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"To co-create an ecosystem of opportunity and investment
through collaboration that addresses systemic racism and
inequities to improve the quality of life of Promise Zone residents”

The Promise 

(Image: Café X co-founder Khea
Pollard presenting to SDPZ
partners at the May 7, 2024,
Co-op Convening at Café X. 
By Zachary Engberg)



Hello and happy June! The Promise Zone’s four working groups will
take a summer break and will reconvene in August. Look out for an
e-mail update on new working group meeting dates and times later
this summer.

The Economic Activity working group will be leading a business
walk in Barrio Logan on Thursday, June 27. The Promise Zone
team, City employees, and volunteers will conduct direct outreach
to local businesses and provide resources. If you would like more
information, please visit
https://www.sandiego.gov/businesswalks.

When we return in August, we’ll see leadership changes in the
Healthy Communities working group: Co-chairs Hugo Salgado and
Meghan Murphy from San Diego County Health and Human
Services are stepping down after completing multiple years of
service. Hugo and Meghan have identified one co-chair with a focus
on active transportation, and we are looking for an additional co-
chair(s) with a passion for and expertise in local food systems and/or
healthcare.  

A MESSAGE TO OUR PARTNERS
FROM THE PROMISE ZONE STAFF

IN THE NEWS

PROMISE ZONE

ART EXHIBITION FEATURES
YOUTH VOICES FROM SAN
DIEGO, TIJUANA

SAN DIEGO WILL CREATE A
SPRAWLING CITYWIDE NETWORK
OF ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGERS 

SOUTHCREST COMMUNITY
COMES TOGETHER TO REBUILD
FLOOD-DAMAGED PROPERTY

FOUR YEARS LATER: CRISTO DEL
REY STUDENTS DISCUSS UNIQUE
LEARNING EXPERIENCE 
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If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a Healthy Communities co-chair, please contact
Program Manager Amber Weber at ajwber@sandiego.gov or Grants and Research Associate VISTA
Zachary Engberg at zengberg@sandiego.gov.

Meanwhile, enjoy reading about Armon Harvey and Anna Arancibia in this month’s Community Spotlight,
Asian Story Theater’s “Census and Censibility” in our new Arts & Culture Feature, an opportunity to register
for the San Diego Nonprofit Academy, and, in recognition of National Safety Month, a Spotlight on the
San Diego Police Department’s services.

https://www.sandiego.gov/businesswalks
https://www.kpbs.org/news/arts-culture/2024/05/20/art-exhibition-features-youth-voices-from-san-diego-tijuana
https://www.kpbs.org/news/arts-culture/2024/05/20/art-exhibition-features-youth-voices-from-san-diego-tijuana
https://www.kpbs.org/news/arts-culture/2024/05/20/art-exhibition-features-youth-voices-from-san-diego-tijuana
https://www.delmartimes.net/news/story/2024-05-14/charging-network
https://www.delmartimes.net/news/story/2024-05-14/charging-network
https://www.delmartimes.net/news/story/2024-05-14/charging-network
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/local/story/2024-05-25/community-comes-together-to-help-rebuild-flood-damaged-property-a-miracle-for-its-low-income-renters?sfmc_id=654d3be6fd42f74db98ab72f&utm_id=35503668&skey_id=e3a4a86b245ec1a294dbe7dc6689a915578e1aa1bc626db46d78b447cb2eae45&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ALERT-Email-List-The%20neighbors%20building%20a%20%27miracle%27%20after%20floods-20240525&utm_term=Alert%20-%20News%20Alerts
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/local/story/2024-05-25/community-comes-together-to-help-rebuild-flood-damaged-property-a-miracle-for-its-low-income-renters?sfmc_id=654d3be6fd42f74db98ab72f&utm_id=35503668&skey_id=e3a4a86b245ec1a294dbe7dc6689a915578e1aa1bc626db46d78b447cb2eae45&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ALERT-Email-List-The%20neighbors%20building%20a%20%27miracle%27%20after%20floods-20240525&utm_term=Alert%20-%20News%20Alerts
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/local/story/2024-05-25/community-comes-together-to-help-rebuild-flood-damaged-property-a-miracle-for-its-low-income-renters?sfmc_id=654d3be6fd42f74db98ab72f&utm_id=35503668&skey_id=e3a4a86b245ec1a294dbe7dc6689a915578e1aa1bc626db46d78b447cb2eae45&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ALERT-Email-List-The%20neighbors%20building%20a%20%27miracle%27%20after%20floods-20240525&utm_term=Alert%20-%20News%20Alerts
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/abc-10news-returns-to-cristo-rey-high-school-speaking-to-students-about-their-unique-learning-experience
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/abc-10news-returns-to-cristo-rey-high-school-speaking-to-students-about-their-unique-learning-experience
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/abc-10news-returns-to-cristo-rey-high-school-speaking-to-students-about-their-unique-learning-experience
https://www.10news.com/news/local-news/abc-10news-returns-to-cristo-rey-high-school-speaking-to-students-about-their-unique-learning-experience
mailto:ajwber@sandiego.gov
mailto:zengberg@sandiego.gov


MELISSA ELDER
“It is with mixed emotions that I share my decision to leave my role as
Promise Zone Coordinator.

