










July 23, 2024  
Historical Resources Board 
City of San Diego 
1222 First Avenue, MS 501 
San Diego CA 92101  
 
Re: July 25, 2024 Item # 4: Materials in support of contributing resource determinations 
 
Dear Chair Hutter and Board Members:  
 
On Item #4 – “Heart of Bankers Hill Historic District National Register Nomination”, and other items 
brought forward to the HRB that provide a recommendation to the State for listing districts on the 
National Register, I have three questions: 

1. Where can the public find the materials that support the determination of 
“Contributing” vs. “Non-Contributing” resources? 

Background: 

• The only information provided on the form for National Register of Historic Places 
Registration for each resource includes “Address”, “APN”, “Year”, “Architect” and a 
short write-up of ~ 50-100 words describing the resource. 

• In contrast, research reports for the nomination of individual resources contain 
over 100 pages of documentation and are always publicly available. They are 
transparent and allow the public to follow-along and provide informed comments 
on the determination of the contributing resource. 

• City Staff along with the parties bringing forward nominations have alluded to data, 
materials, frameworks, and other support in the determination of “Contributing 
Resources”, but to-date it appears that information is not available to the public 
for this or the prior three districts that have come before this board. 

 
2. Are members of the HRB provided with additional materials so they can make informed 

decisions in support the determination of “Contributing” vs. “Non-Contributing” 
resources? 
 

3. If so, can those materials be provided to the public as well ahead of each meeting? 

This matters for transparency and informed decision making. We know based on prior 
submissions (e.g., Inspiration Heights) that there are significant contradictions between the short 
descriptions for each resource vs other publicly available materials and the reality of the property 
itself. We know that: 

• Resources previously noted in historic resource survey reports as “Heavily Altered” and 
“Altered Beyond Recognition” were noted as “Contributing” without mention of or 
reconciliation of the discrepancy. 

• Substantial changes such as demolition, destruction, and alteration that impaired the 
significance of resources were omitted from the short write-ups. 



• Homeowners of resources noted as “Contributing” in the state listing, impatient with 
designation timing have subsequently initiated their own process for designation of their 
own property, only to be informed by their advisors that their home would not qualify due to 
significant alterations and that they should just wait for the State listing. 

Without acknowledgment of the inconsistency or reconciliation between short write-up and the 
prior publicly available materials or the physical resource itself, it’s nearly impossible to follow 
along and have an opportunity to comment on the determination of contributing resources. 

The number of resources being brought forward through criteria E is now at a record pace, on 
track for over a thousand resources in 2024 alone. It’s more important than ever to provide 
transparent and complete information on all contributing resources to the board and the public. 

 

Thank you very much, 

 

Wesley Morgan 

Resident, D3 
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July 24, 2024 
 
Historical Resources Board 
 
Commissioners, 
 
The Bankers Hill Community Group (BHCG) is an all-volunteer public benefit 
organization formed in 2011 to share community information and give residents 
a voice in neighborhood matters. Through presentations and reports from 
government representatives, featured local businesses, other community 
organizations and resources, we bring information to home owners, renters, 
property and business owners during our monthly meetings and through our 
newsletters.  BHCG civic contributions that support and improve Bankers Hill 
include organizing and staffing the annual PRIDE weekend clean-up, monthly 
litter pick-ups, planting and caring for the Adopt-A-Plot Garden in Balboa Park, 
serving lunch and bussing tables at the Bankers Hill Club House, helping start 
Neighborhood Watch Programs and sharing local crime and safety info.  BHCG 
also supports efforts to maintain and preserve Bankers Hill cultural landmarks and 
natural resources such as the Quince Street Bridge, the Spruce Street Bridge, 
Maple and Arroyo Canyons.   
 
At its most recent meeting held July 18, 2024, the BHCG Steering Committee 
considered and voted in favor of supporting the nomination of Heart of Bankers 
Hill Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places. Such a listing 
benefits the city of San Diego’s reputation in valuing and preserving its history. It 
recognizes an area that is a source of local pride and enjoyment as well as a 
significant draw for tourists, walkers, hikers, and history buffs.  Having reviewed 
the application and supporting documentation, BHCG recognizes the unique 
architectural heritage described therein and urges the commission to support 
this nomination. 
 
Thank you, 
Nancy Moors 
Chair — Bankers Hill Community Group 



 

 

 

July 24, 2024 

City of San Diego Historic Resources Board 

 

Commissioners: 

The Hillcrest History Guild (HHG) is an all-volunteer public benefit organization formed in 2007. Our 
mission is to remember the past as we link to the future. Based on this mission, the Hillcrest History 
Guild wholeheartedly supports the nomination of our neighbor, the Heart of Bankers Hill Historic 
District, onto the National Register of Historic Places. This is an honor not only for the Heart of Bankers 
Hill it’s to be shared with all San Diegans. Such a listing benefits Uptown and the city of San Diego’s 
reputation in valuing and preserving our valuable history. 

I hope you’ve enjoyed a stroll through this district which encompasses many structures designed by 
San Diego’s most prominent architects during the first half of the twentieth century. Walking through 
this neighborhood gives one the feeling of a sense of place missing in so many of our communities. 

Please support their efforts. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Ann M. Garwood, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


