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Below is a list of titles related to the Prairie that are available through the City of San Diego
Public Library. The titles include adult and children’s nonfiction, adult and children’s fiction,
and audio-visual materials in the Library’s collection.

Adult Nonfiction

The Built Environment Image Guide for the National Forests and Grasslands. These guidelines,
used by the USDA Forest Service when planning for buildings, landscaping, signage, and roads,
stress the need for sustainability, blending within the cultural and national landscape and
usability. A 13.36/2:IM 1

Warner, Richard E. Riparian Resources of the Central Valley and California Desert. A 1985
report published by the California Department of Fish and Game which studied the riparian
systems of the Central Valley to evaluate their current status and to provide a basis for the
proposed conservation program. CAL RES 4.2:R 48

Meeting the Agricultural Challenge. A summary of the California Integrated Waste Management
Board's many activities related to California agriculture, promoting the diversion and use of
urban-derived compost and mulch by California's commercial growers in providing soil benefits
and preventing agricultural pollution. CAL RES 16.2:AG 8/3

Wild Wealth: the Riches of Native Plants. An informational flyer/poster about the vital role
native plants have in our life. 1 29.2:P 69/12

Water-related Technologies for Sustainable Agriculture in U.S. Arid/Semiarid lands. This report,
requested by the House Committee on Agriculture, reviews existing and emerging water-related
technologies for their ability to support long-term productivity of arid/semiarid agricultural
plants and animals in arid/semiarid regions, the supply and use of water, and the characteristics
of the renewable natural resource base which is so important to agriculture. Y 3.T 22/2:2 W 29/2

Before the Wilderness: Environmental Management by Native Californians.



A collection of papers which examines Native Californian and Australian aboriginal knowledge
and techniques and suggest how they could be borrowed or reinvented for modern land
management. 304.28/BEFORE

Buchanan, Carol Brother Crow, Sister Corn: Traditional American Indian Gardening.
Fascinating exploration of early American Indians’ centuries-old gardening traditions.
306.364/BUCHANAN

Rooted in the Land: Essays on Community and Place. A collection of essays that discuss the
importance of “placed” human communities, that each of us can be enriched by participating in a

well-ordered human community integrated into the natural landscape of a particular place.
307/ROOTED

Sustainable Agricultural Systems. This book provides a historical and contemporary overview of
sustainable farming methods being used throughout the world. It explains the research and
education needs and the various points of view on the issue of sustainability.
338.162/SUSTAINABLE

A People's Ecology: Explorations in Sustainable Living. This series of essays representing a
variety of perspectives discusses the relationship between health, cultural ecology, diet,

agriculture and the environment, which are the foundations of sustainable living.
363.8/PEOPLE'S

Madson, John. Where the Sky Began: Land of the Tallgrass Prairie. An epic description of the
American prairie landscapes, especially the tallgrass prairies. 574.5/MADSON

Stein, Sara Bonnett. Noah's Garden: Restoring the Ecology of Our Own Back Yards. Personal
journey of a gardener to build a garden that welcomes all creatures and her explorations of the
ecology of a garden. 574.5264/STEIN

Brown, Lauren. Grasslands. A comprehensive field guide to the birds, wildflowers, trees, grasses,
insects and other natural wonders of North America’s prairies, fields and meadows.
574.52643/BROWN

Manning, Richard. Grassland: The History, Biology, Politics, and Promise of the American
Prairie. A wide look at the plains from the continent’s earliest settlers, to our last 200 years’
efforts to control it through plowing, grazing and landscaping to the botanists and biologist what
are restoring native grasses. 574.52643/MANNING

Stewart, Omer Call, 1908- . Forgotten Fires: Native Americans and the Transient Wilderness.
Published after 50 years, Omer C. Stewart was one of the first anthropologists to recognize that
Native Americans regularly used fire to manage plant communities and associated animal
species through varied and localized habitat burning. 577.2/STEWART

Bock, Carl E. The View From Bald Hill: Thirty Years in an Arizona Grassland. The results of 30
years of fieldwork aimed at understanding the dynamics of grasslands in the absence of livestock.
577.40979/BOCK



