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Hello and happy July! The Promise Zone’s four working
groups are on a summer break and will reconvene in August.

In June, the Economic Activity working group led a business
walk through Barrio Logan. Our Promise Zone team, City
employees, and dedicated volunteers listened to community
concerns and provided resources to small businesses.
Thank you to all of the volunteers from numerous partner
organizations who participated in the walk!  For more details,
visit www.SanDiego.gov/BusinessWalks.

This month, we hope you’ll join us in providing input on the
City of San Diego’s Inclusive Public Engagement Guide on
July 11 at 6pm.  For more info and to register, visit
bit.ly/InclusivePublicEngagement.  Additionally, if you’d
like to learn about worker co-ops or co-op conversions,
please join us for an exploratory “deep dive” at our second
Cooperative Convening over Zoom on July 31 at 6:30pm.
Register here.

Keep reading for spotlights on local businesses and more!

A MESSAGE TO OUR PARTNERS
FROM THE PROMISE ZONE STAFF

IN THE NEWS
PROMISE ZONE

Farewell,  AmeriCorps VISTA Bryan Villegas!
“I  want to thank the San Diego Promise Zone team, the Economic
Development Department, and all  of our amazing partners for an
impactful year of service.

It has been an honor to spend the last year working alongside an inspiring
group of people who have shown their dedication into making San Diego
and the Promise Zone community a better place. I  look forward to seeing
how much more wil l  be done in the next few years! 

Hopefully our paths wil l  cross again in the future, but in the meantime
feel free to reach out to me on LinkedIn or via email if  you would l ike to
connect!”-  Bryan Vil legas

THE TABLE CAFE
COMING TO MT. HOPE

WORK ON $25 MILLION
IMPERIAL AVENUE

BIKEWAY 
OFFICIALLY BEGINS WITH

GROUNDBREAKING

SAN DIEGO'S ‘PARKS AFTER
DARK' RETURNS FOR 3RD
SUMMER OF FREE, FAMILY

FUN

http://www.sandiego.gov/BusinessWalks
https://bit.ly/InclusivePublicEngagement
https://sandiego.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItd-CgpzguGq_Pf_h7jzcR2-TrHW312yk
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/the-table-cafe-coming-to-mt-hope/ar-BB1pqt6k?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/the-table-cafe-coming-to-mt-hope/ar-BB1pqt6k?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/work-on-25-million-imperial-avenue-bikeway-officially-begins-with-groundbreaking/ar-BB1p1W0q?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/work-on-25-million-imperial-avenue-bikeway-officially-begins-with-groundbreaking/ar-BB1p1W0q?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/work-on-25-million-imperial-avenue-bikeway-officially-begins-with-groundbreaking/ar-BB1p1W0q?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/work-on-25-million-imperial-avenue-bikeway-officially-begins-with-groundbreaking/ar-BB1p1W0q?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/work-on-25-million-imperial-avenue-bikeway-officially-begins-with-groundbreaking/ar-BB1p1W0q?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/work-on-25-million-imperial-avenue-bikeway-officially-begins-with-groundbreaking/ar-BB1p1W0q?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/san-diegos-parks-after-dark-returns-for-3rd-summer-of-free-family-fun/3540641/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/san-diegos-parks-after-dark-returns-for-3rd-summer-of-free-family-fun/3540641/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/san-diegos-parks-after-dark-returns-for-3rd-summer-of-free-family-fun/3540641/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/local/san-diegos-parks-after-dark-returns-for-3rd-summer-of-free-family-fun/3540641/


David Favela & 
Carmen Velasco-Favela

SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY  

Border X Brewing and
Mujeres Brew House

When married brewmasters and entrepreneurs
David Favela and Carmen Velasco-Favela  opened
Border X Brewing in 2013, the Barrio Logan
community flocked to their space, and they quickly
expanded to meet the local thirst for Mexican-
style craft beer.  

The largest contingent, Carmen said, were after
her own heart: Latinx women who yearned for a
space in the burgeoning San Diego craft brewing
industry that was (and is) majority populated by
white males. 

“What should we do to celebrate the women?”
Carmen asked.  The answer:  Open a brewery for
women, by women.  But Carmen’s vision didn’t
start and stop with a brewery; it extended to
become a place where women can gather.

At the height of the pandemic, in July 2020,
Mujeres Brew House opened on the corner of
Julian and Dewey.  Craft beers are one component,
and a community space where women are
welcome and celebrated is another.  Today,
hundreds of women come to Mujeres Brew House
to attend women-centered events in addition to
drinking good beer.

A fearless advocate for community and small
businesses, “Community is needed more than ever
in 2024,” Carmen stated.     

