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Planning a Vibrant Downtown for All

Downtown Community Planning Council (DCPC)
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

August 21, 2024, 5:30 PM
12th Floor Committee Room, City Hall,
202 C Street, San Diego, CA, 92101

I. Call to Order 5:39 pm
A. 11 Present: Rodriguez, Bargmann, Link, Barr, Helmer, Hewitt, E. Schwarz, J.P.

Schwarz, Werve, George, Winslow
B. Absent: Gu, Villarina, Eddy

II. Consent Agenda: Approved Unanimously

III. Non-Agenda Public Comment None

IV. Appointments (Unanimous Approval)
A. At Large Vacancy: Moira Tan
B. Community Organization Vacancy: Kevin So
C. Airport Noise Advisory Committee: Ethan Paul

V. Community Reports
A.a. Emily Bonner (for CD3 Stephen Whitburn)

1. Promised reply re encampment status on Caltrans ROW.

A.b. Marcelo Marco Ramirez (for Nora Vargas)
1. Introduction, available for questions, updates promised at future meetings

B. Balboa Park Working Group
1. Presenting Chair Michael Stepner, members Roger Showley, Rene Smith
2. Highlighted scheduled 9.5.24 presentation to Balboa Park Committee

followed (dates tbd) by presentations to Parks and Rec then City Council
3. Highlights include:

a) 99 year SDHS lease extension including campus rehabilitation
b) Opportunities and advantages of public spaces on SDHS and

SDCC campuses through a “Story Map”
c) Connect schools to Park cultural offerings
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d) Connecting Bay to Park
e) Reopen 8th Ave link to the Park
f) Freeway Lids

4. Public comment (Smith, DRG) – noted schools and communities are
starting to talk

5. Board Feedback:
a) (Rodriguez) Need wider sidewalks. Stepner acknowledged City

College is better, SDHS construction in process
b) (to board (Stepner)): Downtown Partnership has expressed

interest in Clean and Safe managing maintenance and security.
Details to follow. Intent is to reflect the “Crown Jewel”. Also
Working Group will return do request DCPC endorsement,
Burnham promoting stronger relationship with city, Mayor is
requesting strengthening of Balboa Park Master Plan

C. Trash and Recycling Services Presentation
1. Public Comment (Gary Smith, DRG) – noted that budget “savings” from

increased collections would go to the General Fund.
2. Board (Gary) Question re Apartment trash – reply promised

VI. Initial Infrastructure Prioritization
A. Public Comment

1. (Gary Smith, DRG) – 6th Street corridor noted as impossible for
pedestrians. Requires prioritization as the most dangerous intersection in
San Diego.

B. Board Feedback
1. (Gabrielle) 6th is dangerous and poorly designed, especially at Elm.

Pedestrians “wait for drivers to decide”. Recommend coordinate
prioritization with Uptown Group (and CPC (Bob))

2. Shared board agreement with need for wider/improved crosswalks to
Balboa Park

3. Ash Street and A & Ash intersection – JP expressed concern with
narrowness. Need traffic control (lights) at 8th Street intersection,
crosswalk. Share concern re street closure(s) while pedestrian
promenade not yet built.

C. Brendan motion, JP 2nd – Add Ash (& A) to top 3 priorities as part of Downtown
Complete Streets. Passed unanimously. Final budget requests to the City to be
decided at the September 2024 meeting.

VII. Subcommittee Reports
A. Public Spaces

1. Balboa Park Committee report - Chris Eddy



Click here to go back to page 1

3

2. Downtown Parking Management Group report - Manny Rodriguez
a) DCPC prior recommendations well received
b) Interest in newsletter and agenda announcements
c) Manny volunteered as Secretary
d) Updates to City administration of parking management:

(1) No parking within 20’ of crosswalks (loss of 500 metered
parking spaces)

(2) Added 41 motorcycle parking spaces
(3) Education and grace period in progress

e) Gaslamp Quarter creating a new website focused on mobility. Will
share with other city groups.

f) Manny to share Parking Management minutes

3. Fault Line Park Update
a) Pinnacle has disappointed community regarding the Park’s

management
b) Pinnacle is limiting communications to the city only.
c) City appears to have limited Faultline Park communications and

DCPC inclusion. Park and Rec has offered to review.
d) EVA Manager New City America has offered to help maintain the

park but Pinnacle has not been following through on
conversations.

e) Public Comment
(1) EV Doers email input noted and appreciated by board

members
(2) (Gary Smith, DRG) – since City is not enforcing Pinnacle

public/private partnership contract recommend DCPC not
approve

f) Board Comment –
(1) JP recommends consideration of DSDP Clean & Safe

provide maintenance and security due to Pinnacle breach
of contract

(2) Manny distributed contracts to enable board review of City
prior financial consideration such as a density bonus.

(3) Agreed that unanswered questions will be addressed in
future meetings.

VIII. Items Pulled from the Consent Agenda Items pulled from the Consent Agenda
(None)

IX. Remainder Non-Agenda Public Comments (None)
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X. Adjournment: 7:30pm

Next meeting on September 18th, 2024,
5:30 PM, at City Hall’s 12th Floor Committee Room

August 21, 2024 Written Submitted Public Comments



Click here to go back to page 1

5



Click here to go back to page 1

6



Click here to go back to page 1

7



Click here to go back to page 1

8


