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Preventing children’s exposure to lead
hazards?

Publications

• Protect Your Family From Lead In Your Home
(May 1995). Pamphlet that provides basic infor-
mation about addressing and preventing lead-
based paint hazards in the home. 

• Lead Poisoning Prevention: Directory of State
Contacts (1997-98).* Booklet that contains pro-
files of state programs to reduce lead hazards.
(150 pages)

• Directory of State and Local Lead Poisoning
Prevention Advocacy Organizations (1998).* List
of state and local non-profit organizations that are
working to prevent lead poisoning.  (About 300
pages)

Web Site

• Alliance to End Childhood Lead Poisoning.
Information on lead poisoning prevention, lead
issues, and program design.  Site has publications
that can be copied from the web. 

Public education and outreach materials?

Web Site and Hotline

• National Lead Information Center. Information about
lead hazards and poisoning prevention.

Locating certified abatement contractors and
clearance inspectors?

Web Site and Hotline

• Leadlisting.  List of qualified lead professionals
including inspectors, risk assessors, abatement
contractors, and analysis laboratories.
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Disclosure requirements?
Publications

• Protect Your Family From Lead in Your Home
(May 1995). Pamphlet that provides basic infor-
mation about addressing and preventing lead-
based paint hazards in the home.

• Disclosure of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in
Housing (March 1996). Fact sheet that provides
information on how to meet Federal disclosure
requirements.

• Questions and Answers on the HUD/EPA
Disclosure Rule. Answers to commonly asked
questions about Federal disclosure requirements.
(5 pages)

• Interpretive Guidance for the Real Estate
Community on the Requirements for Disclosure of
Information Concerning Lead-Based Paint in
Housing, Parts I and II (1996). In-depth guidance
on the disclosure requirements for real-estate pro-
fessionals. (27 pages)

• Resource Handbook on Lead Hazard Disclosure
for Homes and Apartments (1996).* Comprehen-
sive reference book on disclosure procedures
including advice for renters and owners, a glos-
sary of key terms, and copies of disclosure docu-
ments. (Approximately 300 pages)

Respirators?

Web Sites

• National Institute of Occupational Safety and
Health. Provides information on the proper use of
respiratory protection and various types of NIOSH-
approved respirators that are available.

• Occupational Safety and Health Administration.
Provides information on OSHA regulations regard-
ing the use of respiratory protection.
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Where can I find...

HUD’s lead regulations?

• 24 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 35 (Lead
Rule). Contains lead hazard evaluation and reduc-
tion requirements for properties that receive HUD
funding.

OSHA’s lead regulations?

• 29 CFR 1926.62 (Lead in Construction) and
29 CFR 1910.1025 (Lead in General Industry).
These regulations cover Federal worker protection
requirements for workers in industry, construc-
tion, remodeling, and renovation. 

EPA’s lead regulations?

• 40 CFR 745 (Lead-Based Paint Poisoning
Prevention in Certain Residential Structures).
Contains the Federal regulations for the disposal
of lead waste and contractor notification require-
ments.

• 40 CFR 745.80 (Residential Property Renovation).
Federal rule requiring contractors to provide notifi-
cation before the start of any work that disturbs a
painted surface in pre-1978 homes.

Disclosure regulations?

• 24 CFR 35 (HUD) and 40 CFR 745 (EPA).
Regulations for disclosure of known lead-based
paint and lead-based paint hazards by home sell-
ers and landlords.  This rule was published jointly
by HUD and EPA.

Reference
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B, K
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State lead laws?
Publication

• Summary of Lead Poisoning Prevention Statutes
(February 1999). A state-by-state listing of local
lead-related regulations, such as waste disposal
requirements. Available by fax. (24 pages)

E

Reference
Letter

C

Alliance to End Childhood Lead
Poisoning

227 Massachusetts Avenue, NE,
Suite 200

Washington, DC 20002
202-543-1147
http://www.aeclp.org
Office of Healthy Homes and Lead

Hazard Control; U.S. Dept. of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (HUD)

451 Seventh Street, SW, Room P-3206
Washington, DC 20410
202-755-1785
http://www.hud.gov/offices/lead

HUD USER 
P.O. Box 6091 
Rockville, MD 20849 
1-800-245-2691 
http://www.huduser.org

Leadlisting
1-888-Leadlist (1-888-532-3547)
http://www.leadlisting.org

National Conference of State
Legislatures

1560 Broadway, Suite 700
Denver, CO 80202
303-830-2200
http://www.ncsl.org

B

Contacts

A

Reference
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Organization Types of
Resources

Publications

Publications
Program
development

Publications
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Technical
consultation

Publications
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F Publications
Technical
consultation

National Center for Lead Safe
Housing

10227 Wincopin Circle, Suite 205
Columbia, MD 21044
410-992-0712
http://www.leadsafehousing.org

National Institute of Building
Sciences (NIBS)

Publications Department
1201 L Street, NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20005-4014
202-289-7800
http://www.nibs.org

National Institute of Occupational
Safety and Health (NIOSH)

Hubert H. Humphrey Building, Room
7154

200 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20201
800-35-NIOSH (800-356-4674)
http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/home-

page.html

National Lead Information Center
(NLIC)

8601 Georgia Avenue, Suite 503
Silver Spring, MD 20910
Information Clearinghouse: 1-800-

424-Lead (1-800-424-5323)
http://www.epa.gov/lead/nlic.htm

I

H

G Publications
Training

Publications

Publications
Training

Reference
Letter

Organization Types of
Resources
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J

L

K

Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA)

U.S. Department of Labor, OSHA
Publications Office

200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room
N3101

Washington, DC 20210

OSHA Lead web page:
http://www.osha-slc.gov/
SLTC/lead/index.html

OSHA Respirator web page:
http://www.osha-slc.gov/SLTC/
respiratory_advisor/mainpage.html

Office of Pollution Prevention and
Toxics (OPPT)

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA)

401 M Street, SW (7401)
Washington, DC 20460
202-260-3810
http://www.epa.gov/lead

Society for Occupational &
Environmental Health

6728 Old McLean Village Drive
McLean, VA 22101
703-556-9222
http://www.soeh.org

Technical
consultation
Enforcement

Publications
Program
development

Publications
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C . G E T T I N G  T H E  W O R D  O U T

5

How Owners and Occupants Can Work Together to Improve
Lead Safety In Homes

Gaining tenant cooperation can help rental property owners and
managers respond promptly to conditions that could pose a health
threat to occupants.

Owner Responsibilities
1. Check the building to be sure that:

❏ The building shell is sound.
❏ Water isn’t coming in from the out-

side and causing damage.
❏ Sources of moisture inside are not

causing damage.
❏ Painted surfaces are intact.
❏ Doors and windows work properly.
❏ All surfaces are clean and clean-

able. 

2. Maintain the building.
❏ Train maintenance staff to minimize

dust, clean up effectively, and pro-
tect themselves.

❏ Conduct regular building checks for
potential problems, such as:
• Flaking or peeling paint
• Water damage to paint, plaster, or wood
• Plumbing or roof leaks
• Painted doors and windows that do not operate smoothly

3. Educate occupants and gain their cooperation.
❏ Fulfill Federal notice and disclosure requirements.
❏ Have occupants inform you of damaged paint and other main-

tenance problems.

When Maintenance or
Renovation Work is

Done
Give occupants the Lead
Safety pamphlet required
by Federal regulations
(see page 66).
Tell occupants:
✔ Why repairs are

necessary.
✔ The work schedule.
✔ How they and their

possessions will be
protected.

✔ Why they may need to
leave during the work.

Q91007-030501.QXD  3/26/01  7:35 PM  Page 65



66

Precautions Tenants Can Take to
Protect Their Family

Occupants should pay special atten-
tion to page 7 of the pamphlet
Protect Your Family From Lead In
Your Home. It describes steps that
occupants can take to reduce the
chance that they will be exposed to
lead hazards.  Suggestions from this
pamphlet include:

❏ Clean floors, window frames, interior window sills, and other
flat surfaces each week using warm water and an all-purpose
cleaner.

❏ Clean up any paint chips immediately.
❏ Keep child play areas clean. 
❏ Wash children’s hands often.
❏ Keep children from chewing interior window sills and other

painted surfaces.

Federal Notice and
Disclosure Requirements

(24 CFR Part 35 or
40 CFR Part 745)

✔ Landlords and home sell-
ers must notify future
occupants about lead-
based paint hazards by
giving them the pamphlet
Protect Your Family From
Lead in Your Home.

✔ Landlords and home sell-
ers must disclose infor-
mation about known lead-
based paint and/or lead-
based paint hazards
before dwelling leases or
home sales contracts take
effect.  Leases and sales
contracts must also
include a form about
lead-based paint that
meets Federal require-
ments.  Contact HUD or
EPA for more information
about these requirements
(see Section 5B, p. 57).

❏ Explain to occupants why
steps, such as regular clean-
ing, prevent lead-based paint
hazards. (See below.)

❏ Consider providing cleaning
supplies and tools (see page
75) to occupants to encour-
age cleaning.

❏ Remind tenants that it is a
good practice to provide
notice of problems in writing.  

❏ Make sure occupants under-
stand the property’s mainte-
nance reporting procedures
and indicate that these prob-
lems require priority attention.
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Notice Prior to Renovation

Federal law requires contractors and owners of rental properties to
inform occupants about the risks of lead-based paint before non-
emergency repair, maintenance, and home renovation work begins.
This law applies for all work on surfaces greater than 2 square feet
per component.  Contractors and property owners must distribute
copies of the pamphlet Protect Your Family From Lead In Your Home
before any work starts.  See EPA’s regulation at 40 CFR 745.80.
Also see Section 5B, p. 57, for sources that can provide copies of
this pamphlet.
Contractors and owners must make sure that occupants have
received the pamphlet.
• For owner-occupied homes, the contractor must have the home-

owner sign an acknowledgement form after receiving the pam-
phlet.  Or, the contractor can send the pamphlet by certified mail. 

• For tenants, the contractor or property owner must have an adult
occupant sign an acknowledgement form after receiving the pam-
phlet.  Or, the contractor or owner can send the pamphlet by certi-
fied mail. If the contractor cannot get a signed acknowledgement,
the contractor must sign a statement documenting this.

• For work in common areas, such as the lobby, of an apartment
building, the contractor must give the pamphlet to the owner and
to the occupants of all affected areas and inform them of the
nature, location, timing, and length of the job.

Why Lead Safety Makes Sense for Property Owners and
Contractors

Property owners and contractors that use safe work practices benefit
in several ways.

Advantages for Owners of Residential Rental Properties
Owners who maintain their rental properties using work practices that
increase lead safety can use this information to attract tenants who are
concerned for their child’s health.  Some local agencies may even
maintain a listing of housing units that meet certain lead-safety stan-
dards.  When giving prospective tenants the lead-based paint pam-
phlet and the required disclosure information, they can tell the tenant
that the property has a program to minimize the risk of hazards from
lead-based paint.  A safety program would include:
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• Educating and training maintenance workers.
• Examining property at turnover and then every year for deteriorat-

ing paint.
• Correcting conditions that may cause paint to flake and peel

(excessive moisture, binding doors, etc.).
• Doing work safely and cleaning up well.
• Making sure surfaces are cleanable and doing a professional

cleaning at turnover.
• Performing dust wipe tests before occupancy, and after every

maintenance job that disturbs old paint.  It is also recommended
to perform a dust wipe sample test at least every two years.  Keep
the results on file.

• Encouraging tenants to inform property owners if there is a problem.

Advantages for Contractors
Doing work safely can enhance a contractor’s reputation, maintain
the safety of workers, and protect the health of customers and their
children.
A program for lead safety can also help contractors when bidding
new jobs.  For example, contractors performing repairs and improve-
ments in homes built before 1978 must give potential customers a
pamphlet about the risk of lead-based paint during renovation.
Contractors that follow practices for lead safety can demonstrate to
customers that they understand the risks and show that their work-
ers take specific precautions to protect against lead-based paint haz-
ards.  Lead-safety can help “give you a leg up” on the competition.
Safe work practices also offer benefits that are important to cus-
tomers:
• Dust and debris are confined to the work area.
• A “clean” work area at the end of the job.
• Some work offers additional benefits. (For example, repairs to

windows can improve their operation, prevent damage from mois-
ture, and lower energy and maintenance costs.)

• Lead safety also helps protect you as a contractor.  For example,
having an independent, certified professional take dust wipe sam-
ples of the work area promptly after cleanup provides strong doc-
umentation that no lead hazards were present in the work area at
the end of the job.
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Respiratory Protection
Respiratory protection helps prevent workers from breathing harmful
amounts of lead and other substances, touching their mouths with
dusty hands, or swallowing paint chips.  
When work creates high levels of dust in the air, properly trained and
certified lead-based paint professionals should do these high dust
jobs. If you work for someone, and plan on doing this type of work,
your employer must meet the requirements of the OSHA Lead in
Construction Standard (29 CFR 1926.62). These requirements include
respiratory protection when work creates lead dust in air that exceeds
the “permissible exposure limit” (PEL) — see Air Monitoring and
Results sections below. See Section 5B, p. 57, for sources of informa-
tion about OSHA requirements.
Respirators may be required for activities that generate high levels of
dust such as:
• Demolishing painted surfaces
• Opening up wall and ceiling cavities
• Using power tools on painted surfaces
• Dry scraping large painted areas

For this type of work, OSHA requirements include the following:
• Training workers on how to properly use and maintain respirators.  
• Making sure proper respirators are

always available and that workers have
been fit tested.  Where respirator use is
required, workers must be part of a writ-
ten respiratory protection program that
meets OSHA standards (29 CFR
1910.134).  
Many types of respirators can be used:
— Disposable respirators can be

used if they are rated by NIOSH
as N100 (or HEPA) — this
information can be found on
the respirator’s package or the
respirator itself.

RESOURCES
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D. MORE ABOUT TECHNICAL TOPICS

5

Worker
wearing
NIOSH-
approved
disposable
respirator

HEPA
filter
material

Dust
mask not
NIOSH
approved

Metal nose
bridge
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— Non-disposable respirators,
also rated by NIOSH as N100,
often have replaceable car-
tridges and require regular
maintenance.

• Having a trained person do air
monitoring that measures the
amount of dust in the air to determine if respirators are required
by OSHA, and the appropriate level of protection.  Workers must
wear proper respirators while air monitoring is being done.

