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Planning a Vibrant Downtown for All

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
November 15, 2023, 5:30 PM

12th Floor Committee Room, City Hall, 202 C Street, San Diego, CA, 92101

I. Call to Order 5:34 pm
A. Roll Call completed, quorum established (12 of 13 (6 vacancies)) established.
B. In attendance: Rodriguez, Lauer, Link, Eddy, Gu, Helmer, Randolph, Saldana,

Schwarz, Villarina, Werve; (Virtual) Bargmann, Absent (1) Winslow
C. SEP Minutes: Bergman, Schwarz abstained(absent). Approved unanimously (10)
D. Board Vacancies:

1. Nancy Wilson-Ramon, Cortez Hill, Resigned
2. Nima Bahrami, Little Italy, Resident, 4 absences 2003
3. Edward Kaen, Horton Gaslamp Core, Business
4. Ongoing vacancies (3): Columbia Biz, Marina Biz, Little Italy, Biz

II. Non-Agenda Public Comment
A. Public Comment heard promoting wayfinding

III. Community Reports Representatives from Elected Officials and Agencies:

A. Mayor’s Office (Virtual):
1. Email Report provided issues.
2. Crime Stoppers Street Light monitor, approved, operational JAN 2024
3. Brief Comments regarding operational status of Safe Sleeping Lot O
4. In response to board question – Lot O waiting Environmental Approval,

efficient use of services
B. Councilmember Whitburn’s Office (District 3) (Bridget Naso, Sr. Policy Advisor,

attending in Emily absence):
1. Children's Park opened 11/14/23. Several families, some with dogs,

present
2. Housing 2.0 did not pass the City Council. Whitburn working amendments
3. Pedicab regulations on Port Property regarding motorized, noise, operator

helmet being written. D3 Whitburn is pursuing similar objectives
4. Budget Survey review and input encouraged

https://www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd3/fy25-budget-survey
5. Lot O is operational. 150 tents occupied, DSDP is partner administering

1/3 of Lot O. Staffing is increasing to support more tent occupancy

https://www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd3/fy25-budget-survey
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6. Street Light Maintenance concerns should be reported to CD3 (Get It
Done report, cc Emily). This item had significant member interest.

C. Supervisor Nora Vargas (Paola Aguirre):
1. Highlighted County side Homelessness and Strategies Event (RTFH)
2. Provided update to Micro Homes Program
3. Supervisor remains responsive to commercial concerns

D. Planning (Brian Schoenfisch):
1. Children’s Park Open
2. Use of Public Spaces was important in COVID recovery
3. Reviewed Parks and Open Spaces Planning Map (Story Mp)
4. Highlighted new housing on Beech
5. Project Development log updated for JULY – JAN
6. JAN/FEB 2023 :Land Development Code Update focus on Pedestrians,

Parking lot, updates
7. 2024 Land Development Update is open on on-line portal

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/programs/land-development-code/ldc-
update-request

8. In response to member questions (Rodriguez) – FAR consideration
provided for Commercial Units on Ground Floor – Brian not sure of final
results but encouraged to be persistent; (Saladana) Workshops are
available to review 2023 updates

IV. Teleconferencing / Virtual Meeting Participation Policy
A. Handout re proposed rules re official teleconference location Action Item

1. Brief Board Discussion following introduction at October Board meeting.
Recognized that there are conflict guidelines and poorly documented
conclusions. Agreement across the board that policy should be
forwarded to City Attorney for consideration and feedback.

2. Chloe Motioned to Forward to City Attny, JP 2nd. Unanimous board
approval

V. City & Airport Authority Adding More Traffic Lances to Grape Street
A. DCPC to make a Recommendation Action Item

1. Introduction by Manny with reference to OCT SANDAG presentation,
KPBS article and Community Feedback provided with agenda and
reference to LIA negative feedback.

