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OBJECTIVES

ÅUnderstand Gang habits.

ÅLearn to identify warning signs.

ÅWhat can ñParentsò do to intervene in 

potential gang involvement.



National Gang Statistics and Trends

ÅGangs Have Been Documented in 
Every State

ïNational Drug Intelligence Center Report
ÅOver 21,500 Individual Gang Sets Identified 

Over 731,000 Gang Members

ÅFolk and People Nations in 35 States

ÅCrips and Bloods in 42 States

ÅWhite Gangs in 44 States

ÅLatino/Hispanic Gangs in 41 States

ÅAsian Gangs in 41 States



National Gang Statistics and Trends
(Continued)

ÅGang Migration

ÅInfluence of Prison Gangs on Street Gangs

ÅInvolvement in Narcotic Trafficking by 

Traditional Gang

ïTies to Major International Drug Trafficking 

Organizations

ÅIncrease in Gang Homicides in Smaller 

Communities

ÅInvolvement at Younger Ages (11)

ÅNative American Involvement is Increasing



National Gang Statistics and Trends 
(Continued)

ÅUse of More Sophisticated Weapons 

ÅFormation of Copy-cat Type Gangs

ïRural Gangs

ïSuburban Gangs

ÅGreater Organization 

ÅIncrease in Hate Gangs

ÅTagger Crews Becoming More Violent



Local Trends

ÅWhat is Audience Seeing Locally?

ÅRivalries Heating Up

ÅGangs Create Racial Conflicts

ÅWhite Hate Gangs



Hispanic Gangs
ÅTradition/Generation.

ÅRapid increase in the U.S.

ÅGenerally low home structure.

ÅMost emulated group.



Why Youth Join Gangs

ÅBorn into it

ÅNeighborhood Norm, Peer Pressure

ÅPower, Protection, Prestige and 

Party

ÅCultural Identity, Friendship

ÅSense of Belonging, Attention, Love

ÅRespect, Money, Drugs, Excitement



GANG Structure



Alphabet Pertinent to Gangs

ÅA B C D E F G H I J K L M N 

O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 
ÅIn General, the number placement letter 

use of the alphabet is synchronized to the 

gang.  

ÅTaggers use letters and numbers of a 

touch tone phone.



Gang Alphabet Styles



Gang Involvement Indicators

ÅVerbal Indicators

ïSelf-Admits Membership

ïCity, Neighborhood, Street

ïChallenges

ÅWhere You From?

ïUse of Gang Slang

ÅSlob

ÅCuzz



Gang Involvement Indicators (Continued)

ÅNon-Verbal Indicators

ïTattoos, Brands, Burning, Scarring

ïGraffiti

ïHandsigns

ïColors

ïAttire

ïPhotos



Tattoos, Brands, Burning, Scarring

ÅName of the Gang (City, Neighborhood, 

Street, Area Code)

ÅNickname

ÅSlogans/Symbols



Tattoos, Brands, Burning, Scarring 
(Continued)

ÅLatino/Hispanic

ÅSmile Now Cry Later (Theatrical Masks)

ÅMi Vida Loca (Three Dots)

ÅSurenos or Nortenos (13 or 14)

ÅArea Codes (619, 213, 310)

ÅReligious Symbols (Cross, Virgin Mary)

ÅGang Name on Stomach, Back or Neck

ÅTear Drop



Tattoos, Brands, Burning, Scarring 
(Continued)

ÅCrips, Bloods, Pirus, Folks, People

ÅCK

ÅBK/PK

ÅPitchforks

ïPointed Up-Folk

ïPointed Down-People

ÅStars/Crowns

ïSix Pointed-Folk

ïFive Pointed-People



Tattoos, Brands, Burning, Scarring 
(Continued)

ÅHate Gang

ÅSupreme White People/Power (SWP, 
WP)

ÅPeckerwood (Woody Woodpecker)

ÅNazi Symbols (Swastika, SS, etc.)

ÅNordic Symbols

ÅRacist Symbols (KKK, etc.)