Much like its parent brewery, Border X, Mujeres
has become a community hub and has drawn
national interest, including a Best Small Business
award in the “the sixth-coolest neighborhood in
the world” in 2022 (Time Out Magazine).  

Visit https://www.borderxbrewing.com for information 
about these Barrio Logan breweries.

David Favela with Business Walk participants on June 27, 
2024.

Carmen Velasco-Favela with Business Walk participants
on June 27, 2024.

https://www.borderxbrewing.com/story/
https://sandiegomagazine.com/archive/mujeres-brew-club-brings-beer-education-to-barrio-logan/
https://sandiegomagazine.com/archive/mujeres-brew-club-brings-beer-education-to-barrio-logan/
https://sandiegomagazine.com/archive/mujeres-brew-club-brings-beer-education-to-barrio-logan/
https://sandiegomagazine.com/archive/mujeres-brew-club-brings-beer-education-to-barrio-logan/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/in-your-neighborhood/hipsters-declare-barrio-logan-one-of-coolest-neighborhoods-in-world/3069477/
https://www.nbcsandiego.com/in-your-neighborhood/hipsters-declare-barrio-logan-one-of-coolest-neighborhoods-in-world/3069477/


PARTICIPATE IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY’S
INCLUSIVE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT GUIDE

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU!

LIGHT SNACKS WILL BE
PROVIDED 

TO REGISTER: 
Scan the QR code or visit
bit.ly/InclusivePublicEngagement

San Diego Made Factory
2031 Commercial St
San Diego, CA 92113

Thursday
July 11, 2024
6:00-7:30pm

https://bit.ly/InclusivePublicEngagement
https://bit.ly/InclusivePublicEngagement


6:30 - 7:30 PM

Weds, July 31, 2024

Virtually through Zoom

Register Now!

Cooperative Convening #2: 
Deep Dive into Worker Co-ops
and Conversions 

The San Diego Promise Zone is excited to invite you to
our FREE cooperative learning workshop.

Interested in starting a co-op or
transitioning your business into a
worker-owned co-op? This
second meeting will be a “deep
dive” into worker cooperatives
and conversions. Our guest
speakers will be Kirk Vartan,
who successfully transitioned his
pizzeria in the Bay Area from a
traditional ownership model to a
worker cooperative, and Grant
Ruroede, an urban planner with
extensive educational experience
in the world of cooperatives. Join
us!

Prosperity in the
Promise Zone 

https://sandiego.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItd-CgpzguGq_Pf_h7jzcR2-TrHW312yk


Promise Zone Calendar

You are invited to the DREAMS+DUCATS upcoming program launch event on
Wednesday, July 10 from 5 - 7 pm at San Diego Made Factory. They will share
their paradigm shifting approach to the future of financial education and
economic empowerment and also explore financial literacy as a community
health issue. RVSP now!

DREAMS+DUCATS Presents "C.R.E.A.M."

July
10

Logan Heights Community Development Corporation (LHCDC) and the Greater
Logan Heights Small Business Advisory Group would like to invite you to take
part in this year's 3rd Annual Taste of Imperial Ave on Friday, August 2, 2024,
from 4 PM – 9 PM. The main goal of this event is to help support small
businesses along Imperial Avenue within the Greater Logan Heights area.
Click here for more information. 

Aug
2

3rd Annual Taste of Imperial

We post partner events to our
City Calendar website. If you
would like us to post your
event, please fill out our
Submission Form. The form is
also available on our website.

Partner Announcements

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dreamsducats-presents-cream-tickets-925649090347?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://one.bidpal.net/tasteofimperial2024/welcome
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/sdpromisezone/events
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeC8A02ABJse03mbs1-CaB8Z6OFSmN9piu3WLDKWt8LkFH2ZQ/viewform
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/sdpromisezone/events


Visit us at select libraries and locations around the
city to learn about discounted internet, low-cost 

computers and get one-on-one tech support.

Scan the QR code for this month’s schedule. 

DIGITAL NAVIGATOR 
PROGRAM

Got tech questions?
We’ve got answers!

English | Spanish | Tagalog | Cantonese | Urdu | Hindi

Call our helpline to learn more

1-800-350-6945

Date: Tuesday, July 30, 2024 Time: 8:30am- 10:00am
Location: Civic Center Plaza, 14th Floor Conference Room

1200 Third Avenue, San Diego, CA 92101

Interested in discussing issues facing businesses and ways
to use resources to expand your business? The Small

Business Advisory Board meets in person on every fourth
Tuesday, with this month being an exception. Visit the
website for up-to-date information! Members of the

public are welcome to speak during public comment.

