
A Community Plan provides directions to guide growth and development within a given area.  

What is a Community Plan?
ProjeCt overvieW

it describes the community’s vision and identifies strategies for 
enhancing community character and managing change.

it includes goals, policies, and implementing strategies.

it guides local decision-making and public investments.

it plays an important role in regulating land use. 

It covers several key topics that are interrelated and together provide comprehensive  guidelines for the community’s future:

Conservation  
& sustainability

arts & Culture

historiC Preservation

reCreation

PubliC faCilities,  
serviCes, & safety

eConomiC ProsPerity

urban design

mobilityland use
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Building Types
CommuniTy CharaCTer

marriott mission Valley, San Diego
Hotel

Walmart, Long Beach
Regional Commercial

City Scene north Park, San Diego
Mid-Rise Residential

archstone, Santa monica
High-Rise Residential

San Francisco 
Mid-Rise Residential

uptown District, San Diego
Community Commercial

Goldfinch St., San Diego 
Office

Civita, San Diego
Horizontal mixed use

rio Vista mission Valley, San Diego
Residential above retail and office

Breeze Suites modern, 
Santa monica

Residential above retail

Paseo Colorado, Pasadena
Mixed-use with plaza

Porto Sienna, San Diego
Residential above retail

Palermo, San Diego
Residential above retail and office

Pacific Station, encinitas
Transit-oriented mixed use

Downtown San Diego 
Townhouse

acqua Vista, San Diego
Podium Apartmentr
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Existing Parks and Community Facilities
Parks & OPEn sPaCE

Park DEsCriPtiOns
Park Type COMMUnitY Park nEiGHBOrHOOD Park Mini Park/PLaZa POCkEt Park
Size 13 acre minimum 3 acres – 13 acres 1 acre – 3 acres Less than 1 acre

Population Serves 25,000, typically one community plan area. Serves approximately 5,000 within 1 mile Serves population within ½ mile Serves population within ¼ mile

Passive and active recreation facilities, community 

cultural facilities, sports fields. Parking provided.

Accessible by bicycling and walking. Minimal 

parking. Picnic areas, children’s play area, multi-

purpose turf areas, walkways and landscaping.

Accessible by bicycling and walking. No parking. Picnic 

areas, children’s play area, multi-purpose turf areas

Accessible by bicycling and walking. No parking. 

Primarily hardscape, picnic areas, children’s 

play area, multi-purpose turf areas

Examples Allied Gardens Community Park, 

Tierrasanta Community Park

Mission Heights Neighborhood Park, Old 

Trolley Barn Neighborhood Park

North Mountain View Mini Park, 

Kenmore Terrace Mini Park

Portobelo Pocket Park, Antigua Pocket Park

Park Type OPEn sPaCE sPECiaLtY aCtiVitY Park rECrEatiOn CEntEr aQUatiCs COMPLEX 
Size Varies Varies Minimum 17,000 square feet 25 meters by 25 yards swimming pool

Population Serves single or multiple community plan areas

City-owned land, canyons, mesas, other 

natural landforms, usually with trails, staging 

areas, outlooks, viewpoints, picnic areas.

Serves one or more community Serves 25,000 or within three miles, whichever is less. 

Serves one community plan area.  

May be a stand-alone facility or within a community 

park. May include a gymnasium, indoor courts, multi-

purpose rooms, kitchen, or other facilities. Parking.

Serves 50,000 or within six miles less. Serves multiple 

community plan areas. 

May be a stand-alone facility or located 

within a community park. Parking.

Skateboard parks, off-leash dog 

park, other unique uses

Examples Mission Trails Park, Tecolote Canyon Natural Park Carmel Valley Skate Park, Robb Field Skate Park Serra Mesa Recreation Center, Adams Recreation Center Allied Gardens Pool, Ned Baumer Aquatic Center

Park Type JOint UsE Park
Size Varies

Population Serves likely one community planning area

Requires executing a long-term agreement, property owner 

could be school district, other public agency, or non-profit entity.

