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Concerned? 


Gang activities constiMe not oriy a se­
rious problem In the community but a 
great danger to your child. If your child 
is In a gang. ~ child Is at risk of be- . 
coming iI criminal or likely a victim 01 
gang violence. If you see signs mat 
your child Is becoming Invotved with 
gangs, you need to act Immedlately­
5ettlng bou~rtes ttl deal with the 
problem or cali your school counselors 
or the listed organizations to get help. 

Working tooethCl" 

E~ (except gang members) 
wants a gang·free community. Parents 
stand to lose the ~ - the well being 
or even the Iftc d achild· If gangs 
take or keep Mid. Bot gangs ilfe ofl"en 
violent arld Intimidating. '#hat can you 
do In the face of this? 

First, develop positive alternatives. Are 
there after·school and weekend actIVI­
ties kids can enJOY? Can the school of­
fer Its facilities? Can parents organize 
dubs or sports? Can older kids tutor or 
mentor younger ones? Can the kids 
themselves help with ideas? 

Second, talk with other parents. f'Qf 
one thing, you11 find out what every­
0I'lC else's parent real ly said. For an­
other, you can support each other and 

shlIi1! k.noWIecIge that will help spot p~em5 
SOOfIeI" than you can 00 your own. 

Third, wort with polke and other agencies. 
Report suspidous activity, set up II NelghbcY· 
hood Watch or a community patrol; let the 
police know about gang grafflti, get (and 
share with other parents) the facts on the 
gang prtIbIem In vour O')I'Tlmunity, find QUt 

what Iocat services - nonprofit as well as 9C1"­
emmeot - will wort.. with communities against ....... 

Fourth, get organized against the gang or­
ganization. 1M yout neighborhood associa­
tion or a f1t'W group. Ge( help from II variety 
of sources right in vou community. WM. 
WIth these OI"9"nizations In additloo to the p0­
lice, priest or mIniSter, family counseklr, com­
munity associatioll, school counselor or princi­
pal, athletic coad"l, Boys & Girts aubs, 
YMCA f YWCA, Scouts, drug abuse prevention 
groups, youth-seMog agencies, and commu­
nity centers - )ust to name a few. 

Warning Signs 

The warning signs of gang InvoIvemenl in­
dude the following: 

. lack of interest In school 

Is In fights frequently 

changes in hairstyle and dress 

changes in friends 

"tt~ 

• rle'N nicknames 

· graffiU on dothlng and personal 
items 

changes In personal ity 

staying out late at nig ht 

hanging out with known gang mem­
bers and In known gang areas 

· possessioo of more money than you 
give tor allowance 
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Do you have Irlformation about gang activ­

Ity In your community and ife afraid to call 

the poke? Aease caU (619) 533-6511. 

TWs Is an anonymous lne .net your name 

will be kept tootidentIaI, Vox Intonnation 

will be passed on ttl appopo1aob! authori­

tles. Thank you for your concern and help. 
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