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San Diego Police Department

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: LT. Ray Valentin
Date: December 21, 2016 (Wednesday) Homicide Unit
Time: 1100 Hours (619) 531-2275

SAN DIEGO POLICE MAKE AN ARREST IN THE MIRA MESA HOMICIDE

On Monday, December 19, 2016, at approximately 8:33 p.m., the San Diego Police Communications
Center received a call of shots fired in the area of Menkar Road and Markab Drive in the Mira
Mesa neighborhood. When officers arrived on scene they found blood, but no victim(s). At about
9:00 p.m., the San Diego Police Communications Center received a call of a gunshot victim at Sharp
Memorial Hospital. It was determined the two incidents were related. The victim succumbed to his
injuries and was pronounced deceased at 11:29 p.m.

On December 20, 2016, at about 12:30 a.m., Homicide Detectives responded to the scene. A person
of interest was identified who resided at a home on Markab Drive. The San Diego Police
Department SW.A.T. Team was utilized to direct the occupants of the home to exit the residence.
The residents complied, but the person of interest was not home.

Homicide Detectives obtained and executed a search warrant at the residence. Detectives processed
the scene, collected evidence and are still actively investigating the incident. The investigation
revealed the decedent drove to the 8500 block of Menkar Road with two companions to commit a
crime. The decedent and one of the companions walked up to a residence on Markab Drive where
gunfire was exchanged outside the home. The decedent was struck once by gunfire and was
transported to the hospital by his two companions.

Homicide Detectives arrested those two companions as a result of his death during the commission
of a crime. The companions have been identified as 22-year-old Chien Ngoc PHAM and a 17 year-
old juvenile both from San Diego.

The decedent has been identified as 18-year-old James Carmona MARTINEZ from San Diego.

Anyone with information regarding this incident is asked to call the Homicide Unit at (619) 531-
2293 or Crime Stoppers at (888) 580-8477.
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