


Recommendations

The principles described in the preceding section define the essential
goals and guiding ideas for the vision of the San Diego River Park.
The recommendations that follow describe specific strategies for
achieving the intent of the principles.

It is important to note that while each recommendation fits into a
larger, comprehensive vision for the river, no single recommendation
is meant to address every location or every situation along the
length of the river corridor. The Master Plan’s single overarching
recommendation is one of flexibility, seeking opportunities as they
arise with property owners to implement the Plan’s ideas.

The San Diego River Park is many parks and one park. In the initial
part of this section, the general and reach-specific recommendations
address measures to improve elements of the river corridor, create
new parks and expand recreational and habitat resources. Five key
recommendations are identified that apply to all reaches of the river
and extend beyond the valley itself linking the entire river corridor
into a coherent system. The remainder of the section is organized by
general recommendations relating to four elements of the San Diego
River Park: Hydrology and Water Quality, Habitat and Wildlife,
Recreation and Cultural Interpretation, and Public Art. The general
recommendations are followed by Specific Recommendations for each
reach.

The Hydrology, Habitat and Wildlife, Recreation and Culture, and
Public Art each have a set of related benefits and influences that
interrelate. These multiple elements must be considered in the
implementation of every facet of the River Park, especially in confined
areas. Each recommendation must be considered in the context of
how it influences and is influenced by its effect on other systems, and
how it can be woven into the fabric of the City itself. Every action
taken toward creating the San Diego River Park, large scale and small
must consider the role it plays as a part of the whole, to reinforce the
perception of the river, valley and canyons as a complete natural and
urban system.

The vision of the San Diego River Park crosses boundaries of land
ownership, special interests, disciplines and jurisdictions; the ultimate
whole is greater than the sum of its parts. Creating the San Diego River
Park will require a multi-disciplinary approach and the collaboration
and cooperation of a diverse group of public and private entities to
implement the many discrete but interrelated elements.

Many of the ideas expressed in the Principles and Recommendations
in this plan were first discussed thirty years ago in Kevin Lynch’s
Temporary Paradise and further developed in the San Diego River
Conceptual Plan. In addition, the City of Villages Plan incorporates the
idea of using the open space and the transit corridor of the river to link
and define the communities along the river. The San Diego River Park
will create an interesting sequence of places with unique characteristics
that stem from the natural conditions of each reach and community.
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