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THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

REPORT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

DATE ISSUED: 

ATTENTION: 

SUBJECT: 

OWNER! 
APPLICANT: 

SUMMARY 

May 7,2009 REPORT NO. PC-09-032 

Planning Commission, Agenda of May 14,2009 

SPRINT MADDOX PARK· PROJECT NO. 147270. PROCESS 4. 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO/ 
SPRINTINEXTEL, INC. 

Issue(s): Should the Plarming Commission approve a new Wireless Communication 
Facility (WCF) in Maddox Park in the Mira Mesa Community Plan area? 

Staff Recommendation: APPROVE Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 643574. 

Community Planning Group Recommendation: On November 17,2008 the Mira 
Mesa Community Planning Group voted 11 -0-1 to approve this project, with the 
condition that the lighting times and controls be acceptable to park users and residents in 
the area (Attachment 10). Condition 27 of the CUP indicates that the automatic timer 
system for the lighting shall be controlled through the Park & Recreation Department. 

Recreation Council Recommendation: On January 13,2009 the Mira Mesa Recreation 
Council accepted this project 14-0 with a strong recommendation to consider utilizing 
solar power. (Attachment II). 

Environmental Review: This project is not pending an appeal of the environmental 
detennination. The environmental exemption determination for this project was made on 
November 13, 2008, and the opportunity to appeal that determination ended December 1, 
2008. 

Fiscal Impact Statement: SprintlNextel is the Financially Responsible Party for this 
project and is paying for costs associated with the processing of this Conditional Use 
Permit. 

Code Enforcement Impact: Not applicable. 



Housing Impact Statement: Not applicable. 

BACKGROUND 

WCF's are pennitted throughout the City as a "separately regulated use." The intent of the 
regulations is to allow carriers to provide service throughout the City in a manner that is visually 
compatible and respectful of the neighborhood context. 

Maddox Park is located in the Mira Mesa Community Plan at 7799 Flanders Drive. The park is 
zoned OP-I-I (Attachments I, 2, and 3). WCF's are pennitted in areas zoned as open space with 
the processing ofa Conditional Use Pennit, Process 4 (Attachment 4). Surrounding uses include 
open spacelresidential to the west, a future school site to the south, and residential uses to the 
east and north. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

This project proposes the installation of three 40-foot taillight standards with six antennas flush 
mounted to each light standard for a total of 18 antennas (Attachment 5). The light standards 
will illuminate the portion of the park used as an off-leash area for dogs and provide cellular 
phone coverage for SprintlNextel customers (Attachment 6). Equipment associated with the 
antennas will be located in a shelter at the perimeter of the park (Attachment 7). The equipment 
shelter will be screened by landscape material to match the existing slope planting. 

The City's General Plan calls for WCF's to be respectful of the neighborhood context. By flush 
mounting the antennas to the proposed light standards, the WCF is integrated into the park and 
the community, since the antennas are designed to closely match the diameter of the light 
standards. The proposed light standards function primarily to illuminate the park, but also 
provide enough height to allow the antennas to operate effectively. The illumination of the park 
will allow for greater hours of park use and provide a safer environment. An article in the San 
Diego Union-Tribune (July 14, 2008, Section B-1) notes that the lack oflighting makes the park 
a "target for vandals." This project will not only provide an opportunity for SprintlNextel to 
meet their wireless coverage objective, but will also make the park safer and may reduce costs to 
the City due to vandalism. 

CONCLUSION 

The project is consistent with the WCF regulations, Land Development Code (LDC) section 
141.0420 and the City's General Plan. The project is also supported by the Mira Mesa 
Community Planning Group (Attachment to). Therefore, Staff recommends approval of CUP 
No. 643574. 
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ALTERNATIVES 

1. Approve Conditional Use Permit No. 643574, with modifications. 

2. Deny Conditional Use Permit No. 643574, ifthc findings required to approve the 
project cannot be affirmed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

,~ 
Mike Westlake 
Program Manager 
Development Services Department 

BROUGHTON/AFH 

Attachments: 

1. Aerial Photograph 
2. Community Plan Land Use Map 
3. Project Location Map 
4. Project Data Sheet 
5. Photo Simulations 

