
Meetings will be recorded. PUBLIC COMMENT: Any member of the public may address the Committee on any agenda item during agenda 
item public comment, or on any matter not presently pending or previously discussed at the Committee that is within the Committee’s 
area of responsibility during non-agenda public comment. Each public comment speaker is limited to three (3) minutes. In addition to in-
person attendance, members of the public may submit their comments via a public comment webform, or they may join the meeting as 
a “webinar attendee” at the link provided in the Commission or Committee meeting website. For members of the public wishing to 
address the Committee under Public Comment via the webform prior to the meeting, instructions for word limitations and deadlines will 
be noted on the webform. As required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), requests for agenda information to be made available 
in alternative formats, and any requests for disability-related modifications or accommodations required to facilitate meeting 
participation, including requests for alternatives to observing meetings and offering public comment as noted above, may be made by 
contacting the City Clerk at (619) 533-4000 or mailto:cityclerk@sandiego.gov. The City is committed to resolving accessibility requests 
swiftly in order to maximize accessibility. 
 

 
 
 

  City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture 
PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 
City Administration Building 12th floor Committee Room 

202 W C Street, San Diego, CA 92101 
Hyperlink to attend the meeting at its scheduled time available here 

Friday, January 12, 2024 

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

8:30 a.m. I. Call to Order   Fritz Friedman, Vice Chair 

8:35 a.m. II. Non-agenda Public Comment  

8:40 a.m. III. Chair’s Reports  

  A. Commission Business  

  B. ACTION – December 8, 2023 Minutes  

  C. Other Reports  

8:50 a.m. IV. ACTIONS Charles G. Miller, Senior 
Public Art Manager 

  A. Temporary Exhibit Proposal from the Safdie 
Rabines Architects: Harbor Bridge Butterfly by Taal 
Safdie 

 

  B. Temporary Mural Proposal from the AjA    
Project: Memoria Terra by Shinpei Takeda 

 

9:20 a.m.  V. Reports Christine E. Jones, Chief of 
Civic Art Strategies 

  A. Staff Reports  

  B. Committee Member Reports  

9:30 a.m. VI. Adjourn  

 
 

https://www.sandiego.gov/boards-and-commissions/public-comment
https://www.sandiego.gov/arts-culture/meetings
https://www.sandiego.gov/boards-and-commissions/public-comment
https://www.sandiego.gov/boards-and-commissions/public-comment
mailto:cityclerk@sandiego.gov
https://www.sandiego.gov/arts-culture/meetings


 

Page 1 of 2 
Minutes of Public Art Committee, December 8, 2023 

   
 
 

City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture 

PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE (PAC) 

MINUTES 

Friday, December 8, 2023 
 

Members Present 
Keith Opstad, Chair 
Fritz Friedman, Vice Chair 
Melinda Guillen 
Wayne Holtan 
Abe Hughes 
Eun Jung Park 
Imani Robinson 
Denise Rogers 
 

Members Absent 
Jessica Berlanga-Taylor 
Francisco Eme 
Alessandra Moctezuma 
Ann Bossler, Ex Officio 
 
 

Staff Present 
Lara Bullock 
Christine E. Jones 
Charles G. Miller 
 
 
 
 

 
I. Call to Order | View Here – Commissioner Keith Opstad called the City of San Diego (City) 

Commission for Arts and Culture’s Public Art Committee (PAC) to order at 12:37 p.m. at the San 
Diego Natural History Museum Conference Room 1788 El Prado, San Diego, CA  92101.  
 

II. Non-agenda Public Comment – None 
 

III. Chair’s Reports 
 

A. Commission Business – View Here 
 

B. ACTION – October 13, 2023, Minutes | View Here – Commissioner Keith Opstad introduced 
the item. Commissioner Fritz Friedman made a motion to approve the PAC minutes of 
October 13, 2023. Commissioner Abe Hughes seconded the motion. The vote was 7-0-0; 
the motion passed. 
 

Yea: Friedman, Guillen, Holtan, Hughes, Opstad, Park, Robinson, and Rogers (8) 

Nay: (0) 

Abstention: (0) 

Recusal: (0) 
 

C. Other Reports – None 
 

Denise Rogers arrived at 12:42 p.m. 
 

