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SAN DIEGO SEISMIC SAFETY STUDY 
Introduction 

The first edition of the San Diego Seismic Safety Study (SDSSS) was completed and adopted 
by City Council (Resolution 2111594) on September 19, 1974 to comply with California 
regulations requir ing citie s to adopt a Seismic Safety Element w ithin their General Plan. The 

1974 SDSSS includes a map of the city that identified "geo-technical" risk zones. The map 
has been subsequently updated . 

The current SDSSS Geologic Hazard ond Fault Mops were updated in 2008 and consist of 49 
grid ti les (map sheets) that cover t he city. The grids are defined by California State Plane 

coordinates (NAO 27) and the maps provide latitude and longit ude coordinates. At 100 
percent size, the map scale is 1 inch equals 800 feet (1:9600) and the standard grid tiles are 
16,000-feet north to south and 24,000-feet east to west. Topographic contours are 20-feet. 

For the pur poses of the SDSSS, the area within the cit y is divided into (i.e., mapped as) 
geologic hazard categories based on known or suspected hazard type and the interpreted 
relative risk of the hazard (see explanation on next sheet). Because of th is mapping method, 
most areas of the city are covered by only one geolog ic hazard category; however, there cou ld 
be more than one geologic hazard at a particular site . Some known or suspected faults are 
shown as l ines and zones that may overlay other mapped geolog ic hazard categor ies. 

Use of the Geologic Hazard and Fault Maps 

The Geologic Hazard and Fault Maps may be used for planning purposes to indent ify 
the possible or likely types and risk of geologic hazards for a particular site. The maps 
are of lim it ed accuracy and based largely on reconna issance-style regiona l geolog ic 
mapping and geologic interpretation of aerial photographs. These maps are not a 
substitute for a sit e specific geologic or geotechnical invest igat ion . 

For information regarding geologic and geotechnica l investigations and report ing, 
refer the the Guidelines for Geotechnicol Reports. Geotechnical report 
requi rements for proposed development and grading permi ts are 

described in Information Bulletin 515 . Geotechnica l report 
requirements for proposed building permits are provided 
in Son Diego Municipal Code 145.1803 and Information 
Bulletin 141. The Geologic Hazard and Fault Maps may 
be used with these documents to determine the 

submitta l requi rements for proposed development 
and construction projects with respect to geotechnical 
investigation reports . These documents are available 
on the City of San Diego website. 

For addi tiona l information on geologic maps and geolog ic 
hazards visit the California Geological Survey website. .. 
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SAN DIEGO SEISMIC SAFETY STUDY : EXPLANATION 

Geologic Hazard Categories and Relative Risk Matrix 
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Additional Fault Information 

Geologic Hazard Category 11 represents the State of California Alquist
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone. Refer to the California Geological 
Survey for updated information on the location of the State of California 
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones . 

Geologic Hazard Category 12 represents an area 100-feet on both sides 
of mapped faults. 

Geologic Hazard Category 13 represents the downtown special fault zone, 
which is defined as the area: Beginning at the intersection of the centerline 
of Laurel Street and the the centerline of Highway 163, thence in a general 
westerly and southwester ly direct ion along the centerline of Laurel Street to 
the intersec tion of the centerline of Harbor Drive, thence westerly to inter
section of the U.S. Bulkhead line of San Diego Bay, thence in a general 
southerly and southeasterly direction along said Bulkhead line to an inter
section of the southwesterly prolongation of the centerline of 28th Street, 
thence northe r ly along the centerl ine of 28th Street to the intersectio n of the 
centerline of Ocean View Boulevard, thence northwesterly along the center
line of Ocean View Boulevard to the intersection of the centerline of 25th 
Street to the intersection of the centerline of Russ Boulevard, thence westerly 
along the prolongation of the centerline of Russ Boulevard to the intersection 
of the cente r line of Highway 1-5, thence in a gene ral northerly and westerly 
direction along the centerline of Highway 1-5 to the intersection of the center
line of Highway 163, thence generally northerly along the centerline of 
Highway 163 to the point of place of beginning. 

Notes : 

Fault Zones represent possible limits within which faults could be located. Area 
concept req uired due to possible plott ing errors from differen t scale and accuracy 
of source maps . 

All fault locations are based on best interpretion of availab le data at the time of 
compilation. Often, due to the extreme differences in scale betw een the data 
source and this map, interpretation of the location of the fault, inferred fault, or 
concealed fault was requ ired. 

There is a high degree of probability that the fault location will lie within the lines 
shown; however, potentially hazardous faults may occur outside of the fault zone . 
Limits are included to indicate suggested area for exploration in orde r to 
accurately determine the location of faulting. 
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