ignores our City Charter and is a disservice to the public and the work of 
this committee.”  
 
Frye has docketed the item and will proceed with a public hearing on mandatory 
recycling.  Members of the public have been invited to present information to the 
committee.  
 
Frye is the Councilmember for the Sixth Council District of the City of San Diego, which 
includes the communities of Clairemont, Kearny Mesa, Linda Vista, Mission Bay, 
Mission Valley and Serra Mesa.  She has served on the City Council representing District 
Six since 2001 and is currently the chair of the Council’s Natural Resources and Culture 
committee. 
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