City of San Diego

2025-2026 STATE and FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM

The 2025-2026 State and Federal Legislative Platform defines the City of San Diego’s Guiding
Principles and Policy Priorities and provides a means to advance and protect the City’s interests
on issues at the federal and state levels. The Guiding Principles and Policy Priorities allow for
flexibility so that the Department of Government Affairs, City officials, and our legislative
advocates can be proactive and quickly respond within the defined boundaries of the program to
address legislative, regulatory, administrative, and budgetary issues that arise during the year.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

In pursuing the Policy Priorities reflected below under the categories of: Homelessness, Housing
Affordability, & Community Services; Sustainability, Environmental Quality, & Infrastructure;
Economic Development, Tax, Trade, & Immigrant Affairs; Governance, Transparency, &
Revenue; Public Safety; Veterans Affairs; and Workforce Development, Education, & Youth
Opportunity. Three overarching principles of good government apply to the Policy Priorities.
The Guiding Principles are as follows:

PROMOTE SOCIAL JUSTICE, EQUITY, AND INCLUSIVE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Strive for the furtherance of social justice, equity, and inclusive economic development to
promote fairness and empowerment for all people and communities, including marginalized
populations. Support legislation and funding that expands opportunity and access to education,
healthcare, housing, employment, and clean air and water, and increases cultural competency and
language access capabilities of government to enhance civil liberties and equal opportunity. Aim
to eliminate prejudice and disparities based on sex, gender identification, ethnicity, race,
nationality, age, religious or spiritual beliefs, sexual orientation, legal status, language, veteran or
socioeconomic status, or physical ability.

PRESERVE LOCAL CONTROL

Preserve and protect the City's charter powers, duties, and prerogative to enact legislation, to
provide policy direction concerning local affairs, and to oppose legislation that preempts local
authority. Local agencies should preserve and enhance authority for revenues raised and
services provided.

SUPPORT FISCAL STABILITY AND FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Support measures that promote fiscal stability, predictability, and financial independence, and
that preserve the City’srevenue base and local control over municipal government budgeting.
Oppose measures that make the City more dependent on other governments for financial
stability, such as unfunded mandates or shifting of local funds to other levels of government.
Support efforts that create new, or increase the City’s competitiveness for existing, funding
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opportunities including both direct funding and grant opportunities available to both public and

non-profit partner organizations or businesses which advance City’s policy priorities.
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POLICY PRIORITIES:

1. HOMEL ESSNESS, HOUSING AFFORDABILITY, & COMMUNITY

SERVICES

State
1.

Support measures that provide economic recovery efforts, that can assist residents
regardless of their immigration status, including direct assistance for individuals,
funding to protect and house persons experiencing homelessness, rent relief for
residential and commercial tenants, eviction moratoria, borrower relief for impacted
homeowners, unemployment assistance and small business relief, and support for local
governments.

Pursue new and preserve established state resources, including the Homeless
Assistance and Prevention Program, for City homelessness programs including but not
limited to permanent supportive housing, recovery housing, transitional housing,
emergency shelter, flexible subsidy pools like rapid rehousing, homelessness
prevention and diversion, outreach, and rental assistance, and support measures for an
ongoing funding source.

Support measures that enhance and reform the Lanterman-Petris-Short Act, CARE
Act, Behavioral Health Services Act, Laura’s Law, and conservatorship laws to
provide cities and local governments better legal tools that allow local governments,
health providers, and law enforcement to help people access behavioral health
treatment more effectively, especially when individuals are unable to provide for their
basic personal needs.

Support measures that enhance accountability and optimize the use of resources from
the voter approved “No Place Like Home” program to acquire, design, construct,
rehabilitate or preserve permanent supportive housing for persons who are
experiencing homelessness, chronic homelessness or who are at risk of chronic
homelessness and in need of mental health and substance use disorder services.
Support legislation that reduces regulatory barriers and enhances flexibility toward the
creation and permitting of emergency housing interventions including, but not limited
to, non-congregate shelters, safe havens, bridge shelters, safe parking, and safe storage
programs.

Pursue resources made available by the Building Jobs and Homes Act, and support
measures that enhance San Diego’s flexibility to use this funding.

Support measures that maximize the use of evidence-based practices within
Proposition 63 Behavioral Health Services Act funding in the San Diego region, and
that collaborate with the Mental Health Oversight and Accountability Commission and
local stakeholders.

Support legislation, including efforts through the Assisted Living Waiver, CalAIM,
and BH-CONNECT proposals, that enhances health outcomes for persons with
cognitive, mental health and substance use disorder needs through streamlining and
standardizing Medi-Cal delivery, modernizing systems, payment reform, and better
management of member risk and needs, including in-lieu services to facilitate
transitions to permanent housing.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Support legislation that promotes the retention and expansion of inpatient, Assertive
Community Treatment (ACT) teams, Mental Health Rehabilitation Centers, skilled
nursing facilities, chemical dependency recovery hospitals, neurobehavioral units,
respite care, recuperative, residential rehabilitation, withdrawal management and long-
term mental health facilities and services, as well as ongoing resources to improve
network adequacy and overall health outcomes.

Support measures that encourage community-based behavioral health service delivery
models for individuals that frequently use emergency services, including partnerships
between Emergency Medical Technicians and psychiatric clinicians, including support
for 5150 authority for specially trained city emergency personnel.