Play areas, turf fields, multi-purpose courts, sports fields.

Examples Juarez School Joint Use Park, Kit Carson Joint Use 

Park, Birney Elementary Joint Use Park UPTOWN
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Today Tomorrow

200 Ft. 
RIVER INFLUENCE AREA

Sensitive design area that has additional 
setback requirements & design criteria

200 Ft. 
RIVER INFLUENCE AREA

Sensitive design area that has additional 
setback requirements & design criteria

35 FT. RIVER CORRIDOR AREA 35 FT. RIVER CORRIDOR AREA

100 YEAR FLOODWAY
Required area that includes a 

14 ft. pedestrian - bicycle trail.
Required area that includes a 

14 ft. pedestrian - bicycle trail.
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Climate Action Plan
SUSTAINABILITY & CONSERVATION

SUSTAINABILITY 
One of the challenges of the San Diego General Plan and the community plan 
updates is how to ensure sustainability over the long-term.  Sustainable conservation 
practices help ensure that future generations will be able to use and enjoy resources 
to achieve and maintain a healthy and diverse environment and economy. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
The burning of fossil fuels, such as coal and gasoline, as well as 
deforestation and other human activities are changing the composition 
of the atmosphere, causing concentrations of greenhouse gases (GHGs) 
to increase significantly. This could have significant impacts in terms 
of water and energy availability, coastal flooding, and human health.  

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN STRATEGIES

ENERGY & WATER EFFICIENT BUILDINGS

2

3

4

5

CLEAN & RENEWABLE ENERGY

BICYCLING, WALKING, TRANSIT & LAND USE

ZERO WASTE

CLIMATE RESILIENCY

Green building techniques include improving the 
efficiency of mechanical and electrical systems; 
using energy-efficient lighting; and using cool 
roofing materials. This strategy will be achieved 
through a mix of regulations and incentives for 
property owners.

On-site generation of energy and installing large-
scale renewables, such as wind and solar, will 
reduce the burning of fossil fuels. This strategy will 
also support local job creation. 

Promoting a compact, mixed-use urban form; 
designing streets to make it safer and attractive for 
people to get around with a car; and managing 
parking are examples of measures that support 
reducing vehicle miles travelled (VMTs) and 
improving mobility. 

Options for managing waste including source 
reduction, increased recycling, and gas capture. 
The goal for the City is to achieve a 75 percent 
waste diversion rate by 2020. The City also has 
a goal to strive for Zero Waste disposal by 2040.

Climate resiliency entails developing programs, 
policies, and processes that are not rigid or static, 
but rather flexible allowing change to accommodate 
unexpected events and shocks and continue to 
function effectively.

California has taken a leading role in addressing climate change. The state has 
established statewide GHG reduction targets for 2020 (AB-32) and 2050 (EO 
S-3-05). To achieve its proportional share of the state reduction targets, the City 
has drafted a Climate Action Plan (CAP) to accomplish the following locally:

BY 2020: REDUCE EMISSIONS BY 15%  
BELOW THE 2010 BASELINE

BY 2035: REDUCE EMISSION BY 49%  
BELOW THE 2010 BASELINE

CLIMATE ACTION PLAN GOALS 
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Public Art
SAMPLE SUBHEADING

DEFINITION

• Art in any media that has been planned and executed with the intention of being staged in the physical public domain, usually outside and accessible to all.

• Public art is a part of our public history, part of our evolving culture and our collective memory. It reflects and reveals our society and adds meaning to our 
cities. As artists respond to our times, they reflect their inner vision to the outside world, and they create a chronicle of our public experience.

EXPRESS IDENTITY 
AND HISTORY

EXPRESS COMMUNITY 
VALUES

ENHANCE       
ENVIRONMENT

REVITALIZE PLACES HIGHLIGHT & 
TRANSFORM NATURE

HARDSCAPE MURAL - Painting 
& screening

SCULPTURE FURNITURE LIGHTING INTERACTIVE ART

WHAT?

HOW?