 
The full agenda is available HERE 72

hours in advance.

Small Business Advisory Board
Open Public Meetings

https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/dam/sdc/hhsa/programs/sd/community_action_partnership/CAB/Application_Form/CAB%20Application%202022.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/business/starting/advisory
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/business/starting/advisory
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/business/starting/advisory
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/business/starting/advisory
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/business/starting/advisory
https://www.sandiego.gov/economic-development/business/starting/advisory#meetings


Partner Announcements
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mailto:mpanicker@secondchanceprogram.org
https://maacproject.org/nextlevel/
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Summer-EBT (S-EBT) is now called SUN Bucks. Starting

June 2024 families will get $120 per eligible
child to buy groceries.

A child is automatically eligible if they are between 6
and 18 years of age and participate in CalFresh, 
Medi-Cal, or CalWORKS.

Complete the school meal application or Alternate
Income Form from your school. If you're not sure if
you've completed this form, please ask your school.

Ensure that your mailing address is current with your
child’s school and with the county.

Children experiencing homelessness, living in foster

care, or of a migrant family are automatically eligible for

SUN Bucks. 

SUN Bucks will NOT impact immigration status.

For more information scan QR code.

SUN Bucks helpline 1-877-328-9677

Supported by the San Diego County Childhood Obesity Initiative

Summer Food Nutrition Program for Kids 



STAR/PAL Youth Program
Volunteers Needed

Provide homework assistance and
some remedial help to students
studying in City or County branch
libraries at various locations. Assist
with youth athletic or recreational
activities, including score keeping,
judging, timing, umpiring, set
up/take down, food service, etc.
May include football, track & field,
soccer, basketball, swimming,
fishing, math olympiads, etc.
Find out more about volunteer
opportunities.

Youth Opportunity
Pass Program

All riders 18 & under will be able to
ride MTS and North County Transit
District (NCTD) services for FREE
with a Youth PRONTO app
account, or a Youth PRONTO card.
The Youth Opportunity Pass is a
pilot program, sponsored by the
San Diego Association of
Governments (SANDAG) and
County of San Diego. This
promotion has now extended for
another two years, until 
June 30, 2026.

Partner Announcements 

Adult High School
Diploma Program

San Diego Public Library is proud to
offer adults the opportunity to earn
an accredited high school diploma.
They currently offer two diploma
programs: Career Online High
School and Gale Excel Adult High
School. Adults who are looking to
continue their education, expand
their career opportunities or apply
to enter the military will benefit.
These programs are offered entirely
online with 24/7 access to fit busy
schedules. Learn more here.

Barrio Logan College
Institute Volunteers
Needed

Volunteering at BLCI is a great way
to help teach young people
valuable life lessons, guide in their
quest for higher education and
learn something about yourself in
return. Whether you help with
homework or teach about a subject,
you’ll build healthy relationships
with young people eager for adult
guidance. To learn about
volunteer opportunities contact
volunteer@blci.org.

https://www.sandiego.gov/police/recruiting/volunteer
https://www.sandiego.gov/police/recruiting/volunteer
https://gonctd.com/YOP
https://gonctd.com/YOP
https://youthopportunitypass.sandag.org/
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/services/adulteducation/adulthsdiploma#:~:text=What%20is%20Career%20Online%20High,limited%20number%20of%20qualified%20students.
mailto:volunteer@blci.org


My Creative Journey | Mi Viaje Creativo
Arts & Culture Feature

The San Diego Made Factory (SDMade) is thrilled to present its project, "My Creative
Journey/Mi Viaje Creativo." This collaborative program is designed to showcase the creativity,
innovation, and community within the San Diego Promise Zone neighborhoods. By
facilitating a rotating, immersive residency experience curated by the SDMade Programming
Committee, this project aims to highlight the exceptional talent, innovation, and
entrepreneurship existing within these communities.

Through this initiative, the San Diego Made Factory provides artists with valuable exposure
and support, fostering a vibrant and dynamic arts and culture environment in the Promise
Zone. The project will be open to the public and presented in multiple formats, aiming to
inspire budding talents and inform them about the processes that shape the creative
journeys of resident artists. By engaging with these facilities in their neighborhoods,
community members will experience firsthand how these hubs serve as centers for creativity
and innovation. 

The San Diego Made Factory is offering free workshops, speaker series, public art displays, and
exciting events that are centered around a quarterly residency for four local artists. An advisory
committee of local community leaders helped identify and select the artists. To qualify, each
artist must have had experience working in Promise Zone communities, demonstrated a
model of success that can be shared with and impact the public, and incorporated traditional
art practices and cultural insights into their work or history. This project highlights local
expertise and sparks collaboration about community opportunities and challenges. 