IV. ACTION: Artist Selection Panelists for here comes the neighborhood: Encanto | View Here – 
Commissioner Keith Opstad introduced the item. Eun Jung Park made a motion to advise the 
City’s Commission for Arts and Culture to recommend the following panelists for here comes the 
neighborhood: Encanto: Denise Rogers with Commissioner Imani Robinson as an alternate for the 
seat of the PAC member, and Gaidi Finnie for the seat of the Visual Art/Design Professional #1, 
and Lani Bautista Cabanilla for the seat of the Visual Art/Design Professional #2  with 

https://youtu.be/2KMwOH5fzyQ?si=-AHbVyACWQERy3Rk
https://youtu.be/2KMwOH5fzyQ?si=82ikzweSuntDSv4z&t=182
https://youtu.be/2KMwOH5fzyQ?si=PVt7oHo_0Rb6Ta-O&t=286
https://youtu.be/2KMwOH5fzyQ?si=t7niUCzqQiRfdXY2&t=377
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recommended alternates, in no particular order, to serve as three of the five ad hoc artist 
selection panelists. Wayne Holtan seconded the motion. The vote was 8-0-0; the motion passed. 
 
Yea: Friedman, Guillen, Holtan, Hughes, Opstad, Park, Robinson, and Rogers (8) 

Nay: (0) 

Abstention: (0) 

Recusal: (0) 
 

V.  Presentation - Schematic Artwork Proposal for Willie Henderson Sports Complex by James Dinh  | 
View Here 
 

V. Reports 
 

 

A. Staff Reports – View Here 
  

B. Committee Member Reports – View Here 

VI. Adjourn – Commissioner Opstad adjourned the meeting at 1:28 p.m. 

 

https://youtu.be/2KMwOH5fzyQ?si=DvENoafq9xgiGtRZ&t=1013
https://youtu.be/2KMwOH5fzyQ?si=dmHSKh7N8hRip5Sd&t=2597
https://youtu.be/2KMwOH5fzyQ?si=so2AR-XFOqWIUjWf&t=3028
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S T A F F  R E P O R T 
        
  
DATE ISSUED:  January 9, 2024 
 
ATTENTION: Public Art Committee 
 
SUBJECT: Temporary Mural Proposal from the AjA Project: Terra Memoria by 

Shinpei Takeda 
 
REFERENCES: 1) Mural Application from AjA Project 

2) San Diego Municipal Code Section 26.0722 – Control of Artworks 
3) Administrative Regulation 95.00 – Management of the Civic Art 
Collection 
4) Commission for Arts and Culture Department Instruction 1.00 – 
Collection Management Policy for the Civic Art Collection 

 
STAFF CONTACT: Charles G. Miller, Senior Public Art Manager 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Recommend to the City of San Diego (City) Commission for Arts and Culture (Commission) 
that the Executive Director of the Commission approve the mural titled Terra Memoria 
consisting of a mural by artist Shinpei Takeda for temporary exhibition on the bollard-
controlled alleyway adjacent to the City Heights Park, Recreation Center, Performance 
Annex, and Library. 
 
SUMMARY: 
City staff has received a mural application for a mural from the AjA Project (Applicant). The 
Applicant is proposing a mural by San Diego-based artist Shinpei Takeda. The mural is 
proposed for a temporary, one-year exhibition, renewable up to five years, on the surface of 
the alleyway adjacent to City Heights Park, Recreation Center, Performance Annex, and 
Library, that is approximately 600’ long by 20’ wide. Staff evaluated the application utilizing 
criteria contained in the City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture Department Instruction 
- Collection Management Policy for the Civic Art Collection. The results of the staff’s analysis 
include: 
 

RE: ARTWORK CRITERIA 
 

Public Safety:  If the mural is painted and installed properly within the proposed 
location of the bollard-controlled alleyway (i.e., City approved methods and materials 
safe for the public) it is unlikely to pose hazards or threats to public safety or public 
health and/or are unlikely to pose a potential liability for the City in any other way.  

 
Cost: The Applicant would be solely responsible for funding the mural.  This includes, 
but is not limited to, insurance, permitting, site preparation, transportation, 
installation, maintenance, repair, restoration, conservation, deinstallation, removal, 
site restoration and clean-up.  

http://docs.sandiego.gov/municode/MuniCodeChapter02/Ch02Art06Division07.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/arts-culture/pdf/AR95.00.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/arts-culture/pdf/AR95.00.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/arts-culture/pdf/DI1.00.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/arts-culture/pdf/DI1.00.pdf
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Availability of Resources: City staff is available to provide administrative services to 
the Applicant to process the application and execute a temporary artwork 
maintenance and removal agreement. 
 