Support state actions to pursue federal waivers to expand eligibility for Medicaid
reimbursement for services, including those provided through facilities deemed to be
Institutions for Mental Diseases.

Support legislation, financial assistance, and regulatory action to prevent
communicable disease, public health risks, and address water quality impacts.
Support legislation that promotes infill housing production while reducing vehicle
miles traveled, in line with local and state policies on coastal zones, historic resources,
and wildfire risk mitigation.

Support legislation that enhances the City’s ability to access funding and incentives
for affordable and accessible housing for all economic segments of the community
including the homeless, seniors, disabled, veterans, refugees, and moderate and low-
income households.

Support measures that promote the use of public land for housing, including affordable
and middle-income housing, and streamline Surplus Land Act processes to enhance
the viability of housing projects on public land.

Support measures that enhance the viability of housing through community land trusts.
Support legislation that promotes housing production through conversions of vacant
commercial and office properties, and single room occupancies.

Support funding and policies that promote the preservation and development of
affordable housing, housing choice, and further fair housing.

Support legislation that provides more local and state streamlining and incentives for
cities to meet their housing goals and that benefit cities with pro-housing policies,
including measures that streamline and provide funding resources for hotel and retail
site conversions to incentivize more housing.

Support legislation that promotes neighborhood investment through mixed income
housing to incentivize economic development in low-to-moderate income
communities while mitigating displacement.

Support funding and policies that promote the development of middle-income
housing.

Support legislation and enhanced funding for parks, recreation, arts, public restrooms,
and public libraries including broadband internet access, capital improvements, and
programs with a focus on making these community services more equitable by
increasing investment in historically disadvantaged communities.

Support legislation and enhanced funding for direct funding to artists and nonprofit
arts and culture organizations from agencies including the California Arts Council and
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24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

enhanced funding directed to municipalities such as San Diego for support of
community-wide access to arts and culture through programs and partnerships.
Support efforts that benefit and provide community benefits in areas designated
through the Federal Promise Zone program.

Support added flexibility in providing reimbursement for Medi-Cal eligible health
services across managed care, specialty behavioral health, and substance use disorder
treatment health plans to enhance overall health outcomes.

Support homelessness prevention efforts, including those that further protect against
housing discrimination, including income and lack of credit history.

Support efforts that support and enhance food security and food access, including land
use and regulatory reforms that streamline or incentivize grocery stores and
community gardens, and opportunities to provide food access through city facilities
like recreation centers.

Support and promote legislation to incentivize and streamline the process to increase
the accessible housing supply for people with disabilities.

Support efforts and resources that advance anti-displacement efforts and relocation
assistance, as well as legal education and resources around housing law.

Support legislation and regulatory action that assists with housing production and
provides resources for housing at the moderate-income level, including changes to
building standards and construction methods, and provides more flexibility in the use
of prefabricated and modular home construction and mass timber.

Support legislation to reduce the voter threshold for ballot initiatives to fund
affordable housing and infrastructure to 55%.

Support legislative efforts and resources to implement the recommendations of the
Task Force to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans
established under AB 3121.

Support legislative efforts and resources that expand the ability for local agencies to
utilize social housing and public banking.

Support measures that protect and augment reproductive healthcare rights, including
those that protect data and privacy of patients, and oppose measures that limit
availability of those healthcare options and rights.

Support legislation that would create statewide construction loan guarantee programs
to reduce risk and uncertainty in the construction process and promote homebuilding.
Support legislation and resources for homeownership, including first time homebuyer
programs, and ensuring housing production legislation contemplates home ownership
models.

Support legislation and regulatory action that incentivizes the construction of family
units, including potential updates to Housing Element Law to account not just for
number of units, but number of people housed.

Support dedicated state funding for conservatorship oversight.

Support legislation, funding, and regulatory streamlining that allow for more timely
and efficient abatement of encampments on Caltrans Right of Way.

Support legislation that requires local governments with an unsafe camping or
prohibitive camping ordinance to prioritize the building of shelter or risk losing state
resources.
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41.

42.

43.

44,
45.

Federal
1.

10.

Support efforts to reform the state insurance markets to increase affordability for
homeowners, renters, and property owners.

Support legislation that amends the California State Building code to allow for the
potential use of single stair multifamily housing buildings.

Support legislation that eliminates California’s condo defect which discourages the
development of new multifamily housing for ownership.

Support legislation and funding that assists seniors from falling into homelessness.
Support legislation, funding, and regulatory streamlining that assist local governments
in operating tiny and modular homes.

Support efforts to increase Federal Rental Assistance by increasing and extending
funding for additional Housing Choice VVouchers, Project Based Vouchers, Stability
Vouchers, and Emergency Housing Vouchers.

Support measures that provide for economic recovery efforts, that can assist residents
regardless of their immigration status, including direct assistance for individuals,
funding to protect and house persons experiencing homelessness, rent relief for
residential and commercial tenants, eviction moratoria, borrower relief for impacted
homeowners, unemployment assistance and small business relief, and support for local
governments.

Support increased or sustained funding and oppose cuts to the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD), specifically, support funding of community
services and housing programs including Community Development Block Grants
(CDBG), HOME Investment Partnership, Emergency Solutions Grants (ESG), CDBG
PRO-Housing Grants, and housing voucher programs.

Support permanent increase percentage of public services funds category currently
capped at 15%, increasing up to 20% or higher specifically for Community
Development Block Grant to enhance the number of people served by nonprofits
working with vulnerable populations.