Through this program, emerging artists will be able to find inspiration and mentorship, while
the resident artists will enjoy free workspace and a living stipend. 

For more information about this project and events, go to
https://sandiegomade.org/impact/.

https://sandiegomade.org/impact/
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w o r k i n g  g r o u p
 p r i o r i t y  a l i g n m e n t Housing Affordability

Jobs + Education Healthy Communities

Safety

Economic Activity

G R A N T  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

The Enhancing Agricultural  Opportunit ies for Mil i tary
Veterans Program provides grants to non-profits to increase
the number of mil i tary veterans gaining knowledge and
ski l ls  through comprehensive,  hands-on and immersive
model farm and ranch programs offered regional ly that lead
to successful  careers in the food and agricultural  sector.
The program encourages the development of training
opportunit ies specif ical ly  designed for mil i tary veterans.
AgVets projects wi l l  offer onsite,  hands-on training and
classroom education leading to a comprehensive
understanding of successful  farm and ranch operations and
management practices.  Projects may also offer workforce
readiness and employment prospects for service-disabled
veterans.  Ensuring there are pathways for mil i tary veterans
interested in pursuing careers in agriculture — regardless
of age or production choice — strengthens agricultural
production and rural  economies across the United States.
NIFA requests appl ications for the AgVets to provide grants
to nonprofit  organizations for training programs and
services to establ ish and enhance farming and ranching
opportunit ies for mil i tary veterans.  
Grant amount :  $100,000 -  $250,000 
Application deadline :  Thursday,  July 11,  2024 

Enhancing Agricultural Opportunities for 
Military Veterans (AgVets) 

The purpose of this Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) is  to
provide grant funding for non-profit  organizations to establ ish
Women Business Centers (WBCs) that wi l l  provide
entrepreneurial  development services to women, with an
emphasis on social ly  and economical ly disadvantaged
entrepreneurs in locations that are outside of the geographical
areas of exist ing WBCs within the United States and its
territories.  
Grant amount :  $75,000 -  $150,000 
Application deadline: July 15,  2024 

Women’s Business Center (WBC), Initial Phase Grants 

https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities/enhancing-agricultural-opportunities-military-veterans-competitive
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities/enhancing-agricultural-opportunities-military-veterans-competitive
https://www.nifa.usda.gov/grants/funding-opportunities/enhancing-agricultural-opportunities-military-veterans-competitive
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/354808
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The BIFS program supports the demonstration,  ref inement,  and
outreach of SPM-based farming systems that are economical ly
viable and protective of human health and the environment.  Al l
aspects of the farming system may be considered as they relate
to pest management,  including factors such as adjacent
landscapes,  whether they are farmed or not.  For the current
sol ic itat ion,  Cal i fornia Department of Farming and Agriculture
(CDFA) is  priorit iz ing projects focusing on the fol lowing topic:
Dacthal  (dimethyl  tetrachloroterephthalate,  DCPA) alternatives
in Brassica and onion crops,  Neonicotinoid alternatives in
tomato,  Lygus management in cotton, and Fumigant
alternatives.  Projects wi l l  typical ly include al l  the fol lowing
elements:  1.  On-farm demonstration/evaluation of an
innovative,  biological ly based farming system that employs SPM
strategies;  2.  A col laborative outreach effort  for sharing
technical  information about the farming system with growers,
PCAs,  commodity groups,  and others engaged in pest
management,  and; 3.  An organized program for monitoring key
biological  and economic variables to inform on-farm decision
making and evaluate project success.  
Grant Amount :  One awardee, $1 mil l ion 
Application deadline:  July 21,  2024 

Biologically Integrated Farming Systems (BIFS) Grant Program 

The Cal i fornia Department of Fish and Wildl i fe seeks
proposals for highest priority projects associated with the
implementation of a Natural  Community Conservation Plan,  or
NCCP. Proposals must address the highest priority tasks
associated with the implementation of an NCCP such as:
Management Activit ies:  Immediate management actions on
newly acquired NCCP reserve lands;  Restoration/
Enhancement:  Restoration or enhancement of habitats or
species populations on NCCP reserve lands;  Monitoring:
Design and implementation of biological  monitoring programs
identif ied in an NCCP, including the establ ishment of sampling
methods,  monitoring plots,  data col lect ion,  management,  and
analysis;  Reserve Management Plans:  Development and
implementation of individual  reserve management plans;
Mapping:  New or updated mapping in support of  NCCP
management or monitoring activit ies,  such as vegetation
community mapping;  Targeted Studies for Adaptive
Management:  Studies to evaluate management actions for
covered habitats or species,  and whether such actions are
meeting stated goals or require adjustments through adaptive
management;  Other:  Other non-land acquisit ion priority tasks,
identif ied by the applicant and implementing partners,  which
are needed to ensure effective implementation of the NCCP. 
Grant Amount :  Dependent on # of qual i f ied applicants,
$576,000 total  wi l l  be distr ibuted 
Application deadline :  July 23,  2024 