Air Monitoring
Air monitoring is done to ensure that workers are not being exposed
to dangerous levels of lead dust in the air, and to comply with OSHA
requirements.  It must be done by a person with special training.  A
worker being monitored wears a small plastic canister clipped to
his/her clothing near the face.  A pump in a device clipped to the belt
draws air and dust into the canister.  The canister is then sent to a
lab to measure how much lead dust was in the air.

What Do the Results Mean?
The results are measured in micrograms per cubic meter (µg/m3).  If
the amount of lead dust in the air exceeds the permissible exposure
limit (PEL) of 50 µg/m3, workers must wear at least a half-face respi-
rator with an N100 (or HEPA) rating and certain OSHA requirements
must be followed.  
Results may show that respirators are not necessary or that a
greater level of protection is needed.  If the results show lead dust
levels in the air above 500 µg/m3, a more protective respirator is
required.  

Other Protection
In addition to respiratory protection for activities that generate high
levels of dust, compliance with OSHA’s Lead in Construction
Standard may involve blood tests for workers, medical monitoring,
hand washing facilities, other personal protective equipment, shower
and changing areas, and additional training.

Worker
wearing a
non-disposable
respirator
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Testing Dust for Lead

By having dust wipe samples taken, job supervisors and property
owners can locate dust lead hazards and test the effectiveness of
cleaning at the end of a job. 

Where Are Dust Samples Taken? 
Samples are taken in the area of the
dwelling where work has been com-
pleted.  The following surfaces within
the work area should be sampled:
• Floor
• Interior window sills (also referred

to as window stools)
• Window troughs

When Should Dust Samples Be Taken?
• At the end of a job
• If there is a child or pregnant woman living in the home
• Before a family moves into a home

What Do the Results Mean?
The results of the laboratory analysis will show the amount of lead
found in the dust from the area sampled.  The results are measured
in micrograms per square foot (µg/ft2).
To determine if a lead-based paint hazard exists, based on EPA’s
requirements, compare the results to the following standards:

If the results for a sample are higher than these standards, a dust
lead hazard is present.  For clearance puposes only, a value of 
400 µg/ft2 should be used for window troughs.

Window
trough

Interior
window
sill

Floor

• 40 µg/ft2 on the floor
• 250 µg/ft2 on the interior window sill (stool)
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Who Can Take Dust Wipe Samples?

Following painting, home maintenance, and renovation work:

• In homes receiving Federal assistance, dust wipe samples, if
required by regulations, must be taken by appropriately trained
personnel who were not involved in the work.  This “clearance”
testing may be done by a lead-based paint inspector, risk asses-
sor, or sampling technician certified by a State or the EPA.
Clearance testing may also be done by a person trained as a sam-
pling technician, as long as a certified lead-based paint inspector
or risk assessor approves the technician’s work and signs the
clearance examination report.

• For all other homes, it is recommended that dust wipe samples be
taken by a trained sampling technician, or, preferably, a certified
lead-based paint inspector, risk assessor, or sampling technician.
Some states require that dust wipe samples be taken by a certified
person.

What Actions Do I Take Based On the Results?
If the results show dust lead levels higher than the standards listed
above, the area where the work was performed should be cleaned to
remove the dust lead hazard.

If the dust wipe samples were taken as part of ongoing monitoring
by maintenance staff or the property owner, the surfaces where work
was performed should be examined to see if the work has failed or
new conditions that generate dust have developed.  In either case,
these conditions should be corrected using lead-safety principles
and work practices.  

If the work required to correct the likely source of the dust lead haz-
ard is beyond the scope of this guide, the property owner should
seek the help of a lead-based paint professional trained to safely cor-
rect lead-based paint hazards.
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Setting Up a Dust Room

5

A dust room can be useful for dusty work on building components
that can be moved.  For example, scraping or planing doors or win-
dow sashes can be done in a dust room. A dust room is particularly
useful when working in occupied spaces.  
The dust room can be any room that can be closed off.  The door
can be covered with a flap system (see page 46) and the floor can be
covered with protective sheeting taped to the baseboard.
Workers in this room should wear disposable clothing and wear res-
piratory protection. Wall and ceiling
vents inside the room should
be sealed off.

Worker in room wears
respiratory protection

Protective sheeting
on floor

Containment sheeting
over door (See page 46)

Hand components
(doors, sashes, etc.)
through flap in
protective sheeting

HEPA vacuum for
power tools
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Building a Door Hold

A door hold makes working on doors easier and safer.

The weight of the door
will close the vertical
1x6s and hold the
door.

Door hold at
work

10” to 12”
1x6

1/4”
plywood

Nail and
glue

Screw
and glue

2” or more

Screw
and glue

Cover with rug or
thick material to
protect door finish

5” hinge
(or 5” spring hinge)

2x2
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Additional Tools Needed for Lead-Safety Work
(Not every tool is needed for every job.)

Paint scrapers -  A variety of scrapers are useful; carbon blades last
longest.  A mill file works well to keep scraper blades sharp.

Sanding sponges and wet/dry sandpaper - Where areas need to be
smoothed or feathered, these abrasive tools, when used wet, keep
dust to a minimum.

Mist bottles - Misting a surface being scraped or cut keeps down
dust. Squeeze bottles work best in small areas.  For larger jobs, a
pump pressure sprayer in a knapsack works best.

Plane - A jack, smooth, or jointer (not block) plane.  Hand planes are
good for removing paint from edges such as the edge of a win-
dow, stool, or door.  They create very little dust.

Cleanup station - A kitchen counter with a working sink is a good
place for a cleanup station.  If not available, set up a board with 3
buckets and a pump sprayer.

The station should have:
• Paper towels and soap
• Pads for cleaning

respirators
• A 2-bottle eye-wash station
• A first aid kit
• Clipboard with emergency

numbers
• Drinking water and cups

Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment
• A disposable respirator rated by NIOSH as N100 (or HEPA)
• A half-face, air cartridge respirator rated by NIOSH as N100 (or

HEPA)
• Protective, lightweight, disposable suits with elastic sleeves and

ankles
• Shoe covers (slip resistant is recommended)
• Safety glasses (vented goggles if working in high dust conditions

or when using liquids or strippers)
• Ear protection if using power tools
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Hand
wash
buckets

Emergency
numbers

Pump
sprayer

Eye-wash
station

Towels
First
aid kit

Drinking
water
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Cleaning Equipment  
• Bottle mister and pump sprayer for detergent 
• Mops and buckets
• Tack cloths for wiping furnishings that may be damaged by water
• Heavy-duty paper towels and/or rags

Vacuums - At the end of a job, use a HEPA vacuum because it will
capture even the finest dust.  For regular household cleaning, use
a HEPA vacuum if available.  If one is not available, use a fine filter
in your vacuum known as micron or allergen bags.

Painting Supplies
• Use commercial grade cleaners; there are also lead-specific clean-

ers. (Note: Trisodium phosphate [TSP] is banned in some states.)
• Degreasers may be necessary on some walls.
• Use deglosser or wet sanding supplies.
• Where wood is exposed, use a sealer and then apply a best grade

primer or primer-sealer.

Other Tools
• Coil stock for covering window troughs.  Coil stock is available

with white and brown sides to match window trim color
(see page 36).

• Window opening tool for windows that are painted shut
(see page 29).

• Brace with screwdriver tips for removing and replacing hinge
screws.

• Power planer with exhaust port that can be attached to HEPA vac-
uum.  A power planer can be used for stripping window sashes
and doors in a contained work area with respiratory protection.
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F. NOTES AND SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

5
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G . W O R K  C H E C K L I S T

Before Work Begins

❏ Are the possible risks to occupants identified?
❏ Are the occupants informed of the possible risks and their

responsibilities?
❏ Are the causes of the problems located?
❏ Is the work area set up?
❏ Is the work area closed off from occupants?

During Work

❏ Are dust and debris being contained in the work area?
❏ Are workers wearing necessary protective clothing and

equipment?
❏ Are workers cleaning up each time they leave the work site?

At the End of the Job
❏ Did workers fix the cause of the problem?
❏ Did workers remove visible dust and debris?
❏ Did workers properly dispose of dust and debris?
❏ Did workers wet wash the surfaces?
❏ Were dust samples taken to make sure that cleanup worked?

For Long-Term Maintenance

Is there a plan to:
❏ Maintain painted surfaces?
❏ Keep surfaces clean and cleanable?
❏ Prevent water and moisture damage?

This Guide may be reproduced and distributed without prior permission from the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development or any other Federal Agency.

Disclaimer: The guidance offered in this document is based upon the latest lead hazard con-
trol knowledge and technology available at the time it was written.  Users bear all risks asso-
ciated with reliance on these work practices and have sole responsibility for evaluating the
information it contains. Users bear sole responsibility to form their own independent judg-
ments on the document's use, modification, and adaptation as appropriate.  Neither the
United States Government nor any of its employees makes any warranty, expressed or
implied, or assumes any legal liability for any use of, or the results of, any information, prod-
uct, or process discussed in this document.
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Why Follow this Guide?
The Simple Work Practice Changes in this 
Guide Can Protect Children and Workers

• This Guide contains practical steps for lead safety.
• With small changes in work practices, workers can protect them-

selves, their families, and their customers, especially children,
from lead exposure.

Painting, Home Improvement, and Maintenance Work in Older
Homes Can Endanger Children

• Most homes built before 1978 contain lead-based paint.
• Doing work improperly can create a lot of paint chips and dust

that may contain lead.
• Lead in paint chips, dust, and soil gets on children’s hands and

toys which they may put in their mouths.
• Lead can make children very sick and cause permanent brain and

nerve damage, learning difficulties, and behavior problems.

Poor Maintenance Also Endangers Children

• Paint flaking and peeling is often caused by moisture.
• Rubbing or impact on doors, windows, and trim can cause paint

failure.

Who Should Use This Guide?

• Building maintenance workers and supervisors
• Painters
• Repair, renovation, and remodeling contractors
• Property managers and owners
• Homeowners

Ordering Additional Copies

Single copies of Lead Paint Safety: A Field Guide for Painting, Home
Maintenance, and Renovation Work on paper or on CD-ROM can be
ordered from the National Lead Information Center at 1-800-424-5323
or downloaded from the HUD Office of Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard
Control web site at www.hud.gov/offices/lead.

For information about obtaining multiple copies, contact the National
Lead Information Center.

March 2001
HUD-1779-LHC
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Appendix 9:  Skills Checklists for Hands-on Exercises 
 
 

Module 2 Set-Up Exercise: Skills Checklist 
 
The participant should practice the following skills as appropriate to the work setting and specifications. Use the 
second column ( ) to check off skills performed and record any comments as necessary. 

Skill  
1. Determines a level of worksite preparation that is most appropriate for the 

project. 
 

2. Selects the appropriate supplies and materials needed to construct any 
required barriers or containment. 

 

3. Posts warning signs in proper locations.  

4. Places warning tape around perimeter, if needed  

5. Cuts proper size plastic sheeting for purpose intended. 
• Constructs required door airlocks. 
• Covers floor or ground appropriately for project. 
• Covers windows, if necessary 

 

6. Joins plastic properly.  

7. Turns off ventilation system and seals all vents to room with plastic 
sheeting, if necessary. 

 

8. Moves furniture and/or covers with plastic any furniture that can’t be 
moved, if required. 
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Module 3 Lead Safe Work Practice: Skills Checklist 

The participant should practice the following skills as appropriate to the work setting and specifications.  For more 
information on how to perform specific tasks in a lead safe manner, consult the Lead Safety Field Guide in 
Appendix 8.  Use the second column ( ) to check off skills performed and record any comments as necessary. 

Skill  
1. Use appropriate personal protective equipment and clothing for the job.  

2. Avoid dangerous practices. 
• Open flame burning or torching 
• Heat guns over 1100 degrees Fahrenheit 
• Power sanding, grinding, abrasive blasting without HEPA vacuum attachment 
• Extensive dry scraping and dry sanding 

 

3. Use safe practices 
• Wet scraping/wet sanding 
• Heat guns below 1100 degrees (F) 
• Chemical strippers (following manufacturer’s instructions) 
• Power tools with HEPA vacuum attachments 
• Misting surfaces or using shaving cream prior to drilling, cutting or coring 
• Scoring paint 
• Pulling and prying (instead of pounding and hammering) 

 

4. Clean worksite on an ongoing basis. 
• Remove paint chips and debris from the site regularly. 
• HEPA vacuum horizontal surfaces 
• Wrap and dispose of large components as they are removed 
• Clean up worksite and tools at the end of each day 

 

5. Take proper precautions when leaving the worksite temporarily 
• Remove shoe covering, HEPA vacuum or wipe shoes 
• Use tack pads 
• Remove coveralls or HEPA vacuum clothes 

 

6. Package, label, and store waste properly. 
• Segregate hazardous and non-hazardous waste. 
• Place all removed plastic sheeting, tape and other contaminated work area 

materials in heavy duty disposal bags. 
• Place all used cleaning supplies (rags, mop heads, etc.) in heavy duty 

disposal bags.  
• Place all used disposable personal protective equipment in waste bags. 
• Wrap building components, such as removed windows, in heavy duty poly 

sheeting and seals all seams with duct tape. 

 

7. At the end of each day, decontaminate self, supplies and equipment. 
• Wipe off all tools and equipment. 
• HEPA vacuum all protective clothing before leaving contained area. 
• Remove protective clothing properly. 
• Remove work shoes and place in plastic bag. 
• Place used cleaning rags and clothing in a waste bag. 
• Wash at least face and hands, including fingernails. 
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Module 4 Clean-Up: Skills Checklist 

The participant should practice the following skills as appropriate to the work setting and specifications.  Use the 
second column ( ) to check off skills performed and record any comments as necessary. 

Skill  

1. Select the equipment needed to perform clean-up.  

2. Demonstrate final pre-clearance procedures in the correct order. 
• Pick up large debris with wet disposable cloths 
• Mist sheeting before folding 
• Fold dirty side inward 
• Tape shut to seal in dirty side 
• Places contaminated plastic into heavy duty plastic disposal bags. 

 

3. Demonstrate the proper order of final clean-up. 
• HEPA vacuum  
• Wet Detergent Wash and Rinse 
• HEPA vacuum (if necessary) 

 

4. Demonstrate proper use of the HEPA vacuum. 
• Vacuum all surfaces (ceiling, walls, trim, floors) using proper 

attachments for each surface type. 
• Start at the ceiling and works down. 
• Vacuum at least two feet beyond containment area 

 

5. Demonstrates proper washing techniques for hard surfaces. 
• Follow manufacturer’s instructions for use of detergent and 

recommended dilution. 
• Thoroughly and completely washes all surfaces. 
• Work from ceiling down. 
• Rinse the area with clean water from the other side of the bucket. 
• Change rinse water often. 
• Dispose of dirty water and rags/sponges appropriately. 