The dedication, passion, and commitment I have witnessed from each
member of our community have been truly inspiring. I am grateful for
the opportunity to have been a part of this incredible journey. I have
faith in the strength and resilience of our community to continue
making a positive impact and effecting change. I plan to remain an
active part of that change as well.

I want to express my deepest gratitude to each of you for your
support, collaboration, and friendship during my time here. It has been
an honor and a privilege to work with such an incredible group of
individuals.  Please feel free to add me on LinkedIn to keep in touch.”

NATHANIEL HILLMAN 

“I want to thank the San Diego Promise Zone team and our amazing
partners for an engaging year of service! 

It has been an privilege to work alongside such an incredible network
of people, including the Promise Zone community. It has truly been
inspiring to work alongside such compassionate and dedicated people,
and it was an absolute honor to offer support in my own small role. I
look forward to seeing the continued positive impacts of your hard
work in the community and thank you all for your tireless efforts. 

I wish everyone good fortune, and 慢慢⾛ (Take care). Connect with me
on LinkedIn if you'd like, or if you would like to grab a coffee
sometime!”

Farewell, Melissa & Nathaniel!

DOMANIC RILEY

Say Hello to our new AmeriCorps VISTAs!

BE
X NAVA-MCCLELLAN

“I’m originally from Columbia, SC and moved to San
Diego to attend SDSU for political science after
separating from the Air Force. My background in the
Armed Forces and keen interest in history, sociology, and
philosophy can help broaden the discussion and spark
new ideas on the critical issues that face our world. I like
to play video games, read, and sleep in my spare time. I
hope to get to know every one of my new colleagues as
we begin a successful year of VISTA service together.” 

“I am a San Diego local, UC Davis graduate, and
communications professional with a background as a
waste management specialist with the California Climate
Action Corps, marketing and environment policy with
GRID Alternatives through the “Clean Cars 4 All” program,
and marketing and stakeholder engagement with MAKE
Projects. I will bring this track record of driving positive
change to the San Diego Promise Zone to create
collaborative engagement and empowerment.”



Armon Harvey and
Anna Arancibia

SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY  

Southeast Disaster
Response Team (SDRT)
at Jackie Robinson YMCA

In the months since the January 22nd storm caused
significant flooding in Southeast San Diego and
displaced over 1,000 residents in neighborhoods
including Encanto, Shelltown, and Southcrest, Anna
Arancibia has opened the doors of the Jackie Robinson
YMCA for flood victims.  In the process, the Y has
become a hub for community leaders, advocates, and
non-profits like Armon Harvey to deliver direct support. 

“It was a nice, welcoming, safe space for residents to
come in and talk about what their needs are,” said Brian
Pollard, Urban Collaborative CDC Director, and
Housing Affordability Working Group co-chair. “In the
first couple of weeks, it was just us.”

Arancibia, who has worked at the Jackie Robinson YMCA
for 20 years, said what began in the first two weeks as
simply offering showers turned into weekly community
meetings on Mondays at 5:30 PM to coordinate a
complete group effort to bridge the needs gap with
boots on the ground. 

Carmina Paz and Urban Collaborative Project
undertook door-to-door assessments and data
collection, the Harvey Family Foundation
comprehensively fed residents and has conducted
“muck-outs” to clean flooded homes, the San Diego
Foundation quickly lodged 400 people whose homes
were damaged or destroyed at a hotel for two weeks
and raised over $1 million in the first month for
emergency response. Additionally, Megan Thomas with
Catalyst, Aaron Swanton with Together San Diego,
Pillars of the Community and many, many more CBOs
and community advocates have done essential work in
the last four months.

As of Monday, May 23, the County of San Diego’s
Emergency Temporary Lodging (ETL) program was
housing 1,686 people from 530 homes in hotels.
The program is set to end on June 21. Many
residents are concerned about not having a home
when they leave the hotel, according to Arancibia. 

Harvey, who is also a football coach at Lincoln High
School, is helping to alleviate those concerns with
fundraising efforts to clean out and repair 116
identified homes and return them to adequate
and safe living conditions. 

What they need now, Arancibia said, is community
members who can volunteer for the ongoing
organized clean-ups and door-to-door needs
assessments, local contractors and specialists who
can support with re-building homes of their
neighbors, disaster and sustainability grants to
support in the flood response, and future disaster
preparedness efforts. 