Larrabee, Aimée. Last Stand of the Tallgrass Prairie. Companion volume to the PBS
Documentary, this volume covers the cultural and natural history of the tall grass.
577.44097/LARRABEE

The Farm as Natural Habitat: Reconnecting Food Systems with Ecosystems.
This collection celebrates the “good farmer” who is an active contribution to conservation and
biodiversity and includes the positive effects of good farming. 577.55/FARM

McHarg, lan L. To Heal the Earth: Selected Writings of lan L. McHarg. Writings from 1950s-
1990s from one of the pioneers of the idea that the design of human settlements should be based
upon ecological principles. 577.55 MCHARG

Higgins, Ethel Bailey. Native Food Plants. Higgins, a former curator of botany at the San Diego
Natural History Museum, describes edible plants in San Diego, their history and uses.
581/HIGGINS

Jepson, Willis Linn. 4 Flora of California. This multivolume work contains detailed descriptions
and line drawings for many of the plants in California including characteristics, habitats and
ecology. 581.9794/JEPSON

Mason, H. L. (Herbert Louis) 4 Flora of the Marshes of California. Describes the species of
flowering plants and ferns that occur in wetlands and includes identification keys, description of
the plants and indications of habitat and geographic range. 581.9794/MASON

Orcutt, Charles Russell. Flora of Southern and Lower California: A Check-list of the Flowering
Plants and Ferns. A list of the plants in San Diego County and Baja, including notations about
location, bloom cycle and color. 581.979498/ORCUTT

Dale, Nancy. Flowering Plants: The Santa Monica Mountains, Coastal & Chaparral Regions of
Southern California. A detailed and well illustrated guide to hundreds of native flowering plant
species in the Santa Monica Mountains, coastal and chaparral areas of southern California.
582.13/DALE

Ladd, Douglas M. Tallgrass Prairie Wildflowers: A Falcon Field Guide.
The ultimate field guide to wildflowers of the Midwestern tallgrass prairie. 582.13/LADD

McClintock, Elizabeth May. California Flora. A keepsake edition from the Book Club of
California, that includes short descriptions of the most beautiful California flowers and
illustrated with the original wood engravings of John DePol. 582.13/MCCLINTOCK

Soule, Judith D. Farming in Nature's Image: An Ecological Approach to Agriculture. Outlines
an innovative agricultural model in which farms mimic native ecosystems, including the
fundamental research and cultural changes that are needed. 630/SOULE

Nabhan, Gary Paul. Enduring Seeds: Native American Agriculture and Wild Plant Conservation.
630.2745/NABHAN

Berry, Wendell. The Gift of Good Land: Further Essays, Cultural and Agricultural. Series of
essays that stress the interdependence of man, land, animals, weather and family.
630.973/BERRY



Hanson, Victor Davis. The Land Was Everything: Letters From an American Farmer. Written by
a California grape farmer about America’s quietly disappearing independent farmer.
630.973/HANSON

Fukuoka, Masanobu. The One-Straw Revolution: An Introduction to Natural Farming. Fukuoka
describes the events that led to the development of his natural farming methods and the impact
these have had on his land, on himself and the thousands of people who have learnt from his
technique. 631.5/FUKUOKA

Labadie, Emile L. Native Plants for Use in the California Landscape. Developed during many
years of teaching horticulture, this book discusses California native plants, especially those found
in the San Francisco Bay Area. 635.9/LABADIE

Lowry, Judith Larner. Gardening with a Wild Heart: Restoring California’s Native Landscapes
at Home. This mix of the practical and the poetic combines personal story, wildland ecology,
restoration gardening practices, and native plant horticulture. 635.9/LOWRY

O'Keefe, John M. Water-conserving Gardens and Landscapes: Water-saving Ideas, Plant
Selection List, Home Drip Irrigation Guide, Easy-care Landscapes, All-region Zone Maps. The
xeriscape gardener’s handbook for those who want to work with nature, save water, survive
droughts, and reduce garden maintenance. 635.95/0'KEEFE