2. Board Discussion highlights included cars speeding on neighborhood
Grape Street to get from Harbor to Route 5 N/S entrances, loss of parking

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/programs/land-development-code/ldc-update-request
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/programs/land-development-code/ldc-update-request
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spaces, loss of pedestrian safety, degradation of bike safety, failure of
mass transit planning, missed opportunity to consider Laurel Street, short
sighted urban community degradation, detriment to commerce and
movement within neighborhood.

3. Manny motioned to oppose the 4th travel lane and amend the Downtown
Mobility Plan to remove the 4th lane from Grape; Chloé seconded.
Motion passed 10-2. Eddy and Schwarz voted no.

VI. Neighborhood Use Permits
A. Juniper & Ivy Outdoor Dining (Dan) Action Item

1. NUP requested for outdoor dining.
2. Features include Neighborhood Enhancements including Outdoor dining

structure, use of outdoors, used to be valet. Responded to board that
structure would not block traffic flow (more commercial and casual) or
cause increase in accidents or reduce safety.

3. Schwarz motion to approve; Randolph second. Passed Unanimously.
B. Radian Map Extension (Target Bldg) (Jason Wood, Cisterra) Action Item

1. Request is to develop tax savings advantaged commercial condo project.
Map update is to convert Residential Common area in single
condominium project. Will not detract from commercial development.

2. Eddy move to approve; Schwarz second. Unanimous board approval.
C. Market Street Gas Station Expansion & Drive Through Action Item

1. No presenter. Public objection as not pedestrian friendly.
2. Manny intro and board comments focused on inconsistencies with

downtown community plan, Ordinance, detriment to vehicles traveling
West, Drive Through is not beautifying the area, densley populated area
should be pedestrian friendly. Positive comments favored improvement to
area commerce.

3. Lauer motion to oppose; Werve second. Motion in Opposition Passed
7-4-1. Bargmann, Eddy, Helmer, Schwarz voting in opposition to the
Motion. Villarina abstained.

VII. Committee Reports
A. Committee Appointments

1. Open invitation for committee appointments Action Item
2. New Committee Appointments:

a) Design Review: Randolph, Villarina
b) Communications: Helmer, Werve
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c) Public Spaces: Saladana
d) Entrepreneurs: Villarina

3. Public (M. Soriano) expressed concerns that missing committees included
Ordinance, Transportation, Permit Development, New Issues (would help
build knowledge base)

B. CPG Application Task Force – Bob Link Action Item
1. Bob presented overview of draft CPG application provided with agenda.

Highlighted issues include community oriented, Inclusiveness, Connection
with other communities, connect with transportation,Youth opportunities in
nonvoting positions (concern expressed re liability)

2. Randolph, others expressed confidence in the Task Force and Officers to
complete the application based on current strengths.

3. Bargmann motioned to continue to conclusion with confidence in board,
Villarina seconded. Passed Unanimously.

C. Public Spaces Committee – Manny Rodriguez
1. Manny shared anticipation of Padres feedback.

D. Communications
1. Website Update – Manny shared the website was starting to look

acceptable and many of its functions were back. Still has a few more
important pieces missing but hopeful they will be online soon..

E. Chair’s Report - Manny Rodriguez
1. Little Italy Historical Designations – Manny shared - review is in process
2. Vacant Seat Announcements – Introduced Adam Wilson as applicant for

Cortez Resident seat for remainder of term expiring MAR 2024.
Continuing outreach for other 5 vacancies.

VIII. Adjournment 8:05 pm Next meeting on December 20th 5:30pm. Committee Room
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Electronic Public Comments for November 2023 Board Meeting

Comments on Grape Street Additional Traffic Lane:

Jeremy Fancher

Brer Marsh



6

Planning a Vibrant Downtown for All

Maxwell

“SD Commenter”



7

Planning a Vibrant Downtown for All



8

Planning a Vibrant Downtown for All

Raymond Lindeman II

Marisa
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Harry Bubbins (Chair, La Jolla Planning Group)
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Zach Thompson
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Sanjay Stone

Connor Proctor

booksbikesandbeer
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Nicole Burgess
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Zaccary Bradt

Jimmy K
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Connor Proctor

Comments on Market Street Gas Station:

Mat

booksbikesandbeer