How to get involved in flood response
Volunteer for clean-up days: aswanton@togethersandiego.com
Attend the weekly community meeting every Monday at 5:30 PM at Jackie
Robinson YMCA 
Join 1 of 5 committees to guide flood response efforts, sign up here:
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdlbyHTasd3yb8rDDMCI0mKtbIB-
fE3XykIyF5kPqHAlkDuAw/viewform

https://voiceofsandiego.org/2024/02/06/the-jan-22-floods-displaced-more-than-1000-san-diegans-from-their-homes/
https://voiceofsandiego.org/2024/03/11/as-city-and-county-officials-were-mired-in-confusion-local-nonprofits-led-the-flood-relief-response/
https://voiceofsandiego.org/2024/03/11/as-city-and-county-officials-were-mired-in-confusion-local-nonprofits-led-the-flood-relief-response/
https://www.sdfoundation.org/news-events/sdf-news/flood-crisis-to-community-how-san-diego-nonprofits-immediately-came-to-the-rescue/
https://www.sdfoundation.org/news-events/sdf-news/flood-crisis-to-community-how-san-diego-nonprofits-immediately-came-to-the-rescue/
https://www.kpbs.org/news/local/2024/05/23/530-households-affected-by-the-january-flooding-are-still-in-hotels
https://www.kpbs.org/news/local/2024/05/23/530-households-affected-by-the-january-flooding-are-still-in-hotels
https://www.kpbs.org/news/local/2024/05/23/530-households-affected-by-the-january-flooding-are-still-in-hotels
https://www.togethersandiego.org/volunteer
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/clboezoab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001c19dQmdZ7CuC-GQHOk8UqFw0JL1JLZTC36L-NrjMFDyvfOWKdYs--XOWbu4JyrHkZvaNMnkoMsN5OrIG1PoeiShOoaEpGVESvatf5qDt4emkV-ezxLzphc3RGjDHlRjf4NMbGh-_p6bk_2Xl8jgXP3fJXmspQJJeo3rKoIYMnSKwQWCb2Bp3-UF53fyka_wOOAktF659IscokH3QCjfdRjRGIEIxC9INiyD7InsdCXU5rSfgpVJqwGupTOOI0FHsFfspy9vNoQk=&c=PDPtlMhZk71sgU-DuzZNbkfKnOaAXcZdOBLGkQFphccNehXSyhMucA==&ch=hZorBsLKPF4kNk8TrOWqh0l_NbjwXAlpIijzGGe_VRpeHnaIw89pSw==__;!!OBed2aHXvKmHymw!2vhmK4jfCm80tqTB3LND49ayQJ-YC6BLcIcaJtWaSnPkU432uNfOYq9lYMk42h0acpj9LX4Pcp3jVVLdqGu6SZhBWe_Sbv8h59gQ6VU$


WORKING GROUP UPDATES
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Jobs and Education

During the May 1 Working Group Meeting,
Jeremiah Wiebe-Anderson, aka J.W., gave a
thorough presentation on the CHW
Training Program to Advance Public Health
within Immigrant, Refugee and Native
American Communities Program (CHWAP)
that is run through the UCSD School of
Public Health. In preparation for the FY25
schedule changes, the group voted to meet
on Thursday afternoons in the July 2024 –
June 2025 year. For more information,
reach out to Zachary Engberg,
Zengberg@sandiego.gov.

Economic Activity & 
Housing Affordability

On May 7, the Promise Zone’s Economic
Activity and Housing Affordability working
groups hosted a Cooperative Convening at
Cafe X in preparation for the California
Cooperative Conference that took place at
Liberty Station Conference Center on May
31 - June 1. The event established a baseline
knowledge of what cooperatives are and
explored existing community ownership
models of co-ops in and around San Diego.
Community land trusts, food co-ops, worker
co-ops, housing co-ops, and funding
mechanisms for co-ops were all discussed.
Thank you to Urban Collaborative Project
and Cal Coast Credit Union for sponsoring
that event. Over 60 small business owners,
community advocates, and cooperative
specialists attended, and we are in the
process of planning a follow-up meeting to
continue to explore co-op partnership
opportunities. For more information, reach
out to Bryan Villegas,
bvillegas@sandiego.gov, or 
Ian Hembree, IHembree@sandiego.gov. 

Healthy Communities
On May 9, Kelly Wilkinson from San Diego
Foundation and 5 of the organizations they
funded through a community food
production grant joined to update partners
on the status of their programs serving
Promise Zone communities. This was a
bitter-sweet meeting, as it was the final one
for VISTA Nathaniel Hilman and co-chairs
Meghan Murphy and Hugo Salgado. For
more information, reach out to Zachary
Engberg, zengberg@sandiego.gov.