 

6. Demonstrate how to package, label, and store waste. 
• Segregate hazardous and non-hazardous waste  
• Place all removed plastic sheeting, tape and other contaminated 

work area materials in heavy duty disposal bags. 
• Place all used cleaning rags, sponges, mop heads, paper towels, 

in heavy duty disposal bags.  
• Place all used disposable personal protective equipment in waste 

bags. 
• Wrap building components, such as removed windows, in heavy 

duty poly sheeting and seal all seams with duct tape. 

 

7. Decontaminate self, supplies and equipment. 
• Wipe off all tools and equipment. 
• HEPA vacuum protective clothing before leaving contained area. 
• Remove protective clothing properly. 
• Remove work shoes and place in plastic bag. 
• Place used cleaning rags and clothing in a waste bag. 
• Wash at least face and hands, including fingernails. 
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Senate Bill No. 460

CHAPTER 931

An act to amend Section 1941.1 of the Civil Code, and to amend
Sections 17961, 17980, and 124130 of, and to add Sections 17920.10,
105251, 105252, 105253, 105254, 105255, 105256, and 105257 to, the
Health and Safety Code, relating to lead abatement.

[Approved by Governor September 26, 2002. Filed
with Secretary of State September 26, 2002.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 460, Ortiz. Lead abatement.
(1) The State Housing Law deems a building or portion thereof to be

substandard if certain conditions exist.
This bill would deem a building or portion thereof to be in violation

of the State Housing Law if it contains lead hazards, as specified, that
are likely to endanger the health of the public or the occupants.

(2) The State Housing Law requires the housing department or, if
there is no housing department, the health department, of every city,
county, or city and county, or a specified environmental agency to
enforce within its jurisdiction all of the State Housing Law, the building
standards published in the State Building Standards Code, and other
specified rules and regulations. A violation of the State Housing Law,
related published building standards, or any other rule or regulation
adopted pursuant to the law is a misdemeanor.

This bill instead would require the housing or building department or,
if there is no building department, the health department, of every city,
county, or city and county, or a specified environmental agency to
enforce within its jurisdiction all of the State Housing Law, the building
standards published in the State Building Standards Code, and other
specified rules and regulations. It would authorize the State Department
of Health Services to enforce the provisions relating to lead hazards if
specified conditions are met. By creating a new crime and imposing
additional duties upon local officials, this bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

(3) The State Housing Law requires the enforcement agency to
institute any appropriate action or proceeding to prevent, restrain,
correct, or abate the violation of the law, published building standards,
specified rules and regulations, or nuisance. It also requires an
enforcement agency, when it has determined that a building is a
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substandard building, to commence proceedings to abate the violation
by repair, rehabilitation, vacation, or demolition of the building.

This bill would additionally require an enforcement agency, when it
has determined that a building contains lead hazards, as described above,
to commence proceedings to abate the violation by repair, rehabilitation,
vacation, or demolition of the building.

(4) Existing law requires the State Department of Health Services to
implement and administer a program that meets federal requirements
regarding lead-based paint hazards, and requires the adoption of
regulations regarding, among other things, the accreditation of providers
of health and safety training to employees who engage in or supervise
lead-related construction work.

This bill would make it a crime for a person to engage in specified acts
relating to lead-related construction courses, and lead-related
construction work, abatement, or lead hazard evaluation. It would also
enact related inspection provisions.

The bill would also permit the department or a local enforcement
agency, whenever it determines that a condition at a location or premises,
or the activity of any person at the location or premises, is creating or has
created a lead hazard at the location or premises, to order the owner of
the location or premises to abate the lead hazard or to order the person
whose activity is creating or has created the hazard, to cease and desist.
It would make it unlawful to refuse to obey any order issued under this
provision, with a violation of this requirement being an infraction
punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000.

(5) Under existing law, a portion of the moneys collected for criminal
offenses constitute state penalties, a portion of which is retained by each
county and a portion of which is deposited into the State Penalty Fund,
to be allocated as prescribed.

This bill would provide instead that all state penalties collected for
violations of the provisions described in (4) shall be deposited in the
General Fund.

(6) Existing law requires all medical laboratories to report to the State
Department of Health Services each detected case of a blood lead level
that exceeds specified parameters.

This bill would revise and recast these reporting requirements.
(7) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local

agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement, including the creation of a State Mandates Claims Fund
to pay the costs of mandates that do not exceed $1,000,000 statewide and
other procedures for claims whose statewide costs exceed $1,000,000.
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This bill would provide that with regard to certain mandates no
reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.

With regard to any other mandates, this bill would provide that, if the
Commission on State Mandates determines that the bill contains costs
so mandated by the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made
pursuant to the statutory provisions noted above.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 1941.1 of the Civil Code is amended to read:
1941.1. A dwelling shall be deemed untenantable for purposes of

Section 1941 if it substantially lacks any of the following affirmative
standard characteristics or is a residential unit described in Section
17920.3 or 17920.10 of the Health and Safety Code:

(a) Effective waterproofing and weather protection of roof and
exterior walls, including unbroken windows and doors.

(b) Plumbing or gas facilities that conformed to applicable law in
effect at the time of installation, maintained in good working order.

(c) A water supply approved under applicable law that is under the
control of the tenant, capable of producing hot and cold running water,
or a system that is under the control of the landlord, that produces hot
and cold running water, furnished to appropriate fixtures, and connected
to a sewage disposal system approved under applicable law.

(d) Heating facilities that conformed with applicable law at the time
of installation, maintained in good working order.

(e) Electrical lighting, with wiring and electrical equipment that
conformed with applicable law at the time of installation, maintained in
good working order.

(f) Building, grounds, and appurtenances at the time of the
commencement of the lease or rental agreement, and all areas under
control of the landlord, kept in every part clean, sanitary, and free from
all accumulations of debris, filth, rubbish, garbage, rodents, and vermin.

(g) An adequate number of appropriate receptacles for garbage and
rubbish, in clean condition and good repair at the time of the
commencement of the lease or rental agreement, with the landlord
providing appropriate serviceable receptacles thereafter and being
responsible for the clean condition and good repair of the receptacles
under his or her control.

(h) Floors, stairways, and railings maintained in good repair.
SEC. 1.5. Section 17920.10 is added to the Health and Safety Code,

to read:
17920.10. (a) Any building or portion thereof including any

dwelling unit, guestroom, or suite of rooms, or portion thereof, or the
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premises on which it is located, is deemed to be in violation of this part
as to any portion that contains lead hazards. For purposes of this part,
‘‘lead hazards’’ means deteriorated lead-based paint, lead-contaminated
dust, lead-contaminated soil, or disturbing lead-based paint without
containment, if one or more of these hazards are present in one or more
locations in amounts that are equal to or exceed the amounts of lead
established for these terms in Chapter 8 (commencing with Section
35001) of Division 1 of Title 17 of the California Code of Regulations
or by this section and that are likely to endanger the health of the public
or the occupants thereof as a result of their proximity to the public or the
occupants thereof.

(b) In the absence of new regulations adopted by the State
Department of Health Services in accordance with the rulemaking
provisions of the Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5
(commencing with Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of
the Government Code) further interpreting or clarifying the terms
‘‘deteriorated lead-based paint,’’ ‘‘lead-based paint,’’
‘‘lead-contaminated dust,’’ ‘‘containment,’’ or ‘‘lead-contaminated
soil,’’ regulations in Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 35001) of
Division 1 of Title 17 of the California Code of Regulations adopted by
the State Department of Health Services pursuant to Sections 105250
and 124150 shall interpret or clarify these terms. If the State Department
of Health Services adopts new regulations defining these terms, the new
regulations shall supersede the prior regulations for the purposes of this
part.

(c) In the absence of new regulations adopted by the State Department
of Health Services in accordance with the rulemaking provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act defining the term ‘‘disturbing lead-based
paint without containment’’ or modifying the term ‘‘deteriorated
lead-based paint,’’ for purposes of this part ‘‘disturbing lead-based paint
without containment’’ and ‘‘deteriorated lead-based paint’’ shall be
considered lead hazards as described in subdivision (a) only if the
aggregate affected area is equal to or in excess of one of the following:

(1) Two square feet in any one interior room or space.
(2) Twenty square feet on exterior surfaces.
(3) Ten percent of the surface area on the interior or exterior type of

component with a small surface area. Examples include window sills,
baseboards, and trim.

(d) Notwithstanding subdivision (c), ‘‘disturbing lead-based paint
without containment’’ and ‘‘deteriorated lead-based paint’’ shall be
considered lead hazards, for purposes of this part, if it is determined that
an area smaller than those specified in subdivision (c) is associated with



Ch. 931— 5 —

90

a person with a blood lead level equal to or greater than 10 micrograms
per deciliter.

(e) If the State Department of Health Services adopts regulations
defining or redefining the terms ‘‘deteriorated lead-based paint,’’
‘‘lead-contaminated dust,’’ ‘‘lead-contaminated soil,’’ ‘‘disturbing
lead-based paint without containment,’’ ‘‘containment,’’ or ‘‘lead-based
paint,’’ the effective date of the new regulations shall be deferred for a
minimum of three months after their approval by the Office of
Administrative Law and the regulations shall take effect on the next July
1 or January 1 following that three-month period. Until the new
definitions apply, the prior definition shall apply.

SEC. 2. Section 17961 of the Health and Safety Code is amended
to read:

17961. (a) The housing or building department or, if there is no
building department acting pursuant to this section, the health
department of every city, county, or city and county, or any
environmental agency authorized pursuant to Section 101275, shall
enforce within its jurisdiction all of this part, the building standards
published in the State Building Standards Code, and the other rules and
regulations adopted pursuant to this part pertaining to the maintenance,
sanitation, ventilation, use, or occupancy of apartment houses, hotels, or
dwellings. The health department or the environmental agency may, in
conjunction with a local housing or building department acting pursuant
to this section, enforce within its jurisdiction all of this part, the building
standards published in the State Building Standards Code, and the other
rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this part pertaining to the
maintenance, sanitation, ventilation, use, or occupancy of apartment
houses, hotels, or dwellings. Each department and agency, as applicable,
shall coordinate enforcement activities with each other and interested
departments and agencies in order to avoid unnecessary duplication.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the health department of every
city, county, or city and county, or any environmental agency authorized
pursuant to Section 101275 may, in addition to the local building
department, if any, enforce within its jurisdiction the provisions of
Section 17920.10 and shall coordinate enforcement activities with other
interested departments and agencies in order to avoid unnecessary
duplication.

(c) The State Department of Health Services may enforce Section
17920.10 if any local agency or department specified in subdivisions (a)
and (b) enters into a written agreement, approved and published pursuant
to local government procedures, with the State Department of Health
Services to enforce that section, or provides the State Department of
Health Services with a written request to enforce that section for a
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specific case following the identification of a lead poisoned child in that
jurisdiction.

SEC. 3. Section 17980 of the Health and Safety Code is amended
to read:

17980. (a) If any building is constructed, altered, converted, or
maintained in violation of any provision of, or of any order or notice that
gives a reasonable time to correct that violation issued by an
enforcement agency pursuant to, this part, the building standards
published in the California Building Standards Code, or other rules and
regulations adopted pursuant to this part, or if a nuisance exists in any
building or upon the lot on which it is situated, the enforcement agency
shall, after 30 days’ notice to abate the nuisance, institute any
appropriate action or proceeding to prevent, restrain, correct, or abate the
violation or nuisance.

(b) (1) Whenever the enforcement agency has inspected or caused to
be inspected any building and has determined that the building is a
substandard building or a building described in Section 17920.10, the
enforcement agency shall commence proceedings to abate the violation
by repair, rehabilitation, vacation, or demolition of the building. The
enforcement agency shall not require the vacating of a residential
building unless it concurrently requires expeditious demolition or repair
to comply with this part, the building standards published in the
California Building Standards Code, or other rules and regulations
adopted pursuant to this part. The owner shall have the choice of
repairing or demolishing. However, if the owner chooses to repair, the
enforcement agency shall require that the building be brought into
compliance according to a reasonable and feasible schedule for
expeditious repair. The enforcement agency may require vacation and
demolition or may itself vacate the building, repair, demolish, or
institute any other appropriate action or proceeding, if any of the
following occur:

(A) The repair work is not done as scheduled.
(B) The owner does not make a timely choice of repair or demolition.
(C) The owner selects an option which cannot be completed within

a reasonable period of time, as determined by the enforcement agency,
for any reason, including, but not limited to, an outstanding judicial or
administrative order.

(2) In deciding whether to require vacation of the building or to repair
as necessary, the enforcement agency shall give preference to the repair
of the building whenever it is economically feasible to do so without
having to repair more than 75 percent of the dwelling, as determined by
the enforcement agency, and shall give full consideration to the needs for
housing as expressed in the local jurisdiction’s housing element.
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(c) (1) Notwithstanding subdivision (b) and notwithstanding local
ordinances, tenants in a residential building shall be provided notice of
any violation described in subdivision (a) that affects the health and
safety of the occupants and that violates Section 1941.1 of the Civil
Code, an order of the code enforcement agency issued after inspection
of the premises declaring the dwelling to be in violation of any provision
described in subdivision (a), the enforcement agency’s decision to repair
or demolish, or the issuance of a building or demolition permit following
the abatement order of an enforcement agency.

(2) Notice pursuant to this subdivision shall be provided to each
affected residential unit by the enforcement agency that issued the order
or notice, in the manner prescribed by subdivision (a) of Section
17980.6.

(d) All notices issued by the enforcement agency to correct violations
or to abate nuisances shall contain a provision notifying the owner that,
in accordance with Sections 17274 and 24436.5 of the Revenue and
Taxation Code, a tax deduction may not be allowed for interest, taxes,
depreciation, or amortization paid or incurred in the taxable year. In
addition, in Los Angeles County, the notice shall contain a provision
notifying the owner that within 10 days of recordation of a notice of
substandard conditions or similar document, the owner is required to
comply with Section 17997.

(e) The enforcement agency may charge the owner of the building for
its postage or mileage cost for sending or posting the notices required to
be given by this section.