Ottesen, Carole. The Native Plant Primer. Describes the variety and beauty of each regions
native plants and provides advice on how to create your own garden. 635.9517/OTTESEN

Natural Gardening. An information packed guide to planting flowers, trees, shrubs that attract
wildlife. 635.95173/NATURAL

Phillips, Judith. Southwestern Landscaping with Native Plants. A practical and definitive guide
for those interested in arid-land gardening. 635.95179/PHILLIPS

Shuler, Carol. Low-water-use Plants: for California & the Southwest. A guide to over 200 plants
that are tolerant of cold, adapted to the soil conditions, drought-hardy and beautiful, containing a
wide range of visual options. 635.952/SHULER

Wasowski, Sally. Native Landscaping from El Paso to L.A. Selected by the American
Horticulture Society as one of the top 75 gardening books, this book helps you plan, design,
plant and maintain a blooming landscape even in under harsh conditions. 635.9525/WASOWSKI

Barbour, M., Pavlik, B., Drysdale, F., and Lindstom, S. California's Changing Landscape:
Diversity and Conservation of California Vegetation. Addresses the future of California’s

landscapes by examining the diversity and conservation of its native vegetation.
639.99/CALIFORNIA'S

Invasive Plants of California's Wildlands. Provides information about biology and control of
over 70 non-native plant species that pose the greatest ecological concern according to California
Exotic Pest Plant Council (CalEPPC). 639.99097/INVASIVE



Phillips, Kathryn. Paradise by Design: Native Plants and the New American Landscape. A
journalist's look at the American nursery industry and the conflict between the mainstream
design and gardening culture and the use of native plants. 712.092/PHILLIPS

Cox, Jeff. Landscaping with Nature: Using Nature's Design to Plan Your Yard. Shows the
gardener how to learn from Nature and design a customized natural garden. 712.6/COX

Druse, Kenneth. The Natural Garden. A complete reference guide to natural gardening, this
book shows you how to design, plan and plant a garden that works with rather than against
nature. 712.6/DRUSE

Kinsey, Joni. Plain Pictures: Images of the American Prairie. Influenced by the Euro-American
idea of a ‘garden ideal’ and ‘classic prospects’ early settlers failed to see the beauty of the wide
expanses of the prairie, through 120 color and black-and-white reproductions spanning 160 years,
this work shows that the Midwestern prairie is a distinct genre in American western art.
760.04436/KINSEY

Lewis, Henry T. Patterns of Indian Burning in California: Ecology and Ethnohistory. Examines
evidence of Indian burning as a significant form of environmental management. RCC
970.663/LEWIS

Masumoto, David Mas. Epitaph For a Peach: Four Seasons On My Family Farm. The second of
three biographical works that explores a Japanese American family of farmers in California’s
Central Valley. BBMASUMOTO

Adult Fiction

Anderson-Dargatz, Gail. 4 Recipe for Bees. Marrying at an early age to a farmer, Augusta learns
about the sweetness of life when she resurrects her mother’s bee keeping equipment.
FIC/ANDERSON

Berry, Wendell. Watch With Me: And Six Other Stories. A collection of stories showing the
changes of the twentieth century in a rural Kentucky community. FIC/BERRY

Cather, Willa. O Pioneers! Swedish farmer John Bergson's daughter Alexandra encourages the
family members to help keep his dream alive after his death. FIC/CATHER

Cather, Willa. My Antonia. Antonia works as a servant for her neighbors after her father's death,
elopes, and then returns to marry a Bohemian farmer. FIC/CATHER

Hamilton, Jane. 4 Map of the World. Set in rural America on a dairy, one mistake causes the
death of a child and the destruction of a family. FIC/HAMILTON

Haruf, Kent. The Tie That Binds: a novel. Set on the Colorado plains, a woman sacrifices her
youth and freedom to care for her father and brother. FIC/HARUF



Lane, Rose Wilder. Free Land. In the 1880s, David Beaton and his bride came to Dakota to
claim three hundred acres of grassland. FIC/LANE

Lennon, J. Robert. On the Night Plain: A Novel. Set on a family ranch on the Great Plains,
Lennon explores the complications of love and work, loyalty to family, the land and one’s own
desires, and the nature of solitude. FIC/LENNON