Support revisions to the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants program so
funding for homeless services is allocated based on need.

Support measures that give Public Housing Authorities greater flexibility in
administering resources, including those that preserve and expand flexibilities and
waivers afforded to Moving to Work agencies.

Support an increase in funding for Veteran Assisted Supportive Housing (VASH) and
Homeless Programs, as well as regulatory flexibility to maximize utilization of these
resources, including measures that would support and fund a universal voucher
program.

Support legislation that would provide resources for permanent supportive housing
and provide funding for comprehensive supportive services, including those related to
veteran affairs and behavioral health.

Support legislation that expands the supply of affordable housing by adopting reforms
that reduce barriers to improved planning and increase the financial resources
available, and that promote housing choice and further fair housing.

Support measures that promote the use of public land for housing, including affordable
and middle-income housing.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Support efforts to streamline Fair Market Rent calculations to adequately reflect
current rental market trends in areas such as San Diego.

Support efforts to reform and expand the Low Income-Housing Tax Credit and the
development of additional affordable housing units, including tax credit legislation
that promotes middle income housing production.

Support legislation that promotes neighborhood investment through mixed income
housing to incentivize economic development in low-to-moderate income
communities while mitigating displacement.

Support and monitor efforts to clarify and reform federal bank regulations to ensure
compliance does not negatively impact the economic vitality of banks in border
communities and ensure our border region has access to banking.

Support legislation and enhanced funding for parks, recreation, arts, public restrooms,
and public libraries including internet access, capital improvements, and programs
with a focus on making these community services more equitable by increasing
investment in historically disadvantaged communities.

Support legislation and enhanced funding for federal agencies that directly benefit
artists and arts and culture non-profits in cities such as San Diego, including the
National Endowment for the Arts, National Endowment for the Humanities and
Institute of Museum and Library Services.

Support legislation and enhanced funding from federal agencies directed to
municipalities such as San Diego for support of community-wide access to arts and
culture through programs and partnerships.

Support legislation which funds senior services including enhanced social and mental
health services, housing, recreational programs, and transportation.

Support the repeal of the Institutions for Mental Diseases (IMD) exclusion.

Oppose any Congressional or administration action which could detrimentally impact
our diverse community, particularly our immigrant and LGBT populations, or impede
the City’s ability to provide public safety services to our citizens.

Pursue opportunities related to the extension of the City’s Federal Promise Zone
designation.

Support measures that increase resources for prevention and diversion programs to
assist residents at risk of being evicted, including measures to allocate rent relief
resources to jurisdictions with a higher need and proven record of getting relief to
tenants and landlords.

Support efforts that further protect against housing discrimination, including income
and lack of credit history.

Support legislation that works to reduce college student housing insecurity through
federal resources for secure temporary or permanent housing.

Support efforts that support and enhance food security and food access, including land
use and regulatory reforms that streamline or incentivize grocery stores and
community gardens, and opportunities to provide food access through city facilities
like recreation centers.

Support and promote legislation to incentivize and streamline the process to increase
the accessible housing supply for people with disabilities, especially for people with
co-occurring physical and behavioral disabilities.
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217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Support efforts that reduce displacement including efforts that would create funding
for anti-displacement efforts, as well as legal education and resources around housing
law.

Support legislation that assists with housing production and provides resources for
housing at the moderate-income level, including changes to building standards and
construction methods.

Support legislative efforts and resources to implement the recommendations of the
Task Force to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Americans
established under AB 3121.

Support legislative efforts and resources that expand the ability for local agencies to
utilize social housing and public banking.

Support measures that protect and augment reproductive healthcare rights, including
those that protect data and privacy of patients, and oppose measures that limit
availability of those healthcare options and rights.

Support legislation and resources for homeownership, including first time homebuyer
programs for low and moderate-income households, and ensuring housing production
legislation contemplates home ownership models.

Support reforms to the annual Department of Housing and Urban Development Point
in Time Count that incorporates innovative programs to get service resistant
individuals into the shelter system, such as Safe Parking and Sleeping programs, to
accurately reflect the state of unsheltered homelessness.

2. SUSTAINABILITY, ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY, & INFRASTRUCTURE

FOCUS 2.1: Transportation Infrastructure, Mobility, & Vision Zero

State
1.

Support legislation and opportunities to improve transportation, including, but not
limited to, improving traffic safety, reducing congestion, curb management, electric
vehicle charging infrastructure, repairing local roads and highways, expanding trail
networks, and supporting noise abatement for properties near freeways.

Support existing and expanded funding for local and regional transportation
infrastructure including transit, bicycle, flexible fleets, accessible services, and other
new regional infrastructure and technology.

Support legislation, funding, and programs that promote active transportation
including those that increase safety, increase connectivity to mass transit to address
first and last mile gaps, and allow bicycles to yield at stop signs to promote safety.
Support legislation, administrative action, and opportunities to increase and maximize
funding and flexibility to improve mass transit and active transportation, including
local and regional bicycle and pedestrian mobility and accessibility projects, road
realignment, youth passes, e-bike incentives, autonomous and connected vehicle
technology; transit only lanes, safety, such as Safe Routes to School and Vision Zero,
airport connectivity, and infrastructure improvements.

