
DATE ISSUED:  January 8, 2018     REPORT NO. 104  
 
ATTENTION:  Park and Recreation Board 

Agenda of January 18, 2018   
 
SUBJECT:  AUDUBON K-8 SCHOOL JOINT USE FACILITY GENERAL 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN  
 
SUMMARY 
 

Issue: Should the Park and Recreation Board recommend approval of the 
General Development Plan (GDP) for the Audubon K-8 School Joint Use 
Facility in the Skyline-Paradise Hills Community? 
 
Director’s Recommendation: Recommend approval of the proposed General 
Development Plan (GDP) for the Audubon K-8 School Joint Use Facility in the 
Skyline-Paradise Hills Community. 
 
Other Recommendations: The following Recreation Council has reviewed and 
considered the proposed project. Actions taken and recommendations made 
are listed below. 
 

On March 24, 2017, the Skyline Recreation Council voted (4-0-0) to 
recommend approval of the General Development Plan for Audubon K-8 
School Joint Use Facility. 
 

Fiscal Impact:  
 
I. Capital Funding: The General Development Plan (GDP) inclusive of the 

environmental document, design and construction of the turf field, 
pedestrian concrete ramp and walking track improvements, is currently 
funded by the San Diego Unified School District (SDUSD) through the use 
of voter-approved Propositions S and Z bond funding. 
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II. Operations and Maintenance: The cost to operate and maintain this 
project on an annual basis is approximately $33,000.  This includes all 
labor, material, equipment and supplies, as well as the cost to hire a 
security company to lock the gates at dusk and open the gates when 
school staff is not on site (school breaks, holidays and weekends). 

 
Water and Energy Conservation Status: The proposed project complies with all 
water and energy conservation guidelines contained in Council Policy 200-14. 
 
Environmental: This activity is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA State 
Guidelines Section 15301 (Existing Facilities); Section 15303(e) (New 
Construction or Conversion of Small Structures); Section 15304(b) (Minor 
Alterations to Land); Section 15311 (Accessory Structures); and Section 15314 
(Minor Additions to Schools). In addition, the exceptions listed in CEQA State 
Guidelines Section 15300.2 do not apply in that no cumulative impacts were 
identified; no significant effects on the environment were identified; the 
project is not adjacent to a scenic highway; no historical resources would be 
affected by the action; and the project was not identified on a list of hazardous 
waste sites pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 

BACKGROUND 
 
The Audubon K-8 School Joint Use Facility is part of the ‘Play All Day Parks 
Program’, a partnership between the City and the SDUSD to expand the City’s 
existing joint use parks program by adding over 45 new or expanded joint use 
facilities in the next 5-10 years. SDUSD is the Lead Agency directing the design and 
construction of the joint-use facility at Audubon K-8 School.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
This project provides for the design and construction of a new joint use facility at 
Audubon K-8 School which is located at 8111 San Vicente Street within the Skyline-
Paradise Hills Community, Council District 4.  The approval to this park will provide 
an additional approximately 2.13 acres of population-based park land in this 
community which is considered “park-deficient” under General Plan standards. 
 
The General Development Plan (Attachment 1) will provide the following: 

 Multi-purpose natural turf field (approximately 1.59 acres) 
 6’ wide walking track 
 Pedestrian concrete ramp 
 Off-street parking area  
 Shade Trees 
 Drinking Fountain 
 Fencing 
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SDUSD and the Planning Department conducted three public workshops with the 
community. The primary issues raised during the community input meetings were 
the off-street parking and security concerns. A detailed response is included in the 
paragraphs below. 
 

Off-Street Parking 
The community requested that the northern off-street parking area be 
provided for the joint use area. In response, the General Development Plan 
includes the existing northern off-street parking area within the joint use 
area. 
 
Security Concerns 
Community members were concerned about security in the area. In response, 
the District agreed to provide additional security lighting in the school campus 
and a security camera.  
 
In addition, the Parks and Recreation Department’s Operation and 
Maintenance budget for the Audubon K-8 School Joint Use Facility includes an 
operational cost to hire a security company to lock the joint use gates at dusk 
every evening and open the gates when SDUSD school custodial staff are not 
available to unlock the gates. This would typically occur when school is not in 
session during school breaks, holidays and weekends. When school staff are on 
site, they will open the joint use gates to allow for public use of the park in the 
morning before school starts. School staff will close the gates 30 minutes prior 
to the first bell at the start of the school day. School staff will then open the 
joint use gates approximately 30 minutes after the school dismissal bell at the 
end of each school day. 

 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 

1. Recommend approval of the General Development Plan (GDP) for the Audubon 
K-8 School Joint Use Facility. 

2. Recommend approval of the General Development Plan (GDP) for the Audubon 
K-8 School Joint Use Facility with modifications. 

3. Do not recommend approval of the General Development Plan (GDP) for the 
Audubon K-8 School Joint Use Facility. 
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