
BYLAWS 
&

OPERATING PROCEDURES 
of the 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO REDISTRICTING COMMISSION 

ARTICLE I , Name and Purpose 

Section I. The name of this commission is the CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
YEAR 2000 REDISTRICTING CO MMISSION. here inafter 
refeffed to as th e Co mmission, y..,ith each membe, Registered 
to vote in the City of San Diego. All of the activities of this 
Commission will be conducted in its official name. 

Section 2 . The sole and exclusive authority to adopt plans which specify 
the boundaries of districts for the City Council is vested in the 
Comm ission . After the decennial census, the Commis.sion will 
adopt plan s that red istrict the City into eight (8) Council Districts 
designated by 1 to 8 inclusively. Those districts will be used for 
all elections of Council Members, including their recall, and for 
filling any vacancy in the office of member of the Council . N o 
change in the boundary or location of any d istrict by redistricting 
as herein prov ided will operate to abolish or terminat e the term of 
office of any member of the council prior to tlu,'exp iration of the 
term of office for ,vhich such member was elected. 

Districts formed will each contain, as nearly as practicable, one 
eighth (1/8) of the total population of the City as shown by the 
Fed eral census immediately preceding such formation of 
districts 

Section 3 . It is the pledge of the Commissioners to perform its duties to 
ensure fair and equitable Redistricring for all racial, ethnic and 
language minorities, and be in confonnance with the 
requirements of the U. S. Constitution and Federal Statutes as 
amended . 
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Seccion 1. To the c,m:nt it is praccica) 10 do so, disc-rices will preserve 
identifiable communities of interest ; be geographically compact, 
populous contiguous territoty will not be bypassed to reach 

distant popu lous areas; be composed of whole ce nsus units as 
developed by ,he Un it~d States Buruu of che Census; be 
composed of contiguous ter"ri;ory wi1h reasom1.ble access between 
pop uhHion ce nters in the d iscric, . and noc be deawn for che 
purpose of advanraging or protec1ing incumbents. 

Section 5. Positions and opinions of the Commission will no, be esc•blished 
or determined by any other criceria than contained in Seccion 5. of 
,he San Diego Chaner, amende .d by Proposicion C. , Jun e 1992. 

ART ICLE II - Commissioners 

Section I , Memb ers of chc Com mission will be composed of seven (7) 
persons who have been appoinced by chree recired Judges of the 
Superior Coun , San Diego J udicial District drawn a, random by 
the Cicy C lerk pu rsuanc 10 the San Diego Chaner amended by 
Proposition C, of Ju ne 1992. 

Secti on 2. The Judges will appo int women and men w ho w ill give che 
Commi ssion geographic , social and echnic diversity, and who in 
their judgmenl, h.-ve a high degru of compecency to carry ouc 
the responsib ilicies of the Comm ission. T he appoincees will 
include individuo.ls wich a demonscrated capac icy 10 serve with 
impani3lity in a. non .. panisan ro1e. 

Seccion 3. Any vacancy in the Commission which occurs after the 
che Commission is conscituced ,viii be filled wichin seven (7) 
calendar days by the same procedure and using the same 
same criteria as che 2.ppo intment of the initia.l Comm issioners. 

Sect ion 4. Any vacancy creaced by concinuous absences (wi1hou1 approval of 
che Cha ir) will not exce ed thre e (3), Upon such occurrence the 
Commission ., by majority vote 1 can recommend to the appoi nting 

auchority, removal of the member for cause . 
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ART IC LE Ill - O fficers 

Sec tion I, O fficers ,viii include a C hair and Vice C hair. 

The ir duries are as follows: 

T he Ch air will c onvene and conduct regularly sched uled and or 
special Commission mee tings, order committee mee tings and 
othe r ac tivities ge rma ne to the Co mmission. 

All public state ments will be express ly the respo ns ibility of the 
C hair an d a ny inqu iries w ill be directed ro his atten tion. 

' The Vi ce Chair \ ,viii cha ir mee tings and duties in the absenc .e or 

ins truction of the Chai r. 

