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Roundtable Meeting #2 

Meeting Objectives and Agenda  
• Review the purpose of the Engagement Plan and align on content provided.
• Iden�fy environmental jus�ce topics commonly addressed through the organiza�on's exis�ng

work and which topics can be expanded upon.
• Share engagement strategies to inform ac�vi�es incorporated into Engagement Plans.

Agenda 

Time Sec�on 

2:00 – 2:10 PM Icebreaker 
2:10 – 2:15 PM Review of Engagement Scope 
2:15 – 3:20 PM Ac�vi�es to help inform Dra� Engagement Plans 
3:20 – 3:30 PM Next Steps 

Project Team Present at the Meeting 
Facilitator: Christian Rodriguez, Senior Community Associate (Kounkuey Design Initiative (KDI)) 
Consultant Project Team: KDI 

• Jorge Cañes, Planning Coordinator| Mar�n Gil, Community Coordinator | Robert Douglass,
Senior Design Coordinator

City Planning Department Project Team 

• Sameera Rao, Assistant Deputy Director | Paola Boylan, Senior Planner | Audrey Rains,
Management Intern

Community-Based Organiza�ons 

• Kim Heinle, Bayside Community Center
• Cynthia Tecson, Bikes del Pueblo
• Mathew Pendergra�, Bikes del Pueblo
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Community-Based Organiza�ons (Con�nued) 

• Alejandro Amador, Casa Familiar
• Jesse Ramirez, City Heights CDC
• Manny Rodriguez, City Heights CDC
• Carmina Paz, Urban Collabora�ve Project

Summary 
Icebreaker 

Par�cipants introduced themselves to con�nue to get familiarized with group members. 

Review of Engagement Scope 

An overview of the purpose and goal of the engagement plan was provided to inform engagement 
ac�vi�es.  

Ac�vi�es to help inform Dra� Engagement Plans 

Ac�vity 1 – The group worked on building a shared language to share why it is important to address 
environmental jus�ce issues in San Diego. The language was refined, and a poster was developed to 
share with community members at future events (see Appendix A).  

Ac�vity 2 – Par�cipants indicated each topic the organiza�on has touched on during past engagement to 
inform exper�se and opportuni�es for further engagement.  

Ac�vity 3 – Discussed types of ques�ons that can be asked during the engagement process to gather 
informa�on on each of the environmental jus�ce issues required to be addressed by SB 1000. Together, 
the group developed dra� ques�ons that (1) help inform the EJ Element, (2) are understandable to 
people who aren’t heavily immersed in the topics, and (3) are relevant to community members. 
Ques�ons were refined and expanded upon for each topic and those used throughout this process are 
provided by topic in Appendix B. 

Ac�vity 4 - Different Engagement Strategies were discussed and par�cipants selected which ac�vi�es 
they would like to carry out to support the Environmental Jus�ce Element engagement process.  

Ac�vity 5 - Organiza�ons shared upcoming events where engagement ac�vi�es could possibly be carried 
out to begin to develop an events �meline.  

Activity visuals can be found in Appendix C. 

Next Steps 

Par�cipants aligned on content to be included in the dra� engagement plans for each organiza�on and 
agreed to meet with KDI for one-on-one mee�ngs to discuss. As part of this effort, KDI shared a template 
to facilitate the process.  
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EnvironmEntal justicE
in san diEgo 

San Diego is a fantastic city to live, work, and 
play. Nevertheless, people that live in our city 
lack access to clean air and opportunities to 
enjoy the outdoors, resulting in poorer overall 
physical and mental health. These issues 
disproportionately challenge marginalized, 
low-income communities of color. Let’s work 
together to take action today to preserve our 
environment and improve our communities so 
that present and future generations benefit in 
advancing environmental justice.
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Questions to Inform Outreach Activities 

Reduce pollution exposure and improve air quality. 
1. What are some places you drive to? Select all that apply.

a. Grocery Store
b. School
c. Parks
d. Beach
e. Work
f. Share what other places to frequently visit. ____________________

2. What are some amenities needed within your community that would help you
reduce the number of trips you take in car, or the distance it takes to get there?