SEC. 4. Section 105251 is added to the Health and Safety Code, to
read:

105251. For purposes of this chapter, the following definitions shall
apply:

(a) The following terms shall have the same meaning as contained in
Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 35001) of Division 1 of Title 17
of the California Code of Regulations adopted by the State Department
of Health Services pursuant to Sections 105250 and 124160:
‘‘abatement,’’ ‘‘accredited training provider,’’ ‘‘certificate,’’ ‘‘course
completion form,’’ ‘‘DHS-approved course,’’ ‘‘lead hazard,’’ ‘‘lead
hazard evaluation,’’ ‘‘lead related construction work,’’ ‘‘public
building,’’ and ‘‘residential building.’’

(b) ‘‘Department’’ means the State Department of Health Services.
(c) ‘‘Local enforcement agency’’ means the health department,

environmental agency, housing department, or building department of
any city, county, or city and county.

SEC. 5. Section 105252 is added to the Health and Safety Code, to
read:
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105252. (a) It is unlawful for any person to offer lead-related
construction courses to meet department certificate requirements unless
that person is an accredited training provider as specified in Chapter 8
(commencing with Section 35001) of Division 1 of Title 17 of the
California Code of Regulations, as adopted pursuant to Sections 105250
and 124160.

(b) It is unlawful for any person to issue, or offer to issue, a
lead-related construction course completion form to any person except
upon successful completion by that person of a DHS-approved course.

(c) The department or any local enforcement agency may, consistent
with Section 17972, enter, inspect, and photograph any premises or
facilities, and inspect and copy any business record, where any
accredited training provider, or any person who offers lead-related
construction courses or issues lead-related construction course
completion forms, conducts business to determine whether the person
is complying with this section.

(d) It is unlawful for any person who is an accredited training provider
or who offers lead-related construction courses or issues lead-related
construction completion forms, to refuse entry or inspection, the taking
of photographs or other evidence, or access to copying of any record as
authorized by this section, or to conceal or withhold evidence.

(e) A violation of this section shall be punishable by imprisonment
for not more than six months in the county jail, a fine of not more than
one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that imprisonment and fine.

SEC. 6. Section 105253 is added to the Health and Safety Code, to
read:

105253. (a) Any person issued a certificate by the department to
conduct lead-related construction work, abatement, or lead hazard
evaluation, shall comply with regulations as specified in Chapter 8
(commencing with Section 35001) of Division 1 of Title 17 of the
California Code of Regulations, as adopted pursuant to Sections 105250
and 124160.

(b) It is unlawful for any person to do either of the following:
(1) Falsely represent himself or herself as possessing a certificate

issued by the department to conduct lead-related construction work,
abatement, or lead hazard evaluation.

(2) Submit false information or documentation to the department in
order to obtain or renew a certificate to conduct lead-related construction
work, abatement, or lead hazard evaluation.

(c) The department or any local enforcement agency may, consistent
with Section 17972, enter, inspect, and photograph any premises or
facilities, and inspect and copy any business record, where any person
issued a certificate by the department to perform lead-related
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construction work conducts business to determine whether the person is
complying with this section.

(d) A violation of this section shall be punishable by imprisonment
for not more than six months in the county jail, a fine of not more than
one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that imprisonment and fine.

SEC. 7. Section 105254 is added to the Health and Safety Code, to
read:

105254. (a) The following persons engaged in the following types
of lead construction work shall have a certificate:

(1) Persons who receive pay for doing lead hazard evaluations,
including, but not limited to, lead inspections, lead risk assessments, or
lead clearance inspections, in residential or public buildings.

(2) Persons preparing or designing plans for the abatement of
lead-based paint or lead hazards from residential or public buildings.

(3) Persons doing any work designed to reduce or eliminate lead
hazards on a permanent basis (to last 20 years or more) from residential
or public buildings.

(4) Persons inspecting for lead or doing lead abatement activities in
a public elementary school, preschool, or day care center.

(5) Persons doing lead-related construction work in a residential or
public building that will expose a person to airborne lead at or above the
eight-hour permissible exposure limit of 50 micrograms per cubic meter.

(b) Persons performing routine maintenance and repairs in housing
are not required to have a certificate if they are not performing any of the
activities listed under subdivision (a).

(c) The department may adopt regulations to modify certification
requirements for persons engaged in lead construction work based on
changes to state or federal law, or programmatic need.

(d) The department or any local enforcement agency may, consistent
with Section 17972, enter, inspect, and photograph any premises where
abatement or a lead hazard evaluation is being conducted or has been
ordered, enter the place of business of any person who conducts
abatement or lead hazard evaluations, and inspect and copy any business
record of any person who conducts abatement or lead hazard evaluations
to determine whether the person is complying with this section.

(e) A violation of this section shall be punishable by imprisonment
for not more than six months in the county jail, a fine of not more than
one thousand dollars ($1,000), or by both that imprisonment and fine.

SEC. 8. Section 105255 is added to the Health and Safety Code, to
read:

105255. (a) No person shall perform lead-related construction
work on any residential or public building in a manner that creates a lead
hazard.
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(b) The department and any local enforcement agency may,
consistent with Section 17972, enter, inspect, and photograph any
premises where lead-related construction work is being performed, enter
the place of business of any person who performs lead-related
construction work, and inspect and copy any business record of any
person who performs lead-related construction work to determine
whether the person is complying with this section and any regulations
specified in Chapter 8 (commencing with Section 35001) of Division 1
of Title 17 of the California Code of Regulations adopted by the State
Department of Health Services pursuant to Sections 105250 and
124160.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, whenever the
department or a local enforcement agency determines that a condition at
a location or premises, or the activity of any person at the location or
premises, is creating or has created a lead hazard at the location or
premises, the department or the local enforcement agency may order the
owner of the location or premises to abate or otherwise correct, at the
option of the owner, the lead hazard, and may order the person whose
activity is creating or has created the lead hazard, to cease and desist and
shall give that owner or person a reasonable opportunity to correct.

(d) It is unlawful for any person to refuse or disobey any order issued
pursuant to subdivision (c).

(e) A violation of subdivision (d) shall be punishable by a fine not to
exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000). Any penalties under this section
shall be in addition to any other penalty or remedy provided by law.

SEC. 9. Section 105256 is added to the Health and Safety Code, to
read:

105256. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, whenever
the department or a local enforcement agency determines that a
condition at a location or premises, or the activity of any person at the
location or premises, is creating or has created a lead hazard at the
location or premises, the department or the local enforcement agency
may order the owner of the location or premises to abate the lead hazard,
and may order the person whose activity is creating or has created the
lead hazard, to cease and desist.

(b) It is unlawful for any person to refuse to obey any order issued
pursuant to this section.

(c) A violation of this section shall be an infraction punishable by a
fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000). Any penalties under
this section shall be in addition to any other penalty or remedy provided
by law.

SEC. 10. Section 105257 is added to the Health and Safety Code,
to read:
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105257. Notwithstanding subdivision (f) of Section 1464 of the
Penal Code, any state penalties paid for the violation of this chapter shall
be deposited into the General Fund.

SEC. 11. Section 124130 of the Health and Safety Code is amended
to read:

124130. (a) A laboratory that performs a blood lead analysis on a
specimen of human blood drawn in California shall report the
information specified in this section to the department for each analysis
on every person tested.

(b) The analyzing laboratory shall report all of the following:
(1) The test results in micrograms of lead per deciliter.
(2) The name of the person tested.
(3) The person’s birth date if the analyzing laboratory has that

information, or if not, the person’s age.
(4) The person’s address if the analyzing laboratory has that

information, or if not, a telephone number by which the person may be
contacted.

(5) The name, address, and telephone number of the health care
provider that ordered the analysis.

(6) The name, address, and telephone number of the analyzing
laboratory.

(7) The accession number of the specimen.
(8) The date the analysis was performed.
(c) The analyzing laboratory shall report all of the following

information that it possesses:
(1) The person’s gender.
(2) The name, address, and telephone number of the person’s

employer, if any.
(3) The date the specimen was drawn.
(4) The source of the specimen, specified as venous, capillary,

arterial, cord blood, or other.
(d) The analyzing laboratory may report to the department other

information that directly relates to the blood lead analysis or to the
identity, location, medical management, or environmental management
of the person tested.

(e) If the result of the blood lead analysis is a blood lead level equal
to or greater than 10 micrograms of lead per deciliter of blood, the report
required by this section shall be submitted within three working days of
the analysis. If the result is less than 10 micrograms per deciliter, the
report required by this section shall be submitted within 30 calendar
days.

(f) Commencing January 1, 2003, a report required by this section
shall be submitted by hand, courier, postal mail, facsimile, or electronic
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transfer. Commencing January 1, 2005, a report required by this section
shall be submitted by electronic transfer.

(g) All information reported pursuant to this section shall be
confidential, as provided in Section 100330, except that the department
may share the information for the purpose of surveillance, case
management, investigation, environmental assessment, environmental
remediation, or abatement with the local health department,
environmental health agency authorized pursuant to Section 101275, or
building department. The local health department, environmental health
agency, or building department shall otherwise maintain the
confidentiality of the information in the manner provided in Section
100330.

(h) The director may assess a fine up to five hundred dollars ($500)
against any laboratory that knowingly fails to meet the reporting
requirements of this section.

(i) A laboratory shall not be fined or otherwise penalized for failure
to provide the patient’s birth date, age, address, or telephone number if
the result of the blood lead analysis is a blood lead level less than 25
micrograms of lead per deciliter of blood, and if all of the following
circumstances exist:

(1) The test sample was sent to the laboratory by another medical care
provider.

(2) The laboratory requested the information from the medical care
provider who obtained the sample.

(3) The medical care provider that obtained the sample and sent it to
the laboratory failed to provide the patient’s birth date, age, address, or
telephone number.

SEC. 12. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution for certain
costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district because
in that regard this act creates a new crime or infraction, eliminates a
crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime or infraction,
within the meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code, or
changes the definition of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of
Article XIII B of the California Constitution.

However, notwithstanding Section 17610 of the Government Code,
if the Commission on State Mandates determines that this act contains
other costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to local agencies and
school districts for those costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7
(commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 2 of the
Government Code. If the statewide cost of the claim for reimbursement
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does not exceed one million dollars ($1,000,000), reimbursement shall
be made from the State Mandates Claims Fund.

O



 

A
ppendix 11 



 
 

Lead Hazard Prevention and Control Ordinance 
 
 

The City Of San Diego  
Municipal Code: Chapter 5,  Article 4,  Division 10 



 
 

Table of Contents 
 
§ 54.1001 Findings......................................................................................................................... 1 
§ 54.1002 Purpose.......................................................................................................................... 2 
§ 54.1003 Definitions..................................................................................................................... 2 
§ 54.1004 Lead Hazard Unlawful ................................................................................................ 7 
§ 54.1005 Lead-Safe Work Practice Standards Required......................................................... 7 
§ 54.1006 Lead Safe Work Practice Standards.......................................................................... 7 

(a) Notice to Occupants......................................................................................................... 7 
(b) Occupant Protection......................................................................................................... 8 
(c) Temporary Relocation ..................................................................................................... 8 
(d) Worksite Preparation ....................................................................................................... 9 
(e) Specialized Cleaning........................................................................................................ 9 
(f) Visible Lead Paint Contaminants..................................................................................... 9 
(g) Disposal............................................................................................................................ 9 
(h) Lead-Safe Work Practice Clearance Inspection Standards.............................................. 9 
(i) Prohibited Practices ....................................................................................................... 10 

§ 54.1007 Lead Hazards in Housing.......................................................................................... 11 
(a) Presumption ................................................................................................................... 11 
(b) Owner’s Opportunity to Rebut Presumption ................................................................. 11 
(c) Owner’s Duty to Correct................................................................................................ 11 
(d)  Administrative abatement of a lead hazard.................................................................... 12 
(e)  Summary abatement....................................................................................................... 12 
(f)  Judicial abatement.......................................................................................................... 12 

§ 54.1008 Procedures for Occupant Relocation ....................................................................... 12 
§ 54.1009 Visual Lead Inspection and Correction Prior to Re-Occupancy of Rental Housing...... 12 
§ 54.1010 Duty to Notify ............................................................................................................. 12 
§ 54.1011 Child-Care Facility .................................................................................................... 13 
§ 54.1012 Enforcement Authority ............................................................................................. 13 
§ 54.1013 Enforcement Remedies.............................................................................................. 14 
§ 54.1014 Cost Recovery............................................................................................................. 15 
§ 54.1015 Strict Liability Offenses............................................................................................. 15 

 



 

DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE __________________ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO AMENDING CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE 4, 
DIVISION 10 OF THE SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE BY RENAMING DIVISION 10; BY 
AMENDING SECTIONS 54.1001, 54.1002, 54.1003, 54.1004, 54.1005, AND 54.1006; AND 
BY ADDING SECTIONS 54.1007, 54.1008, 54.1009, 54.1010, 54.1011, 54.1012, 54.1013, 
54.1014, AND 54.1015; ALL RELATING TO LEAD HAZARD PREVENTION AND 
CONTROL; AND FINDING AS TO ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT.  

 WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that more than 434,000 
preschoolers are affected by lead poisoning in the United States, and that lead poisoning is one of 
the most common, preventable pediatric health problems in this country; and  

WHEREAS, lead is most harmful to young children because lead is absorbed into their growing 
bodies, interfering with the developing brain and other organs and systems such as the nervous 
system and kidneys. Lead poisoning has been linked to reduced IQ, attention deficit disorder, 
hearing loss, impaired growth, reading and learning disabilities, and other health, behavioral, and 
intellectual consequences; and  

WHEREAS, while lead poisoning crosses socioeconomic, geographic, and racial boundaries, 
lead poisoning predominantly affects children from low-income families living in older, poorly 
maintained housing; and  

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of San Diego takes legislative notice of the contents of the 
City Manager's Report regarding the Lead-Safe Neighborhoods Program (CMR-04-178) and its 
accompanying oral and documentary evidence as presented before the Land Use and Housing 
Committee on August 4, 2004;  NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of The City of San Diego, as follows: 

Section 1.  That Chapter 5, Article 4, Division 10, of the San Diego Municipal Code is hereby 
amended by renaming Division 10 “Lead Hazard Prevention and Control Ordinance,” by 
amending Sections 54.1001, 54.1002, 54.1003, 54.1004, 54.1005, and 54.1006, and by adding 
Sections 54.1007, 54.1008, 54.1009, 54.1010, 54.1011, 54.1012, 54.1013, 54.1014, and 54.1015, 
to read as follows: 
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Division 10  
Lead Hazard Prevention and Control Ordinance 

 
§ 54.1001 Findings 
The Council of the City of San Diego finds and declares that:  
 
(a) Problem: In the City of San Diego, between 1992 and 2003, there were 781 reported cases of 
childhood lead poisoning (greater then 15 µg/dL) and almost 300 children in 2003 with blood 
lead levels greater then 10 µg/dL in San Diego County. These figures are not considered a true 
representation of the problem, as only a small percentage of children are tested (state average is 
20%). The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has declared that the most effective 
approach to lead poisoning is prevention by eliminating lead hazards from children’s 
environment.  
 
