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NEWS RELEASE

Mayor Launches Afterschool Program at 18

Libraries, Introduces “One San Diego” Non-Profit
Group Inspired by Faulconer’s Focus on Opportunity and Inclusion,
Announces $30,000 Donation for Student Laptops

San Diego, CA — Today Mayor Kevin L. Faulconer launched a citywide education program and
announced a new non-profit organization, One San Diego, to promote opportunity and inclusion
throughout San Diego’s diverse neighborhoods.

A $30,000 contribution secured by One San Diego will fund 60 laptops for the City of San
Diego’s new Do Your Homework @ the Library afterschool program for K-8 grade students.
Surrounded by schoolchildren from Logan Elementary School, Faulconer and One San Diego
board members presented laptops at the Logan Heights Branch Library. The donation is made
possible by a $15,000 gift from the Walmart Foundation that was matched by the San Diego
Public Library Foundation.

“For too long San Diego has been seen as a city split between the prospering neighborhoods
north of Interstate 8 and the southern neighborhoods that are left behind. As Mayor, I’'m
working to bring people from all walks of life together to overcome our shared challenges,
end the division and create what I’ve called ‘One San Diego,”” said Mayor Kevin
Faulconer.
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“San Diego is a city of opportunity and | want everyone to have access to it. We’re
launching two initiatives today that will help more San Diegans succeed. Starting today, the
City’s first comprehensive afterschool program begins at libraries across San Diego. And
we’re introducing the One San Diego non-profit, which is kicking off its operations by
funding dozens of laptops to help students do their homework at the library after school.
I’d like to thank the Walmart Foundation and the San Diego Public Library Foundation
for their generosity.”

One San Diego is a 501(c)3 non-profit, non-governmental organization dedicated to promoting
equal access to economic prosperity, safe and vibrant communities, and an enhanced quality of
life to ensure every San Diegan has the opportunity to succeed.

“Mayor Faulconer has been very successful in making our city more inclusive and results-
oriented, directing tax dollars toward the services our families and neighborhoods need,
such as this new afterschool program,” said Tony Young, Board President of One San
Diego. “But as successful as the Mayor has been, he can’t do it alone. It takes all of us,
working together in our neighborhoods, to make change. So I’ve joined with other San
Diegans to create the One San Diego nonprofit, which will work to promote thriving
communities, economic prosperity and youth opportunity.”

One San Diego will partner with workforce and skills training programs to better prepare
students to find a career; engage and empower San Diegans through neighborhood forums; build
thriving communities with beautification efforts; back programs that encourage San Diegans to
start and grow small businesses; support the organization of the Mayor’s Office and City of San
Diego; promote access to K-12 education programs and initiatives that reduce barriers to higher
education; and give grants up to $2,500 to neighborhood organizations to help fund these and
other efforts. One San Diego is not part of the City of San Diego, and the Mayor has no formal
authority over the group.

At the recommendation of Mayor Faulconer, the City of San Diego Fiscal Year 2015 budget
funded the City’s first comprehensive afterschool program. The Do Your Homework @ the
Library program provides one-on-one assistance to children for school-assigned homework at
targeted K-8 schools. It adds a learning coordinator in 18 San Diego libraries where curriculum-
aligned resources, technology and community partnerships work in tandem to support students.
The program also capitalizes on San Diego public library equipment, staff, Wi-Fi access, and
digital resources, including the HelpNow! online tutoring program.

“As the city’s literacy leader, the library system is perfectly situated in the community to
implement this valuable new program that advances the Mayor’s Neighborhoods First
initiative,” said Misty Jones, San Diego Public Library Director. “We are working closely
with the Mayor’s Office and the San Diego Unified School District to make sure the
program benefits students and all San Diegans.”

The afterschool program begins today at five libraries — Logan Heights Branch, San Carlos
Branch, Pacific Beach/Taylor Branch, Scripps Miramar Ranch Branch, and the Central Library.
The program is scheduled to expand to 13 additional libraries in January.



“As a committed partner in this community, we are proud to join with One San Diego and
the City of San Diego library system,” said Luciano Villela, manager of the San Diego
Walmart Neighborhood Market. “We understand the importance of opportunities and
access, and we’re excited to help provide this new afterschool program with the resources it
needs to serve San Diego children and give those children the opportunities they need to
succeed.”

