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New San Diego Public Library Program 
Offers Library Cards for Youngest Patrons 
‘MY FIRST LIBRARY CARD’ FEATURES ODI THE COYOTE AND COMES 

WITH OTHER SPECIAL SURPRISES 
 

SAN DIEGO – The San Diego Public Library (SDPL) is launching a new program to support early literacy 
development and foster a lifelong love of reading. Starting today, Jan. 18, children under the age of five 
can sign up for My First Library Card, a special library card designed just for them.  
 
“We know that reading to children from a young age improves their future literacy,” said Library 
Director Misty Jones. ”The My First Library Card program builds on that knowledge by introducing 
children to the library at an early age and setting them up to be readers for life.“   
 
My First Library Card features SDPL’s mascot Odi the Coyote reading in front of a stack of books. To get a 
card, children and their parents or guardians can visit any SDPL location offering services. When they 
enroll in the program, kids will receive the library card, an opportunity to take their picture in front of an 
Odi frame and, while supplies last, a copy of the Odi’s Library Day book and an Odi stuffed animal. 
 
While at the library, children can also sign up for SDPL’s 1,000 Books Before Kindergarten program. The 
program encourages parents and caregivers to read 1,000 books before children start school. Reading 
can be tracked online or on paper reading logs and children earn prizes along the way. 
 
For more information on My First Library Card and available library services, visit the SDPL webpage.  
 
About the San Diego Public Library  
With a vision of being the place for opportunity, discovery and inspiration, the San Diego Public Library is a hub for 
knowledge and lifelong learning. As the largest library system in the region, it serves a population of more than 1.4 
million people. Learn about events at the San Diego Central Library @ Joan Λ Irwin Jacobs Common and 35 
community branch libraries, find links to programs and resources or search for materials in the online catalog 
at www.sandiegolibrary.org.  
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