There will be no Promise
Zone Working Group

meetings in June or July. 
We will reach out with new
meeting times for August.
Enjoy your summer break!

https://sandiego.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItdeCtrDgoHOJL4eUE_4KoVIpzScQbKtc#/registration
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/15E-C1VLGT-gmw1VHFLRC_-b_vh8IOhc0
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/15E-C1VLGT-gmw1VHFLRC_-b_vh8IOhc0
mailto:Zengberg@sandiego.gov
https://sandiego.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsceyqpj8sE3DVVvwOb2m3qQ8TYWMfPHI#/registration
mailto:bvillegas@sandiego.gov
mailto:IHembree@sandiego.gov
https://sandiego.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItfuuhqTgoGO_fSG1PNnIvyd4Ksfx2nTU#/registration


On Tuesday, May 14, we held our All-Partner
Meeting at the Elementary Institute of Science. 

We loved seeing over 40 attendees
representing 34 organizations. Thank you all

for coming and collaborating with us! 

We also invite you to share your
organization’s impact in the community

and be recognized in a future newsletter.

Thank you for coming to our 
All-Partner Meeting!

 Sharing Our Stories
(Testimonials)

Photo credit: Daniel Hamilton

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GSYn9Y6agrfv_25fcpHYQ_mK7EL-w0SPyb_lL3thCvk/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1GSYn9Y6agrfv_25fcpHYQ_mK7EL-w0SPyb_lL3thCvk/edit


From the hearts and minds of Asian Story Theater comes a long-awaited
performance. "Census and Censibility" is a series of captivating stories
centered around the decennial census. The idea for this production was
born out of the experience of KL (Kent) Brisby, who noted the lack of
excitement and appreciation for this vital undertaking of our democratic
nation. The production seeks to present the census as an essential tool of
empowerment, necessary for creating equal representation and unity in a
diverse country. It emphasizes the cultural stories and talents of the United
AAPI Artists, an organization started during the pandemic to bring AAPI
voices together in the face of increased discrimination. 

The development of the production took unique steps to highlight talents
that are typically overlooked; these included holding open auditions for all
of San Diego and accepting script submissions from BIPOC artists across
the country, offering a cash prize for those selected. 

This production is the first in a series of shows held in collaboration with
Teatro Máscara Mágica and San Diego Black Ensemble, seeking to
feature stories about the census and the community. Details on future shows
with these organizations are coming soon! 

This program would not be possible without the support of the Conrad
Prebys Foundation, who reached out to Kent with the intention of funding
the performances. Asian Story Theater was also a recipient of the City of
San Diego’s Commission for Arts and Culture Impact Grant. 

Asian Story Theater will be performing Census and Censibility three times in
June, two showings of which are in the Promise Zone.  The first showing
times and locations are as follows: 

Tuesday, June 4 from 7pm-9pm at the Southeastern Live Well
Center 
Monday, June 10 from 7pm-9pm at Diversionary Theatre in
University Heights 
Tuesday, June 11 from 6pm-8pm at the Malcolm X Library 

If you’d like to register to attend any of these showings, click here. 
If you’d like to learn more about the production or Asian Story Theater,
click here. 

Census and Censibility
Coming to the Promise Zone in June! 

June
4-11

Arts & Culture Feature
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https://asianstorytheater.org/2024/05/16/census-and-censibility/
https://asianstorytheater.org/Census-and-Censibility-program/


Promise Zone Calendar

The City of San Diego has partnered with The Nonprofit
Institute at the University of San Diego to bring back
the San Diego Nonprofit Academy. 

This FREE, two-day training program, taking place on June
28 and 29, is designed to educate local nonprofit leaders
on how to maximize their operational efficiency, better
compete for grant funding, and find new ways to aid the San
Diego neighborhoods most in need of support. 

Hosted on the University of San Diego’s campus at the
School of Leadership and Education Sciences (SOLES),
leading nonprofit management experts will teach all
featured core courses and electives. Organizations that
complete all core courses will receive a CERTIFICATE OF
COMPLETION.

This year, join your nonprofit colleagues for a networking
opportunity following Friday's workshops. Enjoy
COMPLIMENTARY beverages and appetizers while we
enjoy a beautiful view of San Diego from the West Plaza!

Hold your organization’s spot now for the upcoming San
Diego Nonprofit Academy by filling out this form:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/san-diego-nonprofit-
academy-tickets-891185488787?aff=oddtdtcreator. 

Please email cdbg@sandiego.gov with any questions
about the upcoming program.  We hope to see you there!

San Diego Nonprofit Academy

We post partner events to our
City Calendar website. If you
would like us to post your
event, please fill out our
Submission Form. The form is
also available on our website.

