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Serra Mesa Summary 
 

General 
 
The PROGRESS GUIDE AND GENERAL PLAN for the City of San Diego 
recommends division of the City into planning areas which are designated as 
Urbanized, Planned Urbanizing and Future Urbanizing areas.  Urbanized areas 
include the central portion of San Diego as well as the remaining older sections 
of the City.  Planned Urbanizing areas consist of newly developing communities.  
Future Urbanizing areas include land which is primarily undeveloped. 
 
The Serra Mesa community planning area is an Urbanized area. This document is 
the first Public Facilities Financing Plan which sets forth the major public 
facilities needs in the areas of transportation (streets, storm drains, traffic signals, 
etc.), libraries, park and recreation facilities, and fire stations. 

 
This plan supersedes the previously approved Community Facilities Summary 
List.  The facilities listed in this Financing Plan will be needed over the next 
approximately twenty years when the ultimate build-out of the community is 
programmed.  The Serra Mesa Public Facilities Financing Plan is a guide for 
future development within the community and serves to determine the public 
facility needs reflected in this document.  The City Council has previously 
adopted a Development Impact Fee to help mitigate the cost of the public 
facilities necessitated by development in the community.  The Development 
Impact Fees for residential development were adopted on August 4, 1987, by 
Resolution #R-269019, and commercial/industrial Development Impact Fees 
were adopted on September 14, 1987, by Resolution #R-269274. 
 
Development Forecast and Analysis 
 
The Serra Mesa Community Plan is a comprehensive policy guide for the 
physical development of the community.  The Serra Mesa Community is 
generally bound on the north by the community of Kearny Mesa, on the east by 
the communities of Kearny Mesa and Tierrasanta, on the south by the community 
of Mission Valley, and on the west by the communities of Linda Vista and 
Clairemont Mesa.  

 
 The Serra Mesa community, totaling approximately 6,596 acres, is developing in 

accordance with the Serra Mesa Community Plan, adopted in May 2000.  
Currently, the Serra Mesa community contains approximately 5,254 single 
family detached units, and 3,107 multiple family dwelling units, with a total 
population of 24,849. 
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An analysis of present and projected development, and using the community plan 
as a guide indicates that, over the next twenty-year period, approximately 77 
additional residential dwelling units will be constructed.  
 
Periodic Revision 
 
To ensure that this program maintains its viability, this plan may be periodically 
revised to include, but not necessarily limited to, City Council changes 
(amendments) to the Community Plan. 

 

Existing Public Facilities and Future Needs 
 
Transportation 
 
Serra Mesa is served by a transportation network which consists of automobile 
and public transportation systems, a bicycle system, and a pedestrian circulation 
system.  Provision of adequate transportation facilities has been a continuing 
process of providing those facilities to support the needs of future development. 

 
Transportation improvements in Serra Mesa are dictated by traffic volume.  
Improvements will be funded through a combination of Development Impact 
Fees (DIF), grants and other funding sources yet to be determined. 
 
Park and Recreation 
 
The Serra Mesa community is currently served by one population-based 
community park, the Serra Mesa Community Park, two neighborhood parks, 
Cabrillo Heights, and Murray Ridge Neighborhood Parks, and two joint use areas 
located at Fletcher Elementary and Jaurez Elementary schools, serve the 
community.    

 
 Based on the City of San Diego Progress Guide and General Plan guidelines for 

population-based park acreage, with a current population of 24,849, park acreage 
is deficient.   

 
As additional dwelling units are constructed, the resulting residents will require 
park or park-like facilities to serve them.  In order to help satisfy the park acreage 
deficiency, the mutually-beneficial development of joint-use facilities with the 
San Diego Unified School District is encouraged.  The Park and Recreation 
Department and the San Diego Unified School District have recently negotiated a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) related to the development and 
maintenance of joint-use facilities which recommends joint-use areas contain two 
(2) useable acres to accommodate turf in a configuration acceptable for multi-
sports use.  Joint use areas less than two (2) acres in size will require a higher 
level of maintenance and/or other measures to ensure durability of the facility. 