Section 2. The Co mmission w ill employ a C hief of Staff by 5 aye votes wh o 
w ill seNe at the Commission's pleas ure, exe mpt from Civil 
Service, a nd ,v iii conr rac, for need ed sta ll: techn ica l consultanrs 
and services, using existing City staff to the ex tent pos sible 

ART ICLE IV- Mee tings 

Sec tion I . C ommission meetings w ill be open to the public an d all records and 
data w ill be ava ilable at no charge to the pub lic for ins pec tion in the 
office of the City C lerk during normal Business hours. Copies of 
Recor ds and plan s sha ll be provided, for a reaso nable fee, for any 
interes ted person. 

Sec tion 2. Th e C hair w ill est abli.sh regular and special meetings according to 
rhe requirements of the activities of the Commission and provide 
notices 10 the p ublic the reof . 

Sec tion 3. T he C o mmission shall make every reaso nable effort to have 
meeti ngs to afford maxim um public ac cess to its proceedings. It 
w ill solicit public co mmen t and w ill hold at least four (4) public 
hearings in va rious geographic areas of rhe C ity before the 
preparat ion of a preliminary Red istricting plan. 
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Seccion 4. W ithin sixcy (60) days after the Comm issioners a re appoin ced, 
the Co mmission w ill adopt a budget and submit it to the 
ap pointing auth ority. lfit , is approved it w ill be fo,v,arded to the 
City Cou nc il for its consideration. Th e Cicy Coun cil shall 
app ropria te adeq uate funds to ,he Commission and to the City 
to carry out their du ties. 

Section 5. At least thirty (30) days prior to the ado ption of the final plan, the 
Commission will file a preliminary plan with the Cicy Clerk, 

along wi th a writte n statement of findings and reasons for 
adoption which includes notation of all criteria employed in the 
process and a full analysis and explanati on of decisions made by 
by the Commi ssion. 

Sectio n 6. During the thirty (30) day period after the filing, the Commission 
will hold at least three (3) public hearings in various geograph ic 
areas of the Cicy before it adopts a final plan. Upon approval of 
the final plan , the Commission will adjust the boundaries of any 
or all of the Counci l districts of the C icy pursua nt to the final plan . 
This final redistricting plan will be effective thirty (30) days after 
adoption and will be subject to the right of referendum in the 
manner as are ordinances of the Cicy Council . If rejected by 
referendum , the same Commission will crea te a new plan 
pursuan t to the criteria set forth in Section s 5 and 5.1 . 

ARTI CLE- V Policies 

Section I . Decision for comportment or ac tion of the Commission will be 
by rnajoricy vote of members represen ting a (quorum) a ttending 
the meeting. 

Section 2. Commi ssione rs will request acknowledgme nt from the Cha ir to 
speak to an issue. 

Section 3. Com missioners are expec ted to attend all meetings. 
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Section 4 . Persons wh o accept appointment to the Commission, at the time of 
their appointment , shall file a ,vritten declaration with the City 
Clerk stating tha t within five (5) years of the Commission's 
adoption of a final Redistricting plan, they will not seek election to 
a San Diego Ci1y publ ic office. The members of the Com mission 
will se;Ve unt il the Redistric1ing plan is adopted and becom es 
effective and all legal and referendum challenges have been 
reso lved . 

Section 5. To avoid conflict of interests , all Commissioners will be govenied 
by the highest standards of conduct regarding ac1ion or decisions ori 
issues of Redistricting matte.rs which may be of personal or financial 
benefit to themseJves, members of their immediate or extended 
family and associates under California Code of Reg. H 1837., 
Conflict of Interest. 

Section 6. In order to further avoid possible conflict of interest, 
Commissioners will not engage in independent discussions 
regarding Redistricting matters with attendees at public hearings at 
any location . 

ARTICLE N- Amendments 

Section J . The se Bylaws may be amended by majority vote of the 
Commissioners and be submitted to the Chief of Staff to be sent out 
with regular Commis.sion notices. 

Thes e Bylaws were appr oved at a meeting of the Cl'TY OF SAN 
DIEGO YEAR 2000 REDISTRICTING COMMISSION 

Date (J/,z,qfou -"-'-' ..c..._;___ --:-_-::- -

~ ~ w ~ 
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