“We are focused on attracting private support for programs like this one that ensure
academic and career success,” said Amy Valerias, Chair of the San Diego Public Library
Foundation. “We want to thank Mayor Faulconer and the City Council for their support.
When the City supports its libraries, it creates a culture of philanthropy that makes it
easier for the Library Foundation to attract individuals, foundations and corporations
willing to add their private support.”

Since taking office last March, Mayor Faulconer has focused his efforts on bringing quality
neighborhood services to every community. After the economic downturn forced years of service
reductions, Mayor Faulconer’s inaugural One San Diego budget, passed last June, brought
library hours to their highest levels in a decade. On November 8 he celebrated the beginning of
new library hours that offer extended service in evenings and on weekends.

More information about the Do Your Homework @ the Library afterschool program can be
found here. More information about One San Diego can be found here.


http://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/kidsandteens/hwcenter.shtml#homeworkatthelibrary
http://www.1sandiego.org/

Do Your Homework @ The Library Afterschool Program Overview
e Overview: One-on-one assistance to targeted K-8 students from area schools with their school-
assigned homework, as well as opportunities for skill development and reinforcement, for 36 weeks
per school calendar year (Traditional and Year-Round as appropriate) at 18 libraries.

e Mission: A welcoming, accessible, safe and supportive space in each of the 18 libraries where
curriculum-aligned resources, technology, community partnerships and volunteer service come
together to support child development and academic success; where a student can work independently
or with the assistance of the Learning Coordinator and/or the Homework Help Volunteers.

o Program: A Learning Coordinator in each of the 18 libraries, with support from Homework Help
Volunteers, will offer students out-of-school-time instruction in accessing and evaluating information
to complete their class assignments, supporting Common Core Standards projects as well as planning
and implementing age appropriate strategies and activities to assist children with homework
assignments and learning in general.

e Basic schedule: Total of 14 hours per week (for 36 weeks) at each library site:
Monday & Thursday 3:30pm-5:30pm; Tuesday & Wednesday 3:30pm-7:00pm; Saturday 11:00am-
2:00pm

e Resources: The program will capitalize on library equipment and staff, Wi-Fi access, and wide array
of print and digital resources for students, including the HelpNow! online tutoring program.

e Staffing: Two Library Area Learning Supervisors (Youth Services Librarians) to oversee program
operations, including: recruit, train and monitor performance of staff; provide project support and
evaluation; develop and maintain informational and statistical records; and participate in community
partnerships and engagement, outreach to area schools and other Library educational and literacy
initiatives. Additionally, hourly Learning Coordinators will be working in each of the 18 libraries.

Libraries* Council Libraries* Council

District District

North Area South Area

College-Rolando Branch Central

Kensington-Normal Heights Branch North Park Branch

City Heights/Weingart Branch Otay Mesa-Nestor Branch

North Clairemont Branch San Ysidro Branch

Linda Vista Branch Logan Heights Branch

San Carlos Branch Mountain View/Beckwourth Branch
Serra Mesa-Kearny Mesa Branch Oak Park Branch

Pacific Beach/Taylor Branch Skyline Hills Branch

Scripps Miramar Ranch Branch 5 Valencia Park/Malcolm X Branch 4
*These libraries were chosen because they serve communities with at least one school under the minimum
target score of 800 on the Academic Performance Index.
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One San Diego Board of Directors and Staff

Tony Young, President

Former City Council President representing Southeastern San Diego; founder of Civic Link
Strategies; former Chief Executive Officer of the American Red Cross, San Diego/Imperial
County Chapter

Lani Lutar, Treasurer

President of Responsible Solutions LLC; Special Adviser for the non-partisan, environmentally
focused Equinox Center; former President and Chief Executive Officer of the San Diego County
Taxpayers Association; former Executive Director of the Asian Business Association of San
Diego

Margarita Wilder, Secretary
Senior Vice President of the Entravision Spanish and English language television stations in San
Diego and Tijuana

Ruben Barrales
President of GROW Elect; former President and Chief Executive Officer of the San Diego
Regional Chamber of Commerce

Delores Chavez
Local small business owner; Vice President of the Latino American Political Association of San
Diego

Barbara Ybarra, Executive Director
Entrepreneur with 20 years of experience working with non-profits and public policy
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