2024 Natural Community Conservation Planning 
Local Assistance Grant Program 

https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/biologically-integrated-farming-systems-2/
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/NCCP/Plans
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/NCCP/Plans
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/2024-natural-community-conservation-planning-local-assistance-grant-program/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/2024-natural-community-conservation-planning-local-assistance-grant-program/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/2024-natural-community-conservation-planning-local-assistance-grant-program/
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The Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) ,  codif ied as
Section 148 of Tit le 23,  United States Code (23 U.S.C §148),  is
a core federal-aid program to States for the purpose of
achieving a signif icant reduction in fatal it ies and serious
injuries on al l  publ ic roads.  The Division of Local  Assistance
(DLA) manages Cal i fornia's local  agency share of HSIP funds.
Cal i fornia's Local  HSIP focuses on infrastructure projects with
national ly recognized crash reduction factors (CRFs) .  Local
HSIP projects must be identif ied on the basis of  crash
experience,  crash potential ,  crash rate,  or other data-
supported means.  
Application Deadline: Sept.  9,  2024 

Local Highway Safety Improvement Program
(HSIP) 

This foundation bel ieves that investment in youth is
fundamental  to future cultural  and economic prosperity.
Innovative K-12 STEAM education programs are the principal
springboard for youth to reach their  ful l  potential ,  part icularly
in under-served communit ies.  In evaluating these applications,
they focus on several  important areas:  programs with clear
connections between mission,  vis ion,  and how the objectives of
the organization are met,  i .e. ,  a targeted demographic,
measurable results and outcomes, a strategic plan detai l ing
goals over the next 3-to-5 years,  col laboration with similar goal-
minded groups,  and sustainabi l i ty.  
The specif ic  guidel ines regarding el igibi l i ty are as fol lows:  
ONE: The organization supports or operates a formal c lassroom
K -12 program, of which the primary purpose,  curriculum, or
object emphasizes the teaching of mathematics or the sciences
and/or the application or development of ski l ls  related to art ,
performing arts,  and/or music.  
TWO: The organization has been establ ished and operated
within San Diego County for more than 12 months and has not
been funded by the Thomas C.  Ackerman Foundation within the
last 24 months.   
Grant Amount:  $5,000 -  $50,000 
Application Deadline :  August 2,  2024  

Thomas C Ackerman Foundation 2024 Q3 Grant 

https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/local-highway-safety-improvement-program-hsip-2/
https://www.grants.ca.gov/grants/local-highway-safety-improvement-program-hsip-2/
https://ackermanfoundation.org/
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The Promise Zone can support the Partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support.  

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associate,  Zachary Engberg ,
at  zengberg@sandiego.gov for more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

Under this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA),  DOL
wil l  award grants through a competit ive process to
organizations providing pre-apprenticeship services that
support education,  occupational  ski l ls  training,  and
employment services to opportunity youth,  ages 16 to 24,  who
are performing meaningful  work and service to their
communit ies.  The YouthBuild program model prepares
partic ipants for qual ity jobs in a variety of careers,  in diverse
industry sectors,  part icularly in infrastructure sectors,  and
includes wrap-around services such as mentoring,  trauma-
informed care,  personal counsel ing,  transportation supports,
and employment preparation -  al l  key strategies for
addressing violence in communit ies.  YouthBuild appl icants
must include construction ski l ls  training and may include
occupational  ski l ls  training in other in-demand industries.
This expansion into addit ional  in-demand industries is  the
Construction Plus component.  El igible appl icants for these
grants are public or private non-profit  agencies or
organizations,  including consortia of such agencies or
organizations.  These organizations include rural ,  urban, or
Native American/Tribal  entit ies that have previously served
opportunity youth in a YouthBuild or other similar program.
DOL wil l  fund approximately 75 projects across the country.
Individual  grants wi l l  range from $700,000 to $1.5 mil l ion and
require a 25 percent match from applicants,  using sources
other than federal  funding,  with a matching waiver for Tribal
entit ies and U.S.  insular areas which al lows these entit ies to
not include a match commitment in their  appl ications.  The
grant period of performance for this FOA is 40 months,
including a 4-month planning and a 12-month fol low-up
period.  Questions regarding this FOA Forecast may be emailed
to YB_FOA-ETA-24-53@dol.gov.   
Grant Amount :  $700,000 -  $1.5 mil l ion 
Application deadline:  Sept.  25,  2024, forecasted to open July
15,  2024 

