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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 
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Proactive Measures  

Brush Audits and Staffing Updates 
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Fire-Rescue Standards Around Homes 



San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

• SDFD reviews new 
construction projects in 
VHFHSZ that cannot achieve 
the required 100’ of 
defensible space. 

• Alternative mitigation 
strategies can be proposed 
including fire rated 
construction or 6’ block wall 
to protect property. 
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Defensible Space Reviews for New Development 



San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 
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What is Assembly Bill 3074 (AB 3074)?

AB 3074 (Fire prevention: wildfire risk: defensible space: ember-resistant zones) 
introduced “Zone Zero” as a five-foot ember resistant zone. When officially 
adopted by the State Fire Marshal, this law will require a five-foot ember resistant 
zone around structures located in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (VHFHSZ) 
which includes a significant portion of the City of San Diego.

When does AB 3074 take effect?

AB 3074 became law on January 1, 2021; however, it has not yet been enforced. 
Enforcement will occur when the State Fire Marshal approves vegetation clearance 
requirements. This is anticipated in 2025. Full enforcement on existing structures will not 
be required until one year after the State Fire Marshal approves final requirements. Full 
enforcement on new construction will take effect immediately
upon approval of final clearance requirements:

•Full enforcement on new construction anticipated to be in 2025

•Full enforcement on existing structures anticipated to be in 2026



San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 
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Zone Zero - 5 feet 
 No Vegetation / Flammable Items

Non-Combustible 
Fencing

Covered vents w/ 
1/8- inch metal mesh

Noncombustible 
siding

Class A Roof w/ 
noncombustible gutters & cover

Enclosed eaves

Hardscaping 5ft
Multipaned windows 
w/ tempered panes
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What is Assembly Bill 3074 (AB 3074)?
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Proactive Measures  
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Be Prepared 
Be Aware 

https://www.sandiego.gov/fire

https://www.sandiego.gov/fire
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 



12

San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 



1. Proactive 
• Door to Door Defensible Space 

Inspections – Approx 46,000 canyon rim 
homes in VHFHSZ

• Vacant lot program – Fire 
Prevention Services

• Monitoring of the city’s property 
requiring brush management 

2. Complaints 
• Approximately 1,500 annually 

3. Requested Services 
• Real Estate Defensible Space 

Inspections
• Home Risk Assessment(Coming Soon) 
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Wildland Management and Enforcement Programs

San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

- Revised Proactive Program  

- New Contracts 
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Wildland Management and Enforcement Programs

San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 
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Community Outreach 

San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

• Education and Outreach 
Events at local community 
centers 

• Participation in the Greater 
Fire Safe Council of San Diego 
County – CWPP development 

• Free Home Risk Assessments 
for fire-safe councils 
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Grant Funded Projects

San Diego River Conservancy's Directed Grant 
Program $366,949

-     Emissions Free/Battery Powered equipment  
- EPA Fuel Treatment for 46 acres of evacuation 

corridors 
- HIZ/DSI Assessments, Zone-0, Home Hardening  
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Grant Funded Projects – Home Risk Assessment

Defensible Space 100ft   - Zone 0  - IBHSHome hardening guidance  -  

19
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Grant Funded Projects – Home Risk Assessment
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Grant Funded Projects- Encampments
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Regional Resilience Grant $1,588,388

- Roadside Vegetation Management 32.24 acres
- Community Wood Chipping Events
- Public Education and Community Engagement

Grant Funded Projects

https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/fireprev/grants

https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/fireprev/grants
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

      2025

                              CWDG Grant Application

   Citywide - Community Wildfire Protection Plan
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Brush Audits and Staffing Updates 
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

October 2010

Audit Results

Finding 2:

City residents remain at risk without improvement to City brush management efforts

The Fire Prevention Bureau approach to brush management compliance does not fully 
address wildfire risk and leave parcels without annual inspections

Improvements to current defensible space requirements could further increase the City's 
ability to protect its citizens in the event of a fire

The City does not adequately ensure that the City Departments comply with brush 
management regulations

 

Audit Conclusions

According to the Bureau, it lacks sufficient resources to adequately conduct annual facility 
and brush inspections.

TBD 2025

July 2023
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Performance Audit Brush Management on City-Owned Land
                                   Staffing Analysis

(1) Information Systems Analyst (ISA II)
       (Wildfire Risk Analyst)

(1) Program Manager 
       (Assistant Fire Marshal)
       
(1) Wildfire Prevention Specialist Supervisor
        (Fire Prevention Supervisor)

(2) Wildfire Prevention Specialist
       (Fire Prevention Inspector II)

(Primary Focus City-owned land)



27

San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Questions?
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San Diego Fire-Rescue Department 

Thank you!
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