Support Vision Zero programs and prioritization of discretionary funding to cities that
have adopted Vision Zero initiatives.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Support legislation and administrative actions which ensure the City’s ability to obtain
a fair share of grant funding made available by the federal Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act (11JA)/Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) and Inflation Reduction Act
(IRA), and the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017, the Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Fund (GGRF), and any other state funds for which the City can compete.
Support legislative and regulatory efforts that increase San Diego’s competitiveness
for funding based on local efforts to invest in infrastructure that reduces greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions and maximizes housing development near transit.

Support legislation that would expand the use of Enhanced Infrastructure Finance
Districts and Community Revitalization and Investment Authorities or would provide
incentives for taxing agencies to contribute resources.

Support efforts to increase funding and remove legislative and regulatory barriers for
infrastructure improvements that improve connections to—and facilities around—
public transit, buses, streetcars, and trolley lines.

Support legislative and regulatory frameworks that reduce vehicle miles traveled
through Transportation Network Companies, the taxicab industry, and shared mobility
devices, while providing reasonable consumer protections and promoting the
reasonable sharing and use of data for regional land use decision-making.

Support legislation that would provide the City the authority to use additional contract
delivery methods for infrastructure projects.

Engage with agencies, such as the Department of Transportation, to clear debris on
state-owned property and parcels, and support funding for these efforts.

Support measures and funding to assist local jurisdictions to complete utility
undergrounding.

Support measures and funding that enhance the City’s ability to implement transit
lanes, including allowing the use of freeway shoulders.

Support legislation and resources to fund near-term stabilization of commuter rail
along the Del Mar bluffs as well as long-term projects to ensure safe travel of
passenger and freight.

Support funding and programs that promote sustainable freight and enhance inter-city
and commuter rail to benefit the San Diego region, including the LOSSAN corridor
and Metrolink service in coordination with the Metropolitan Transit System and North
County Transit District.

Support measures to preserve and expand the City’s access to resources from the
California Infrastructure and Economic Development Bank (IBank) programs to fund
public infrastructure.

Support legislative efforts to enhance local control to regulate and manage micro-
mobility, autonomous vehicles, automated delivery devices, and rideshare.

Support legislation to enhance local control over the setting of enforceable speed
limits to promote safe, walkable neighborhoods.

Support measures that provide more local control for aesthetic crosswalk treatments,
placemaking opportunities in the right of way, and pedestrian plazas.

Support legislation that authorizes local governments to use meter-less parking
payment systems.

Support legislation that allows local jurisdictions to implement cost-recovery measures
for public bathroom access.
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23.

24.

25.

26.
27.

28.
29.

30.

31.

Federal
1.

Support legislation that allows local jurisdictions to fully realize benefits of a “one dig
policy” and remove barriers so local jurisdictions can require utilities to jointly
trench/underground cables.

Support legislation to authorize use of a right-of-way to include park and recreational
uses, as well as placemaking, including private outdoor dining, so long as the right-of-
way continues to provide a vehicular, transit, pedestrian, and/or bicyclist connection.
Support funding and programs that prioritize the creation of rebates and subsidies for
electric vehicles, especially for low-income residents.

Support resources for road maintenance, including repaving, overlay and restriping.
Support legislation and funding that will create funding opportunities for repairing,
rehabilitating, and rebuilding ocean-based pier infrastructure.

Support legislation or regulatory reforms that enhance local government’s ability to
expedite quick build transportation projects.

Support legislation and regulatory reforms that allow for local governments to conduct
street narrowing to improve walkability and safety.

Support legislation and funding that provide support to communities to do pre-disaster
mitigation activities.

Support legislation, funding, and programs that promote transit accessibility, including
prioritizing access to wheelchair accessible vehicles and on-demand para transit
options.

Pursue funding opportunities for City projects created through administration and
congressional infrastructure proposals, innovative financing tools, national freight
transportation policy, and cross border entry financing proposals, including any and all
actions that enhance the City’s ability to access funding through the IIJA/BIL and the
IRA.

Support legislation and opportunities to improve transportation, including, but not
limited to, improving traffic safety, reducing congestion, curb management, electric
vehicle charging infrastructure, repairing local roads and highways, expanding trail
networks, and supporting noise abatement for properties near freeways.

Support the inclusion of affordable housing development as an allowable federal
infrastructure purpose to promote economic mobility, provide greater household
stability, and improved wellness outcomes.

Support appropriate annual funding levels of the Mid-Coast Corridor per the Full
Funding Grant Agreement, as well as efforts to reinvest any federal funding savings to
benefit the corridor.

Support funding, programs, partnerships, and policies that promote active
transportation connectivity to mass transit to address first and last mile gaps.

Support existing and expanded funding targeted for allocation to local and regional
mass transit and transportation infrastructure.

Support legislation and administrative action that increases funding and flexibility in
both operations and capital funding for mass transit and active transportation
including, but not limited to: regional bicycle and pedestrian mobility and accessibility
projects; zero emission vehicle adoption and electric vehicle charging infrastructure;
youth passes; e-bike incentives; autonomous and connected vehicle technology; transit
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

24,

only lanes; expanding trail networks, safety, such as Safe Routes to School and Vision
Zero; airport connectivity; and infrastructure improvements.

Support Vision Zero programs and prioritization of discretionary funding to cities that
have adopted Vision Zero initiatives.

Support legislation and programs that provide funding to improve local and regional
bicycle and pedestrian mobility networks and accessibility, including accessibility in
city facilities like parks and libraries.

Support existing and expanded funding opportunities for local and regional
transportation infrastructure.