Alex Hempton, AICP 
Associate Planner 
Development Services Department 

6. Site Justification Letter and Coverage Maps 
7. Project Plans 
8. Draft Permit with Conditions 
9. Draft Resolution with Findings 
10. Community Planning Group Recommendation 
11. Recreation Council Recommendation 
12. Ownership Disclosure Statement 
13. Project Chronology 
14. Notice o[Public Hearing (PC) 
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ATIACHMENT4 

PROJECT DATA SHEET 
PROJECT NAME: Sprint - Maddox Park 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: A Wireless Communication Facility (WCF) consisting of 
three 40-foot tall light standards with 18 antennas flush-
mounted, and associated equipment located in an adjacent 
enclosure. 

COMMUNITY PLAN Mira Mesa 
AREA: 

DISCRETIONARY Conditional Use Pennit (CUP) 
ACTIONS: 

COMMUNITY PLAN LAND Parks 
USE DESIGNATION: 

ZONING INFORMATION: 

ZONE: OP-I-I (Open Space - Park) 

HEIGHT LIMIT: None specified. 

LOT SIZE: nla 

FLOOR AREA RATIO: nla 

FRONT SETBACK: None specified. 

SIDE SETBACK: None specified. 

STREETSIDE SETBACK: None specified. 

REAR SETBACK: None specified. 

PARKING: nla 

LAND USE EXISTING LAND USE 
DESIGNATION & 

AD.JA< ZONE 

NORTH: Single-unit Residential, Residential. 
RS-I- 14 

SOUTH: Single-unit Residential, Open space and future school 
RS-I-14 site. 

EAST: Single-unit Res idential, Residential. 
RS-I-14 

WEST: Single-unit Residential, Residential and open space. 
RS-I-14 

DEVIATIONS OR None. 
VARIANCES REQUESTED: 

COMMUNITY PLANNING Approved (I J -0-1) at the Mira Mesa Community Planning 
GROUP Group (11 / 17/08) and Accepted (14-0) at the Mira Mesa 
RECOMMENDATION: Recreation Council (1113109). 
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ATTACHMENT 5 

Sprint ~ 
Together with Nextet 

" , 
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ATTACHMENT 5 

Sprint '> 
TOS~lhe, with Nexte!. 

Sprint ). 
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Sprint '> 
Togetherwith NEXTEL 

Sprint Nextel 
5761 Copley DrIve, Sllite~ 100 
San Diego, CA 92111 

ATTACHMENT 6 

SD60XC014 Maddox park 
TELECOM SITE JUSTIFICATION LETTER 

1. Description of the location, type, capacity, field strength or power 
density, and calculated geographic service area of the proposed 
antenna or antenna array. 

LOCATION AND TYPE 

Sprint Nextel proposes to construct, operate and maintain an unmanned, 
communications fudlity at Maddox Park at the intersection of Dabney Drive and 
Flanders Drive. This facility has been redesigned to accommodate the Park's 
Department concems. Per the request of Parks, Sprint Nextel is now proposing 3 
forty (40) foot light standards along the fence line of dog park. Each light 
standard will have six (6) panel antennas flush mounted. The associated 
equipment shelter is proposed to be located in the existing vegetated park 
margin. Additional landscaping is proposed to screen the shelter. The radio 
equipment will be housed In a 11.5' x 20' shelter. This proposed faality would be 
unmanned, operating 24 hours a day. The only visits to the site will consist of 
any emergency calls as well as regular maintenance visits once every four to six 
weeks. 

FREQUENCY AND POWER SPECIFICATIONS 

The transmitting frequency for the Sprint Nextel system is 851-869, 935-940, 
1990-1995 Megahertz. The receiving frequency is 806-824, 896-901and 1910-
1915 Megahertz. The effective radiated power (ERP) is a maximum of 100 
watts. 