YouthBuild Employment, Labor, and Training Program 

mailto:zengberg@sandiego.gov
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/355058
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/355058
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Description:  The Story of Stuff  Project establ ished the
Grassroots Grants Program in 2017 to support small
organizations and groups organizing against water
privatization and plastic  pol lut ion in the United States.  Project
priorit ize BIPOC led and serving groups with a budget of
$300,000 or less,  and focus on water privatization,  plast ic
pol lut ion,  and other environmental  just ice focus areas.  To
apply,  groups must be led by and serving black,  indigenous,
and communit ies of color AND meet one or more of the
fol lowing requirements:  Project is  campaign-focused, centering
grassroots organizing,  public  education,  training and/or
capacity bui lding that develops ski l ls ,  increases awareness,
and/or bui lds al l iances;  Project centers community-driven,
strategic use of non-violent direct act ion that demonstrate
local  resistance to destructive environmental  act ivit ies i .e.
privatization of public  water sources;  Project amplif ies
community voices in regional ,  national  and international
forums and provide access to decision makers,  funds to go
toward travel  and/or other related costs;  Project leverages
field studies and original  research to hold companies
accountable for their  on-the-ground activit ies;  Project supports
growth for emerging grassroots organization i .e.  seed money.   
Grant amount :  $5,000 
Deadline :  Rol l ing,  reviewed and awarded on a quarterly basis 

The Story of Stuff Project Grassroots Grants 

 The U.S.  Bank Foundation’s Community Possible Grant
Program supports nonprofit  organizations that create stable
jobs,  affordable housing,  and vibrant communit ies in U.S.
Bank’s 26-state retai l  footprint.  Grants are provided in the
fol lowing areas:  workforce education and economic
prosperity;  neighborhood stabi l i ty and revital izat ion,  including
safe,  affordable,  energy-eff ic ient housing;  and art ist ic  and
cultural  enrichment,  learning through play,  and protecting and
enhancing outdoor places to play.  Priority is  given to
organizations with an intentional  mission to promote equity
by serving those facing barriers to economic success,
including low- and moderate- income communit ies,  
Application deadline:  None for letters of interest  

Community Possible Grant Program 

w o r k i n g  g r o u p
 p r i o r i t y  a l i g n m e n t Housing Affordability

Jobs + Education Healthy Communities

Safety

Economic Activity

https://www.storyofstuff.org/grassroots-grants/
https://www.storyofstuff.org/grassroots-grants/
https://www.usbank.com/about-us-bank/community/community-possible-grant-program.html
https://www.usbank.com/about-us-bank/community/community-possible-grant-program.html
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C A P A C I T Y  B U I L D I N G  R E S O U R C E S
Digital Assessment Tool :  Discover your nonprofit ’s  path to digital
transformation — for free with TechSoup’s Digital  Assessment Tool (DAT) to
identify your needs and f ind the best resources to meet them.
National Center for Cultural Competence :  The mission of the NCCC is to
increase the capacity of  health care and mental  health care programs to design,
implement,  and evaluate cultural ly and l inguist ical ly  competent service del ivery
systems to address growing diversity,  persistent disparit ies,  and to promote
health and mental  health equity.
How to Build a Truly Inclusive Nonprofit Volunteer Program:  Writers Faiza
Venzant and Mark Hager dive into the chal lenges and best practices for
developing a diverse volunteer program. 

The Americana Foundation’s American Heritage program area
supports projects and programs throughout the United States
that seek to broaden the inclusivity of  early American art  and
the early American historical  narrative to “tel l  the ful l  story
of”  the American experience.  The Foundation seeks to support
organizations and projects that elevate those whose
perspectives have been tradit ional ly underrepresented,
especial ly  people of color,  Indigenous people,  and women.
Examples of el igible projects include interpretation or
reinterpretation of art ,  decorative arts,  or other objects of
early American material  culture (“Americana”)  and their
placement on public display for the appreciat ion and
understanding of present and future generations;  internships,
fel lowships,  apprenticeships,  and other career development
opportunit ies for people interested in the curation,
conservation,  preservation,  or restoration of Americana; and
exhibits,  v isual  media,  interactive experiences,  and other
educational  programs that contribute to better understanding
or “tel l  the ful l  story” of  the American experience.  (The
Foundation’s Agriculture and Food Systems and Natural
Resources program areas provide support in Michigan.)   
Application deadline :  Concept letters and grant appl ications
are accepted on a rol l ing basis and reviewed quarterly.