McNeal, Tom. Goodnight, Nebraska: A Novel. The story of the town of Goodnight, Nebraska, its
residents and the boy who was sent there to heal. FIC/MCNEAL

Sams, Ferrol. Run With the Horsemen. A boy’s account of growing up on a rural Georgia farm
during the Depression. FIC/SAMS

Smiley, Jane. A Thousand Acres. When an lowa patriarch decides to turn over his thriving farm
to his three daughters, he sets off a series of tragic events that will eventually rip apart his family.
FIC/SMILEY

Williams, Jeanne. The Unplowed Sky. Hallie and her brother work for a threshing outfit that
travels from farm to farm in western Kansas during the wheat harvest of 1924. FIC/WILLIAMS

Children’s Nonfiction

Geisert, Bonnie. Prairie Town. Describes a year in the life of a prairie town including the effect
of seasons and of economics on the ebb and flow of this agricultural community. J
307.72/GEISERT

Paladino, Catherine. One Good Apple: Growing Our Food for the Sake of the Earth. Discusses
the problems created by the use of pesticides to grow food crops and the benefits of organic
farming. J 363.7384/PALADINO

Brandenburg, Jim. An American Safari: Adventures on the North American Prairie. The story of
how the prairie has influenced the author’s life and his call to save it. J
508.73/BRANDENBURG

Dvorak, David. 4 Sea of Grass: The Tallgrass Prairie. Describes the plants and animals that live
on the prairie and what takes place there during the different seasons. J 508.3153/DVORAK

Sayre, April Pulley. Grassland. Part of series, Exploring Earth’s Biomes, this book describes the
climate, geology, animals, plants, ecology and environmental problems of the grasslands. J
574.5/SAYRE

Murray, Peter. Prairies. Describes where prairies are found, the plants and animals that exist
there, and the role of fire in the ecosystem. J 574.52643/MURRAY

Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Prairies. Describes the characteristics of the North American prairie,
the plants and animals found there, and the efforts made to preserve and restore the landscape
that once stretched unbroken from southern Canada into northernmost Mexico. J
574.52643/PATENT



Rotter, Charles. The Prairie. An introductory book on grasslands, with emphasis on the North
American prairie, and including information on vegetation, animal life, human impact, and need
for preservation. J 574.52643/ROTTER

Siy, Alexandra. Native Grasslands. Examines the plant and animal life of the prairie grasslands
of North America and how they are interdependent. J 574.52643/S1Y

Martin, Patricia A. Fink. Prairies, Fields, and Meadows. More than 30 projects and

investigations designed to help young scientists explore and understand prairies, fields and
meadows. J 577.44/MARTIN

Ormsby, Alison. The Prairie. Examines the prairies of central North America, their ecosystems,
and their responses to temperature, weather, and agriculture. J 577.44097/ORMSBY

Rounds, Glen. Sod Houses on the Great Plains. Describes how sod houses were built and what
life was like to live in one. J 693.2/ROUNDS

Fowler, Allan. Living On the Plains. An introduction to life in the Great Plains and prairie areas
of the United States. J 910.02145/FOWLER

Sigerman, Harriet. Land of Many Hands: Women in the American West. A history of women's
roles in the migration to and settling of the American West. YA 978/SIGERMAN

The Great North American Prairie. Each volume in the Stories from the Where we live series
celebrates a North American ecoregion through its own distinctive literature. J 978/STORIES

Calvert, Patricia. Standoff At Standing Rock: The Story of Sitting Bull and James McLaughlin.
Parallel biographies of Sioux leader Sitting Bull and Indian Agent James McLaughlin show how
the representatives of their two nations came into conflict as their cultures clashed. YA
978.00497/CALVERT

Pinkney, Andrea Davis. Bill Pickett, Rodeo Ridin" Cowboy. Describes the life and
accomplishments of the son of a former slave whose unusual bulldogging style made him a

rodeo star. ] B/PICKETT

Warren, Andrea. Pioneer Girl: Growing Up on the Prairie. Tells about the daily life and
activities of a pioneer girl growing up on the prairies of Nebraska. ] B/SNYDER