COVERAGE AND CAPACITY 

The objective of this proposed site is to provide coverage and capaaty within the 
residential area surrounding the intersection of Dabney Drive and Flanders Drive. 
Please refer to the existing coverage map that illustrates the existing coverage 
gap. 1he site will provide coverage in a current gap and provide additional 
capacity, allowing more users to use the system simultaneously and will provide 
noff-load" capacity for adjacent sites currently operating within a 1-mile radius 
from this proposed site (see attached map). These existing sites are presently 
overburdened with users. ' 

2. Location of ali existing, proposed and antiCipated wireless 
communications facilities in the ApplicantlPermitee's network 
located within a 1 mile radius from proposed site. 

Please see refer to justification map and lD coverage maps. 

Page 1 of 5 



SD60XCO 14 Maddox Park 
Telecom Site Justification 

ATTACHMENT 6 

3. A description of how the proposed facility fits into, and is a 
necessary part of, the ApplicanVPermitee's network. 

The objective of this proposed site ;s to provide coverage and capadty within the 
residential area surrounding the intersection of Dabney Drive and Aanders Drive. 
Please refer to the existing rove rage map that illustrates the existing coverage 
gap. The site will provide coverage in a current gap and provide additional 
capadty, allowing more users to use the system simultaneously and will provide 
"off~toad" capacity for adjacent sites currently operating within a I-mile radius 
from this proposed site (see attached map). These existing sites are presently 
overburdened with users. 

4. If the proposal does not include co-Iocation, written documentation 
of all efforts made to co-locate at another site, and a justification for 
the decision not to co-locate. 

There is not an existing telecommunications fadlity at this property, nor a 
collocation opportunity within a 1 mile radius. 

5. Discuss Alternative Snes and why they were not selected. 

This site replaces a proposed site at the Mira Mesa Church, A1temative #1 on the 
Justification Map, which is not in a preferred zone, it is residential and it would 
have required a PDP to process. 

Alternate #2 is in a preferred zone, the Vin Hung Market is located In a 
commerdal zone. However this location would not provide the gap coverage 
provided by the selected candidate at Maddox Park. 
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Together with NEXTEL 
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NIl) III ~ .'111 11£ ST.IHWIlS II 1lI[ IAI) ~ IIAIf.IAl ('U,Ofll (A». 

4. IMICATJON: ..... AIIlIll/ATIC EUC1IIIi:AI..!.T !X111It(lU.BIIJRCAIOI SYSTDI $HAI,L lIE PROWlED 
AS REIJJHD RlR PIIQP[It IRlllCA1IOH. [£'I(ltIIM[NT. NC IIJINTEIINIa: or Ill: IElIETA'D III A 
I€./Il.TIfT. DISV.lE-fClS'TMIT CUIImM. ll£ DClGllII' 1H[ $'!SO $tW..I. FW;JiCI£ Ira01Io'IlE 
IU'roI!f ftR 'H: 'O£I""~ E!l:1!ll." _IDI ml[II at 111: RAT SI'SIDI. 

5. "YAIfIDWIC(:; ...... IIECUR£O WlCISCAP£ AII£,\S 5HAU. IE 1IAIfI.'.KD BY SPRINT f€lC1EL 
ltlE LAIIISCAI'E N!EAS SIt ...... IE IIAINTAl'£D m:r: fE tOIlS NIl umJI t.HD .cu. PLVIT ru.~ 
SH.\U III: IIAIfIHIG .... "tu.THY -.; c:aa-. I;lIStASEI) (II oto\D 1UI!T ..... 1IliIH. 
$tW..I.1£ 5A.lISFACroIIlT ll!lAlED (II RtI'l.III:ID 1'Ot..: C(I(lI-..s tS H 1'DMt" 

II. ...... ~ NI£AS 'Ill RECiE'\I[" r LAO tf" BAlI< IIJI.Ql AS N'I'fIO',[D 8T tm' tf" SNI DlEOO 
PARIC!; /rHO R£ai£ATION la'A/!lt.OIT. 
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TEREBINlHlFOlJUS 

~-!!!.?~;P'EPP£R YOl.IJH'I[£R SHRUeS ro REMAIN. PROlECT .. F't.ACE (TYP.) 