Americana Foundation: American Heritage

The Promise Zone can support the Partner grant 
appl ications by providing a Letter of  Support.  

Reach out to our Grants and Research Associate,  Zachary Engberg ,
at  zengberg@sandiego.gov for more information!

INSIDER TIP!INSIDER TIP!  

https://assessment.techsoup.org/
https://nccc.georgetown.edu/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/how-to-build-a-truly-inclusive-nonprofit-volunteer-program/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/author/faiza-venzant/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/author/faiza-venzant/
https://nonprofitquarterly.org/author/mhager/
https://americanafoundation.org/program-areas-overview/american-heritage/
https://americanafoundation.org/overview-grants/guidelines/
mailto:zengberg@sandiego.gov


WATCH CITY  COUNCIL  MEETINGS

WATCH COUNTY BOARD OF
SUPERVISORS MEETINGS

The City of San Diego has
developed a new interactive
Project Finder Map that allows
the public to find details and
location information on
hundreds of construction
projects and events citywide.
Access the map here.

Project Finder
Map: 

In the San Diego Promise Zone, civic engagement plays a pivotal
role in addressing the challenges residents face. It's not merely
a process; it's a lifeline for residents to actively participate in the
decision-making processes that directly impact their lives. By
involving residents in understanding the unique issues that the
Promise Zone faces, such as economic inequalities and
educational gaps, civic engagement allows for the co-creation of
effective strategies tailored to the community's specific needs.

Civic Engagement in
the Promise Zone

Blueprint SD is using the best
available data to identify areas
for more homes and jobs that
are connected to convenient
and affordable options to
walk, bike, and ride transit to
meet daily needs. Learn more
about this strategy.   

Blueprint SD

The City of San Diego wants
your input on the Mobility
Master Plan, a comprehensive
transportation planning effort
to create a balanced,
equitable, and sustainable
mobility system for the City of
San Diego. Learn more and
submit a comment!

Mobility Master
Plan Survey

https://www.sandiego.gov/get-it-done
https://sandiego.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=31
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content/sdc/general/board-meeting-video.html
https://sandiego-public.dotmapsapp.com/map
https://www.sandiego.gov/blueprint-sd
https://www.sandiego.gov/blueprint-sd
https://www.sandiego.gov/sustainability-mobility/mobility/mobility-master-plan
https://www.sandiego.gov/sustainability-mobility/mobility/mobility-master-plan


Reading Prizes, Rules & Reading Log
Participants can log books, hours, and activities online by
clicking here OR by completing a paper log. Print from home or
stop by any San Diego Public Library to pick up your reading log
starting June 1.
Prizes are available for pickup starting June 8 at any of our
library locations.
Prizes given while supplies last.

Register now!

People of all ages are invited to join this event focused on
conserving our city's habitats, ecosystems, wildlife, and natural
resources. Complete 10 books, hours of reading, or activities to

earn prizes. Sign-up started June 1 and runs through August 31.

Program Details

City News
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Spotlight on San Diego Public Library

https://sandiego.beanstack.org/reader365
https://www.sandiego.gov/public-library/in-person-library-services
https://sandiego.beanstack.org/reader365
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Bay and Ocean Lifeguard positions
guard swimmers at public beaches
and bays, perform rescues,
administer first aid, warn
swimmers of dangerous water
conditions, enforce aquatic beach
regulations and ordinances, clean
and maintain lifeguard equipment.
Apply here.

Lifeguard 1

Library Assistant III positions
perform a variety of
paraprofessional library and
clerical work in a branch library
or a section of the Central
Library. Apply here.

Library Assistant III

Informal Job Database, Solicitation for Services

C i t y  o f  S a n  D i e g o  –  P e r s o n n e l  J o b  B o a r d

S a n  D i e g o  W o r k f o r c e  P a r t n e r s h i p  –  J o b  B o a r d

S a n  D i e g o  R e g i o n a l  E D C  –  J o b  B o a r d

Looking for more roles? Check out additional job boards:

As a Recruiter, you will manage a
diverse range of over 20 positions
across various operations. Working
closely with hiring managers, you
will be offered the opportunity to
learn holistic human resource
services in a supportive
environment. Apply here.

Recruiter

Job Board

The Educator Guide interprets
the Organization's collection for
students of all ages in various
program formats and presents
and cares for the wildlife
assigned to the Education
Department. Apply here.