Relevance: The mural would provide an aesthetic and cultural experience for 
residents and visitors to City Heights Park, Recreation Center, Performance Annex, 
and Library and activate and enhance the area surrounding these amenities. The 
placement of the mural on the surface of a bollard-controlled alleyway heavily used 
by pedestrians to access the adjacent City amenities, as well as the content of the 
mural being produced via writing workshops with City Heights residents, serves to 
balance urbanization and development with humanizing elements. The mural may 
stimulate discussion and the exchange of ideas about art and the neighborhood due to 
the highly visible location. 

 
Excellence: The proposed mural exemplifies a high level of artistic merit and quality 
of workmanship. 

 
Significance: The artist has received a California Creative Corps grant from the 18th 
Street Art Center in support of the project and in recognition of career achievement.  
 
Condition: Not applicable. 

 
Maintenance: The Applicant will be responsible for maintenance, conservation, 
restoration, and repair of the mural for the duration of the exhibit period.  
 
Security: The City is patrolled by the San Diego Police Department. Vandalism in the 
form of tagging occurs from time to time.  

 
Relationship to Site: The mural is to be sited on the surface of a bollard-controlled 
alleyway that extends between City Heights Park and the City Heights Recreation 
Center, Performance Annex, and Library. Because it closed to regular traffic and 
located adjacent to multiple publicly accessible amenities, the alleyway receives a 
high amount of pedestrian traffic and the mural would serve to further activate the 
alleyway and adjacent amenities.  

 
Legal and Ethical Considerations: If the mural is authorized, it will be formalized in a 
temporary artwork maintenance and removal agreement between the Applicant and 
the City. The artist has provided a royalty-free license to reproduce images of the 
artwork for non-commercial purposes and waiver of rights conferred under the 
Visual Artists Rights Act and California Art Preservation Act.  
 
Timing: If the mural is authorized, the Applicant will be responsible for proposing a 
date for mural installation and commencing work in compliance with the agreement 
between the Applicant and the City. 
 
Selection Process for the Artist: The artist chose the site and developed the mural 
proposal and, if approved, will implement the mural in fulfillment of the California 
Creative Corps 18th Street Art Center grant obligations.  
 
Community Feedback: The artist has received letters of support from the Mid City 
Community Action Network, The Partnership for the Advancement of New Americans, 
and Council District 9 Councilmember Sean Elo Rivera. The content of the mural is 
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being produced in collaboration with City Heights residents via a series of writing 
workshops. 
 
Restrictions: Not applicable. 
 
Commemorative Significance: Not applicable. 
 
Fair Exchange: Not applicable. 
 
Fair Purchase Price: Not applicable. 

 
RE: SITE SELECTION CRITERIA 

 
Ownership: The City owns the bollard-controlled alleyway that is the proposed site 
for the mural.  

 
Public Safety: If the mural is painted and installed properly within the proposed 
location of the bollard-controlled alleyway (i.e. City approved methods and materials 
safe for the public) it is unlikely to pose hazards or threats to public safety or public 
health and/or are unlikely to pose a potential liability for the City in any other way.   
 
Security: The City is patrolled by the San Diego Police Department. Vandalism in the 
form of tagging occurs from time to time. 

 
Maintenance: The alleyway and adjacent amenities are maintained by the City’s Parks 
and Recreation and Library Departments. The Applicant will be responsible for 
maintenance, conservation, restoration, and repair of the mural for the duration of 
the exhibit period.  

   
Accessibility: The augmented reality component of the mural project allows for an 
audible experience of the artwork in addition to the visual mural.  
 
Context:  The mural is to be sited on the surface of a bollard-controlled alleyway that 
extends between City Heights Park and the City Heights Recreation Center, 
Performance Annex, and Library. Because it closed to regular traffic and located 
adjacent to multiple publicly accessible amenities, the alleyway receives a high 
amount of pedestrian traffic and the mural would serve to further activate the 
alleyway and adjacent amenities. 
 
Support of City Departments:  City arts and culture staff consulted with relevant City 
departments to confirm eligibility for the proposed site and will route the mural 
proposal with the analysis and recommendation from the Commission to relevant 
City departments for any additional feedback and recommendations about the 
proposal.   

 
Community Support: The artist has received letters of support from the Mid City 
Community Action Network, The Partnership for the Advancement of New Americans, 
and Council District 9 Councilmember Sean Elo Rivera. The content of the mural is 
being produced in collaboration with City Heights residents via a series of writing 
workshops. The Applicant is an active youth arts organization based in the City 
Heights neighborhood.  
 
Adherence to Relevant Plans: The City adheres to existing community plans and land 
use plans, such as the City’s General Plan.  
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Evaluation criteria the Public Art Committee (PAC) will use to decide whether to recommend 
to the Commission authorization of the proposed mural may include all or some of those 
given in the City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture Department Instruction - Collection 
Management Policy for the Civic Art Collection.  
 
