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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 22, 2004 
 

PRESIDENT BUSH SIGNS BUDGET BILL APPROPRIATING $2.5 
MILLION FOR GROUNDWATER REPLENISHMENT SYSTEM IN 

ORANGE COUNTY 
 
 

FOUNTAIN VALLEY, Calif. – The Groundwater Replenishment (GWR) System in Orange County 
will receive $2.5 million in federal funding for fiscal year 2005, according to an appropriations bill 
signed into law in December by President George W. Bush. The $2.5 million grant is part of $20 
million authorized for the project by Congress in 2000. To date, the Groundwater Replenishment 
System has received $12 million of federal funding. 
 
"By continuing to support this project with federal funds, Congress is agreeing with the people of 
Orange County to move forward on this very important undertaking," said Phil Anthony, 
president of the Orange County Water District. 
 
The GWR System is a joint project of the Orange County Water District and Orange County 
Sanitation District and will provide approximately 23 billion gallons of water each year for Orange 
County beginning in 2007. The GWR System will take highly treated sewer water from the 
Orange County Sanitation District, currently sent to the ocean, and will purify it to near-distilled 
water quality. The water will be used to expand an existing underground water barrier, which 
helps prevent seawater from intruding into the groundwater basin, and will also be naturally 
filtered into the underground storage basin by the Orange County Water District. 
 
Using high-tech membrane purification systems backed by ultraviolet light with hydrogen 
peroxide disinfection, the GWR System will purify sewer water to a level similar to bottled water. 
Then, the water will be pumped into Orange County's groundwater basin for further natural 
treatment before it is extracted for later use. 
 
The technologies used for this project are the same as used by baby food manufacturers, 
pharmaceutical companies and bottled water companies. Half of the water produced from the 
GWR System will be injected along the coast to revitalize the seawater intrusion barrier that 
keeps the ocean from contaminating Orange County's groundwater basin. The need to expand 
the seawater barrier, coupled with the need for a locally controlled source of high-quality water, 
is the driving force behind the project. When the project is complete in 2007, it will provide 
enough water for 144,000 families annually. The water can be purified for less than the expected 
cost of imported water in 2007 using one-half the energy required to import water from Northern 
California. 

 
### 

 
 
Orange County Water District (OCWD) manages and protects the large groundwater basin underlying north 
and central Orange County. OCWD is a special district, separate from the County of Orange or any city 
government. It was created by the California Legislature in 1933 to oversee Orange County's groundwater 
basin. The groundwater basin supplies more than half of the water needs for 2.3 million residents in the cities of 
Anaheim, Buena Park, Cypress, Costa Mesa, Fountain Valley, Fullerton, Garden Grove, Huntington Beach, 
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Irvine, La Palma, Los Alamitos, Newport Beach, Orange, Placentia, Santa Ana, Seal Beach, Stanton, Tustin, 
Villa Park, Westminster and Yorba Linda. 
 
Orange County Sanitation District is responsible for safely collecting, treating, and disposing wastewater. It 
is a special district, separate from the County of Orange or any city government, established under the State 
Health and Safety Code, to provide sewerage service to a specific geographic area. The Orange County 
Sanitation District is governed by a 25-member board of directors comprised of representatives of each local 
sewering agency or cities within our 470-square-mile service area. For more information, visit www.ocsd.com. 
 

For further information contact: 
Rebecca Long, OCWD, (714) 378-3362 
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