Support retaining and expanding the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA),
Capital Investment Grants (CIG), and the Rebuilding American Infrastructure with
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant programs and advocate for measures to
enhance the City’s competitiveness in seeking funding.

Support the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA)
program.

Support legislation and resources to fund near-term stabilization of commuter rail
along the Del Mar bluffs, as well as long term projects to ensure safe travel of
passengers and freight.

Support regulatory efforts to allow for the responsible use of airport revenues and fees
to enhance infrastructure that provides direct benefits to, and reduces impacts caused
by, airport operations.

Pursue funding and support legislation that promotes transit connectivity to airports,
including opportunities to leverage federal partnerships, property, and other assets to
achieve that goal.

Support funding and programs that promote sustainable freight and enhance inter-city
and commuter rail to benefit the region, including the LOSSAN corridor and
Metrolink service.

Support measures that provide more local control for aesthetic crosswalk treatments,
placemaking opportunities in the right of way, and pedestrian plazas.

Support funding and programs that prioritize the creation of rebates and subsidies for
electric vehicles, especially for low-income residents.

Support resources for road maintenance, including repaving, overlay and restriping.
Support funding of the National Electric Vehicle Initiative (NEVI) program for
installation of electric vehicle charging network along, and connecting to, the
interstate freeway system.

Support legislation that will create funding opportunities for repairing, rehabilitating,
and rebuilding ocean-based pier infrastructure.

Support the reauthorization of the Surface Transportation Act to continue authorized
funding levels as created in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

Support legislation or regulatory reforms that enhance local government’s ability to
expedite quick build transportation projects.

Support legislation, funding, and programs that promote transit accessibility, including
prioritizing access to wheelchair accessible vehicles and on-demand para transit
options.
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FOCUS 2.2: International Infrastructure

State
1.

Hw

Support funding for border infrastructure and economic development to enhance
international trade and cross-border relations through better trade facilitation and port of
entry infrastructure, including the San Ysidro Intermodal Transportation Center and
improvements to collectors and major roads that connect traffic to freeways.

Support efforts that continue to decrease border wait times and reduce lost economic
output, including those that address emissions from idling vehicles at border.

Support funding for the Otay Mesa Port of Entry modernization and related projects.
Support funding for a southbound truck route and border infrastructure to support and
sustain international trade and economic growth in our region.

Support measures that provide funding for the construction and operations of State
Route 11/Otay Mesa East Port of Entry.

Support increased funding for transit and active transportation connectivity at ports of
entry.

Support legislation and funding to pay for capital and operations for programs and
projects addressing sewage flows from the Tijuana River Valley.

Federal

1.

2.

8.
9.

10.

11.

Oppose legislation that institutes a fee on remittances to pay for a border wall along
the southern border of the Unites States.

Support funding for border infrastructure that enhances economic development,
international trade, and cross-border relations through better trade facilitation,
clearance processes, security staffing, and port of entry infrastructure, including efforts
that address emissions from idling vehicles at border.

Support funding for a southbound truck route and border infrastructure to support and
sustain international trade and economic growth in our region.

Support funding for the Otay Mesa Port of Entry modernization and related projects.
Support the financing and operation of State Route 11/Otay Mesa East Port of Entry.
Seek an increase of U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) staffing levels at land,
air, and seaports that promote economic development and cross-border trade and
commerce at San Ysidro Port of Entry, Otay Mesa Port of Entry, and the new Otay
Mesa East Port of Entry.

Pursue opportunities that increase federal investment and intermodal goods movement
corridors of national significance—including border mobility—which enhances the
competitiveness of the region and reduces the disproportionate financial burden it
bears for the benefit of the nation.

Support efforts to reestablish and open a functioning binational railway.

Support increased funding for transit and active transportation connectivity at ports of
entry.

Support legislation and funding to pay for capital and operations for programs and
projects addressing sewage flows from the Tijuana River Valley.

Support a disaster declaration for the Tijuana River Valley.
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FOCUS 2.3: Water Quality & Reliability

State
1.
2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Support legislation and regulations that advance and protect the Pure Water program.
Support legislation and administrative actions that ensure the City’s ability to obtain a
fair share of grant funding made available by the Water Quality, Supply, and
Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014, the 2018 Parks, Environment, and Water
Bond, the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF), Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act (SGMA), and any other state funds for which the City can compete.
Support legislation and administrative action to access low-cost loans from sources
including, but not limited to, the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund and Clean
Water State Revolving Fund for the planning, design, and construction of water,
wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure, as well as for the replacement of aging
water, sewer, and stormwater systems to meet new regulatory requirements.

Support legislation and resources to help local agencies fund infrastructure needs
related to dams.

Support legislation that maintains the City's authority and increases certainty and
streamlining of the regulatory process, as well as seeking funding, for Indirect Potable
Reuse (IPR), Direct Potable Reuse (DPR), and non-potable reuse.

Work with partners to support legislation to continue and improve the state's
Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) Program.

Support measures, funding, and administrative flexibility to provide utility rate
assistance to low-income customers.

Support legislative options to structure sustainable water conservation pricing while
maintaining ratepayer protections consistent with the cost of delivering the service.
Support funding for incentive programs for residential and commercial water
conservation, stormwater capture, reuse, and pollution prevention.

Support conservation efforts, legislative and regulatory, that are complementary to the
development of new water supplies and potential modification of existing
infrastructure.

Monitor policies regarding California’s Bay-Delta infrastructure, and support
measures that provide a fair rate structure consistent with City of San Diego water
priorities.