3. Are there any factories or waste sites near where you live? If so, can you share any
health concerns due to the presence of factories or waste sites for you and your
family, or how it affects your daily life?

4. How would you rate the air quality in your community?
a. Very poor
b. Poor
c. Fair
d. Good
e. Excellent

5. Does the air quality in your community affect your health or activities in your daily
life? Please explain how.

Promote public facilities. 
1. Do the public spaces and services in your community meet your needs?

a. Strongly disagree
b. Disagree
c. Agree
d. Strongly Agree
e. Don’t know

2. What are some amenities you would like to see in your community?

3. Community members in my community have access (vehicular, public transit, or
pedestrian/bicycle) to public spaces, parks and libraries?

a. Strongly disagree
b. Disagree
c. Agree
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Questions to Inform Outreach Activities 

d. Strongly Agree
e. Don’t know

4. What are some features that make you feel safe and comfortable in public spaces?
Select all that apply.

a. Well-lit paths
b. Well-maintained, clean spaces and facilities
c. Multiple entrance points
d. Spaces that are visible from a distance and connected to adjacent buildings
e. Activities for all age groups
f. Wide and continuous sidewalks
g. Safe intersections (e.g. high visibility crosswalk, audible pedestrian signs,

intersections separating pedestrians from cars)
h. Streets with lower speed limits

Promote food access. 
1. Are you able to easily get fresh and healthy food you need in your area?

a. Never
b. Rarely
c. Sometimes
d. Often
e. Always

2. Where are you able to access fresh and healthy foods in your area?
a. Major grocery stores
b. Farmers markets
c. Street vendors
d. Community gardens
e. Home garden

3. How does the availability of good quality food affect your dining experience?

4. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement:
“I am satisfied with the healthy and culturally suitable food options available in my
area.”

a. Strongly disagree
b. Disagree
c. Agree
d. Strongly agree
e. Don’t know
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Questions to Inform Outreach Activities 

5. How important is it for you to have access to healthy and culturally suitable food
options?

a. Not at all important
b. Slightly important
c. Moderately important
d. Very important
e. Extremely important

6. Do you sometimes have to make food choices based on what's affordable rather
than healthy?

a. Never
b. Rarely
c. Sometimes
d. Often
e. Always

7. Where do you shop for food?

8. How far do you have to travel to buy fresh and healthy food?

a. 5 minutes or less
b. 6 - 10 minutes
c. 11-15 minutes
d. 16 minutes or more

9. Do you ever walk/roll, bike or take transit to get there?
a. Never
b. Rarely
c. Sometimes
d. Often
e. Always

10. What are the primary reasons you choose to walk/roll, bike or take transit to get
groceries?

a. Close
b. Convenient
c. Safe to reach
d. I don’t have a car
e. Other: _______
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Questions to Inform Outreach Activities 

Promote safe and sanitary homes. 
1. How would you describe the condition of your current living space?

a. Very poor
b. Poor
c. Fair
d. Good
e. Excellent

2. Are there any concerns about safety, maintenance, or repairs? Please explain.

3. Does your home provide you and your family with a comfortable and healthy living
environment?

a. Strongly disagree
b. Disagree
c. Agree
d. Strongly agree
e. Don’t know

4. Are there any issues you'd like to improve? Please explain.

5. What are the most important deciding factors when looking for a place to live?

6. Does housing affordability affect aspects of your daily life or well-being? How?

Promote “civic engagement” in the public decision-making process. 
1. Where do you find trustworthy information about what is happening in your community?

For example, what places, groups, or news sources? (e.g. church, school, newspaper,
community organization, TV news, internet news.)

2. How can we improve language access so non-English speakers can fully understand
and participate in civic engagement activities?
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Questions to Inform Outreach Activities 

9



City of San Diego's Environmental
Justice Roundtables: Interactive Digital
Whiteboard Activities

Roundtable 2

Date of the event: August 23, 2023

Facilitator: KDI

Organizations: Bayside Community Center, Bikes del Pueblo, Casa Familiar, City Heights CDC, Urban

Collaborative Project
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