ÅCeltic Cross

Å88/14



Tattoos, Brands, Burning, Scarring 
(Continued)

ÅSoutheast Asian Gang

ÅTTTT(T)
ïTinh-Love

ïTien-Money

ïTu-Prison

ïToi-Crime

ïRevenge

ÅCigarette Burns
ïFive Dots

ÅScarring



Handsigns

ÅRapid Movement of Hands and Fingers

ÅLetters, Numbers or Symbols Associated 

With the Gang

ÅIssued as a Greeting or Challenge



Gang Attire and Paraphernalia

ÅUse of Colors

ÅSports Team Logos

ÅGraffiti/Symbols on Clothing

ÅUse of Clothing

ïSlits on Pant Legs

ïRolled up Pant Legs

ÅRight Side-Folk

ÅLeft Side-People

ÅBagging, Sagging and Dragging



Gang Graffiti

ÅDenotes Territory

ÅIssued as a Challenge/Threat to Other 

Gangs

ÅMay Include a Roster of Some Members



Warning Signs

×Back-pack or Notebooks have identifiers

ÅGraffiti

ÅInappropriate Language

ÅInappropriate Drawings

ÅPictures of ñfriendsò you do not know

Develops a Violent or Aggressive Attitude

Language Changes

New Friends

Starts Using a Nickname

Loss of Self-Identity

Change in Dress

Secrecy

Unexplained Money, Jewelry, Other Items



Warning Signs

×Unexplained Cuts and Bruises

×Observed Practicing Behaviors
ÅHand-signs

ÅTattoos

ÅGraffiti

ÅHard stares

×Spray cans, Markers, Etching tools

×Graffiti or Symbols Found Around House
ÅPractice Boards

ÅSlam Books/Piecer Books

×Unusual Paraphernalia
ÅDrug Use

ÅWeapons



Warning Signs
×Gang Paraphernalia

×Music
ÅGangster Rap

ÅHate Music

ÅDrugs and Suicide

×Computer Use
ÅGang web sites

ÅHate web sites

ÅDrug web sites

ÅViolent web sites

×Loss of Interest in Normal Areas

×School Attendance Problems

×Drop in Grades



Parents and other family members 

impact on students at-risk

ÅSingle-parent households.

ÅParent(s) in prison.

ÅParent(s) involved in gang activity.

ÅParent(s) abusing drugs/alcohol.

ÅParent(s) in abusive relationship.

ÅParent(s) that are unemployed.

ÅGrandparent(s)/guardian(s) raising youth.



At-Risk Youth Learned 

Behaviors
ÅSingle-Parent Households

ïInconsistent or harsh discipline.

ïLack of bonding and caring.

ïMarital conflict.

ïLack of parental care.

ïLimited funds; poverty.

ïVarious parental relationships.

ïFamily history of substance abuse, domestic 

violence, or child abuse.

ïSocial instability.

ïBroken promises.



At-Risk Youthé(continued)

ÅParent(s) involved in gang activity

ïCondoning teen use of alcohol and drugs.

ïCondoning teenôs criminal activity.

ïApproval of gang lifestyle.

ÅRaise children as gang members.

ïDrug selling and abuse.

ïEasy availability of weapons.

ïEasy availability of drugs and alcohol.

ïPromotes gang attire and appearance.

ïTattoos.



Prevention Strategies 

What Parents Can Do At Home To Help 

Prevent Their Children From Becoming 

Involved In Gangs



Keeping Your Child Safe

ÅBe a Role Model not a Friend

ÅPositive Attention

ÅOpen Lines of Communication

ÅDemonstrate Love

ÅDiscipline

ÅIncrease Your Knowledge

ÅKnow Their Friends

ÅDevelop Positive View



Keeping Your Child Safe

ÅDevelop and Anti-Gang Self-Concept

ÅEstablish a Drug-Free and Gang-Free Home

ÅGet Involved in the Community

ÅProvide Supervision

ÅProvide Enrichment

ÅTeach Them Positive Attitudes and Values

ÅEnsure School Success