EX. SCHIMJS 'l£RES:N1HI.FWUS 
SRAZlUAN PEPPER ~TEIR SHRUBS 
TO REl.IAIN, PROTECT IN PLACE (T'r'P.) 
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IIOTNICN.. NAME 
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ca.III(tI NANE 
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1.-PRIOI! TO ISSlJANCE: cr' Il\JUIING PE~~ IT. A OUA(.Et) IRRrGATII;lN 
PlAN SHAll BE ~OWlUl THAT SHOWS _~E TH£ ""~ITR 
CONNEC"OON ~U. !IE WADE AND "tHE LOCATION Of AU. SPRII!KI.DI 
I£ADS AU.. fIIIiGAlION U)U\PW£IIT SKAJ..L llEEl OTT SToUIJAAOS AS 
_OIlED BY Il£ PAW. ANO lite DEPT. 

~. -~u. l1.IF!F" SHAU.. 13E INST!4llD AS SOO AS .o./'"PROV!:O BY TH E 
PAAI< .0.1<10 REt. O(P. 

SIZE.MJGHTS x SPREAOXCA (CAUPEII) 
3Il'"TAlU+aWIlEl1TCoULl.1Flf$ 
3Il'"T~TCA.W..1Flf$ 
".,.""......."'" 
3Il'"T~"lIIDEX1TCA. 
1~'AUX10'Wi£D1J1.1Pl£S 
1~'AI..LXI0"IlIEX5""CA 
\5'"rMJ"Xl!r~CA 
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SITE TOPOGRAPHY 

LEGAl. DESCRIPTION 

~AItEIIT ~ARCa 
LOTZ21 (IF __ M6fINTlCJ.l Tl£mYOIlNloe;o. COUNTY CfftAHlIEOO, 

$11\11 OF ~/oIXCIIt)H) TO loW' neRf" NO. IKlI1fl.EC tiM DFACE 01 11£ 
COIJI/T'r RI'!:CJlDE!I I;# WlDIEOOCOUNTY. iTATlOl CAI.EQIIIoI,I,. ON JIHIMr Il ,.,.. 
",,",""'1111'" 

~ATT>E ~ SOIJTlIEFIL ~ COI\IER t»'M P'REVD..9.V REl'ERENCHI 
PMEN'lI'AACEI.: nea tIJRTII ... w ITfAST, tt.nl'U'llO~ TlU!.I'O»!f (l< 

IIfGfMIO;naa lit! ~FOl.fI!XUISEB: 
1:~Ji"worlWfT.l1JIlfEEl". 
:!:HQI!IW S!'''' ~I' WT."'" FEEt, 
J:!IOJTlt JI' I~ W EAST, I~ FEEl, 
.. !IOJTlt !52" oI/i'!1" WEST, _ FIn 
roMlJUPOIIIOI_NtJ~~lIWIII'I£fftT.IDIE(II; 
~ 

TOOEl>£II MTlt THE RIGIm 01 tIGRES\i loll) £GRESS IIE'T\\'&N TI£ , E.lS[ PARCIO, 4I«l 
TIE P\JiII.IC IIIGIT Of 'flAY. Nl.I..tiIfi TI£ IIG!!1' 10 NST/rU NIl _ ,... /rI..I. 
tECES$/III'I' UfI.IIB R!<:lMW RlI! THE DPER/Io TDI 01' TIl! lEA!IE I'IUICa 
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I. /rI..I.1K.JI..N:lAAY il<FatMATDI SIIOWH ~ ~ BEEN COIoR.EO FROM RfCOF\D 
~ .. 
1 tM.T£OFRELDlUM'f 0Cf0BERlQ, 'IOOf • 

•• ~ Tm.E REPORT 110. OT.n51 C1i1!02~ ~ ev ' fIST AMERICNi 
llIlE fW; ~ I'\IICME),NfI EASEME!m OR IJII9 TIII.E RELJ,ffl) ISSl.E:S NOT 
IJICUIlEll JI SAIl REPORT WIO IIR£ PART Of THE mu: I'IICICfS$ IIoO.Y III .... Y ICI 
tIlVE_~lUJTH'I'F. SOtI.D. u....:c:EI'J'; If)R£SPQtHIUfYOR 
l.Iol8UIY roo SOI..NWfY OR Tm.E !IBIS AIUIESS£tlIEREQ(. TIIS IS NOT A 
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