(b) Health Effects: Lead is most harmful to young children because it interferes with the 
development of the brain, as well as other organs and systems such as the kidneys and nervous 
system. Lead poisoning has been linked to reduced IQ, attention deficit disorder, hearing loss, 
impaired growth, and reading and  learning disabilities. Recent research has revealed that even 
low levels of lead exposure can cause a permanent decrease in a child’s IQ. In adults, high lead 
levels can cause high blood pressure, headaches, digestive problems, memory and concentration 
problems, kidney damage, mood changes, nerve disorders, sleep disturbances, and muscle or 
joint pain. 
 
(c) Housing Stock: Lead-based paint, and associated lead-contaminated dust and lead-
contaminated soil, is the number one source of lead poisoning. According to the 2000 United 
States census, approximately sixty-six percent (310,000) of the housing units in the City of San 
Diego were built before 1979, and approximately twenty-eight percent (135,000) of the City of 
San Diego’s housing stock was constructed before 1960. 
 
(d) Prevention is Key: Childhood lead poisoning is preventable. There is no medical treatment to 
reverse the effects of lead poisoning. Household lead hazards can be permanently eliminated by 
abatement or controlled through proper maintenance and lead-safe work practices. 
 
(e) Lead Paint Ban: The Consumer Product Safety Commission banned the use of lead in 
concentrations greater than 600 parts per million in residential paint after February 27, 1978. For 
this reason, paint applied to a dwelling unit or structure prior to January 1, 1979, is presumed to 
contain lead unless leadbased paint testing proves it is below thresholds defined in Division 10. 
All paint applied to a steel structure is presumed to contain lead unless leadbased paint testing 
proves it is below thresholds defined in Division 10. 
 
(f) Lead Hazard: A lead hazard found on any property, premises, dwelling unit, structure, or steel 
structure within the City of San Diego is a public nuisance. 
 
(g) Lead Safe Work Practices: Dust generated in disturbance of lead paint during renovation and 
repair is a principal source of lead dust exposure to our children and community. Unless the dust 
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is contained, it permeates the carpet, ductwork, and soil, so that children and adults may breathe 
or ingest the dust for months and years to come. 
 
(h) Authority: The implementation of Division 10 and the associated enforcement will assist in 
reducing the presence of lead hazards and, thereby, help the City of San Diego in achieving its 
goal of eliminating childhood lead poisoning. On January 1, 2003, California implemented 
Senate Bill 460, which modified California Civil Code section 1941.1 and California Health and 
Safety Code sections 17920.10, 17980, 105255, and 105256 that state that the existence of lead 
hazards in housing can constitute a violation of State Housing Law and make it illegal for 
maintenance or construction activities to generate lead hazards. Amended Health and Safety 
Code sections 17961, 17980, 105255, and 105256 provide local jurisdictions with specific 
authority to correct and prevent lead hazards. Division 10 establishes the City of San Diego’s 
enforcement mechanism for purposes of Senate Bill 460 and also provides additional regulation 
and enforcement tools which will help reduce the exposure of children and others to lead 
hazards. 
  
(i) Tenant Protection: The Council acknowledges that California Civil Code section 1942.5 
prohibits certain acts of retaliation by a landlord against a tenant because of the tenant’s 
complaint to an appropriate agency regarding a residential unit which contains lead hazards. 
 
(j) Necessary Service: The performance of a lead risk assessment in the interior and on the 
exterior of a dwelling unit constructed prior to January 1, 1979, as well as the common areas of 
the dwelling unit, is a necessary service and/or repair to protect the health, safety, and welfare of 
the occupants of the dwelling unit and the public. 
 
§ 54.1002 Purpose 
The purpose of Division 10 is:  
(a) to prevent, identify, and remedy lead hazards in housing before children are poisoned; 
(b) to protect occupants and the public from exposures to lead hazards; 
(c) to provide standards to implement lead hazard control requirements; 
(d) to strengthen the authority of local agencies responding to lead paint 
poisoning cases; and 
(e) to establish and promote lead-safe work practice standards for owners, maintenance workers, 
and all persons involved in lead hazard control and activities such as remodeling, renovation, 
rehabilitation, and repair that disturb lead paint, in order to protect occupants and the public from 
exposure to lead hazards. 
 
§ 54.1003 Definitions 
All defined terms in Division 10 appear in italics, except for the terms Building Permit and 
Demolition/Removal Permit which refer to those terms respectively as used in the Land 
Development Code and which, consistent with the Land Development Code, are not italicized in 
this Division. For purposes of Division 10, the following terms have the following meanings: 
 
Accredited laboratory means a laboratory which is accredited through the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency National Lead Laboratory Accreditation Program. 
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Adjacent properties means properties that abut the property at which activities which disturb or 
remove paint have been, are being, or will be performed. 
 
Certified  means a process used by the State of California Department of Health Services and the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency to identify individuals who have completed 
training and other requirements to permit the proper and safe execution of lead risk assessments 
and lead inspections, lead dust clearance sampling, or lead hazard reduction and control work.  
 
Child  means any person less than six years of age. 
 
Child-care facility  means a facility that provides nonmedical care for children less than 18 years 
of age in need of personal services, supervision, or assistance essential for sustaining the 
activities of daily living or for the protection of the individual on less than a 24-hour basis. This 
includes day care centers and employer-sponsored child care centers. 
 
Clearance inspection means an onsite limited investigation, performed by a certified lead 
inspector/assessor or a certified lead project monitor, of single surface dust sampling or soil 
sampling a minimum of one hour after completion of final cleanup activities to determine 
whether dust or soil lead levels are below thresholds defined in Division 10. The methodology 
for conducting the sampling shall follow procedures as defined in 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations part 745.227, as it may be amended from time to time. 
 
Containment barriers means a system, process, or barrier, on the interior or exterior of a 
dwelling unit, structure, or steel structure, designed to ensure that lead-contaminated dust, lead-
contaminated soil, or lead paint contaminants are not spread, blown, or tracked from inside to 
outside of a work site, which system, process, or barrier is at least as effective as those contained 
within the HUD Guidelines, or, for steel structures, at least as effective as those contained in the 
most recent edition of the Lead Paint Removal Guide published by the Steel Structures Painting 
Council. 
 
De minimis levels means an area less than: (1) two square feet in any one interior room or space 
of a dwelling unit or structure; or (2) twenty square feet on an exterior surface; or (3) ten percent 
of the surface area on any component part, either interior room or space or exterior, with a small 
surface area such as a window sill, baseboard, or trim. 
 
Department means the City Environmental Services Department and/or the Neighborhood Code 
Compliance Department. 
 
Deteriorated paint means paint that is cracking, flaking, chipping, peeling, or otherwise 
separating from the substrate of the dwelling unit or any component thereof. 
 
DPH means the California Department of Public Health. 
 
Director  has the same meaning as set forth in section 11.0210 of this Code. 
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Disturb or remove paint means any action that creates friction, pressure, heat, or a chemical 
reaction upon any paint on an interior or exterior surface so as to abrade, loosen, penetrate, chip, 
cut through, remove, or eliminate paint from that surface. This term shall include all lead hazard 
correction activities, all demolition activities, and all surface preparation activities performed 
upon an interior or exterior surface containing paint. 
 
Dwelling unit has the same meaning as set forth in section 113.0103 of this Code and also 
includes multiple dwelling unit and single dwelling unit as those terms are defined in section 
113.0103 of this Code. 
 
Enforcement official has the same meaning as set forth in section 11.0210 of this Code. 
 
Exterior  means the outside of a dwelling unit, structure, or steel structure and the areas around it 
within the boundaries of the property, including the exterior of any detached structure, and 
including, but not limited to, freestanding and common walls, stairways, fences, light wells, 
breezeways, sheds, garages, patio covers, decks, and any similar structures. 
 
HEPA means a High Efficiency Particulate Air Filter. 
 
Home improvement store means all retail stores which sell home improvement products 
including, but not limited to, paint and paint removal products, construction and building 
materials, and tools and hardware. 
 
HUD Guidelines means the most recent version of the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development “Guidelines for the Evaluation and Control of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in 
Housing.” 
 
Imminent lead hazard means a lead hazard which creates a present and immediate danger to 
life, property, health, or public safety. 
 
Landlord  means an owner, lessor, or sublessor who receives or is entitled to receive rent for the 
use or occupancy of any commercial or residential rental property in the City of San Diego, and 
the agent, representative, or successor of any of the foregoing. 
 
Lead means metallic lead and all inorganic and organic compounds of lead. 
 
Lead-based paint or lead paint means paint or other surface coatings that contain an amount of 
lead equal to, or in excess of, one milligram per square centimeter (1.0 mg/cm2) or one-half of 
one percent (0.5%) by weight. 
 
Lead-based paint testing means: (1) testing of surfaces to determine the presence of lead-based 
paint performed by an independent Certified Lead Risk Assessor/Inspector, in accordance with 
the HUD Guidelines, and which testing includes bulk paint samples analyzed by an accredited 
laboratory; or (2) testing by an XRF. 
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Lead-contaminated dust means dust that contains an amount of lead equal to, or in excess of, 
forty micrograms per square foot (40 µg/ft2) for interior floor surfaces, two hundred and fifty 
micrograms per square foot (250 µg/ft2) for interior horizontal window surfaces, and four 
hundred micrograms per square foot (400 µg/ft2) for exterior floor and exterior horizontal 
window surfaces. 
 
Lead-contaminated soil means bare soil that contains an amount of lead equal to, or in excess 
of, four hundred parts per million (400 ppm) in childrens’ play areas and one thousand parts per 
million (1000 ppm) in all other areas. 
 
Lead dust testing means tests conducted in accordance with the most recent federal guidelines 
to determine the presence or absence of lead-contaminated dust within a defined area. 
 
Lead hazard means: (1) the existence of deteriorated paint over a surface area larger than de 
minimis levels in the interior or exterior of a dwelling unit or structure constructed prior to 
January 1, 1979; or (2) the existence of deteriorated paint, in the interior or exterior of a dwelling 
unit or structure constructed prior to January 1, 1979, over a surface area smaller than de minimis 
levels but which, as determined by an enforcement official, is likely to endanger the health of the 
public or the occupants of the dwelling unit or structure; or (3) the disturbance of leadbased paint 
or presumed lead-based paint without containment barriers; or (4) the creation or maintenance of 
any other condition which may result in persistent and quantifiable lead exposure; or (5) the 
presence of lead-contaminated dust or lead-contaminated soil. 
 
Lead inspection means a surface by surface investigation to determine the presence of lead 
paint, as described in Chapter 7: Lead-Based Paint Inspection, HUD Guidelines, as they may be 
amended from time to time, conducted by a Certified Lead Inspector/Assessor. 
 
Lead paint contaminants means substances containing lead paint or presumed lead-based paint 
which are potentially hazardous to human health or the environment including, but not limited to, 
paint chips and paint-containing soil, debris, dust, abrasives, fumes, or water. 
 
Lead risk assessment means an on-site investigation by a Certified Lead Inspector/Assessor to 
determine the existence, nature, severity, and location of lead hazards and the preparation of a 
written report describing the results of the investigation and options for eliminating lead hazards. 
 
Lead soil testing means tests conducted in accordance with the most recent federal guidelines to 
determine the presence or absence of lead-contaminated soil within a defined area. 
 
Occupants means tenants or other persons legally authorized to occupy or partially occupy the 
property. 
 
Owner means the person or persons owning property or any improvements thereon in the City of 
San Diego and includes such person’s legally authorized agent or representative and any 
successors in interest. 
 
Paint means any paint, varnish, shellac, or other similar coating. 
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Person means any natural person, municipal, county, or state agency to the extent allowable by 
law, firm, joint venture, joint stock company, business concern, trust, organization, club, 
association, partnership, company, or corporation, or the officers, agents, employees, managers, 
representatives, heirs, executors, administrators, successors, or assigns of any of them or any 
other entity which is recognized by law as the subject of rights and duties. 
 
Premises has the same meaning as set forth in section 54.0202 of this Code. 
 
Presumed lead-based paint means paint or surface coating affixed to a component in or on a 
dwelling unit, structure, or steel structure, excluding paint or surface coating affixed to a 
component in or on a dwelling unit or structure constructed on or after January 1, 1979. 
 
Prohibited practices means work practices prohibited under section 54.1006 of this Code. 
 
Property means real property, together with any and all improvements thereon. 
 
Public nuisance has the same meaning as that set forth in section 11.0210 of this Code. 
 
Regulated area means an area in which work is being performed that disturbs or removes paint 
and to which access is restricted in order to prevent migration of paint contaminants. Regulated 
area shall also include any area contaminated with lead paint as a result of a breach or lack of 
containment barriers or a violation of the containment requirements set forth in section 54.1006. 
 
Renovation means any modification of all or part of an existing dwelling unit, structure, or steel 
structure which modification disturbs or removes paint. 
 
Renovator means any person who performs for compensation a renovation. 
 
Responsible person means a person who a Director determines is responsible for causing or 
maintaining a public nuisance or a violation of this Code or applicable state codes. The term 
responsible person includes, but is not limited to, an owner, tenant, person with a legal interest in 
property or improvements thereon, and/or a person in possession of property. 
 
Steel structure means any structure that is not a building and that has exterior surfaces made of 
steel or other metal including, but not limited to, bridges, billboards, walkways, water towers, 
steel tanks, and roadway or railway overpasses. 
 
Structure has the same meaning as that set forth in section 113.0103 of this Code. 
 
Underlying defect means any condition or circumstance which generates, creates, or sustains a 
lead hazard. 
 
XRF means a portable X-Ray Fluorescence Spectrometer. 
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§ 54.1004 Lead Hazard Unlawful 
 
(a) It is unlawful to create and/or maintain a lead hazard or allow a lead hazard to remain upon 
any property, premises, surfaces, dwelling unit, structure, steel structure, or appurtenances. 
 
(b) It is unlawful to fail to reduce or eliminate a lead hazard. 
 