Partner Announcements

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/san-diego-nonprofit-academy-tickets-891185488787?aff=oddtdtcreator.
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.eventbrite.com/e/san-diego-nonprofit-academy-tickets-891185488787?aff=oddtdtcreator__;!!OBed2aHXvKmHymw!0O9wlFhkRRmyEJLoh4irb4hLAXGgYpIIL8wsliIZdK7hHt8-DV0xAFUaR63Y6d4RXdanDYas0r1vb28uGESpN8-jbK0-i2bXgjuvsg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.eventbrite.com/e/san-diego-nonprofit-academy-tickets-891185488787?aff=oddtdtcreator__;!!OBed2aHXvKmHymw!0O9wlFhkRRmyEJLoh4irb4hLAXGgYpIIL8wsliIZdK7hHt8-DV0xAFUaR63Y6d4RXdanDYas0r1vb28uGESpN8-jbK0-i2bXgjuvsg$
mailto:cdbg@sandiego.gov
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/sdpromisezone/events
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeC8A02ABJse03mbs1-CaB8Z6OFSmN9piu3WLDKWt8LkFH2ZQ/viewform
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/sdpromisezone/events


Partner Announcements
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The City of San Diego is seeking applications
from artists to participate in Public Art/Public
Sphere, a free three-day intensive for artists
interested in working in the public realm and
competing for public art commissions. A
competitive process will select twenty-five
artists to participate. This opportunity is open
to all artists residing in San Diego County or
northern Baja California, regardless of their
background or experience. Apply here 
Application deadline: Friday, June 14, 4 PM

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/sd/community_action_partnership/CAB/Application_Form/CAB%20Application%202022.pdf
https://sandiego.seamlessdocs.com/f/publicartintensive
https://sandiego.seamlessdocs.com/f/publicartintensive


Partner Announcements
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mailto:mpanicker@secondchanceprogram.org
https://maacproject.org/nextlevel/


Volunteer Crisis
Interventionists Needed

The San Diego Police Department
Crisis Intervention program is
looking for volunteers to assist
fellow San Diego residents during
traumatic times in their lives. No
experience is needed! All you need
is a desire to help others. A
comprehensive 100-hour training
course will provide you with the
skills needed to perform this
valuable and rewarding service.
Find out more about what Crisis
Interventionists do here.

Youth Opportunity
Pass Program

All riders 18 & under will be able to
ride MTS and North County Transit
District (NCTD) services for FREE
with a Youth PRONTO app
account, or a Youth PRONTO card.
The Youth Opportunity Pass is a
pilot program, sponsored by the
San Diego Association of
Governments (SANDAG) and
County of San Diego. This
promotion has now extended for
another two years, until 
June 30, 2026.

Partner Announcements 

Adult High School
Diploma Program

San Diego Public Library is proud to
offer adults the opportunity to earn
an accredited high school diploma.
They currently offer two diploma
programs: Career Online High
School and Gale Excel Adult High
School. Adults who are looking to
continue their education, expand
their career opportunities or apply
to enter the military will benefit.
These programs are offered entirely
online with 24/7 access to fit busy
schedules. Learn more here.

https://www.sandiego.gov/police/recruiting/volunteer
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/recruiting/volunteer
https://gonctd.com/YOP
https://gonctd.com/YOP
https://youthopportunitypass.sandag.org/
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/services/adulteducation/adulthsdiploma#:~:text=What%20is%20Career%20Online%20High,limited%20number%20of%20qualified%20students.
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P.E.A.R.L.  Pledge is  Pearl  Mil l ing Company’s community
funding init iat ive focused on championing the empowerment
and success of Black women and gir ls  across the U.S.  A total
of $1 mil l ion wil l  be provided to nonprofit  organizations doing
work or offering programming that serves Black women and
gir ls  in al ignment with the fol lowing P.E.A.R.L.  Pledge pi l lars:
prosperity,  with a focus on al leviat ing systemic barriers and
inequit ies in areas such as food, housing,  employment,
f inancial  support,  and generational  wealth;  empowerment,
including inspir ing and encouraging Black women and gir ls  to
attain hol ist ic  wel lness and success in areas such as
confidence bui lding,  self-esteem, and mental  and physical
health;  access,  with a focus on enhancing equal opportunity to
education and entrepreneurship in areas such as scholarships,
grants,  capital ,  and f inancial  l i teracy;  representation,  with a
focus on elevating Black women and gir ls  in areas such as
cul inary arts,  food innovation,  science,  and media;  and
leadership,  including advancing ski l l  development and access
to resources for emerging talent in areas such as public
speaking,  strategic thinking,  teambuilding,  and mentorship.
Applicants must be 501(c)(3)  publ ic  charit ies based in the
United States and al ign with one or more P.E.A.R.L.  Pledge
pil lars.   
Application deadline :  June 26,  2024, at  6 PM ET  

Pearl Milling Company: P.E.A.R.L. Pledge 

w o r k i n g  g r o u p
 p r i o r i t y  a l i g n m e n t Housing Affordability

Jobs + Education Healthy Communities

Safety

Economic Activity

G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

The EEM Program is an annual program establ ished by
legislat ion in 1989 and amended on September 26,  2013. I t
offers grants to local ,  state,  and federal  governmental
agencies,  and nonprofit  organizations for projects to mit igate
the environmental  impacts caused by new or modif ied public
transportation faci l i t ies.  There are three types of EEM project:
Urban Forestry,  Resource Lands,  and Mit igation Beyond the
Scope of the Lead Agency.   
Application Deadline :  June 25,  2024 

Environmental Enhancement & Mitigation  

https://www.pearlmillingcompany.com/pearlpledge
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/environmental-enhancement-mitigation-3/%22%20/t%20%22_blank


The Promise Zone can support the Partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support.  

