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Uptown Summary 
 

General 
The PROGRESS GUIDE AND GENERAL PLAN for the City of San Diego 
recommends the division of the City into planning areas, which are designated as 
Urbanized, Planned Urbanizing and Future Urbanizing areas.  Urbanized areas 
include the central portion of San Diego as well as the remaining older sections of 
the City.  Planned Urbanizing areas consist of newly developing communities.  
Future Urbanizing areas include land, which is primarily undeveloped. 
 
The Uptown Community Planning area is an Urbanized area.  This document is 
the first Public Facilities Financing Plan, which sets forth the major public 
facilities needed in the areas of transportation (streets, storm drains, traffic 
signals, etc.), libraries, park and recreation, and fire stations.  Other public needs 
such as police facilities, public works yards, landfills, the Central Library, Balboa 
Park preservation and improvement, etc., concern a broader area than Uptown 
community or even multiple communities.  Accordingly, they are being analyzed 
with separate financing strategies.  
 
This plan supersedes the previously approved Community Facilities Summary 
List.  The facilities listed in this Financing Plan will be needed over the next 
approximately twenty years when the ultimate build-out of the community is 
anticipated.  The Uptown Public Facilities Financing Plan is a guide for future 
development within the community and serves to determine the public facility 
needs reflected in this document.  The City Council has adopted a Development 
Impact Fee to help mitigate the cost of the public facilities necessitated by 
development in the community.  Development Impact Fees for residential 
development were adopted on August 4, 1987, by Resolution #R-269019, while 
commercial/industrial Development Impact Fees were adopted on September 14, 
1987, by Resolution #R-269274.  This document provides the basis for a revision 
of the impact fees for the Uptown Community. 
 
Development Forecast and Analysis 
The Uptown Community Plan is a comprehensive policy guide for the physical 
development of the community.  The Uptown Community is located north of the 
Centre City area.  It is bounded on the north by the steep hillsides of Mission 
Valley, on the east by Park Boulevard and Balboa Park, and on the west and south 
by Old San Diego and Interstate 5.  The plan area has been divided into six 
subareas.  These subareas are Mission Hills, Middletown, Hillcrest, the Medical 
Complex, University Heights and the Park West neighborhoods.   
 
The Uptown Community, totaling approximately 2,700 acres, is developing in 
accordance with the Uptown Community Plan, adopted in 1988.  Currently, the 
Uptown Community contains approximately 6,714 single family detached units, 2 
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mobile homes and 14,885 multiple family dwelling units, for a total of 21,601 
dwelling units. 
 
An analysis of present and projected development, and using the Uptown 
Community Plan as a guide, indicates that, over the next twenty-year period, 
approximately 7,134, additional residential dwelling units will be constructed. 
   
Periodic Revision 
To ensure that this program maintains its viability, this plan is to be periodically 
revised to include, but not necessarily limited to City Council changes 
(amendments) to the Community Plan. 
 
 

Existing Public Facilities & Future Needs 
 
Transportation 
Uptown is served by a transportation network, which consists of automobile and 
public transportation systems, a bicycle system, and a pedestrian circulation 
system.  Provision of adequate transportation facilities has been a continuing 
process of providing those facilities to support the needs of existing and future 
development. 
 
Transportation improvements in Uptown are dictated by traffic volume.  
Improvements will be funded through a combination of Development Impact Fees 
(DIF), grants and other funding sources yet to be determined. 
 
Park and Recreation 
Uptown is deficient in neighborhood and community parks.  Mission 
Hills/Pioneer Memorial is the sole neighborhood park in Uptown.  Balboa Park, 
located to the east of Uptown and Presidio Park, located to the west of Uptown, 
partially serve a dual function as neighborhood parks.  They are resource-based 
rather than population-based parks.  The community must rely heavily on school 
playgrounds to meet recreational needs.  Additional park acreage is recommended 
for acquisition.  Existing facilities should be upgraded to provide a wider range of 
recreational services to all age groups. 
 
Fire Protection 
Fire protection for the Uptown Community is provided by four fire stations:    
Station 3, located at 725 West Kalmia Street, Station 5, located in Hillcrest, at 
3902 Ninth Avenue; Fire Station 8, located in Mission Hills, at 3974 Goldfinch 
Street; and Station 1, located in downtown San Diego, at 1222 First Avenue. 
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Replacement and expansion of fire stations are proposed to accommodate 
assigned crews and an increased amount of equipment and furnishings. 
 
Library 
Currently, there is one City of San Diego branch library located within the 
Uptown Community.  The Mission Hills branch, built in 1961, is 3,850 square 
feet.  It is proposed to be replaced with a new library of approximately 25,000 
square feet.  Uptown is also served by the University Heights Library, which is 
located on Park Boulevard just to the east of Uptown in the Greater North Park 
Community Plan area.  This Library has 3,749 square feet and was built in 1966. 
 
 
Police Protection 
The San Diego Police Department’s Western Division, located at 5215 Gaines 
Street, serves the Uptown Community.  In addition to this police substation, there 
is one police storefront in the community, located at 1040 University Avenue. 
 
 

Summary of Public Facilities Needs 
 
The following Figure and Table summarizes the facility needs of the Uptown 
Community.  Figure 1 depicts the general location of the Uptown Community.  
Table 1 reflects both long range needs and those needs reflected in the current 
Council adopted Capital Improvement’s Program (CIP).  These projects are more 
fully described in Appendix A. 
 
The projects listed in Table 1 are subject to annual revision in conjunction with 
Council adoption of the annual Capital Improvement’s Program budget.  
Depending on priorities and availability of resources, substantial changes to these 
projects are possible from year to year. 
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