§ 54.1005 Lead-Safe Work Practice Standards Required 
 
(a) It is presumed that paint in the interior or on the exterior of all dwelling units and all 
structures constructed prior to January 1, 1979, and all steel structures is lead-based paint. 
 
(b) Any person who disturbs or removes paint from any surface in the interior or on the exterior 
of a dwelling unit or structure constructed prior to January 1, 1979, or from any surface on a steel 
structure shall use lead-safe work practice standards as set forth in section 54.1006, unless a 
Certified Lead Inspector/Assessor determines, prior to the commencement of activities which 
disturb or remove paint, that the concentration of lead in the paint is below 1000 ppm or .5 
mg/cm2. 
 
(c) Any person who disturbs or removes paint in any amount in the interior or on the exterior of a 
dwelling unit to correct a lead hazard where a child with blood lead levels greater than or equal 
to 10 µg/dL has been identified shall use lead-safe work practice standards as set forth in section 
54.1006.  
 
(d) Section 54.1005 does not change the definition of lead-based paint and is only intended to 
identify when lead-safe work practice standards are required. 
 
(e) The failure to use lead-safe work practice standards as set forth in section 54.1005 shall 
constitute a violation of Division 10. The lead-safe work practice standards set forth in Division 
10 are in addition to, and are not a substitute for, any requirements under state or federal law. 
Compliance with the lead-safe work practice standards set forth in section 54.1006 does not 
negate responsibility for a violation of section 54.1004. 
 
§ 54.1006 Lead Safe Work Practice Standards 
The lead-safe work practice standards in this section apply to all activities which disturb or 
remove paint which is lead-based paint or presumed lead-based paint.  

(a) Notice to Occupants 
Not less than seven business days before beginning activities which disturb or remove paint, a 
written notice, in accordance with state and federal law, shall be posted in a conspicuous location 
and provided to each occupant of a dwelling unit and/or structure where such activities will be 
conducted. A person who engages in unplanned activities that disturb or remove paint, in 
response to a sudden, unexpected event which, if not immediately attended to, would present a 
safety or public health hazard or would threaten property with significant damage, shall provide 
written notice to each occupant of a dwelling unit and/or structure prior to engaging in such 
activities. 
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(1) The written notice shall identify the location in the dwelling unit and/or structure where such 
activities will take place, state that lead-related activities will be performed at the dwelling unit 
and/or structure, and state the dates for the performance of such activities. 
 
(2) The written notice shall be in the form of a sign and letter or memorandum, shall be placed in 
a conspicuous location open and available to occupants of or any person visiting the dwelling 
unit and/or structure, and shall prominently state the following: “Work is scheduled to be 
performed beginning [date] on this property that may disturb or remove lead-based paint.” 
 
(3) Prior to beginning activities which disturb or remove paint, the owner of the property shall 
provide each occupant with a copy of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency pamphlet 
entitled “Protect Your Family From Lead-Based Paint in Your Home,” unless the owner has 
previously provided this pamphlet to the occupant. 
 
(4) For purposes of Division 10, renovators performing activities which disturb or remove paint 
shall comply with 40 Code of Federal Regulations part 745, subpart E, as they may be amended 
from time to time, by providing to each occupant the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
pamphlet entitled “Protect Your Family From Lead-Based Paint in Your Home,” by complying 
with the required paperwork, and by maintaining the required records. 

(b) Occupant Protection 
Occupants shall not be permitted to enter the regulated area during the course of activities which 
disturb or remove paint (unless they are employed in the conduct of these activities in the 
regulated area), until after activities which disturb or remove paint have been completed and 
clearance as set forth in section 54.1006 has been achieved. 

(c) Temporary Relocation 
(1) Occupants of a dwelling unit shall be temporarily relocated, before and during the course of 
activities which disturb or remove paint, to a suitable, decent, safe, comparable, and similarly 
accessible dwelling unit that does not have a lead hazard, unless: 
 

(A) the activities will not disturb lead-based paint, lead-contaminated dust or lead-
contaminated soil; 
 
(B) the activities affect only the exterior of the dwelling unit, and windows, doors, 
ventilation intakes, and other openings in or near the regulated area are sealed during the 
course of the activities and cleaned afterward, and at least one entrance is free of 
leadcontaminated dust, lead-contaminated soil, and lead paint contaminants; 
 
(C) the activities in the interior of the dwelling unit will be started and completed during 
the daytime within eight consecutive hours, the regulated area is contained so as to 
prevent the release of leadcontaminated dust and lead paint contaminants into other areas, 
and the activities do not create other safety, health, or environmental hazards (e.g., 
exposed live electrical wiring, release of toxic fumes, or on-site disposal of hazardous 
waste); or 



9 

 
(D) the activities in the interior of the dwelling unit will be completed within five 
consecutive days, the regulated area is secure so as to prevent the release of lead-
contaminated dust and lead paint contaminants into other areas, the activities do not 
create other safety, health, or environmental hazards, and, at the end of work on each day, 
the regulated area and the area within at least ten feet of the regulated area is cleaned to 
remove any visible dust or debris, and occupants have safe access to sleeping areas and 
bathroom and kitchen facilities. 

 
(2) Occupants' belongings shall be protected from contamination by lead contaminated dust and 
lead paint contaminants during the course of activities which disturb or remove paint. Occupants' 
belongings in the regulated area shall be relocated to a safe and secure area outside the regulated 
area or shall be completely covered with an impermeable covering with all seams and edges 
taped or otherwise sealed. 

(d) Worksite Preparation 
The regulated area shall be prepared to prevent the release of dust, and to contain, within the 
regulated area, lead-based paint chips, lead-contaminated dust, lead-contaminated soil, and lead 
paint contaminants from activities which disturb or remove paint until they can be safely 
removed from the regulated area. Practices that minimize the spread of lead-contaminated dust, 
lead-based paint chips, lead-contaminated soil, and lead paint contaminants shall be used during 
preparation of the regulated area for work which disturbs or removes paint. The tables in 
Appendix “A” identify the minimum required levels of worksite preparation, as excerpted from 
the HUD Guidelines. 

(e) Specialized Cleaning 
After activities which disturb or remove paint have been completed, the regulated area shall be 
cleaned by using: 
(1) methods, products, and devices which are successful in removing lead-contaminated dust, 
such as a HEPA vacuum or other method of equivalent efficacy; and 
(2) all purpose general detergents or lead-specific detergents or by following the HUD 
Guidelines. 

(f) Visible Lead Paint Contaminants 
All visible lead paint contaminants shall be cleaned up daily and removed from the regulated 
areas prior to completion of the activities which disturb or remove paint. 

(g) Disposal 
All waste generated from activities which disturb or remove paint, which is lead-based paint or 
presumed lead-based paint, is deemed hazardous waste pursuant to title 22 of the California 
Code of Regulations, as it may be amended from time to time, and must be disposed of lawfully. 

(h) Lead-Safe Work Practice Clearance Inspection Standards 
(1) A visual inspection to verify the absence of visible dust or debris must be performed upon the 
completion of all activities which disturb or remove paint: 
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(A) where the paint is presumed lead-based paint covering a surface area and/or affecting 
a component as described in the tables in Appendix “A”; or 
 
(B) where lead-based paint testing performed on the paint revealed lead levels greater 
than 1000 ppm or 0.5 mg/cm2.  

 
A renovator shall record the results of the visual inspection on the form provided by the City of 
San Diego, shall maintain that form for a minimum of three years, and shall make all such forms 
available to the City of San Diego upon request. 
 
(2) A clearance inspection must be performed upon the completion of all activities which disturb 
or remove paint and after visual inspection: 

 
(A) where the paint is presumed lead-based paint covering a surface area and/or affecting 
a component as described in the tables in Appendix “A”; or 
 
(B) where lead-based paint testing performed on the paint revealed lead levels greater 
than 5000 ppm or 1.0 mg/cm2. A copy of the DPH Form 8552 for each clearance 
inspection shall be submitted to the City of San Diego at: 
Environmental Services Department Lead Safe Neighborhoods Program Form 8552 
9601 Ridgehaven Court, Ste 310 
San Diego, CA 92123 

 
Submittal of the 8552 form to the City of San Diego does not satisfy the requirement of title 17 
of the California Code of Regulations for submittal of the 8552 form to the DPH. 
 
(3) The lead-safe work practice clearance inspection standards shall be performed only by a 
Certified Lead Inspector/Assessor or certified lead project monitor. 
 
(4) All clearance inspection procedures shall be in compliance with 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations part 745.227, as it may be amended from time to time, and shall meet title 17 of the 
California Code of Regulations clearance guidelines, as it may be amended from time to time. 

(i)  Prohibited Practices 
It is unlawful to use prohibited practices while conducting activities which disturb or remove 
paint including, but not limited to: 
(1) acetylene or propane burning and torching; 
(2) scraping, sanding, or grinding without containment barriers or a HEPA local vacuum exhaust 
tool; 
(3) hydro-blasting or high-pressure wash without containment barriers; 
(4) abrasive blasting or sandblasting without containment barriers or a HEPA local vacuum 
exhaust tool; or 
(5) heat guns operating above 1,100 degrees fahrenheit;  
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§ 54.1007 Lead Hazards in Housing 

(a) Presumption 
For all dwelling units constructed prior to January 1, 1979, it is presumed that the paint in the 
interior or on the exterior of the dwelling unit is lead-based paint. 

(b) Owner’s Opportunity to Rebut Presumption 
(1) The owner of a dwelling unit constructed prior to January 1, 1979, may apply to the 
Department to have such dwelling unit exempted from the presumption contained in section 
54.1007(a) when either: 

(A) lead-based paint testing results demonstrate that no lead paint is present in the interior 
or on the exterior of such dwelling unit; or 
(B) documentation from a Certified Lead Inspector/Assessor demonstrates that alterations 
have been made to the dwelling unit and such alterations have resulted in the removal of 
all lead-based paint in that dwelling unit. 

(2) The Director shall establish written policies that set forth criteria for granting the exemption 
described in section 54.1007(b). 

(c) Owner’s Duty to Correct 
(1) The existence of a lead hazard in any dwelling unit is hereby declared to constitute a 
condition dangerous to life and health. The owner of a dwelling unit shall take action to prevent 
the occurrence of a lead hazard and shall expeditiously correct a lead hazard, upon receiving 
notice of its existence, in accordance with section 54.1006. If the lead hazard is caused in whole 
or in part by an underlying defect, the owner of the dwelling unit shall correct the underlying 
defect to prevent a further lead hazard. 
 
(2) The owner of a dwelling unit shall correct all identified lead hazards and complete the 
clearance inspection within thirty (30) days of receiving notice of the existence of the lead 
hazard, unless: 

(A) the Director or designee determines that a lead hazard is present, which lead hazard 
constitutes an immediate threat to the health and safety of occupants of the dwelling unit, 
in which case the owner of the dwelling unit shall comply with the Director’s or 
designee’s directives; or 
 
(B) the owner of the dwelling unit files a statement of intent and work plan demonstrating 
the need for additional time to correct the lead hazard, a proposed work schedule, and the 
methods by which the owner will accomplish compliance with Division 10 including, 
but not limited to, compliance with the temporary relocation requirements of section 
54.1006(c), in which case the Director or designee may extend the time for compliance 
with Division 10. 

 
(3) Within seven days after completing the clearance inspection, the owner of a dwelling unit 
shall provide proof of compliance with section 54.1007 by submitting a copy of the DPH Form 
8552 for each clearance inspection to the City of San Diego at: 

Environmental Services Department 
Lead Safe Neighborhoods Program Form 8552 
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9601 Ridgehaven Court, Ste 310 
San Diego, CA 92123 

 
Submittal of the 8552 form to the City of San Diego does not satisfy the requirement of title 17 
of the California Code of Regulations for submittal of the 8552 form to the DPH. 
 
(d) Administrative abatement of a lead hazard shall be in accordance with the procedures 
provided in San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 1, Article 2, Division 6. 
 
(e) Summary abatement of an imminent lead hazard shall be in accordance with the procedures 
provided in San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 1, Article 2, Division 7. 
 
(f) Judicial abatement of a lead hazard shall be in accordance with the procedures provided in 
San Diego Municipal Code Chapter 1, Article 2, Division 2. 
 
§ 54.1008 Procedures for Occupant Relocation 
(a) The responsible person is responsible for the relocation and associated costs of any occupants 
displaced as a result of a judicial, administrative or summary abatement action pursuant to 
Division 10 and must follow applicable requirements of state law. 
 
(b) If relocation costs are paid by the City, the costs shall be assessed against the responsible 
person as an administrative or summary abatement cost or as part 
of a judicial action and may be recovered pursuant to procedures in San Diego Municipal Code 
Chapter 1, Article 3, Division 3 (Recovery of Abatement Costs). 
 
§ 54.1009 Visual Lead Inspection and Correction Prior to Re-Occupancy of 
Rental Housing 
For all rental dwelling units constructed prior to January 1, 1979, the responsible person shall 
conduct a visual inspection for deteriorated paint each time a tenant vacates the dwelling unit and 
prior to re-occupancy of the dwelling unit. Deteriorated paint shall be corrected prior to re-
occupancy in accordance with Division 10, unless lead-based paint testing proves the 
deteriorated paint is not lead-based paint. Inspection, testing, and correction documents shall be 
maintained for three years and shall be made available to the City of San Diego upon request. 
 
§ 54.1010 Duty to Notify 
 
(a) All home improvement stores and stores which sell or rent high pressure water equipment 
shall maintain a supply of the lead-safe work practices pamphlets prepared and supplied by the 
Director. The pamphlets shall be prominently displayed where painting supplies are sold and 
high pressure water equipment is sold or rented and shall be provided upon request to customers 
or other invitees. 
 
(b) Home improvement stores and stores which sell or rent high pressure water equipment shall 
conspicuously post the Lead-Safe Work Practices sign prepared by the Director or a sign of 
substantially the same size, typeface, and language. The sign shall make the following statement, 
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or a substantially equivalent statement, in large or boldface capital letters no less than one-half 
inch in size: 
 
IT IS UNLAWFUL TO CREATE A LEAD HAZARD. YOU ARE REQUIRED TO USE 
LEAD-SAFE WORK PRACTICES IF YOU LIVE IN A PRE-1979 DWELLING 
AND WILL BE DISTURBING PAINT. PAINTING AND REMODELING CAN EXPOSE 
YOUR FAMILY TO LEAD. ASK FOR A FREE PAMPHLET ON LEADBASED PAINT 
HAZARDS. 
 