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associate,  Zachary Engberg ,
at  zengberg@sandiego.gov for more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  
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The Robin Hood AI  Poverty Chal lenge seeks to identify
breakthrough solutions using art i f ic ial  intel l igence to f ight
poverty and expand upward mobil i ty in the United States.  The
aim is to showcase a range of new and exist ing solutions that
leverage the power and capabil i t ies of AI  technology for good.
Solutions,  which can include, but are not l imited to,  products,
services,  technical  infrastructure,  and training and capacity
bui lding,  must focus on one of the fol lowing categories:
education,  f inancial  empowerment,  and workforce.  Up to nine
final ists wi l l  receive $100,000 each and then have up to a
three-month acceleration period to further ref ine and
strengthen their  solution.  After the acceleration period,  up to
three solutions wil l  receive a $1 mil l ion award. Nonprofit  and
for-profit  entit ies located within the United States and U.S.
territories are el igible to apply as lead applicants.   
Application deadline (for registrations) :  June 26,  2024

Robin Hood AI Poverty Challenge 

The Refugee Family Chi ld Care Microenterprise Development
Project (RFCCMED) seeks to provide refugee part ic ipants with
training and technical  assistance in professional  chi ldcare,
microenterprise development,  and f inancial  l i teracy;  assist
refugee part ic ipants in navigating the chi ldcare l icensing
process;  and provide direct f inancial  assistance as needed to
enable part ic ipants to prepare their  homes for chi ldcare
business operation.  The three main objectives of RFCCMED are
to help refugees achieve economic self-suff ic iency by
establ ishing l icensed family chi ldcare businesses,  help
refugee famil ies gain access to l icensed family chi ldcare
businesses which wil l  meet the early care and developmental
needs of refugee chi ldren, and assist  refugees in learning how
to navigate mainstream chi ldcare services.   
Application deadline: June 28,  2024  

Department of Health and Human Services 

mailto:zengberg@sandiego.gov
https://www.aipovertychallenge.org/
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/349736


w o r k i n g  g r o u p
 p r i o r i t y  a l i g n m e n t
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Housing Affordability

Jobs + Education Healthy Communities

Safety

Economic Activity

G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

The recipients wi l l  implement the program in their  awarded
region to instal l  energy-eff ic ient electr ic  appl iances and
measures and related upgrades directly to low-income
households l iv ing in single-family,  mult i - family,  and
manufactured homes in under resourced communit ies.
Applications are required to (1)  include community-based
organizations (CBOs) for cultural ly appropriate outreach,
education,  and support for part ic ipating households and
communit ies,  and (2)  include expertise in decarbonization of
single-family homes, mult i family bui ldings,  and manufactured
housing.   
Application Deadline: June 28,  2024

Equitable Building Decarbonization Program
Direct Install  

The purpose of this grant offered through the Off ice of the
Attorney General ,  Cal i fornia Department of Just ice Tobacco
Grant Program is to promote a healthier Cal i fornia by
reducing i l legal  sales and marketing of c igarettes and tobacco
products,  incl .  e-cigs,  to minors and youth.   
Application Deadline:  June 28,  2024  

Tobacco Grant Program FY 2024-25

The Equity,  Engagement,  and Education (EEE) Grant Account
Cycle 2 wi l l  award grants up to $200,000 for the purposes of
bui lding CBO, Tribal ,  and community capacity to understand
and engage with CPUC decision-making processes.  This wi l l
enable CBOs and Tribes to have more inf luence over clean
energy programs and support making these programs more
accessible to their  served communit ies.   
Application Deadline: June 30,  2024  

Equity, Engagement, and Education (EEE) Grant
Account Cycle 2  

https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/equitable-building-decarbonization-program-direct-install/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/equitable-building-decarbonization-program-direct-install/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/tobacco-grant-program-fy-2024-25-request-for-proposals/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/environmental-enhancement-mitigation-3/%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/environmental-enhancement-mitigation-3/%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/environmental-enhancement-mitigation-3/%22%20/t%20%22_blank
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The Morgan Stanley Al l iance for Chi ldren’s Mental  Health
Innovation Awards provide seed funding for transformative
mental  healthcare solutions for chi ldren and youth across the
U.S.  The Awards seek new or pi loted projects from direct-
service organizations that wi l l  help address the far-reaching
chal lenges of stress,  anxiety,  depression,  or other mental
health issues in chi ldren and young adults in the U.S.  Projects
must tackle specif ic  issues and address unmet needs,  with a
goal  of  reducing st igma, increasing access to care,  improving
equity in mental  health,  enabling early identif ication and
prevention,  or enhancing intervention,  especial ly  among
disadvantaged and vulnerable populations.  U.S.-based 501(c)
(3)  publ ic  charit ies are el igible,  with a focus on those with an
annual total  revenue under $5 mil l ion.  Five winners wi l l
receive grants to scale their  innovative work as wel l  as
leadership training and other opportunit ies,  while a broader
group of appl icants wi l l  be invited to join a leadership
learning series.  
Application deadline :  July 8,  2024 

