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Park and Market 

Architectural Narrative 

carrierjohnson + CULTUR3 
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The Park and Market site is located within the center of the East Village community, along Park Boulevard, one of the most 
evolved streets in Downtown San Diego. Park Boulevard is treated as a ceremonial street, visually and physically linking 

the Balboa Park to the bay, and was used as the starting point for the architect's urban design approach. The program of 

this site plays an important role in neighborhood integration, proposing a mixed-use development with distinct high

quality assemblies of buildings and amenities that reflect the unique characters within the area. These characters are 

important in holding together the design of the buildings and the relationships with open spaces. Park Boulevard has been 

lined with pedestrian serving uses to activate the street, including the historic Rem men house at the 'G' street 

intersection. The storefront design is a composition of metal siding and aluminum storefront glazing, with large scale 

doors, allowing the tenants to open up to the existing widened sidewalk. The Remmen house is envisioned to be 

retrofitted for restaurant use with open seating areas within the plaza. The seating areas will be raised above the sidewalk, 

similar the raised foundation of the house. This accomplishes a distinct area for the guests with an overview of the 

pedestrian activities. The open storefront design, retrofit ofthe historic house, and public plaza help highlight Park Blvd. 

and create a significant mid-point on the Park to Bay link. 

The open spaces on the site have been designed to not only have distinct individual roles, but are also interlaced together 

at multiply layers. Influenced by and encircling the existing Rem men house, the plaza has been placed on the corner of 

Park Blvd. and 'G' Street to celebrate the neighborhood and its moment in time of San Diego history. The corner plaza will 

serve as a gathering place for the public to use. The space will be activated by the surrounding residential and retail spaces 

and have enhanced hardscape, landscaping, seating areas, and lively lighting for evening events. The plaza transitions into 

a stepping amphitheater with the historic house as a backdrop to a framed screen, to be used for cultural and 

entertainment. This stepping area connects all the uses on site, including the residential pool deck, amenities, and the 

office space. The amphitheater will be poured in place concrete, forming a mix of steps and ramps for seating and 

circulation. 

The 50,000 square foot office building has been placed on the south side of the site, aligning Market Street. The buildings 

facades are detailed to create a lower tower element with articulated curtainwall mullions. The patterning and varying 

depth of vertical fins provide visual interest and a dynamic fa~ade element. The simple form of the building is composed 

of aluminum and glass, with a refined flush design. Above the office building is another layer of landscaped area, designed 

as an aesthetic element to surrounding buildings and a sustainable design feature. 

The tower, located at corner of 11th Avenue and 'G' Street, takes on the responsibility of being a new icon within East 

Village. The buildings mass is made of two bars that gesture movement and separation at the top. The Bars are separated 

by offsetting plans that for balconies for the units. Above the bars break free of each other, one extends another 40 feet. 

This movement breaks down the massing of the building and a distinct skyline. This stepping allows the tower to fit within 

the sun access envelope requirement of the site. The East and West fa~ade have been designed with extended balconies 

that add form to the buildings mass and address the sun exposure. The West fa~ade is wrapped with continuous balconies 

that highlight the corner facing south. As the tower connects to the podium, the base is carved to form open space for the 

pool deck and outdoor amenities. This provides a portal connecting the open space to the street, and activating the street 

front. All the facades will be made of a floor to ceiling glazing system with metal trim that work together to create a multi

layered grid pattern with depth and fine detail. These forms and patterns craft a tower with elegance that adds to the 

city's skyline 
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Project Description: 

The Park and Market site is located within the center of the East Village community, along Park Boulevard, one of the 
most evolved streets in Downtown San Diego. Park Boulevard is treated as a ceremonial street, visually and 
physically linking the Balboa Park to the bay, and was used as the starting point for the architect's urban design 
approach. The program of this site plays an important role in neighborhood integration, proposing a mixed-use 
development with distinct high-quality assemblies of buildings and amenities that reflect the unique characters 
within the area. These characters are important in holding together the design of the buildings and the relationships 
with open spaces. Park Boulevard has been lined with pedestrian serving uses to activate the street, including the 
historic Rem men house at the 'G' street intersection. The storefront design is a composition of metal siding and 
aluminum storefront glazing, with large scale doors, allowing the tenants to open up to the existing widened 
sidewalk. The Rem men house is envisioned to be retrofitted for restaurant use with open seating areas within the 
plaza. The seating areas will be raised above the sidewalk, similar the raised foundation of the house. This 
accomplishes a distinct area for the guests with an overview of the pedestrian activities. The open storefront design, 
retrofit of the historic house, and public plaza help highlight Park Blvd. and create a significant mid-point on the Park 
to Bay link. 

Our Project includes the following components that total1,166,300 square feet of development including the 
exterior rehabilitation of the historically designated Rem men House: 

C.
•. Large size retail space located along Market Street between Park Blvd. and 11th, approximately 14,600 s.f. 

Commercial/Retail shops along Park Blvd. Approximately 3,000 s.f. 
• Rem men House converted to retail use located along Park Blvd. and 'G' Street, 5,000 s.f. 
• 4 story Office tower, 50,000 s.f. 
• 34 story Residential tower, 480,000 s.f. 
• 338 market rate apartments 
• 85 affordable housing units 
• 5,160 s.f. of Public Plaza (at the corner of 'G' Street & Park Blvd.) 
• 3,000 s.f. amphitheater overlooking the Public Plaza 
• 614 below-grade parking spaces 
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