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Balboa Park/San Diego High School  Connections



• When the San Diego City Council approved 
a 99-year lease in 2021 to rebuild San Diego 
High School in Balboa Park, it asked how 
the park and community could benefit 
physically and programmatically. 

• Parks & Recreation Director Andy Field 
convened a working group, chaired by Mike 
Stepner, to study possibilities and report 
back. 

• The Working Group reviewed the final 
report Jan. 26, 2024.

Purpose and Background



• SDHS Whole Campus 
Modernization and Long-Range 
Facilities Master plan 

• Building replacements and 
enhanced landscaping 

• New gym rooftop tennis 
courts 

• Balboa Stadium restoration 
with field house, aquatic 
center performing arts center

Physical Infrastructure



• San Diego City College Facilities 
Master Plan 

• Building demolition and 
replacement to serve 25,000 
students, up from present 
16,000 

• Replace 282-seat Saville Theater 
with a new, larger performing 
arts center 

• New athletic facilities   

• Student housing for 600 beds at 
16th and B 

• New parking garages
City College model and master plan, RNT Architects



• Transportation, Parking, Circulation  

• Park, Russ blvds., 14th Street Promenade 

• Road and pedestrian bridges 

• Parking lots and garages  

• Bay-Park Paseo, "John Nolen Parkway"

City College 16th St. garage Bay-Park Paseo, Nolen Plan, 1908

Park/Russ intersection

Bay to Park Paseo, 2024 Pedestrian bridge examples



• Transportation cont'd 

• Entry signs, monuments 

• Freeway lids 

• Parking lots, garages, shuttles 

• Design Review Presidents Way entrance 
monuments, Friends of Balboa 

Park, 2018, Estrada Land 
Planning

Free lid 6th Ave. to Park Blvd. Park shuttle



• 1-2: Russ Blvd. 

• 3: Park Blvd., Park 
Blvd/I-5 bridge, 
sidewalks and bike 
lanes 

• 4: Balboa Stadium 

• 5: Pedestrian bridge 
to Inspiration Point 

Initial Project: 5 Phases to Success

MCCULLOUGH LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS, ROB WELLINGTON QUIGLEY ARCHITECTS



• Education: Internships, 
summer camps, park-
connected curriculum 

• Cultural Resources: 
Museums and zoo 
performances, exhibitions  

• Regional cultural districts 

• Sports and recreation

Social Infrastructure

	Auto Museum Vocational Education Academy

 Barrio Logan Cultural District 

mariotorero.art
San Diego Velodrome



• Other ideas 

• Speakers bureau 

• Youth advisory board 

• Data and curriculum  research 

• "Balboa Park Magazine"
San Diego Youth Commission at  mayoral press conference

C100, FBP newsletters, 
balboapark.org website

http://balboapark.org


DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPT.-URBAN DIVISION.    LINK: HTTP://TINYURL.COM/YMVU595V 

Story Map

http://tinyurl.com/ymvu595v


Story Map: 

I-5 S-Curve, 
splitting park 
from 
neighborhoods



Story Map Education Corridor



Story Map:  

A 'Nolen Paseo' would link park, 
downtown  and neighborhoods



• Burnham Center for 
Community Advancement:  

• A white paper issued in 
2022 to consider options 
for funding and running the 
park.

Governance & Finance



Implementation



Next steps

• Presentations to official bodies, 
planning groups, community groups 

Official Bodies 
City Council Community and Neighborhood Services Committee 
Balboa Park Committee 
Parks & Recreation Board 
City Council 

Stakeholders and Interest Groups 
AIA Regional Design Advisory Council 
Balboa Park Committee of 100 
Balboa Park Cultural Partnership 
Burnham Center for Community Advancement 
Community Planning Groups 
Forever Balboa Park Improvement Committee



Discussion


