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COMMUNITY PLANNERS COMMITTEE (CPC) 
MEMBERSHIP DATA 

 
__________________  __________________  ____________ 
Planning Committee                   Chair            Date         
     

 I am the committee’s representative to CPC  
 (name and address below) 

 
  ___________________________________ 

 
   ___________________________________ 
 
   email _____________________________ 
 

OR 
 

   I am not the committee’s representative to CPC. 
   The committee’s action on __________designated  
                    

Date 

   
the CPC representative as (name and address below): 

 
  ___________________________________ 

 
   ___________________________________ 
 
   email _____________________________ 
       
The designated alternate is (name and address below): 
 
   ___________________________________ 
  
   ___________________________________ 
 
   email _____________________________ 
 
City staff must receive this information pursuant to CPC bylaws in order for any 
committee to maintain active membership and voting rights in CPC.  You may email this 
completed form to the Planning Department at 
CommunityPlannersCommittee@sandiego.gov.   
 
Note: This form is available on the City’s website at:  
http://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/pdf/cpc/cpcmemberdataform.pdf  

 

 

mailto:CommunityPlannersCommittee@sandiego.gov
http://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/pdf/cpc/cpcmemberdataform.pdf
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APPENDICES BY REFERENCE 
 

APPENDIX 

NUMBER 
APPENDIX TITLE HISTORY 

1 ELECTIONS HANDBOOK MOVED INTO ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES APRIL 2006 

2 COUNCIL POLICY 600-24 REVISED OCTOBER 2005 

3 O-17086 NS INDEMNIFICATION ORDINANCE  

4 ENGAGING IN PUBLIC DIALOG HANDBOOK  
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                 ORDINANCE NUMBER O-2009-96 

                    DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE: APRIL 14, 2009 

 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR DEFENSE AND  

INDEMNIFICATION OF COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUPS. 

 

WHEREAS, the successful implementation of the Progress Guide and General Plan of 

the City of San Diego requires the thoughtful and deliberate development and implementation of 

community plans; and 

WHEREAS, the development of community plans requires the cooperation and 

participation of citizens who have the personal knowledge of the needs and aspirations of their 

respective communities; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has adopted Council Policy 600-5 entitled "Community 

Plans" which provides, in part, that citizens' groups be established for the purpose of providing a 

formal organizational structure for coordination and communication with City planning staff; 

that said citizens' organizations shall contain as broad a base of local representation as is feasible 

and practical; and that groups be aware of their duties and responsibilities in the planning process 

and express a willingness to accept such responsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has adopted Council Policy 600-9 entitled "Community 

Planners Committee" which provides, in part, that, in an advisory capacity, the Community 

Planners Committee [CPC] shall participate in reviewing and recommending to appropriate 

bodies actions deemed necessary and desirable for the timely and continued effectuation of 

goals, objectives and proposals contained in the General Plan and that it shall serve in an 

advisory capacity to the community planning groups with a primary goal of achieving maximum 
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coordination of planning matters on a comprehensive or citywide basis, and promotion of 

solutions of matters of mutual concern shared among the communities of San Diego; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has adopted Council Policy 600-24 entitled "Standard 

Operating Procedures and Responsibilities of Recognized Community Planning Groups," which 

provides a procedure under which citizens who are interested in participating in the planning 

process in an advisory capacity may form organizations and request recognition, in their advisory 

capacity, by the City Council as community planning groups; and 

WHEREAS, community planning groups devote countless hours of their time and 

substantial private resources in assisting the City of San Diego in the development and 

implementation of community plans and the Progress Guide and General Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the voluntary efforts of community planning groups are of inestimable value 

to the citizens of the City of San Diego; and 

WHEREAS, recent developments have caused community planning groups and the CPC 

to become concerned about possible exposure to litigation arising from participation in the 

planning process; and 

WHEREAS, the community planning groups and the CPC have determined that there is a 

need to update and revise Ordinance Number 0-17086, adopted on April 25, 1988, in order to 

provide greater clarity on the scope of the City's indemnification and defense of community 

planning groups; and 

WHEREAS, the concerns about personal exposure to litigation continue to jeopardize the 

vitality of the planning process and, unless eliminated, may cause the collapse of the process that 

provides essential citizen participation; and 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of San Diego finds and declares that the provision of 

defense and immunity of any community planning group, or the elected or appointed members or 
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former members thereof, acting in conformance with Council Policy 600-24, would constitute 

expenditure of public funds which serves the highest public interest and purpose; NOW, 

THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of The City of San Diego, as follows: 

Section 1. Except as hereinafter provided, The City of San Diego shall provide for the 

defense and indemnity of the following: the CPC established by Council Policy 600-9, and any 

community planning group established pursuant to Council Policy 600-24, both entities hereafter 

referred to as "group"; and the duly elected or appointed members, or former members, hereafter 

also referred to as "people" or person, thereof against any claim or action against such group, 

member, or former member, if all of the following circumstances exist: 

A. The person is, or was, a duly-elected or appointed member of a group recognized 

     and operating in accordance with Council Policy 600-9 or Council Policy 600-24; 

B. The person attended a Community Orientation Workshop [COW] conducted by 

                 The City of San Diego, prior to participating in the activity which gave rise to the 

     claim or action against the group, member, or former member; or, if a COW was 

     not yet available, prior to the person's participation at his or her first group 

     meeting, the person read the Community Orientation Workshop Handbook and 

     certified on the record at that meeting that the person completed such review, and 

     then attended the first COW available to that person either electronically or in 

     person; 

C. The alleged act or omission occurred or was authorized during a lawful meeting 

     of the group or subcommittee thereof; 

D. The alleged act or omission was within the reasonable scope of duties of a group 

     as described in Council Policies 600-5, 600-6, 600-9 and 600-24, and was not in 
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violation of any of those Council Policies, or any provision of the bylaws adopted 

by the group and approved and/or adopted by the appropriately-designated City 

officials or City entities; 

E. The member, former member, or group made a request in writing to the City 

     Attorney for defense and indemnification no later than ten (10) working days 

     from being served or notified of such legal papers; 

F. The member, former member, or group performed his, her or its duties in good 

     faith with such care, including reasonable inquiry, as an ordinarily prudent person 

     or persons in a like position would use under similar circumstances; 

G. The member, former member or group reasonably cooperates with the City 

     Attorney in the defense of the claim or action; and 

H. The member, former member or group's actions or failures to act were not due to 

     actual fraud, corruption, actual malice or bad faith. 

Section 2. In the event the City Attorney determines that a member, former member or 

group is not entitled to, or should not receive a defense and indemnification under this ordinance, 

the City Attorney shall promptly advise the City Council and the member, former member or 

group. The City Attorney shall not withdraw from such defense, and the City shall not deny 

such indemnification, under this section without the approval of the City Council. Nothing 

contained herein relieves the City of San Diego from its obligations under Section 1 to provide a 

defense and indemnification under the conditions specified. The City of San Diego may provide 

a defense to a member, former member, or group under a reservation of rights. 

Section 3. The provisions of this ordinance apply only to members or former members of 

groups established and recognized by the City Council pursuant to Council Policy 600-9 and 

Council Policy 600-24. 
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Section 4. Defense and indemnification shall not be provided by The City of San Diego 

in any administrative or judicial proceeding initiated by a group or its members against The City 

of San Diego, its agencies or representatives or any other party or organization nor shall 

representation and indemnification be provided to a group or its members against damages to any 

person or organization which are alleged to have resulted from the initiation of any 

administrative or judicial proceeding by a group, its members. 

Section 5. In no event shall defense or indemnification be provided against a claim or 

judgment for punitive damages. 

Section 6. This ordinance does not constitute an admission or a waiver of the position of 

The City of San Diego that groups and the members thereof are not officers, employees or 

servants of The City of San Diego. 

Section 7. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force on the thirtieth day from and 

after its passage. 