Oppose legislation aimed at reducing wastewater ocean discharges that do not include
funding to offset the significant costs associated with such a mandate.

Support statewide framework for long-term water-use metrics that preserve local
agency water rights.

Support policies that achieve water quality goals while minimizing impacts to City
ratepayers and waste supply management.

Support legislation that provides resources and funding for utility relief for households
experiencing economic hardship.

Support funding for water-reducing irrigation devices such as automated “smart”
controllers and irrigation system upgrades that can reduce water consumption at parks
and other city facilities.

Support funding, legislation and regulations that advance stormwater capture and
reuse.
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18.

19.

Federal

1.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Support legislation and administrative action to reform reimbursement process under
the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund and Clean Water State Revolving Fund to
ensure municipalities have quick access to state reimbursements for eligible projects
that have been granted a State Revolving Fund loan.

Support funding opportunities for stormwater infrastructure repairs with a focus on
historically disadvantaged communities.

Pursue partnership opportunities to advance the City's Pure Water program, including
efforts to support the issuance of the modified permit application the Point Loma
Wastewater Treatment Facility.

Support funding for low-cost loans, such as the U.S. Environment Protection
Agency’s (EPA) Drinking Water, Clean Water State Revolving Loan Fund, and
WIFIA for the planning, design, and construction of water, wastewater, and
stormwater infrastructure and the replacement of aging water, sewer, and stormwater
systems to meet regulatory requirements.

Support legislation and resources to help local agencies fund infrastructure needs
related to dams, including the Corps Water Infrastructure Financing Program.
Support legislation and administrative action to increase funding for and increase San
Diego’s competitiveness in accessing low-cost loans from sources including, but not
limited to, the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA), I1JA/BIL,
and the IRA, for the planning design, and construction of water, wastewater, and
stormwater infrastructure, as well as for the replacement of aging water, sewer, and
stormwater systems to meet new regulatory requirements.

Support increased Title XVI and Water Reclamation and Reuse Program funding to
help fund recycled water efforts and to offset demands for imported water.

Support funding and additional authorization for the Bureau of Reclamation’s
WaterSMART Program to help fund water supply and infrastructure improvement
projects.

Seek funding for incentive programs for residential and commercial water
conservation and water efficiencies.

Encourage expedited project environmental review to speed the delivery of new water
supply.

Support efforts to advance the EPA’s Integrated Planning Framework.

. Support legislation that provides utility relief for households experiencing economic

hardship.

Support funding for water-reducing irrigation devices such as automated “smart”
controllers and irrigation system upgrades that can reduce water consumption at parks
and other city facilities.

Support funding, legislation and regulations that advance stormwater capture and
reuse.

Support legislation and administrative action that could increase the proportion of
federal investment in water reliability projects, including water recycling projects.
Support increased funding to communities to implement mandates / requirements
pertaining to PFAS eradication.
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FOCUS 2.4: Sustainability & Energy

State
1.

2.

3.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Support legislation and funding that would help the City meet the goals of the Climate
Action Plan (CAP), including GHG reduction.

Support legislation and funding that would help expand local Distributed Energy
Resources (DER), especially in communities of concern.

Support the equitable distribution of Cap-and-Trade revenues to support the GHG
reduction goals of AB 32, SB 375, SB 32, SB 1383 and the CAP.

Support policies and funding that achieve air quality and GHG goals while minimizing
cost impacts to the City and operational impacts to water supply and wastewater
operations.

Support legislation and funding that would help the City advance resiliency of critical
assets that could be impacted by climate change.

Support measures that enhance the City’s ability to receive additional resources from
the California Air Resources Board and San Diego County Air Pollution Control
District to improve air quality and to reduce GHG emissions from stationary and
mobile sources.

Support legislation that provides funding for and promotes the expansion of
commercial and residential solar, including community solar and storage.

Support legislation that promotes the responsible use of local Property Assessed Clean
Energy (PACE) programs for residential homes and other measures that enable
expansion of commercial and residential solar.

Support legislation and policies that provide incentives, reduce barriers, and lower
costs for energy efficiency, energy conservation, fuel-efficient and zero-emission
vehicles, energy storage, alternative, and renewable energy sources including
bioenergy, waste-derived energy, solar, wind and hydropower.

Support legislation directing the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) to
create or enhance rate tariffs that better enable self-generation, virtual power plants,
and microgrids.

Support efforts to implement the Renewable Portfolio Standard for investor-owned
utilities, electric service providers, and community choice aggregators—provided
excessive costs are not mandated on consumers.

Support California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) model and master document
preparation for necessary infrastructure and reform to streamline the environmental
review process, expedite litigation, and reduce compliance costs.

Support legislation and regulatory efforts that assist jurisdictions to implement SB 743
and facilitate the transition from Level of Service to Vehicle Miles Traveled.

Support legislation and funding for parks, open space areas, additional tree cover in
urbanized areas, and associated stormwater projects.

Support streamlining the Coastal Commission process to expedite approvals, including
measures that provide more local control to expedite City implementation of local
housing and climate policies, and sustainable transportation projects like dedicated
transit and bike lanes.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

24,

25.
26.
217.

28.
29.

30.

31.

32.

Pursue support for funding, legislation, and regulatory measures to assist the City in
achieving its Zero Waste Plan requirements and its goals in alignment with existing
state mandates.

