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OLD ROSE CANYON SEWER RELOCATION 
PROJECT NO. 182124. PROCESS 4 

City of San Diego, Engineering and Capital Projects Department 

Issues: Should the Planning Commission approve a Site Development Permit to abandon 
approximately 3,000 linear feet of sewer line and seven manholes; construct two new 
manholes and a permanent access road to one of the manholes; and a new 24-inch sewer 
line within Lower Rose Canyon to Santa Fe Street? The project is located within the 
Clairemont Mesa Community Plan area. 

Staff Recommendation: APPROVE Site Development Permit No. 678733. 

Community Planning Group Recommendation: The Clairemont Mesa Community 
Planning Group did not take an action on the project. 

Environmental Review: The project activity is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 
15282(k). This project is not pending an appeal of the environmental determination 
(Attachment 6). The environmental exemption determination for this project was made 
on July 24,2009, and the opportunity to appeal that determination ended August 7, 2009. 

Fiscal Impact Statement: The project is being funded by the Metropolitan Wastewater 
Department's (MWWD) Annual Allocation MWWD Trunk Sewer Fund 41506. 

Code Enforcement Impact: None. 

Housing Impact Statement: None . 



BACKGROUND 

The proposed project is located in Lower Rose Canyon, northeast of Mission Bay and more 
specifically south of the Santa Fe Street bridge crossing and north of Damon Street (Attachments 
1 and 3). The site contains environmentally sensitive lands (ESL) in the form of sensitive 
biological resources and wetlands. No portions of the project are within the Multi-Habitat 
Planning Area (MHP A). The project site is approximately 2.5 miles east of the Pacific Ocean 
and 3.5 miles north of the San Diego River. The site is designated in the Clairemont Mesa 
Community Plan as Industrial Park (Attachment 2). The site is zoned IP-2-l (Industrial Park). 

DISCUSSION 

Project Description: 

The Old Rose Canyon Sewer Relocation project includes dismantling, debris removal, and 
capping of seven existing manholes south of the Santa Fe Street bridge crossing, the construction 
of two new manholes, a new 24-inch sewer line leading from the two new manholes to Santa Fe 
Street, and a new permanent access road to one of the two new manholes (Attachment 7). 
Relocation of the sewer line will result in the abandonment of approximately 3,000 linear feet of 
sewer line and seven manholes within Lower Rose Canyon, and this will eliminate the need for 
maintenance and associated disturbances to environmentally sensitive lands (ESL). 

Discretionary Action: 

Although the project contains ESL and would impact less than 0.01 acre of wetland area, staff 
has determined it can be exempt from CEQA (Attachment 6). However, according to San Diego 
Municipal Code Section l43.0l4l(b), any impacts to wetlands must be avoided. Since impacts to 
wetlands would occur, a Site Development Permit (SDP) for a deviation to ESL is required. 

General and Community Plan Conformance: 

The Public Facilities, Services and Safety Element of the General Plan includes policy language 
which supports maintenance of the City'S water and sewer systems. The project would also 
implement the City Council Policies for the Management of Sewer Facilities Located in Canyons 
and other Environmentally Sensitive Lands (400-13 and 400-14). Additionally, the project is 
consistent with the Community Plan. The Clairemont Mesa Community Plan states that water 
and sewer facilities should be maintained to adequately serve the community. 

Environmentally Sensitive Land Analysis: 

Construction of two new manholes and a 24-inch sewer line within Lower Rose Canyon will 
result in temporary impacts to 525-square feet of southern willow scrub; 49-square feet of mule 
fat scrub; and 1,965-square feet of non-native grasslands. Installation of the two new manholes 
will result in permanent impacts to southern willow shrub and non-native grasses. 
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Temporary impacts will also result from access into Lower Rose Canyon for the abandonment of 
seven existing manholes, including impacts to 95-square feet of coastal and valley freshwater 
marsh; 1,202-square feet of southern willow scrub; 250-square feet of mule fat scrub; and 1,945-
square feet of non-native grasslands. Habitats within the temporary access road areas will be 
restored to their original condition or better, and a trash removal and weed control program will 
be implemented within the impacted areas for a period of 25 months following construction. 
Native hydro-seeding, willow stakes, and or container plantings may be used to control soil 
erosion potential. After construction is completed the abandoned access road will be decomposed 
to facilitate the reestablishment of native vegetation. Mitigation for project impacts to coastal and 
valley freshwater marsh, southern willow scrub, and mule fat scrub will be mitigated at a ratio of 
2:1. 

Conclusion: 

Implementation of the proposed project would abandon approximately 3,000 linear feet of sewer 
line and seven manholes in Lower Rose Canyon replacing them with two new manholes and 24-
inch sewer line which will eliminate the need for future maintenance and associated disturbances 
to environmentally sensitive lands within Lower Rose Canyon. Therefore, staff believes that the 
findings for Site Development Permit No. 678733 (Attachment 4) can be made and recommends 
that the Planning Commission approve the project. 

AL TERNATIVES 

1. Approve Site Development Permit No. 678733, with modifications. 

2. Deny Site Development Permit No. 678733, if the findings required to approve the 
project cannot be affirmed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Mike Westlake 
Program Manager 
Development Services Department 

KGBIPXG 
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Patricia Grabski 
Project Manager 
Development Services Department 


























































	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