G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

The Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) ,  codif ied as
Section 148 of Tit le 23,  United States Code (23 U.S.C §148),  is
a core federal-aid program to States for the purpose of
achieving a signif icant reduction in fatal it ies and serious
injuries on al l  publ ic roads.  The Division of Local  Assistance
(DLA) manages Cal i fornia's local  agency share of HSIP funds.
Cal i fornia's Local  HSIP focuses on infrastructure projects with
national ly recognized crash reduction factors (CRFs) .  Local
HSIP projects must be identif ied on the basis of  crash
experience,  crash potential ,  crash rate,  or other data-
supported means.  
Application Deadline: Sept.  9,  2024 

Local Highway Safety Improvement Program
(HSIP) 

Morgan Stanley Alliance for Children’s Mental
Health Innovation Awards 

https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/local-highway-safety-improvement-program-hsip-2/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/local-highway-safety-improvement-program-hsip-2/
https://www.morganstanley.com/about-us/giving-back/childrens-mental-health-awards
https://www.morganstanley.com/about-us/giving-back/childrens-mental-health-awards


WATCH CITY  COUNCIL  MEETINGS

WATCH COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS MEETINGS

The City of San Diego has
developed a new interactive
Project Finder Map that allows
the public to find details and
location information on
hundreds of construction
projects and events citywide.
Access the map here.

Project Finder
Map: 

In the San Diego Promise Zone, civic engagement plays a pivotal
role in addressing the challenges residents face. It's not merely
a process; it's a lifeline for residents to actively participate in the
decision-making processes that directly impact their lives. By
involving residents in understanding the unique issues that the
Promise Zone faces, such as economic inequalities and
educational gaps, civic engagement allows for the co-creation of
effective strategies tailored to the community's specific needs.

Civic Engagement in
the Promise Zone

Blueprint SD is using the best
available data to identify areas
for more homes and jobs that
are connected to convenient
and affordable options to
walk, bike, and ride transit to
meet daily needs. Learn more
about this strategy.   

Blueprint SD

The City of San Diego wants
your input on the Mobility
Master Plan, a comprehensive
transportation planning effort
to create a balanced,
equitable, and sustainable
mobility system for the City of
San Diego. Learn more and
submit a comment!

Mobility Master
Plan Survey

https://www.sandiego.gov/get-it-done
https://sandiego.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=31
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://sandiego-public.dotmapsapp.com/map
https://www.sandiego.gov/blueprint-sd
https://www.sandiego.gov/blueprint-sd
https://www.sandiego.gov/sustainability-mobility/mobility/mobility-master-plan
https://www.sandiego.gov/sustainability-mobility/mobility/mobility-master-plan


Spotlight on SDPD Services

For National Safety Month, we are highlighting the San
Diego Police Department, which offers a variety of

services to support the public, including:

Event 
Calendar

Report
A Crime

Find Your 
Police Station

Traffic Accidents,
Reports, Tickets and
Concerns

Know what to do if
you’re in a traffic
collision, how to obtain
an accident report and
take care of tickets you
may have received.

Permits

Get permits for your
home, business or a
special event in a City
park or on City property.

Internet Crimes
Against Children

Learn about how to
report and prevent
crimes against children
that are carried out
online.

Financial Crimes

Learn how to report and
access resources for
financial crimes,
including identity theft,
credit card fraud and
computer crimes

Vehicle Impounds
and Towing

Find a vehicle that may
have been towed by the
City of San Diego. 

Crimes Outside of
SDPD Jurisdiction

Contact information for
crimes not within SDPD’s
jurisdiction.

https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services

https://www.sandiego.gov/police/events
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/file-police-report
https://sandiego.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=a3bd23eeb88d44a582057f2b0ae5045a
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/events
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/events
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/events
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/file-police-report
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/file-police-report
https://sandiego.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=a3bd23eeb88d44a582057f2b0ae5045a
https://sandiego.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=a3bd23eeb88d44a582057f2b0ae5045a
https://sandiego.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/lookup/index.html?appid=a3bd23eeb88d44a582057f2b0ae5045a
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/traffic-accidents-reports-tickets-concerns
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/traffic-accidents-reports-tickets-concerns
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/traffic-accidents-reports-tickets-concerns
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/child-abuse
https://www.sandiego.gov/sdicac
https://www.sandiego.gov/sdicac
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/financial-crimes
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/vehicle-impounds-towing
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services/vehicle-impounds-towing
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/crimes-outside-sdpd-jurisdiction
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/crimes-outside-sdpd-jurisdiction
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/services


Job Board

The City of San Diego seeks a
City Attorney Investigator
Trainee that will assist with
investigations for City liability
and other cases where the City
may be either the plaintiff or
defendant, and perform other
duties as assigned. For more
Information, click here.  

