Miramar Ranch North Planning Committee (MRNPC) Meeting Minutes

Tuesday, January 5, 2016
Scripps Ranch Civic Association Community Center
http://www.scrippsranch.org/committees/advisory-committees/mrnpc.html

Meeting called to order at 7:02 pm w/ quorum of 10 seated members.

Members present (8 present; 12 seated) Lorayne Burley (Chair), Michelle Abella-Shon (Vice-Chair), Tom
Meissner, Lou Segreti, Russell Shon, George Pecoraro, Bill Crooks, Jan Kane, Tom Ward, Michelle
Defilippi

Guests: Wally Wulfeck (Chair, SMRPG), Alex Vivona (City Council D5), Rob Knudsen (ASM Meinschein)
Sandy Wetzel-Smith (Vice Chair, SMRPG), Tony Kempton (City Planner), Jim Melville (SRCA), Midori
Wong (SDUSD), Lee Dulgeroff (SDUSD), Janay Kruger (Monarch Developer Representative), Robert
Raber(MRN Resident), Emily Dresslar (MRN resident) — see attached sign in sheet for additional
attending residents.

Introductions: Committee members introduced themselves.

Public Comment (non-agenda items): John Horst, candidate for Congress in the CA 52" District shared
that he is retiring as Chair of the Mira Mesa Community Planning Group in January 2016. Information
flyer distributed and attached. Website: www.johnhorst4congress.com.

Modifications to the agenda: None

Agenda approved as presented by vote: Approved 10-0-0 (Meissner, Segreti)

COMMUNICATIONS:
1. City Council District 5: Alex Vivona reported. Residents should note any storm drain damage to
CMK office. CMK encourages all to support the City Infrastructure ballot measure in Nov 2016.
2. State: Robert Knudsen reported. Recent updates to the legislative packages; looking for high
school students to intern in the office.

City of SD Planning Department: Tony Kempton present and will report during action item.

Federal/County/Caltrans: No Report.

5. Scripps Miramar Ranch Planning Group (SMRPG): Wally Wulfeck reported. Regular SMRPG
meeting on Thursday, January 7th. CMK will be attending to address the meeting. The SMRPG
will be address the school district proposal also; Oakmond Senior living near SR Library; election
in March; The Glen senior living community is pending City Council approval — pending date
1/26/16.

6. Scripps Ranch Civic Association (SRCA): Jim Melville reported. Jim is the district 15
representative for the SRCA. The Scripps Mesa Conference Center/Innovations Academy is in
this district. SRCA member drive has started.

W

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION/ACTION ITEMS:

1. SDUSD Joint Occupancy Development at Scripps Mesa Conference Center: Midori Wong, SDUSD
Director of Special Projects, and Janay Kruger, Developer Representative for the Monarch Group
presented on the joint occupancy proposal located at the south east corner of Spring Canyon
Road and Scripps Poway Parkway. Answers to questions, received at the December 8™ SRCA
meeting, were distributed. It was shared that the Development Services Director, Bob Vacchi,
has determined that the Planned Commercial Development Permit for the site was never utilized
and the project can proceed with a ministerial permit. No discretionary permit will be required
provided the project complies with all development regulations. Questions continued to be
asked by Scripps Ranch residents regarding the proposal. The SR opposition group presented




many concerns including — school safe zone issues, questions about the monetary gain for
SDUSD, conflicts with the Miramar Ranch North Community Plan, issues with Innovation
Academy relocation, and lack of achieving the Vision 2020 goals. A letter read by Ms. Joan Gass,
a retired SDUSD teacher, read letter with her concerns about the joint occupancy proposal —
letter is attached. Additional resident comments from noted are attached.

A motion was made by Crooks with a second by Meissner to oppose the joint occupancy
proposal between the SDUSD and the Monarch Development Group.

Motion passed by vote of 10-0-0.

A motion was made by Shon with a second by Ward to amendment that motion for a 60-day
postponement of the SDUSD board voting on the joint occupancy proposal. Motion failed by
vote of 3-7-0. (For: Shon, Wright, Burley; Against: Kane, Meissner, Pecoraro,
AbellaShon,Crooks,Segreti,Defilippi; Abstention: None).

