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Editor’s note: Over the next few days, leaders from local environmental organizations will blog 

about their “Report Card” and the future of San Diego’s environmental policy. This is the 

second of eight blogs. Read the first blog here. 

Indirect Potable Reuse sounds technical, doesn’t it? Referred to as IPR, it a process that recycles 

wastewater into water so clean that it can augment our reservoirs and help increase our drinking 

water supplies. 

This means that in non-technical terms, it’s recycling water we’ve already used. 

At San Diego Coastkeeper, we believe in the old adage “reduce, reuse, then recycle,” and that’s 

how IPR fits into the equation of where we get our water. First, the less water we use in San 

Diego, means the less water we have to import. Given that more than half of the residential water 

use goes to landscapes, watering your lawn less can make a difference. 

Reusing will also help decrease demand for water that currently travels more than 400 miles to 

get to your tap. Simple steps like installing rain barrels at your home and capturing shower water 

to give to your plants, reuses water in a second application and decreases the amount of water the 

region needs to import (currently, we import more than 80 percent of our water). 

Then we should recycle water. IPR in San Diego means taking wastewater that would be 

discharged into the ocean through the Point Loma Wastewater Treatment Facility, and treating it 

to drinking water standards before it is used to recharge our local reservoirs. If your first reaction 

to this concept is “yuck,” you’re not alone. But most people aren’t aware that we safely drink 

“toilet to tap” presently, as 400 million gallons of treated sewage are discharged into the 

Colorado River before it becomes our drinking water. And numerous cities already use similar 

projects, including Orange County, which currently produces 70 millions gallons of IPR water 

daily, enough for 500,000 residents. 

In late 2008, the San Diego City Council approved a water rate increase to fund a pilot project 

demonstration facility to test whether IPR can successfully augment our water supplies. Already 

paid for, this pilot project is currently underway, and if successful, will ultimately provide up to 

16 million gallons of advanced treated water per day from the city’s existing reclamation 

facilities that currently provide water for non-drinking uses like irrigation. A second study is also 

underway exploring opportunities to build new plants that could reclaim 50 or 100 million 

gallons or more of water daily, which could meet half of the city’s water needs. 

http://www.sdnn.com/multimedia-page/news-video-page#vmix_media_id=11450574&collection_id=13220
http://www.sdnn.com/sandiego/2010-03-10/blogs/a-more-perfect-union/report-card-mayor-city-council-need-to-improve-on-environmental-quality


In addition to providing much needed water supplies to our region, IRP has many more benefits 

such as: 

•    Protecting the ocean from more than 150 million gallons of treated wastewater that the Point 

Loma Treatment Facility currently pumps into it. 

•    Saving residents money because IPR is less expensive than importing water, which utilizes 

up to five percent of the state’s energy just to move supplies from Northern California to 

Southern California, or desalination, which requires a huge amount of energy to remove the salt 

from the water. 

•    Creating cleaner and safer water than what is currently imported into our region due to the 

treatment process and the stringent review and monitoring by the California Department of 

Health Services and other regulatory agencies. 

The two-year pilot project and regional assessment are expected to come to completion in 2011. 

In the mean time, to learn more about IPR and how you can help make it a reality for all of San 

Diego, visit San Diego Coastkeeper. 

Read more: http://www.sdnn.com/sandiego/2010-03-10/blog/a-more-perfect-union/reznik-the-

future-of-indirect-potable-reuse#ixzz0iHfQsIcq 

 

 

Bruce Reznik is the executive director of the San Diego Coastkeeper. 

Bruce Reznik, a California licensed attorney specializing in environmental law, joined San 

Diego Coastkeeper as Executive Director in August 1999. During his tenure, Coastkeeper has 

launched its successful Environmental Law & Policy Clinic, Watershed Monitoring Program, 

Project SWELL curricula, Marine Conservation Initiative, and many other programs and 

campaigns. Under his direction, Coastkeeper has played a key role in helping reduce sewage 

spills and beach advisories throughout the region. 
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