City Attorney 
Investigator Trainee

Fleet Science Center is looking for a
Visitor Service Manager that will
support the Fleet’s Mission, Brand
Pillars and Visitor Experience
Philosophy by overseeing the
departments and staff members. 
Sign Up Now!

Visitor Services Manager

The County of San Diego is hiring
a Housing Program Analyst. This
is an entry-level analyst position
and a great opportunity to
advance your career in affordable
housing and community
revitalization! Apply Here. 

Housing Program Analyst 

Informal Job Database, Solicitation for Services

C i t y  o f  S a n  D i e g o  –  P e r s o n n e l  J o b  B o a r d

S a n  D i e g o  W o r k f o r c e  P a r t n e r s h i p  –  J o b  B o a r d

S a n  D i e g o  R e g i o n a l  E D C  –  J o b  B o a r d

Looking for more roles? Check out additional job boards!

Page 20June 2024

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sandiego/jobs/4498795/city-attorney-investigator-trainee?page=1&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sandiego/jobs/4498795/city-attorney-investigator-trainee?page=1&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.paycomonline.net/v4/ats/web.php/jobs/ViewJobDetails?job=140502&clientkey=E5BFB01AFCFD45F3DE5537D97A7B584D
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sdcounty/jobs/4463691/housing-program-analyst-i-24355603
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sdcounty/jobs/4463691/housing-program-analyst-i-24355603
https://www.sandiego.gov/empopp/city-jobs
https://workforce.org/jobboards/
https://sandiegolifechanging.org/hiring-in-san-diego/
https://sandiegolifechanging.org/hiring-in-san-diego/
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OVERVIEW

Between 2016 and 2021, the
unemployment rate decreased
from 14.9% to 6.7%, and the
poverty rate fell  from 38.3% to
22.1% (ACS, 2016-21). We
recognize there are many factors
that contribute to these numbers.
We do know that in the 8 years
since the designation, targeted
efforts from the city and CBOs
have supported improvement in
these areas; However, we
recognize there is sti l l  plenty of
work to do to continue advocating
for our Promise Zone residents.

ABOUT THE PROMISE ZONE

In 2016, the San Diego Promise Zone became one of 22
federally designated Promise Zones in the United States
and one of only four in California. The San Diego Promise
Zone covers a 6.4-square-mile targeted area with more
than 80,000 residents that spans East Vil lage and Barrio
Logan east to Encanto. It is home to the City’s most
culturally rich and ethnically diverse neighborhoods, but
also some of the most under-resourced communities. 

Through the Promise Zone initiative, community-based
organizations, direct service providers, residents, and
business owners work with government agencies to
enhance collective impact, streamline resources, and
deliver comprehensive support.

SAN DIEGO PROMISE ZONE
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Increase access to healthy foods
Improve access to healthcare
Support opportunities for active
transportation and active living

Create and preserve
affordable housing
Support renters, first-
time homebuyers, and
people without housing

Cultivate opportunities for
career exploration, applied
learning, and youth leadership
Create meaningful summer
employment experiences for
teenagers

Dialogue with residents
Create environments conducive
to learning and working
Improve infrastructure

Increase the number of students
meeting school readiness and
grade-level expectations
Increase educational and career
supports for Opportunity Youth

Increase and improve
access to capital

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/sdpz-newsrelease-160606.pdf


Stay Connected to the 

Promise Zone Staff
Amber Joy Weber, Promise Zone Program Manager / AJWeber@sandiego.gov

Roosevelt Williams III, Program Specialist / RooseveltW@sandiego.gov

Daniel Hamilton, VISTA Leader / dhamilton@sandiego.gov 

Zachary Enberg, Grants & Research Associate VISTA / ZEngberg@sandiego.gov

Domanic Riley, Grants & Research Associate VISTA / DRiley@sandiego.gov

Bryan Villegas, Operations Associate VISTA / BVillegas@sandiego.gov

Ian Hembree, Civic Engagement Associate VISTA / IHembree@sandiego.gov

Rebeca Nava McClellan, Communications Associate VISTA / rnavamcclell@sandiego.gov

Ronah Famorcan, Employ and Empower Intern / RFFamorcan@sandiego.gov 
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Photo Credit: Emma Mattingly, City of San Diego-EDD 
*not pictured: Ronah Fe Famorcan, who is on vacation after graduating from SDSU*
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