(c) For all dwelling units constructed prior to January 1, 1978, the responsible person shall be in 
compliance with 24 Code of Federal Regulations parts 35.80– 98 inclusive. 
 
(d) All DPH-certified lead personnel conducting lead hazard evaluation (e.g., risk assessment, 
clearance inspection, paint testing, dust sampling, etc.) shall deliver a completed copy of the 
DPH Lead Hazard Evaluation Report (Form 8552) to the City of San Diego, if the property 
evaluated is located within the city limits of the City of San Diego, within thirty days of 
conducting the evaluation. The copy shall be submitted to: 

City of San Diego 
Environmental Services Lead Form 8552 
9601 Ridgehaven Court, Suite 310 
San Diego, CA 92123 

Submittal of the 8552 form to the City of San Diego does not satisfy the requirement of title 17of 
the California Code of Regulations for submittal of the 8552 form to the DPH. 
 
§ 54.1011 Child-Care Facility 
Each child-care facility licensed or approved by the State of California, except for a child-care 
facility located on public school property, shall require a parent or legal guardian of each child 
between the ages of six months and seven years of age inclusive to provide a statement from a 
physician or health care provider that the child has been screened for lead poisoning. This 
statement must indicate that the screening of the child has been performed in accordance with 
applicable criteria mandated by the State of California. This statement shall be provided prior to 
admission, but in no event later than thirty days after admission. The child-care facility shall 
maintain the statement for three years after receipt and shall make such statements available to 
the City for review during normal operating hours upon request. Nothing in section 54.1012 shall 
be construed to require any child to undergo a blood lead level screening or test when the parent 
or guardian of the child objects on the grounds that the screening or test conflicts with his or her 
religious beliefs. 
 
§ 54.1012 Enforcement Authority 
 
(a) The Director is authorized to administer and enforce the provisions of Chapter 5, Article 4, 
Division 10 of this Code. The Director or anyone designated by the Director to be an 
enforcement official may exercise any enforcement powers as provided in Chapter 1 of this 
Code. 
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(b) In addition to the general enforcement powers provided in Chapter 1 of this Code, the 
Director or designee may exercise any of the following supplemental enforcement powers as the 
Director or designee determines may be necessary under the circumstances. 
 
(1) Inspection Authority 
The Director or designee is authorized to inspect the interior and exterior of any dwelling unit, 
structure, steel structure, adjacent properties, or premises where conditions may exist which 
could amount to a lead hazard or where activities which may disturb or remove paint, which is 
lead-based paint or presumed lead-based paint, have been, are being, or will be conducted, for 
the purpose of determining the validity of a complaint or compliance with Division 10. All 
inspections shall be conducted in a reasonable manner. If an owner, occupant, or agent refuses 
permission to enter or inspect, the Director or designee may seek an administrative inspection 
warrant pursuant to the procedures provided for in California Code of Civil Procedure sections 
1822.50 through 1822.60. 
 
(2) Sampling Authority 
The Director or designee may collect paint, dust, and soil samples from the interior or exterior of 
a dwelling unit, structure, steel structure, adjacent properties, or premises where conditions may 
exist which amount to a lead hazard or where activities which disturb or remove paint, which is 
lead-based paint or presumed lead-based paint, have 
been, are being, or will be conducted, for the purpose of determining the validity of a complaint 
or compliance with Division 10. 
 
(3) Training 
The Director or designee may require a responsible person, and any employee, agent, or 
representative of a responsible person in violation of Division 10 to attend an approved lead-safe 
work practice training course. The Director or designee shall require proof of attendance and 
satisfactory completion of the course, including certification from the 
instructor or provider of the course. Upon receipt of said proof, the Director or designee, in his or 
her sole discretion, may reduce or eliminate an administrative penalty, if any, imposed for a 
violation of Division 10. 
 
§ 54.1013 Enforcement Remedies 
 
(a) It is unlawful to violate any provision or requirement of Division 10. The failure to comply 
with any requirement of Division 10 constitutes a violation of Division 10. Violations of the 
provisions or requirements of Division 10 may be prosecuted as misdemeanors subject to the 
penalties provided in section 12.0201 of this Code. The Director or designee alternatively may 
seek injunctive relief or civil penalties in the Superior Court pursuant to section 12.0202 of this 
Code or may pursue any administrative remedy provided in Chapter 1, Article 2, Divisions 3 
through 10 inclusive, of this Code. 
 
(b) Remedies under section 54.1013 are in addition to and do not supersede or limit any and all 
other remedies, civil or criminal. The remedies provided for herein shall be cumulative and not 
exclusive.  
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§ 54.1014 Cost Recovery 
 
(a) Reinspection Fee 
 
Whenever the Director or designee reinspects a dwelling unit, structure, steel structure, adjacent 
properties, or premises to determine compliance with Division 10, this Code, or applicable state 
law, the Director may assess and collect fees, as set forth in Chapter 1, Article 3, Division 1 of 
this Code, against the responsible person to recover the fully ascertainable costs to the City for 
the following: 
 
(1) dwelling unit, structure, or steel structure reinspections; 
 
(2) lead-safe work practice reinspections; 
 
(3) laboratory analysis; and 
 
(4) sample collection fees. 
 
(b) Fees, including but not limited to Reinspection Fees and increases to Building Permit fees 
and Demolition/Removal Permit fees, which are imposed for purposes of regulation, education, 
and enforcement under Division 10 shall be segregated and deposited into a separate account 
within a fund. All such fees and accrued interest thereon shall be used solely and exclusively for 
the purposes for which the fee was imposed. 
 
(c) The assessment and collection of these fees shall not preclude the imposition of any 
administrative or judicial penalty or fine for violations of this Code or applicable state laws. 
 
(d) Civil penalties collected pursuant to Division 10 and investigative costs associated with the 
enforcement action shall be deposited in the Code Enforcement Civil Penalty Fund established 
pursuant to section 13.0402 of this Code. 

(e) A fee schedule shall be established and revised as necessary by the City Manager in 
accordance with Council Policy and City Administrative Regulations to reflect current costs. The 
fee schedule shall  

§ 54.1015 Strict Liability Offenses  

Violations of Division 10 shall be treated as strict liability offenses regardless of intent. 
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*INTERIOR WORKSITE PREPARATION LEVELS (NOT INCLUDIN G WINDOWS) 
Description Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Typical Applications 

(Hazard Controls) 

Dust removal and any 
abatement or interim 
control method disturbing 
no more than 2 square feet 
of painted surface per 
room. 

Any interim control 
or abatement 
method disturbing 
between 2 and 10 
square feet of 
painted surface per 
room. 

Same as Level 2. 

Any interim control 
or abatement method 
disturbing more than 
10 square feet per 
room. 

Time Limit 

Per Dwelling 
One work day. One work day. Five work days. None. 

Containment and Barrier 
System 

Single layer of plastic 
sheeting on floor 
extending 5 feet beyond 
the perimeter of the 
treated area in all 
directions.  No plastic 
sheeting on doorways is 
required, but a low 
physical barrier (furniture, 
wood planking) to prevent 
inadvertent access by 
resident is recommended.   

Two layers of 
plastic on entire 
floor or isolate the 
work area.  Plastic 
sheet with primitive 
airlock flap on all 
door- ways.  Doors 
secured from inside 
the work area need 
not be sealed.   

Two layers of plastic 
on entire floor or 
isolate the work area.  
Plastic sheet with 
primitive airlock flap 
on all door-ways to 
work areas.  Doors 
secured from inside 
the work area need 
not be sealed.  
Overnight barrier 
should be locked or 
firmly secured.   

Two layers of plastic 
on entire floor or 
isolate the work area.  
If entire unit is being 
treated, cleaned, and 
cleared, individual 
room door- ways 
need not be sealed.  If 
only a few rooms are 
being treated, seal all 
doorways with 
primitive airlock flap 
to avoid cleaning 
entire dwelling.  
Doors secured from 
inside the work area 
need not be sealed. 
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*INTERIOR WORKSITE PREPARATION LEVELS (NOT INCLUDIN G WINDOWS) 
Description Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Warning Signs 

Required at entry to room 
but not on building (unless 
exterior work is also under 
way). 

Same as Level 1. 

Posted at main and 
secondary entryways, 
if  resident will not 
be present to answer 
the door. 

Posted at building 
exterior near main 
and secondary 
entryways, if  
resident will not be 
present to answer the 
door. 

Ventilation 

System 

Dwelling ventilation 
system turned off, but 
vents need not be sealed 
with plastic if they are 
more than 5 feet away 
from the surface being 
treated.  Negative pressure 
zones (with “negative air: 
machines) are not 
required, unless large 
supplies of fresh air must 
be admitted into the work 
area to control exposures 
to other hazardous 
substances (for example, 
solvent vapors). 

Turned off and all 
vents in room 
sealed with plastic.  
Negative pressure 
zones (with 
“negative air” 
machines) are not 
required, unless 
large supplies of 
fresh air must be 
admitted into the 
work area to control 
exposure to other 
hazardous 
substances (for 
example, solvent 
vapors). 

Same as Level 2. Same as Level 2. 
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*INTERIOR WORKSITE PREPARATION LEVELS (NOT INCLUDIN G WINDOWS) 
Description Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Furniture 

Left in place uncovered if 
furniture is more than 5 
feet from working surface.  
If within 5 feet, furniture 
should be sealed with a 
single layer of plastic or 
moved for paint treatment. 
No covering is required 
for dust removal. 

 

Removed from 
work area.  Large 
items that cannot be 
moved can be 
sealed with a single 
layer of plastic 
sheeting and left in 
work area. 

Same as Level 2. Same as Level 2. 
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*INTERIOR WORKSITE PREPARATION LEVELS (NOT INCLUDIN G WINDOWS) 
Description Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 

Cleanup 

(See Chapter 14 of HUD 
Guidelines for further discussion 
of cleanup methods) 

 

HEPA vacuum, wet wash, 
and HEPA vacuum all 
surfaces and floors 
extending 5 feet in all 
directions from the treated 
surface.  For dust removal 
work alone, a HEPA 
vacuum and wet wash 
cycle is adequate (i.e., no 
second pass with a HEPA 
vacuum is needed).  Also 
wet wash and HEPA 
vacuum floor in adjacent 
area(s) used as pathway to 
work area.  Do not store 
lead paint contaminants 
inside dwelling overnight; 
transfer to a locked secure 
area at the end of each 
day. 

 

HEPA vacuum, wet 
wash, and HEPA 
vacuum all surfaces 
in room.  Also wet 
wash and HEPA 
vacuum floor in 
adjacent area(s) 
used as pathway to 
work area.  Do not 
store lead paint 
contaminants inside 
dwelling overnight; 
use a secure locked 
area. 

Remove top layer of 
plastic from floor and 
discard.  Keep 
bottom layer of 
plastic on floor for 
use on the next day.  
HEPA vacuum, wet 
wash, and HEPA 
vacuum all  surfaces 
in room.  Also wet 
wash and HEPA 
vacuum floor in 
adjacent area(s) used 
as pathway to work 
area.  Do not store 
lead paint 
contaminants inside 
dwelling overnight; 
use a secure locked 
area. 

Full HEPA vacuum, 
wet wash, and HEPA 
vacuum cycle, as 
detailed in Chapter 
14 of HUD 
Guidelines. 
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*INTERIOR WORKSITE PREPARATION LEVELS (NOT INCLUDIN G WINDOWS) 
Description Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 
 

Clearance Inspection 

Visual Clearance only 

Clearance 
inspection if it is 
presumed lead-
based paint or 
testing determines 
lead levels are 
greater than 5000 
ppm or 1.0 mg/cm2. 

Clearance inspection 
if it is presumed lead-
based paint or testing 
determines lead 
levels are greater 
than 5000 ppm or 1.0 
mg/cm2. 

Clearance inspection 
if it is presumed lead-
based paint or testing 
determines lead 
levels are greater than 
5000 ppm or 1.0 
mg/cm2. 

* Worksite preparation levels for floor sanding and abrasive blasting on surfaces that contain lead paint or presumed lead-based 
paint are not included in this table. Work shall follow the HUD Guidelines chapter 8, section VII. 

Note:   Primitive air locks are constructed using two sheets of plastic.  The first one is taped on the top, the floor, and two sides of 
doorway.  Next, cut a slit 6 feet high down the middle of the plastic; do not cut the slit all the way down to the floor.  Tape the second 
sheet of plastic across the top of the door only, so that it acts as a flap.  The flap should open into the work area. 

*EXTERIOR WORKSITE PREPARATION LEVELS (NOT INCLUDIN G WINDOWS) 

Description Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

Typical 
Applications 

 

Any interim control or abatement 
method disturbing less than 10 
square feet of exterior painted 
surface per dwelling.  Also includes 
soil control work. 

Any interim control or abatement 
method disturbing between 10 to 
50 square feet of exterior painted 
surface per dwelling.  Also 
includes soil control work. 

Any interim control or 
abatement method disturbing 
more than 50 square feet of 
exterior painted surface per 
dwelling.  Also includes soil 
control work. 

Time Limit 

Per Dwelling 
One day. None. None. 
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*EXTERIOR WORKSITE PREPARATION LEVELS (NOT INCLUDIN G WINDOWS) 

Description Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

Containment and 
Barrier System 

One layer of plastic on ground 
extending 10 feet beyond the 
perimeter of working surfaces.  
Extend plastic further if necessary 
to collect paint chips and associated 
debris. Do not anchor ladder feet on 
top of plastic (Puncture the plastic 
to anchor ladders securely to 
ground).  For all other exterior 
plastic surfaces, protect plastic with 
boards to prevent puncture from 
falling debris, nails, etc., if 
necessary.  Raise edges of plastic to 
create a basin to prevent 
contaminated runoff in the event of 
unexpected precipitation.  Secure 
plastic to side of building with tape 
or other anchoring system (no gaps 
between plastic and building).  
Weight all plastic sheets down with 
two-by-fours or similar objects.  
Keep all windows within 20 feet of 
working surfaces closed, including 
windows of adjacent structures. 

Same as Level 1. Same as Level 1. 

Playground 
Equipment, Toys, 
Sandbox 

Remove all movable items to a 20-
foot distance from working 
surfaces.  Items that cannot be 
readily moved to a 20-foot distance 
can be sealed with taped plastic 
sheeting. 