Educator Guide

https://workforce.org/jobboards/
https://workforce.org/jobboards/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sandiego
https://www.sandiego.gov/empopp/city-jobs
https://workforce.org/jobboards/
https://sandiegolifechanging.org/hiring-in-san-diego/
https://sandiegolifechanging.org/hiring-in-san-diego/
https://www.arc-sd.com/about/jobs/
https://us241.dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/en-US/sdzwa/Site/SanDiegoZooCareersExternal/Posting/View/18070
https://us241.dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/en-US/sdzwa/Site/SanDiegoZooCareersExternal/Posting/View/18070
https://us241.dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/en-US/sdzwa/Site/SanDiegoZooCareersExternal/Posting/View/18070
https://us241.dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/en-US/sdzwa/Site/SanDiegoZooCareersExternal/Posting/View/18070
https://us241.dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/en-US/sdzwa/Site/SanDiegoZooCareersExternal/Posting/View/18070
https://us241.dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/en-US/sdzwa/Site/SanDiegoZooCareersExternal/Posting/View/18070
https://us241.dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/en-US/sdzwa/Site/SanDiegoZooCareersExternal/Posting/View/18070
https://us241.dayforcehcm.com/CandidatePortal/en-US/sdzwa/Site/SanDiegoZooCareersExternal/Posting/View/18070
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OVERVIEW

Between 2016 and 2021, the
unemployment rate decreased
from 14.9% to 6.7%, and the
poverty rate fell  from 38.3% to
22.1% (ACS, 2016-21). We
recognize there are many factors
that contribute to these numbers.
We do know that in the 8 years
since the designation, targeted
efforts from the city and CBOs
have supported improvement in
these areas; However, we
recognize there is sti l l  plenty of
work to do to continue advocating
for our Promise Zone residents.

ABOUT THE PROMISE ZONE

In 2016, the San Diego Promise Zone became one of 22
federally designated Promise Zones in the United States
and one of only four in California. The San Diego Promise
Zone covers a 6.4-square-mile targeted area with more
than 80,000 residents that spans East Vil lage and Barrio
Logan east to Encanto. It is home to the City’s most
culturally rich and ethnically diverse neighborhoods, but
also some of the most under-resourced communities. 

Through the Promise Zone initiative, community-based
organizations, direct service providers, residents, and
business owners work with government agencies to
enhance collective impact, streamline resources, and
deliver comprehensive support.

SAN DIEGO PROMISE ZONE
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Increase access to healthy foods
Improve access to healthcare
Support opportunities for active
transportation and active living

Create and preserve
affordable housing
Support renters, first-
time homebuyers, and
people without housing

Cultivate opportunities for
career exploration, applied
learning, and youth leadership
Create meaningful summer
employment experiences for
teenagers

Dialogue with residents
Create environments conducive
to learning and working
Improve infrastructure

Increase the number of students
meeting school readiness and
grade-level expectations
Increase educational and career
supports for Opportunity Youth

Increase and improve
access to capital

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ea69d671af3d4c15865401bb6459085b?header
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/776bcf763aba4b22987ca38f3b5df2c9
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/38903fe8894f4325bb2308e8dd343f31
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/102da0e4bb234c5e8e4058fbd1147084
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://arcg.is/jOTa40
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/sdpz-newsrelease-160606.pdf


Stay Connected to the 

Promise Zone Staff
Amber Joy Weber, Promise Zone Program Manager / AJWeber@sandiego.gov

Roosevelt Williams III, Program Specialist / RooseveltW@sandiego.gov

Daniel Hamilton, VISTA Leader / dhamilton@sandiego.gov 

Zachary Engberg, Grants & Research Associate VISTA / ZEngberg@sandiego.gov

Domanic Riley, Grants & Research Associate VISTA / DRiley@sandiego.gov

Bryan Villegas, Operations Associate VISTA / BVillegas@sandiego.gov

Ian Hembree, Civic Engagement Associate VISTA / IHembree@sandiego.gov

Rebeca Nava-McClellan, Communications Associate VISTA / rnavamcclell@sandiego.gov

Ronah Fe Famorcan, Employ and Empower Intern / RFFamorcan@sandiego.gov 
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Photo Credit: Emma Mattingly, City of San Diego-EDD 
Not pictured: Ronah Fe Famorcan

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CASANDIEGO/signup/39972
mailto:AJWeber@sandiego.gov
mailto:AJWeber@sandiego.gov
mailto:RooseveltW@sandiego.gov
mailto:dhamilton@sandiego.gov
mailto:nhillman@sandiego.gov
mailto:zengberg@sandiego.gov
mailto:driley@sandiego.gov
mailto:IHembree@sandiego.gov
mailto:rnavamcclell@sandiego.gov
mailto:RFFamorcan@sandiego.gov
mailto:RFFamorcan@sandiego.gov