The Executive Director of the Commission will consider the recommendation from City staff, 
the Public Art Committee, the Commission, and any other pertinent stakeholders before 
making the final decision on whether to authorize the proposed mural. 
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
Should this mural be authorized for temporary installation, the Applicant will be responsible 
for all costs. 
 















Proposed installation dates; April/May 2024

*proposed site: 44th street - pedestrian only road between 
Wightman and Landis street behind City Heights library.  

*The project is supported as one of 18 projects throughout the state via 18th 
street Creative corps program funded by California Arts Council.    

Initiative of the artist Shinpei Takeda, 
and The AJA Project, the poems and 
texts about this rapidly changing 
community are created by City Height’s 
local young poets and writers through 6 
months fellowship. The texts are, with 
roadmarking strips,  ingrained on a 
surface of the pedestrian alley as a surface of the pedestrian alley as a 
semi-permanent public art project.

The street will become a stage for the 
culminating event in June 2024, where 
these poems will actually be read by 
these young poets. In the future, the 
web-based AR app will allow visitors to 
actually hear the recordings of the 
poems via smartphones.

*proposed material- road marking 
strips for temporary installation of  2-5 yrs
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Heights and its residents’ unique story
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DETAILS  1   - Red curb

A minimum  2  ft buffer from the mural 
design to the red curb to avoid confusion 
and to ensure safety 



DETAILS  2

A minimum of 2 ft around the pre-exisitng road sign 
“STOP” and “SLOW” and the bollards on both end of the 
street will be clear as to ensure safety and to avoid 

A minimum 2ft clearance around 
the bollards and road markings

Pre-existing road markings &  Bollards
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S T A F F  R E P O R T 
        
  
DATE ISSUED:  January 9, 2024 
 
ATTENTION: Public Art Committee 
 
SUBJECT: Temporary Exhibit Proposal from the Safdie Rabines Architects: Harbor 

Bridge Butterfly by Taal Safdie  
 
REFERENCES: 1) Temporary Exhibit Application from Safdie Rabines Architects 

2) San Diego Municipal Code Section 26.0722 – Control of Artworks 
3) Administrative Regulation 95.00 – Management of the Civic Art 
Collection 
4) Commission for Arts and Culture Department Instruction 1.00 – 
Collection Management Policy for the Civic Art Collection 

 
STAFF CONTACT: Charles G. Miller, Senior Public Art Manager 
 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Recommend to the City of San Diego (City) Commission for Arts and Culture (Commission) 
that the Executive Director of the Commission approve the temporary exhibit titled Harbor 
Bridge Butterfly consisting of an installation by artist Taal Safdie for temporary exhibition 
installed on the Harbor Drive Pedestrian Bridge.  
 
SUMMARY: 
City staff has received a temporary exhibit application for an artwork from Safdie Rabines 
Architects (Applicant). The Applicant is proposing an artwork by San Diego-based artist Taal 
Safdie. The artwork is proposed for a temporary, five-year exhibition on the suspension 
cables of the Harbor Drive Pedestrian Bridge. Staff evaluated the application utilizing criteria 
contained in the City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture Department Instruction - 
Collection Management Policy for the Civic Art Collection. The results of the staff’s analysis 
include: 
 

RE: ARTWORK CRITERIA 
 

Public Safety:  If the artwork is installed properly within the proposed location of 
suspension cables of the Harbor Drive Pedestrian Bridge (i.e., City approved methods 
and materials safe for the public) it is unlikely to pose hazards or threats to public 
safety or public health and/or are unlikely to pose a potential liability for the City in 
any other way.  

 
Cost: The Applicant would be solely responsible for funding the exhibit.  This 
includes, but is not limited to, insurance, permitting, site preparation, transportation, 
installation, maintenance, repair, restoration, conservation, deinstallation, removal, 
site restoration and clean-up.  

 

http://docs.sandiego.gov/municode/MuniCodeChapter02/Ch02Art06Division07.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/arts-culture/pdf/AR95.00.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/arts-culture/pdf/AR95.00.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/arts-culture/pdf/DI1.00.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/arts-culture/pdf/DI1.00.pdf
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Availability of Resources: City staff is available to provide administrative services to 
the Applicant to process the application and execute a temporary artwork 
maintenance and removal agreement. 
 
Relevance: The artwork would provide an aesthetic and cultural experience for 
residents and visitors to East Village, the Marina District, Petco Park, and the 
Convention Center and activate and enhance the surrounding areas. The placement of 
the artwork on the suspension cables of the heavily used pedestrian bridge visible 
from both the bridge and Harbor Drive below, serves to balance urbanization and 
development with humanizing elements. The artwork may stimulate discussion and 
the exchange of ideas about art and the neighborhood due to the highly visible 
location. 