The proposal requires final SDUSD Board of Education approval.

Action scheduled for the January 26" board agenda.

Adjourned at 8:30pm.

Next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 2, 2015
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01/05/2016

Hello. I am Joan Gass, Scripps Ranch resident since 1973, education representative for the
original Scripps Ranch community plan, member and chairman of the San Diego Unified School
District Facilities Planning Committee in the 1980s, and retired faculty member at Scripps Ranch
High School. | have been concerned about the educational needs of Scripps Ranch students for
more than 40 years and would like to speak with you about my concerns regarding the Spring
Canyon site.

School sites are acquired and paid for by San Diego taxpayers and through Mello Roos funds in
order to meet the educational needs of the community. They are not acquired to provide
income for the school district. Since the passage of Prop. 13 in the 1970s, local school districts
have lost direct control of funding and have become desperate to find sources to fund
education. Alas, that has meant that districts have established facilities divisions to seek out
possible pieces of real estate that might generate income. This is bad planning and can lead to
devastating results. Both as a volunteer and as an employee, | have watched as the district has
made or attempted to make bad decisions regarding facilities and land. But, do not despair:
action on the part of citizens has resulted in some very important victories for the students of
San Diego.

Let me note quickly at least two examples where the district proposals to generate income
from property have failed. In the 1980s, the district decided to attempt to negotiate a long
term lease of the Dana Jr. High property in Point Loma so that a developer could build a large
condo project. The SDUSD Facility Utilization Committee opposed this plan. A San Diego Grand
Jury met and criticized the district’s efforts. | am happy to say that no condos were build on the
site and that, instead, it has continued to be used as classrooms and offices to serve the needs
of students.

Second, from the inception of planning for Scripps Ranch High School, the district envisioned
that part of the property could belong-term leased to businesses. Scripps Ranch Blvd was laid
out to divide the property, and approximately $300,000 was spent in creating glossy brochures
and other advertising material in an attempt to lease a part of the property. Just as today, the
Facilities Planning Manager argued that there was no need for the school district to set aside
the entire property for a school site. She cited new numbers that appeared to show a projected
decrease in high school enrollment. And, just as today, residents opposed the district with clear
arguments as to the necessity to keep school property for school use. The school district
retracted its position, and Scripps Ranch High School is using the vast majority of the entire
parcel for educational needs such as a building for engineering classes and to house permanent
classrooms for all English and history classes.

Today, similar actions can yield similar results on the Spring Canyon site. Hear me clearly:
SDUSD cannot state with certainty that there could not be an educational use for this property
over the lifetime of the proposed lease. Here’s a possible use of the property: SDUSD, in its
study entitled Caught in the Middle, argued for small middle schools to serve the social,



emotional, and educational needs of middle school students. The Spring Canyon site could be
configured to reduce the enroliment in Marshall Middle School. Also, SDUSD is offering more
and more charter school choices in an effort to both meet the needs of its students and to
retain students whose needs are not met in traditional class settings. The Spring Canyon site
already houses a charter school, thus answering the academic needs of several hundred district
students.

On a positive note, SDUSD has found creative and imaginative responses to the proper
educational use of school property by implementing shared use of sites by charter and
traditional schools. But note well, shared use does not mean allocating less that 2% of a parcel
for educational use. It means assessing all present and possible future educational needs for
school district property. It means being a visionary educational leader, rather than becoming a
property management agency. Good stewards of assets manage the assets; they do not give
them away to the only bidder; they do not look to simple and questionable financial solutions
while overlooking the myriad possibilities to provide a 21* century quality education for the
students they were elected to represent; they do not call for a communitywide brainstorming
session just to ignore valuable suggestions made by the community; they do not take Mello
Roos fees and general fund tax dollars to favor the interests of a developer over the needs of
children.

My 40 years of efforts on behalf of San Diego school children leads me to believe that people of

good will, whether they be San Diego citizens or the San Diego Unified School District School
Board and its employees can work together for an outcome that our children deserve.

Thank you.
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