Children’s Fiction

Glasscock, Sarah. My Prairie Summer. A young girl’s diary about her summer living in the
prairie with Lucy, a buffalo. EEGLASSCOCK

Arrington, Frances. Bluestem. With their father away and their mother traumatized by some
unknown event, eleven-year-old Polly and her younger sister are left to take care of themselves
and their prairie homestead. ] FIC/ARRINGTON



Avi. Prairie School: Story. Noah learns to read as he explores the Colorado prairie with his aunt
in 1880. J FIC/AVI

Geisert, Bonnie. Prairie Summer. A young girl demonstrates the maturity gained from her
experiences growing up with three sisters on a farm in South Dakota. J FIC/GEISERT

Hopkinson, Deborah. Pioneer Summer. Eight-year-old Charles has many adventures when his
parents move to the Kansas prairie. ] FIC/HOPKINSON

Lawlor, Laurie. Addie's Dakota Winter. In her new pioneer home of Dakota, ten-year-old Addie

finds an unlikely friend and, stranded alone during a blizzard, learns about courage. J
FIC/LAWLOR

Myers, Walter Dean. The Journal of Joshua Loper: A Black Cowboy. In 1871 Joshua Loper, a
sixteen-year-old black cowboy, records in his journal his experiences while making his first
cattle drive under an unsympathetic trail boss.

Wilder, Laura Ingalls. The First Four Years. Laura and Almanzo struggle to keep their farm
going during the first years of their marriage. ] FIC/WILDER

Wilder, Laura Ingalls. Little House On the Prairie. Young Laura and her family journey to the
wide open prairie to build a house and farm the land. J FIC/WILDER

Audio/Visual

Drought Survival Guide. (videorecording) Shows you how to install water saving devises in the
home and garden. VC 333.9116/DROUGHT

The Living Planet. Volume 5. Seas of Grass. (videorecording) Anthropologist and author David
Attenborough visits the great environmental regions of the planet to examine how plants and
animals adapt to their physical surroundings. VC 574/LIVING V.5

Hidden Treasures: Discovering the Wealth of Wetlands (videorecording). Describes the ecology
of San Diego’s coastal wetlands and documents the efforts of many to fight the destruction
encroaching civilization has wrought. VC 574.52632/HIDDEN

Field Notes: The Grasslands of San Diego County. (videorecording) Examines the grasslands of
San Diego County. VC 574.52643/FIELD

Last Stand Of the Tallgrass Prairie (videorecording) A scientific and historical overview of the
natural workings of the Tallgrass Prairie, North America's most endangered ecosystem and the
source of the soil that creates America's breadbasket. VC 577.44/LAST

The Complete Home Composting Video Guide: With Ecological Horticulturist Howard Stenn.
(videorecording) Basic yard composting techniques, tools, bins and problems are discussed as
well as the uses for the finished compost. VC 631.875/COMPLETE



Grasscycle! (videorecording) Explains the positive envionmental aspects of recycling grass. VC
631.875/GRASSCYCLE

Sarah Plain & Tall: The DVD Collection. (videorecording) A mail-order bride travels to Kansas
in 1910 and teaches a lonely family to love again. DVD 791.4372/SARAH

Biomes of the World In Action. Grasslands. (videorecording) Using the concepts outlined in the
National Science Education Standards for Life Science, students examine the importance of the
grasslands which produce much of the world's food. J VC 577.4/BIOMES

The Vanishing Prairie (videorecording) 1954 Disney film. Reproduction, survival and the
elements affecting the remaining life on the prairie. ] VC 577.44/VANISHING

Ecosystems for Children. All About Deserts and Grasslands. (videorecording) Visit with an
expert working in the field and discover the characteristics of deserts and grasslands along with
the plants and animals that live there. J VC 577.5/ECOSYSTEMS

All about plant & animal interdependency. (videorecording) Discover how plants provide
oxygen, food, shelter, and medicine for all animals and the way animals are instrumental in
dispersing plant seeds. J VC 581.7/ALL