Support measures that regulate and reduce waste from single use items and provide
funding for, and enhance the reliability of, recycling operations.

Support legislation that reduces regulatory barriers and enhances flexibility toward the
creation and permitting of solid waste and recycling facilities, including but not
limited to siting, infrastructure, and operation, as well as measures to protect facilities
from unfounded claims.

Support measures that protect ratepayers, including rate simplification, and enhance
the economic viability of local agencies providing energy through Community Choice
Aggregation (CCA) programs, including legislation that enhances data sharing
between Investor-Owned Utilities and other Load Serving Entities (LSE’s).

Support measures that protect CCA’s and enhance local control in favor of CCA’s.
Oppose regulatory restrictions that would preempt the opportunity to establish a CCA
system, or disadvantage CCA’s relative to other LSE’s with respect to setting
competitive rates or other operations.

Support measures that provide funding and regulatory incentives for fleet conversions,
including electric vehicle charging infrastructure and necessary electrical upgrades, to
reduce both carbon intensity of fuels used, as well as lifecycle GHG emissions
attributable to the fleet while minimizing impacts to City ratepayers and taxpayers.
Support measures and additional resources for enhanced coordination and clean-up
efforts along the San Diego River, the Tijuana River Valley, the Chollas watershed,
Otay Valley Regional Park, and other regional waterways to improve the overall
condition of these regional assets and water quality.

Support measures that help jurisdictions plan for, and address, the effects of sea-level
rise and mitigation, wetland restoration, and decrease damage from flooding, shoreline
erosion, and impacts from increasingly destructive storms.

Support policies that advance the City’s energy and climate goals at the California
Public Utilities Commission.

Support measures that further new innovations in plant-based consumer goods and
technologies.

Support measures that provide resources to enforce existing animal welfare laws.
Support efforts that increase funding for habitat acquisition and preservation.

Support legislation to properly and efficiently manage special wastes such as lithium-
ion batteries, treated wood wastes, vaping wastes, biosolids, photovoltaic panels,
products containing per and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), pesticides, and
contaminated disturbed soils, and that reduce the onus of regulating these materials
and substances on local governments and impacts to taxpayers and ratepayers.
Support legislation and funding to address public safety issues related to fire risks
associated with lithium-ion batteries, including grant programs for asset loss,
insurance for facilities, and regulations for producers.

Support measures and additional resources that further new innovations in carbon
sequestration technology

Support measures and additional resources for a just transition to the green economy
and building decarbonization of the electric grid, including financial support or
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33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Federal
1.
2.

3.

incentives for residents in communities of concern for building electrical upgrades and
appliance replacements.

Support efforts and funding for climate resiliency and adaptation efforts at the agency
and regional level.

Support efforts that provide equitable access to environmental benefits for all our
communities and accelerate and improve clean energy infrastructure in lower income
communities.

Support legislation that provides local agencies expanded reclamation options to shift
inactive landfills into closed status and to allow for those landfills to support
appropriate public uses.

Support legislation and funding to protect against and abate lead paint, mold, and lead
in drinking water to promote public health, particularly in underserved communities.
Support legislative efforts that promote transparency, oversight, and accountability by
the CPUC and the California Public Advocates Office in the setting of utility rates to
protect ratepayers against high and rising electricity rates, including implementation of
the state auditor’s recommendations.

Support legislation that supports accelerating deep decarbonization, equitably and
expeditiously.

Support legislation that ensures a just transition of workers into the non-fossil fuel,
clean energy economy.

Support legislation and regulation to address shortfalls in the Resource Adequacy
market including transmission constraints, interconnection, or project delays, and
minimizing market power.

Support legislation enabling safe removal of spent fuel from San Onofre State Beach.
Support legislation that provides funding for and promotes the expansion of
commercial and residential solar, including community solar.

Support legislation that promotes the responsible use of local Property Assessed Clean
Energy (PACE) programs for residential homes and other measures that enable
expansion of commercial and residential solar.

Support legislation that creates and/or promotes programs for the expansion of
commercial and residential solar and storage, including directing the California Public
Utilities Commission (CPUC) to create or enhance rate tariffs that better enable self-
generation, virtual power plants, and microgrids.

Support policies and funding that achieve air quality and GHG goals while minimizing
cost impacts to the City and operational impacts to water supply and wastewater
operations.

Support legislation and funding that would help the City advance resiliency of critical
assets that could be impacted by climate change.

Support measures that enhance San Diego’s ability to receive additional resources
from the California Air Resources Board and San Diego County Air Pollution Control
District to improve air quality and reduce GHG emissions from stationary and mobile
sources.

Support legislation and policies that provide incentives, reduce barriers, and lower
costs for energy efficiency, energy conservation, fuel-efficient and zero-emission
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

vehicles, energy storage, alternative, and renewable energy sources including
bioenergy, waste-derived energy, solar, and hydropower.

Support funding to pursue the goals outlined in the City’s Climate Action Plan,
including the development of energy storage.

Support funding and legislation for improvements to existing dam infrastructure and
infrastructure downstream of dams that would reduce flood and dam safety risks due
to climate change, especially in underserved communities.

Support measures that provide funding for, and enhance the reliability of, recycling
operations.

Support legislation that reduces regulatory barriers and enhances flexibility toward the
creation and permitting of solid waste and recycling facilities, including but not
limited to siting, infrastructure, and operation, as well as measures to protect facilities
from unfounded claims.