 
Excellence: The proposed installation exemplifies an acceptable level of artistic merit 
and high quality of workmanship. 

 
Significance: The artwork is designed by the principal architects that designed the 
Harbor Drive Pedestrian bridge itself. The artwork will comprise an activation in the 
Bay to Park Paseo initiative.  
 
Condition: Not applicable. 

 
Maintenance: The Applicant will be responsible for maintenance, conservation, 
restoration, and repair of the artwork for the duration of the exhibit period.  
 
Security: The City is patrolled by the San Diego Police Department. Vandalism in the 
form of tagging occurs from time to time.  

 
Relationship to Site: The artwork is to be sited on the suspension cables of the Harbor 
Drive Pedestrian Bridge. Because the bridge heavily used by pedestrians accessing the 
hotels, parking, the Convention Center, and Petco Park across Harbor Drive, the 
artwork would serve to further activate the bridge, Harbor Drive, and nearby 
attractions.  

 
Legal and Ethical Considerations: If the exhibit is authorized, it will be formalized in 
an encroachment maintenance and removal agreement between the Applicant and the 
City. The artist has provided a royalty-free license to reproduce images of the artwork 
for non-commercial purposes and waiver of rights conferred under the Visual Artists 
Rights Act and California Art Preservation Act.  
 
Timing: If the exhibit is authorized, the Applicant will be responsible for proposing a 
date for installation and commencing work in compliance with the agreement/permit 
between the Applicant and the City. 
 
Selection Process for the Artist: The artist and site were chosen based on their 
location as part of the Bay to Park Paseo initiative.   
 
Community Feedback: The exhibit is part of the larger Bay to Park Paseo initiative, to 
which the Applicant has identified the Port of San Diego as a sponsor, and endorsed 
by the 2024 World Design Capital. 
 
Restrictions: Not applicable. 
 
Commemorative Significance: Not applicable. 



 
Page 3 of 4 

 
Fair Exchange: Not applicable. 
 
Fair Purchase Price: Not applicable. 

 
RE: SITE SELECTION CRITERIA 

 
Ownership: The City owns Harbor Drive Pedestrian bridge; Harbor Drive is in the 
public right-of-way.  

 
Public Safety: If the artwork is installed properly within the proposed location of 
suspension cables of the Harbor Drive Pedestrian Bridge (i.e., City approved methods 
and materials safe for the public) it is unlikely to pose hazards or threats to public 
safety or public health and/or are unlikely to pose a potential liability for the City in 
any other way.  
 
Security: The City is patrolled by the San Diego Police Department. Vandalism in the 
form of tagging occurs from time to time. 

 
Maintenance: The Harbor Drive Pedestrian Bridge is maintained the City’s Steet 
Division. The Applicant will be responsible for maintenance, conservation, 
restoration, and repair of the artwork for the duration of the exhibit period.  

   
Accessibility: Not Applicable.  
 
Context:  The artwork is to be sited on the suspension cables of the Harbor Drive 
Pedestrian Bridge. Because the bridge heavily used by pedestrians accessing the 
hotels, parking, the Convention Center, and Petco Park across Harbor Drive, the 
artwork would serve to further activate the bridge, Harbor Drive, and nearby 
attractions. 
 
Support of City Departments:  City arts and culture staff consulted with relevant City 
departments to confirm eligibility for the proposed site and will route the exhibit 
proposal with the analysis and recommendation from the Commission to relevant 
City departments for any additional feedback and recommendations about the 
proposal.   

 
Community Support: The exhibit is part of the larger Bay to Park Paseo initiative, to 
which the Applicant has identified the Port of San Diego as a sponsor, and endorsed 
by the 2024 World Design Capital. 
 
Adherence to Relevant Plans: The City adheres to existing community plans and land 
use plans, such as the City’s General Plan.  
 

Evaluation criteria the Public Art Committee (PAC) will use to decide whether to recommend 
to the Commission authorization of the proposed exhibit may include all or some of those 
given in the City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture Department Instruction - Collection 
Management Policy for the Civic Art Collection.  
 
The Executive Director of the Commission will consider the recommendation from City staff, 
the Public Art Committee, the Commission, and any other pertinent stakeholders before 
making the final decision on whether to authorize the proposed exhibit. 
 
FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
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Should this exhibit be authorized for temporary installation, the Applicant will be 
responsible for all costs. 
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