APPROVED: JAN I. GOLDSMITH, City Attorney 

By:  
Andrea Contreras Dixon 

Deputy City Attorney 

 

ACD;pev:mm 

03/26/09 Rev. Copy 

01/28/09 

Or.Dept; City Attorney 

O-2009-96 Version A 

MMS #7405 
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SUBJECT: COMMUNITY PLANNERS COMMITTEE 

POLICY NO.: 600-09 

EFFECTIVE DATE: February 20, 1975 

BACKGROUND: 

The increasing involvement of citizens of San Diego in planning programs is unique for many 

reasons, the more notable of which include the extent to which positive accomplishments are 

already emerging from this process coupled with the broadening citywide realization of the 

future benefits of insuring a better city that are possible from such efforts.  The City Council, in 

early recognition of these advantages, established in 1965 Policy 600-05, clearly indicating 

official encouragement and support of citizen participation. 

 

The adoption in 1967 of the Progress Guide and General Plan for the City of San Diego, the 

subsequent establishment in 1968 of Policy 600-07 setting forth a procedure for periodic review 

of the General Plan, the previously stated progress experienced in formulating, adopting and 

implementing community plans, all combine to illustrate the growing need to insure coordination 

between the General Plan, the many Community Plans and the many interrelated efforts required 

for their effectuation.  Such coordination must be insured on a comprehensive citywide basis. 

Effort to insure this comprehensive coordination should maximize the invaluable knowledge, 

experience and dedication towards community planning and development already demonstrated 

by San Diego citizens.  To this end, a citizens organization should be formed with principal focus 

upon the General Plan and citywide issues related to it in a way that would assist the City 

Council, Planning Commission and Planning Department and the City Manager in guiding future 

growth of the City.  Establishment of this citizens organization would represent a continuation of 

the original concept of citizen involvement utilized in initially formulating the General Plan. 

 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this Policy is to establish a citizens organization responsible in an advisory 

capacity to the City on those matters related to the General Plan and respective Community 

Plans. 

 

POLICY: 

It shall be the policy of the City to provide on a continuing basis a citizens committee 

responsible for advising the City Council, Planning Commission and Planning Department, City 

Manager and other appropriate agencies on those matters related to the General Plan, its 

amendment, implementation, and coordination with Community Plans and related planning and 

development programs. 

 

  1. This citizens organization shall be composed of the chairman, or officially designated 

representative, or alternate of each of the community planning committees as recognized 
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under City Council Policy 600-05, and shall be known as the “Community Planners 

Committee.” 

  2. In its advisory capacity, this citizens organization shall participate in reviewing and 

recommending to appropriate bodies actions deemed necessary and desirable for the 

timely and continued effectuation of goals, objectives and proposals contained in the 

General Plan. 

  3. This citizens organization shall be responsible for participating in an advisory capacity in 

the comprehensive review of the General Plan as prescribed in City Council Policy 

600-07. 

  4. In the discharge of its responsibility in the five-year comprehensive review of the General 

Plan, this citizens organization shall function as a nucleus committee to which 

augmentation may be necessary and desirable to insure maximum utilization of local 

citizen resources.  Selection of such augmentation shall be the responsibility of the Mayor 

and City Council and shall be only of such duration as is necessary to complete the 

preparation of General Plan revisions for recommendation to the Planning Commission 

and City Council for adoption. 

  5. This citizens organization shall undertake such other studies or make such 

recommendations on citywide issues related to the General Plan as may be requested by 

the City Council, Planning Commission and Planning Department, City Manager or other 

official City agency. 

  6. This citizens organization shall serve in an advisory capacity to the community planning 

committees officially recognized under City Council Policy 600-05 primarily to achieve 

the desired objective of insuring maximum coordination on a comprehensive or citywide 

basis and promotion of solutions of matters of mutual concern shared among the 

communities of San Diego. 

  7. To insure the successful discharge of the above functions, the citizens organization shall 

adopt rules of procedure calling for meeting schedules, methods of conduct of business 

and related matters as appropriate.  Incidental staff clerical and related assistance as may 

be required shall be the responsibility of the Planning Department. 

HISTORY: 

Adopted  by Resolution R-199050   02/12/1970 

Amended by Resolution R-212667   02/20/1975 

 



 

 

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 

 



 

 

INSERT MEMORANDUM OF LAW HERE 
 



 

  

THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 


