Same as Level 1. Same as Level 1. 
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*EXTERIOR WORKSITE PREPARATION LEVELS (NOT INCLUDIN G WINDOWS) 

Description Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

Security 

Erect temporary fencing or barrier 
tape at a 20-foot perimeter around 
working surfaces (or less if distance 
to next building or sidewalk is less 
than 20 feet).  If an entryway is 
within 10 feet of working surfaces, 
require use of alternative entryway.  
If practical install vertical 
containment to prevent exposure.  
Use a locked dumpster, covered 
truck, or locked room to store lead 
paint contaminants before disposal. 

Same as Level 1. Same as Level 1. 

Signs 

Post warning signs on the building 
and at a 20-foot perimeter around 
building (or less if distance to next 
building or sidewalk is less than 20 
feet). 

Same as Level 1. Same as Level 1. 

Weather 

Do not conduct work if wind speeds 
are greater than 20 miles per hour 
or if paint chips and/or associated 
debris are blown off containment.  
Work must stop and cleanup must 
occur before rain begins. 

 

Same as Level 1. Same as Level 1. 
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*EXTERIOR WORKSITE PREPARATION LEVELS (NOT INCLUDIN G WINDOWS) 

Description Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 

Cleanup 

(See Chapter 14 of 
HUD Guidelines) 

Do not leave lead paint 
contaminants or plastic out 
overnight if work is not completed.  
Keep all lead paint contaminants in 
secured area until final disposal. 

Same as Level 1. Same as Level 1. 

Porches 

If dwelling is occupied, one lead-
safe entryway must be made 
available to residents at all times.  
Do not treat front and rear porches 
at the same time if there is not a 
third doorway. 

Same as Level 1. Same as Level 1. 

Clearance 
Inspection 

Visual Clearance Inspection  

Clearance inspection required if it 
is presumed lead-based paint or 
testing determines lead levels are 
greater than 5000 ppm or 1.0 
mg/cm2. 

Clearance inspection required if 
it is presumed lead-based paint 
or testing determines lead levels 
are greater than 5000 ppm or 1.0 
mg/cm2. 
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 *  Worksite preparation levels for floor sanding and abrasive blasting on surfaces that contain lead 
paint or presumed lead-based paint are not included in this table.  Work shall follow the HUD 
Guidelines chapter 8, section VII. 

WINDOW TREATMENT OR REPLACEMENT WORKSITE PREPARATIO N 
Appropriate 

Applications 
Any Window Treatment or Replacement 

Time Limit 

Per Dwelling 
None. 

Containment 
and Barrier 
System 

One layer of plastic on ground or floor extending 5 feet beyond the perimeter of 
window being treated/ replaced.  Two layers of plastic taped to interior wall if 
working on window from outside; if working from the inside, tape two layers of 
plastic to exterior wall.  If working from inside, implement a minimum interior 
Worksite Preparation Level 2.  Children cannot be present in an interior room where 
plastic sheeting is located due to suffocation hazard.  Do not anchor ladder feet on top 
of plastic (place a hard surface such as plywood under ladder).  For all other exterior 
plastic surfaces, protect plastic with boards to prevent puncture from falling debris, 
nails, etc. (if necessary).  Secure plastic to side of building with tape or other 
anchoring system (no gaps between plastic and building).  Weigh all plastic sheets 
down with two-by-fours or similar objects.  All windows in dwelling should be kept 
closed.  All windows in adjacent dwellings that are closer than 20 feet to the work 
area should be kept closed. 

Signs 

 

Post warning signs on the building and at a 20-foot perimeter around building (or less 
if distance to next building or sidewalk is less than 20 feet).  If window is to be 
removed from inside, no exterior sign is necessary. 

Security 
Erect temporary fencing or barrier tape at a 20-foot perimeter around building (or less 
if distance to next building or sidewalk is less than 20 feet).  Use a locked dumpster, 
covered truck, or locked room to store lead paint contaminants before disposal. 

Weather 
Do not conduct work if wind speeds are greater than 20 miles per hour or if paint 
chips and/or associated debris are blown off containment. Work must stop and 
cleanup must occur before rain begins. 

Playground 
Equipment, 
Toys, Sandbox 

Remove from work area and adjacent areas.  Remove all items to a 20-foot distance 
from dwelling.  Large, unmovable items can be sealed with taped plastic sheeting. 

Cleaning 

 

If working from inside, HEPA vacuum, wet wash, and HEPA vacuum all interior 
surfaces within 10 feet of work area in all directions.  If working from the exterior, no 
cleaning of the interior is needed, unless the containment is breached.  Similarly, no 
cleaning is needed on the exterior if all work is done on the interior and the 
containment is not breached.  If containment is breached, then cleaning on both sides 
of the window should be performed.  No lead paint contaminants or plastic should be 
left out overnight if work is not completed.  All lead paint contaminants must be kept 
in a secure area until final disposal. 
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WINDOW TREATMENT OR REPLACEMENT WORKSITE PREPARATIO N 
Appropriate 

Applications 
Any Window Treatment or Replacement 

Clearance 
Inspection 

Clearance inspection required if work is performed from interior of dwelling unit and 
if it is presumed lead-based paint or testing determines lead levels are greater than 
5000 ppm or 1.0 mg/cm2. 
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(1) Certified or interim certified individuals shall complete a minimum of seven contact hours of 
continuing education instruction every two years to be eligible to apply for certification or 
interim certification renewal. 

(2) Certified individuals applying for renewal more than three years after the expiration date of 
the certificate or interim certificate shall retake the required CDPH-approved lead-related 
construction course and comply with section 35095(a)(3)(A), 35095(b) to be eligible to apply 
for certification renewal. 

 
Note:  Authority cited: Sections 105250, 124160 and 131200, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 105250, 124160 and 131051, Health 

and Safety Code. 
 
 
Article 14.  Suspension or Revocation of Certification or Interim Certification. 
 
§35097. Action to Suspend or Revoke Certification or Interim Certification. 
(a) Certification or interim certification may be suspended or revoked by the Department for: 

(1) Any false statement in the application; 
(2) Violations of relevant local, state, or federal statutes or regulations; 
(3) Misrepresentation, failure to disclose relevant facts, fraud, or issuance by mistake;  
(4) Failure to comply with California Code of Regulations, Title 17, sections 36000 or 36100; or  
(5) Failure to comply with any relevant regulation or order of the Department. 

(b) Suspension or revocation and an appeal of any suspension or revocation shall be conducted in 
compliance with Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 11500) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of 
the Government Code. 

(c) Prior to suspension or revocation, a certified or interim certified individual shall be given an 
opportunity, except in the case of willful violation or threat to public health and safety, to remedy 
deficiencies that may result in suspension or revocation. 
(1) The certified or interim certified individual shall be given a statement which includes the 

Department’s findings, an explanation of what the certified or interim certified individual must 
do to comply with the regulations, and the time period in which the certified or interim 
certified individual shall act. 

(2) The certified or interim certified individual must remedy the deficiencies within a reasonable 
time specified by the Department which shall be no more than 30 calendar days after the 
issuance date of the statement of deficiencies. 

(d) Any individual whose certification or interim certification has been suspended or revoked shall not 
be eligible to perform activities which require CDPH lead certification.  

 
Note:  Authority cited: Sections 105250, 124160 and 131200, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 105250, 124160 and 131051, Health 

and Safety Code. 
 
 
Article 15.  Enforcement. 
 
§35099. Funding for Enforcement. 
The amount of $100,000.00 shall be allocated to the Division of Occupational Safety and Health annually 
to be expended for the division’s costs of enforcing compliance with training and certification 
requirements. 
Note:  Authority cited: Sections 105250, 124160 and 131200, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 105250, 124160 and 131051, Health 

and Safety Code. 
 
 
Article 16.  Work Practice Standards. 
 
§36000. Requirements for Lead Hazard Evaluation for Public and Residential Buildings. 
(a) Lead hazard evaluation for public and residential buildings shall: 
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(1) Be conducted only by a certified lead inspector/assessor or as specified in Subsections 
(c)(3)(A) or (d). The certified lead inspector/assessor, certified lead project monitor, and 
certified lead sampling technician conducting lead hazard evaluation shall not conduct 
abatement on the same structure. 

(2) Be conducted in a manner in which paint, dust, and soil is tested in accordance with the 
procedures described in Chapter 5: Risk Assessment, section II (A)(B)(C)(D), “Guidelines for 
the Evaluation and Control of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in Housing,” U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, June 1995 and Chapter 7: Lead-Based Paint Inspection, 
“Guidelines for the Evaluation and Control of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in Housing,” U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, 1997 Revision, and which provides 
quantitative results. 

(3) Be conducted in a manner in which paint, dust, and soil samples taken for laboratory analysis 
are analyzed by a laboratory that is recognized by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
pursuant to United States Code, Title 15, Section 2685(b). 

(4) Be documented in a lead hazard evaluation report which shall include a completed California 
Department of Public Health (CDPH) Form 8552 (6/07) and the following attachments: 
(A) A foundation diagram, site map, or sketch of the structure, indicating the specific 

locations of each lead hazard or presence of lead-based paint, and results of the visual 
inspection, if applicable;  

(B) A summary of each testing method, device, and sampling procedure used;  
(C) A description of testing and sampling locations; and 
(D) The results of laboratory analysis on collected samples, if applicable, including the name, 

address, and telephone number of each laboratory. 
(b) The certified lead inspector/assessor conducting the lead hazard evaluation for a public or 

residential building shall retain the original completed copy of CDPH Form 8552 (6/07) and 
attachments for a minimum of three years and distribute copies as follows; 
(1) A copy of the completed CDPH Form 8552 (6/07) and attachments to the person who ordered 

the lead hazard evaluation; 
(2) A copy of the completed CDPH Form 8552 (6/07) to the Department within thirty days of 

completion; and 
(3) A copy of the attachments to the Department upon request. 

(c) In addition to the requirements specified in subsections (a) and (b): 
(1) A lead inspection shall be conducted in accordance with procedures described in Chapter 7: 

Lead-Based Paint Inspection, “Guidelines for the Evaluation and Control of Lead-Based Paint 
Hazards in Housing,” U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, 1997 Revision. 

(2) A risk assessment shall be conducted in accordance with procedures described in Chapter 5: 
Risk Assessment, section II (A), (B), (C), and (D), “Guidelines for the Evaluation and Control 
of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in Housing,” U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, June 1995 and shall include a written description of abatement options for each 
identified lead hazard, a suggested prioritization for addressing each lead hazard, and 
recommendations for a maintenance and monitoring schedule. 

(3) A clearance inspection shall be conducted: 
(A) By a certified lead inspector/assessor or a certified lead project monitor. 
(B) In accordance with procedures such as described in Chapter 15: Clearance, sections II-VI, 

“Guidelines for the Evaluation and Control of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in Housing,” 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, June 1995. 

(d) A sampling technician shall only conduct visual inspections and sample or test soil, dust, and paint 
provided an inspector/assessor identifies the specific locations where soil, dust, and paint is 
sampled or tested, interprets the results, and complies with the record keeping and reporting 
requirements in section 36000(b). A sampling technician is prohibited from conducting visual 
inspections, or sampling or testing paint, dust, and soil, if those activities are:  
(1) conducted as an “appropriate case management” activity, as defined in Health and Safety Code 

section 105280(a); or 
(2) conducted in a structure that is inhabited by an individual with a blood lead level equal to or 

greater than 10 micrograms per deciliter. 
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(e) Individuals operating an X-ray Fluorescence (XRF) analyzer to conduct lead hazard evaluation 
shall comply with regulatory requirements specified in Title 17, California Code of Regulations, 
division 1, chapter 5, subchapter 4, such as obtaining a license and completing an additional eight 
hours of training. 

 
Note:  Authority cited: Sections 105250(a) and (b),124160(b), 124165 and 131200, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 100170, 

105250(a) and (b), 124160(b), 124165 and 131051, Health and Safety Code; Sections 17200, 17203 and 17205, Business and Professions 
Code; and Sections 11180 and 11181, Government Code. 

 
§36050. Lead-Safe Work Practices. 
(a) Any individual conducting lead activities, excluding lead hazard evaluation, shall: 

(1) Use containment; 
(2) Ensure that the work area has no visible dust or debris following the completion of a project;  
(3) Demonstrate compliance with (a)(1) and (a)(2) to the Department or local enforcement agency, 

as defined in section 105251 of the Health and Safety Code, upon request. 
 

Note:  Authority cited: Sections 105250, 105255, 105256, 124160, 124165 and 131200, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 105250, 
105251, 105255, 105256, 124160, 124165 and 131051, Health and Safety Code. 
 

§36100. Requirements for Abatement for Public and Residential Buildings. 
(a) Abatement for public and residential buildings which is designed to reduce lead paint or lead 

hazards for a minimum of twenty years shall be conducted: 
(1) Only by a certified lead supervisor or a certified lead worker. A certified lead supervisor shall 

be onsite during all work site preparation and during the post-abatement cleanup of work 
areas. At all other times when abatement is conducted, the certified lead supervisor shall be 
onsite or available by telephone, pager or answering service, and able to be present at the work 
area in no more than two hours. 

(2) According to the procedures specified in Chapter 12: Abatement, “Guidelines for the 
Evaluation and Control of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in Housing,” U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, June 1995. 

(3) Using containment and in a manner which does not result in contamination of non-work areas 
with lead-contaminated dust, lead-contaminated soil, or lead-based paint debris. 

(4) In accordance with an abatement plan prepared by a certified lead supervisor, certified lead 
project monitor, or certified lead project designer which shall: 
(A) Include the following information: 

1. A detailed written description of the measures and management procedures, 
including containment, that will be utilized during abatement to prevent exposure to 
lead hazards; 

2. A detailed written description of abatement, including methods of abatement and 
locations of rooms and components where abatement is planned; 

3. A recommended schedule for re-inspection, based upon the type of abatement; and 
4. Instructions on how to maintain potential lead hazards in safe condition. 

(B) Be retained and made available to the Department upon request for a period of at least 
three years by the preparer. 

(5) After notification is posted and delivered pursuant to subsection (c), the certified lead 
supervisor conducting abatement shall retain records of notification for at least three years. 

(6) In a manner in which after abatement is completed, a clearance inspection is conducted in 
accordance with Section 36000(a) and Section 36000(c)(3) of this Chapter. 

(b) Abatement for public and residential buildings which is designed to reduce lead paint or lead 
hazards for less than twenty years shall be conducted: 
(1) According to procedures specified in Chapter 11: Interim Controls, “Guidelines for the 

Evaluation and Control of Lead-Based Paint Hazards in Housing,” U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, June 1995. 

(2) Using containment and in a manner which does not result in contamination of non-work areas 
with lead-contaminated dust, lead-contaminated soil, or lead-based paint debris. 




