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Centre City Summary

General

The PROGRESS GUIDE AND GENERAL PLAN for the City of San Diego
recommends division of the City into planning areas which are designated as
Urbanized, Planned Urbanizing and Future Urbanizing areas. Urbanized areas
include the central portion of San Diego as well as the remaining older sections
of the City. Planned Urbanizing areas consist of newly developing communities.
Future Urbanizing areas include land which is primarily undeveloped.

The Centre City community planning area is an Urbanized area. This document
is the first Public Facilities Financing Plan which sets forth the major public
facilities needs in the areas of park and recreation facilities and fire stations.

The facilities listed in this Financing Plan will be needed over the next
approximately 20 years when the ultimate build-out of Centre City is anticipated.
The Centre City Public Facilities Financing Plan is a guide for future
development within Centre City and serves to determine the public facility needs
reflected in this document.

The City Council has previously adopted a Development Impact Fee to help
mitigate the cost of the public facilities necessitated by development in Centre
City. The Development Impact Fees for residential development were adopted
on August 4, 1987, by Resolution #R-269019, and commercial/industrial
Development Impact Fees were adopted on September 14, 1987, by Resolution
#R-269274. At the time the DIFs were adopted, the City Council resolved not to
collect fees within redevelopment areas as well as on certain types of projects
within Enterprise Zones. In December 1998, the City Council adopted a
resolution that included provisions rescinding existing policies related to the non-
collection of DIFs in redevelopment areas with the exception of Barrio Logan
and Centre City.

This document is the first Centre City Public Facilities Financing Plan and
provides the basis for impact fees for the Centre City community.
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Development Forecast and Analysis

The Downtown Community Plan is a comprehensive policy guide for the
physical development of the Centre City community. In light of the many
significant changes that have altered the downtown landscape since the
Downtown Community Plan was last updated in 1992, Centre City Development
Corporation (CCDC) initiated the Downtown Community Plan Update,
underway since Spring 2002. Adoption of the Downtown Community Plan
Update is anticipated in Spring 2005. The Centre City community is generally
bound by the I-5 freeway on the north and east, and San Diego Bay on the south
and west. Surrounding communities include Uptown, Balboa Park, Golden Hill,
Sherman Heights, and Barrio Logan.

The Centre City community, totals approximately 1,450 acres and currently
contains approximately 13,600 existing residential units and 8,100 units that are
under construction or projected to begin construction prior to January 1, 2005.

An analysis of present and projected development, and using the Downtown
Community Plan Update as a guide, indicates that by the year 2025
approximately 29,500 additional residential dwelling units will be constructed.

Periodic Revision

To ensure that this program maintains its viability, this plan may be periodically
revised to include, but not necessarily limited to, City Council changes
(amendments) to the Community Plan.

Existing Public Facilities and Future Needs

Transportation

Centre City is served by a transportation network which consists of automobile
and public transportation systems, a bicycle system, and a pedestrian circulation
system. Provision of adequate transportation facilities has been a continuing
process of providing facilities to support the needs of future development.
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Park and Recreation

The Centre City community is currently served by approximately 47 acres of
parks and open space through out downtown including Amici Park, Pantoja Park,
Martin Luther King Jr. Promenade, Embarcadero Marina Park North and South,
Children’s Park, and Park at the Park. An additional 45 acres are under
development or in planning including North Embarcadero Esplanade, Park-to-
Bay Link, and County Administration Center Open Space.

The 1992 Downtown Community Plan requires that neighborhood open space be
provided to service a population of 800 to 1,500 persons within a 4 mile walking
distance. Studies prepared as part of the Downtown Community Plan Update
indicate that if all anticipated parks and residential developments come to
fruition, the existing overall park acreage per 1,000 residents will remain roughly
the same with a doubling of the population (approximately 50,000). However,
with anticipated population growth to approximately 78,000 residents, additional
open space lands will have to be aggressively acquired in order to maintain
current standards.

As additional dwelling units and non-residential uses are constructed, the
resulting residents, employees, visitors, and patrons will require parks and plazas
to serve them. In order to help satisfy an anticipated park acreage deficiency,
additional park acreage is recommended for acquisition.

Library

The Centre City area is served by the Central Library located at 820 E Street.
The City plans to upgrade its library system with development of a new Main
Library on the block bounded by 11th Avenue, Park Boulevard, and J Street.
The approximately 500,000-SF building is designed with expansion space
projected to serve the City’s library needs for at least 50 years.

Fire Facilities

Fire protection for the Centre City area is provided by two existing stations:





