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1. I am proud to take the opportunity provided by reference (a) to submit enclosure (1) in 
consideration for the 2017 CDR Jim Simpson Award in Group B OAPA-SEC. All work submitted 
for this award was completed within calendar year 201 7. 

2. The Public Affairs program at Sector San Diego is led by one Coast Guard aviator as a 
collateral duty assignment and assisted by two Dl 1 PADET representatives. All successes from 
our program stem from the direct engagement of every active duty, reserve and auxiliary member 
stationed onboard Sector San Diego. This past year the public affairs staff fully capitalized on 
telling the Coast Guard' s story by using the diverse operational backgrounds and knowledge from 
all personnel across the entire Sector in both local and international media. 

3. The Sector San Diego Public Affairs program continues with a straightforward mission - Seek 
every opportunity to tell the Coast Guard's story through proactive interaction with the media, 
community, governmental organizations, foreign diplomats, and one-on-one public 
communications. Sector San Diego has been presented with the unique challenge of an extremely 
competitive media market, spanning the nation's eighth largest city where "military" news is 
heavily influenced by the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps. Despite having just 400 active duty men 
and women in an area where more than 100,000 Navy/Marine Corps personnel are assigned, our 
Public Affairs staff has succeeded in putting the Coast Guard' s history, missions, and community 
involvement at the forefront of public recognition. The Public Affairs program success was 
reinforced by the city of San Diego' s designation as a Coast Guard City in 2017. 

4. Media Relations/Social Media: Sector San Diego remains the "face" of the Coast Guard in San 
Diego in both broadcast and print media. In 2017, the Sector staff generated 30 press releases and 
facilitated over 3 hours of national and international television news coverage of Coast Guard 
related stories. Sector was featured on all local television news stations, Univision, and in the San 
Diego Union Tribune. Sector Public Affairs information reached local, national and international 
news headlines through TV, social and print media. Most notable were: The rescues of 17 Santa 
Barbara mudslide victims generating viewership of over 1.5 million nationally and internationally 
and local contribution of personnel and assets to the hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria response 
efforts. Sector maintains an exemplary Facebook page to foster internal and external 
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communication through safety messages, Command recognition, Coast Guard member highlights 
and keeping the public informed to the maximum extent possible. In 2017, each post made to the 
page received an average of 6,000 views. The page also increased its followership by over 25% 
over previous years. 

5. Community Relations: In 2017, Sector's community relations program reached over 1 million 
people with involvement in events nearly every week pf the year. Representatives of Sector San 
Diego provided 60+ presentations to tour groups totaling 1,000+ people, and acted as feature 
guests for 1 O+ public speaking engagements educating public and civic agencies on the Coast 
Guard's roles and missions. Sector Public Affairs continued outstanding relationships with the San 
Diego Padres, San Diego Gulls and San Diego State University in profiling the Coast Guard 
during pregame and halftime ceremonies to crowds of over 40,000 people. Sector San Diego's 
own MK2 Mike Dalager was even invited to sign the National Anthem at the opening game of the 
2017 World Series in a broadcast that reached nearly 10 million viewers. The staff facilitated 
involvement in numerous community volunteer events, from "Surf with a Cop" to "Project 
LEAD", and with the Sector's active Partnership In Education program. Sector's surface and 
aviation assets were displayed in air shows, SAR demos, 15+ flyovers, and 60+ static displays. 

6. Internal Communication: Sector's staff capitalized on initiatives to spread information and 
foster morale. In addition to detailed plans of the week, the Sector PA staff helped organize 15+ 
all-hands gatherings, constructed a unit "Officer Profile Book" and made a CY2017 unit fact sheet 
ensuring that all Sector members would always have keen situational awareness of our operations. 

7. Communications Planning: Tremendous coordination for unified messaging across the entire 
Sector was required during 60+ distinguished visitor groups totaling over 400 distinguished 
visitors, including AO+ military flag officers or civilian equivalent SES officials. SSD public 
affairs team made use of a Strategic Communications Plan developed by SSD leadership that 
specifically outlined the messages of premier importance for communicating to the public. In 
order to facilitate a unified coalition in confronting transnational crime, Sector hosts the weekly 
briefs for the San Diego Regional Coordinating Mechanism (ReCoM). The ReCoM brings 
together representatives from the Coast Guard, Customs and Border Protection, State Parks, 
Lifeguard Service, US Navy, and California National Guard, among other agencies. The ReCoM 
in San Diego has garnered national attention and the ReCoM public affairs working groups vets all 
photo, video, and press releases related to joint efforts prior to release to ensure consistent 
messaging and shared recognition among interagency partners. 

8. Reputation Management: Through strategic imagery and messaging, SSD's public affairs team 
drove initiatives such as a new Coast Guard Exhibit at the San Diego Veteran's Museum. In 
addition to the local community, Sector San Diego presented the Coast Guard's capabilities and 
missions to civic and military leaders from around the world, including visits by delegations from 
Germany, Egypt, Mexico, and 10+ western hemisphere nations. 

9. Please direct questions to LT Christopher Schleck, Public Affairs Officer, at 619-278-7020. 
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Sector  San  Diego  Publ ic  Af fa ir s   

At a Glance 

 424 Active Duty & 

Reserve Personnel 

 600 Auxiliary 

Personnel 

 T h r e e  M H - 6 0 T 

Medium Response & 

Recovery Helicopters 

 Three 87’ WPBs and 

one 110’ WPB 

 AOR includes nearly 

166,000 square miles 

with an extensive 

i n l a n d  A O R , 

equivalent to the size 

of the entire state of 

California 

Contents 

Sector San Diego “Semper Paratus”  

With over 400 personnel on board, 

Sector San Diego is one of the few 

Sectors with an attached Air Station 

component and is responsible for 

conducting 10 out of 11 Coast 

Guard missions in the San Diego 

area. 

US Coast Guard Sector San Diego (SSD) Public Affairs consists of 

one collateral duty aviator, PADET San Diego (with two 

members), and all members of SSD.   

EVERY member of the unit is a Public Affairs 

representative which is a constant approach for our unit.  

Whether it is Active Duty, Reserve, Auxiliary, Enlisted or Officer, 

all members can have an impact on Public Affairs and frequently do 

here in San Diego. The mission of the SSD Public Affairs 

Department is to provide our public with prompt and professional 

products/information while still maintaining mission effectiveness. 

In addition, a proactive approach to public affairs has been central 

to the department’s strategy whereby frequent communication 

with local partner agencies, local media and constant training of 

our own members has led to our Public Affairs success. 

USCG SECTOR SAN DIEGO  

Sector Public 

Affairs 

3 

Media Rela-

tions and 

Social Media 

5 

Community 

Relations 

8 

Internal 

Communica-

tions 

13 

Government 

Relations 

16 
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E V E R Y  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  u n i t  i s  a  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . . .  

Sector San Diego made every effort to ensure all Sector departments, divisions, and personnel were actively engaged in Public Affairs. 

  
Sector Commander 

  

     

  
Deputy Sector Commander 

  

     

Command Master Chief 
 

Sector Command Center 
 

Chief Petty Officers 

**Coordinated visits to local VA Hospitals. **Led efforts 

for approval of first ever Coast Guard Enlisted Associa-

tion San Diego Chapter.  **Assisted with coordination of 

CG Day at SD Padres. **Coordinated with local families 

for a 4th of July BBQ and morale day onboard SSD, best 

view in town for the fireworks!  

 

**Provided Joint Harbor Operations Center tour and 

presentation to 60+ distinguished visitor groups of over 

350 people,  **Provided multiple interviews for media 

agencies and speaking engagements telling the story of 

SSD for operations in the AOR.  **Most active partner 

with SSD PA staff* 

 

**Coordinated 7th Annual CG Golf tournament, 

**Participated in Toys for Tots toy drive + canned food drive 

in San Diego area, **Partnered with YMCA to assist junior 

enlisted members with flying home for the holidays, 

**Partnered with Navy League to recognize one CG spouse 

for their volunteer services with a variety of issues common 

to military families.  
  

Auxiliary Sector Coordinator 
 

Intelligence Staff 
 

Planning Department 

**Organized and participated in SSD footprint at largest 

air show in CA, **Photographed Coast Guard community 

events such as Bullhead City Regatta, local parades and 

distinguished visitor events, **Supported SSD tours, 

JROTC visits, scouting events, Sector Open House, 

Distinguished Visitors at the Point Loma Light House, and 

family morale events.   

 

** Provided intelligence briefs for VIP visits, 

**Coordinated and executed all Partnership In Education 

events. Partnered with local schools and volunteered  a 

combined total of up to 200+ mentoring/tutoring hours.  

 

**Oversaw planning and execution of San Diego ReCoM 

providing law enforcement coordination and Public Affairs 

MOA’s between 20 federal, state, and local agencies, 

  

Logistics Department 
 

Response Department 
 

Prevention Department 

       

Admin/Personnel Division 
 

Incident Management Division 
 

Inspections Division 

**Staffed and oversaw a 6 member color guard that 

marched in  community events ranging from football 

games, baseball games, funerals, changes of command 

retirements and parades reaching as many as 200,000+ 

people. **Distributed Plan of the Week informing Sector 

personnel of important events, **Lead volunteer for 

Meals on Wheels providing thousands of meals to local 

seniors in need. 

 

**Provided 200+ foot patrols educating public on boating 

safety reaching 11,000 recreational vessels in San Diego. 

**Participated in operation clean sweep cleaning up San 

Diego Harbor and adjourning shorelines**Provided 

project officers for 15 DV plans. 

 

 

**Complex advising for press releases & live interviews for 

illegal charter outreach. **Project officers for 6 DV plans. 

**Members participated in multiple interviews with local 

media discussing public safety in regards to cases in San Diego.    

  

Finance/Supply Division  Enforcement Division  Waterways Management Division 
**Members volunteered for multiple media and communi-

ty relations events such as the Sector Open House and 

CG Day at SDSU Home Football Game.  **First line of 

coordination for all DV visits to San Diego. **Active in 

Monarch charity school in the Partners in Education 

program.  

 

**Sector Boarding Team provided demonstrations for  

tour groups, **Scheduling officer coordinated media ride-

alongs and static displays for media and DV requests.  
 

          Sector responded to 189 pollution cases, recovering 

1400 gallons of oil, and led the region’s National Pre-

paredness and Response Exercise Program. Additional-

ly, nine Civil Penalty cases against maritime operators 

totaling $46K in fines, and led a $1 million clean-up 

effort to remove 3500 gallon oil spill from San Diego 

   

Engineering/Support Division 
 

Patrol Boats 
 

Investigations Division 

**Supported static displays of the MH-60T for community 

and DV tours, **Provided 4 project officers for DV plans. 

**Provided members to march in the MLK Parade, 

**Rescue Swimmer provided survival training for Arizona 

Air National Guard teaching survival and how to be 

visible to CG SAR assets.  **Highly visible participation in 

July 4th SAR demonstration in front of thousands of San 

Diegans.  

 

**Supported tours and 60+ DV visits with static displays, 

**Conducted media ride alongs, **Conducted multiple 

DV ride alongs, **Featured in local and national coverage 

of drug recovery cases. 

 

 

**Represented + facilitated USCG SSD in second Annual 

Camp Pendleton Surf Contest. **Planned and assisted in 

interviews with local media involving high visibility safety 

campaign. 

  

  
Station San Diego 

  

  

**Supported 60+ static displays of 33' and 45' response 

boats,  **Conducted media and DV ride alongs, 

**Featured in local and national coverage of drug recov-

ery & SAR cases. 

  

  
Aviation Division 

  

  

 **Provided 19 familiarization flights for DVs. **Provided 

project officers for 23 DV plans.  

   



5 

 

 Media Relations  

Sector San Diego planned and 

executed a public affairs plan which 

including scheduled visits to local 

media outlets. The public affairs 

team demonstrated that its priority 

is to be a familiar face to local 

media before a newsworthy event 
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Social media  

In 2017 our average post reached  nearly 6,000 persons from a local, national and 

international viewership. Our total viewership increased by approximately 25% jumping 

from 4,300 to 5,700 followers.    
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Facebook highlights 

Highlights from this year include 

“check ins” from the command,  

personnel spotlights highlighting 

member thankfulness during the 

holiday season! U.S. Coast Guard 

Sector San Diego’s page was also 

officially confirmed by Facebook as 

one of the few Coast Guard pages 

officially certified as an authentic CG 

site ! 

Sector San Diego’s public affairs staff maintained an engaging 

and responsive Facebook page that facilitated internal and 

external communication. The page was used to highlight 

important events going on at the Sector, keep the public 

informed on search and rescue cases, recognize outstanding 

personnel, and generate open communication between the 

public and Sector San Diego.  
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C o m m u n i t y  R e l at i o n s  

Sector San Diego takes great pride in being a part of the San Diego community in Southern California. The Commander’s mission for public affairs 

is to present the Coast Guard and Sector to the community as an active participant in improving San Diego’s morale, safety and local area. The 

Sector continues to be committed to educating the people on, and telling the Coast Guard story to the public. As each member is a part of the 

community we are able to focus on events that are not only great for the San Diego area but are also near and dear to our members’ hearts. From 

reading books to children, marching in parades and providing static displays, we are ready to serve the city the San Diego! 

 Sector San Diego was designated the 21st and 

largest Coast Guard City. The 400+ Celebration 

attendees included two Congressmen, the Com-

mandant of the Coast Guard and  the Mayor of 

San Diego.  

 Participated in 15+ Aviation Demos throughout 

the San Diego AOR! 

 Hosted 60+ Distinguished Visitor/VIP groups, 

including the Under-Secretary For Management 

and the Inter-American Defense College. 

 Active participant with local schools, initiated 

Sector San Diego Patch Design Competition 

with the San Diego Unified School District. 

Dedicated 350+ hours of support community 

education initiatives in 2017.  

 Participate in San Diego Fleet Week, Veterans 

Parade and the DHS contingent of the Martin 

Luther King Day Parade! 

 Supported 10+ local college and professional 

athletic events including San Diego Padres, 

SDSU, and the San Diego Gulls. 

 Provided tours and presentations to boy scouts, 

girl scouts, JROTC, and local high/mid/

elementary schools!  

 

 

 

Highl ights  

Coast Guard Appreciation Day with the Padres 

St. Francis School and King Chavez Primary 
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Tours  & On-Base  Presentat ions  

Sector San Diego takes great pride in introducing people to the Coast 

Guard. Our members are passionate about their service and are 

extremely enthusiastic when educating the community about the Coast 

Guard, its missions and the Sector. In 2017 we provided tours and 

presentations to more than 40 groups totaling more than 600 people. 

DHS partners, senior groups, youth groups, politicians, foreign delegates, 

charitable organizations, and even prospective Coast Guard members 

have all been guests at here at Sector San Diego.  

Visiting groups enjoy the experience of being educated in Coast Guard 

basics covering service details to include missions, locations and 

organization. Tour attendees have the opportunity to actually sit in the 

MH-60T Jayhawk, walk the decks of 87 foot patrol boats, as well as the 

33’ and 45’ response boats.  While touring, they meet and get to speak 

with the duty experts in these areas to get real world operational 

information and have their questions answered by enthusiastic junior and 

senior members. 

All ages and backgrounds 

welcome! 600+ Accommodated 

JROTC Visits! 

Local Boy Scout Eagle Project at 

Sector San Diego 

Coast Guard City Designation 

Partners in Education 

Coast Guard Day Open 

House 

Congressional Visits 

JROTC Visits 
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An MH60T helicopter over flew the parade as members marched through 

downtown. During the MLK parade the Coast Guard marched under the DHS 

banner along with Customs & Border Protection, Immigration & Customs 

Enforcement, Citizenship Immigration Services, Homeland Security Investigations, 

and Transportation Security Administration. 

The MLK parade took place on January 14th 2017 as the Sector marched with 

more than 150 DHS members.     

 

This year Sector San Diego had the distinct pleasure of participating in the San Diego 

Parade honoring the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr and the nations veterans as well 

as displaying ships and demonstrations during San Diego Fleet Week! 

 

 

 

 

Veterans  Day, F leet  Week and  MLK Day!  

A Sector San Diego Jayhawks deploys a rescue swim-

mer as a demonstration during the San Diego Fleet 

Weeks Parade of ships! 
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Fly-over's , SAR 

Demo’s  & Air  Shows!  

Sector San Diego takes pride in coordinating & exceeding the community expectation by supporting the San Diego Area 

with demonstrations from our aviation assets. To celebrate the centennial of aviation along with the arrival of our 

centennial themed aircraft, Sector San Diego supported 14 aerial demonstrations and numerous air shows. From 22-24 

September, 2017, Sector San Diego, Marine Safety and Security Team 91109, ANT San Diego and local Coast Auxiliary 

participated in the largest military air show within the United States. Each entity enhanced the Coast Guard’s footprint 

in an event that promoted a positive Coast Guard image to over 800,000 participants.  

C o a s t  G u a r d  D a y  O p e n  H o u s e  

C o a s t  G u a r d  A p p r e c i a t i o n  D a y  

F l y  O v e r  a t  t h e  P a d r e ’ s  S t a d i u m  



12 

 

 

Sector San Diego is very proud of to support our local sporting clubs and professional teams by participates in Military 

Appreciation Games, Bowl Games, Parades, ball tosses and flyovers.  This year Sector San Diego supported 6 SDSU 

Aztec events, 4 San Diego Padres events and 1 San Diego Gulls events with more than 100 participating members.  

Sector San Diego’s own MK2 Mike Dalager was even selected to sign the National Anthem at the opening game of the 

2017 World Series! 

Sport ing Events  
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Internal  Communication 

Communicating effectively to approximately 1,000 personnel can be a challenging task.  However, the Command at Sector San Diego has done an 

excellent job of introducing new methods of communication in addition to using traditional (and underutilized) methods.  Sector San Diego has 

tapped the valuable resources of the Reserves, Auxiliary, spouses, and ombudsmen to assist in the dissemination of Internal Information.  Finally, 

the unit has implemented a campaign during the year to encourage Sector members to be a part of the public affairs realm by taking their own 

photos and submitting them to the public affairs office.   These photos were then used to promote the unit and the great work of the members in 

the social media outlet. 

Hangar 2 Photo Wall 

 

With more than 70 personnel attached to the Aviation Engineering 

division of Sector San Diego, it  is the largest division in the Sector.  

It remains important to the command to showcase the professionals 

attached to the division in a picture board in the hangar.  Taking 

pride in history and legacy has always been high priority, as well.  

The hallway also houses approximately 40 historic USCG 

photographs. Maintaining these, along with official portraits for 

Sector personnel and command, is certainly an honor. 

Sector Fact Sheet 
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Keeping  Ever yone  In formed and Invo lved !  

Plan of the Week 

and Unit Fact 
Officer Profiles 

The public affairs office comprehensively updated 

our officer profile book. This book included a 

short bio on all 50 active duty officers at 

Sector San Diego. A hard copy was provided to 

the command and a living electronic copy is 

available to all personnel at Sector. This book 

provides a unique opportunity to express yourself 

to the command and learn about fellow officers. 

In order to keep the members of the sector informed, Sector San 

Diego has been committed to providing an updated plan of the week 

and unit fact sheet. Members can easily access this document in 

order to know exactly what direction the command is leading the 

unit on a weekly basis. YNCS publishes the plan sent out via email 

to all members.  
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Morale  and Wel l  Be ing !  
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g o v e r n m e n ta l  R e l at i o n s  

Whether it is the proximity to the border, multi-mission capabilities, interoperability, or fabulous weather, Sector San Diego has one of the 

strongest governmental relations campaigns in the Coast Guard.  Almost every week, Sector San Diego hosts a Distinguished Visitor group to 

promote our strong working relationship with other organizations in the Regional Coordinating Mechanism (ReCoM), provide briefings on 

general Coast Guard operations, or highlight our unique AOR containing the US-Mexico maritime border.  In 2017, Sector San Diego hosted 

60+ distinguished visitors/VIP groups involving more than 500 people and 1,600 unit labor hours.  Moreover, the partnerships amongst Sector 

San Diego and local, state + federal partners is unrivaled. On any given day you will see an assortment of training, operations or general esprit 

de corps shared amongst all that are lucky enough to be working in San Diego. 

 Secretary John Kelly 

 Attorney General Jeff Sessions 

 The Commandant  

 House Committee on Science and 

Technology 

 House and Senate Appropriation 

Committee on Homeland Security, 

CODEL 

 NORTHCOM 

 VADM Ray 

 APEX 45 (40+ DOD civilian senior 

leaders) 

 Congressman Peters 

 Senate Appropriations Committee, 

STAFFDEL 

 VADM Midgette 

 RDML Sokalzuk 

 Pacific Council 

 Congressman Hunter 

 RADM Vogt 

 Grossmont College Professors 

 RDML Vojvodich 

 DHS CFO 

 Senator Manchin 

 Cyber and Port Security STAFFDEL 

And many more!! 

D i s t i n g u i s h e d  

V i s i t o r s  

 

Admiral Zukunft and Jess Sessions at the Pier 10 San Diego Drug Offload 

Sector San Diego Routinely host visits from Congressman, Senators, and Staffers from 

Around the Nation! 
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The “DV” P lan  

and Govt . 

Re lat ions  

cont inued. . .  

With 60+ “distinguished visitor” groups visiting Sector San Diego in 2017, tremendous coordination 

and planning across the entire Sector was used to properly accommodate these groups.  The Sector 

Public Affairs department provided oversight ensuring organized, informative, and welcoming visits 

could occur without interrupting a busy operational unit. Sector San Diego Public Affairs utilized a 

uniform “DV” plan assigned to a project officer to ensure all appropriate coordination could occur. 

The DV plan provided tasking to various departments in order to make each visit a success. In 

addition, the plan allowed for various officers from different backgrounds (not just the Public Affairs 

officers) to be involved with local, national, foreign military, governmental, and civilian organizations. 

With such a high number of visits, every junior officer on base was afforded the 

opportunity to excel and be involved with “DV” visits this year. 

C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e  S h e l l e y  Z i m m e r m a n  

o f  t h e  S a n  D i e g o  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  

a d d r e s s e s  S e c t o r  S a n  D i e g o  d u r i n g  

W o m e n ’ s  H i s t o r y  M o n t h   

S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H o m e l a n d  

S e c u r i t y  J o h n  K e l l y  
M a y o r ’ s  D e s i g n a t i o n  

o f  “ J a y h a w k  D a y ”  