Oppose legislative and regulatory measures that would open federal waters along the
California coast to offshore drilling.

Support legislative and regulatory measures that protect California’s ability to employ
waivers under the Clean Air Act to enact localized standards to reduce GHG
emissions.

Support measures that further new innovations in plant-based consumer goods and
technologies.

Support measures that provide funding and regulatory incentives for fleet conversions,
including electric vehicle charging infrastructure and necessary electrical upgrades, to
reduce both carbon intensity of fuels used, as well as lifecycle GHG emissions
attributable to the fleet while minimizing impacts to City ratepayers and taxpayers.
Support legislation to properly and efficiently manage special wastes such as lithium-
ion batteries, treated wood wastes, vaping wastes, biosolids, photovoltaic panels,
products containing per and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), pesticides, and
contaminated disturbed soils, and that reduce the onus of regulating these materials
and substances on local governments and impacts to taxpayers and ratepayers.
Support measures and additional resources that further new innovations in carbon
sequestration technology

Support measures and additional resources for a just transition to the green economy
and building decarbonization of the electric grid, including financial support or
incentives for residents in communities of concern for building electrical upgrades and
appliance replacements.

Support efforts and funding for climate resiliency and adaptation efforts at the agency
and regional level.

Support efforts that provide equitable access to environmental benefits for all our
communities and accelerate and improve clean energy infrastructure in lower income
communities.

Support legislation that provides local agencies expanded reclamation options to shift
inactive landfills into closed status and to allow for those landfills to support
appropriate public uses.

Support legislation and funding to protect against and abate lead paint, mold, and lead
in drinking water to promote public health, particularly in underserved communities.
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24. Support enforcement of federal land and protected species laws via the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and other federal agencies.

25. Pursue funding opportunities through the IRA to prioritize the development of all-
electric residential and commercial property, including gap financing for the
development of all-electric residential homes.

26. Support legislation and funding to address public safety issues related to fire risks
associated with lithium-ion batteries, including grant programs for asset loss,
insurance for facilities, and regulations for producers.

FOCUS 2.5: Stormwater Infrastructure, Watershed, & Flood Risk Management

State

1.  Support funding, legislative and regulatory opportunities to improve and maintain the
City's stormwater infrastructure, water quality, pollution prevention, and flood risk
management programs, as well as facilities for recharge of ground water basins and
stormwater capture with a focus on infrastructure in historically disadvantaged
communities.

2. Support the removal of barriers to local and regional funding for water and stormwater
projects.

3. Support measures to streamline permitting for equitable channel clearing, dredging,
sand replenishment, mitigation, and maintenance.

4.  Support funding, legislative, and regulatory options for channel clearing, and to
address the flood risk management and sediment removal.

5. Support measures that advance the development of regional, scientifically valid, and
cost-effective solutions to enhance water quality and protect public health.

6. Support legislation, and regulations that help fund and provide streamlined
permitting pathways for dam rehabilitation and replacement flood risk
management projects.

7.  Support policies that achieve water quality goals while minimizing impacts to City
ratepayers and waste supply management.

8.  Support legislation and administrative action to access low-cost loans from sources
including, Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF).

9.  Support legislative and regulatory action that will enable state agencies to undertake
measures to address water quality regulations, clear debris and trash on state-owned
property and parcels, and flood management requirements.

10. Support funding opportunities to improve the San Diego River Park and watershed, as
well as other watersheds, including enhancement of the river trail, restoration of
habitat and carbon sequestration opportunities.

11. Support policies, legislation, and funding for research, development and
implementation of innovative stormwater pollution management approaches,
technology, and infrastructure, including True Source Control efforts.

12. Support policies and legislation that establish a procedure to identify, conduct, and
submit updated data and methods to inform science-based water quality regulations.
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Federal
1.

2.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.

Advocate for the federal government to address the cross-border sewage flows, trash,
and sediment removal responsibilities in the Tijuana River Valley.

Support legislative and regulatory action that will enable federal agencies to undertake
measures to address flooding, sewage, and excess sediment and trash transported in
the Tijuana River across the international border from sources within Mexico.
Advocate for measures that will incentivize Mexican investment in infrastructure that
will prevent flows of sewage, trash, and sediment into the Tijuana River Valley.
Support funding opportunities for International Boundary and Water Commission, the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) to address the flood risk management and sediment responsibilities in the
Tijuana River Valley.

Support USACE efforts to improve the City’s stormwater management programs.
Support legislation, and regulations that help fund and provide streamlined permitting
pathways for dam rehabilitation and replacement flood risk management projects.
Support funding opportunities and monitor regulatory actions to improve the City's
stormwater management programs.

Support measures that advance the development of regional, scientifically valid, and
cost-effective solutions to enhance water quality and protect public health.

Support efforts to fund the EPA’s Border Water Infrastructure Program at the historic
level of $100,000,000.

Support USACE and FEMA efforts to advance the City’s levee needs and efforts.
Support efforts to advance the EPA’s Integrated Planning Framework.

Support funding opportunities to improve the San Diego River Park and watershed, as
well as other watersheds, including enhancement of the river trail, restoration of
habitat and carbon sequestration opportunities.

Support measures to streamline permitting for channel clearing, dredging, mitigation,
and maintenance.

Support legislation to designate a lead federal agency to manage the ongoing crisis in
the Tijuana River Valley.

Support funding, legislative and regulatory opportunities to improve and maintain the
City's stormwater infrastructure, water quality, pollution prevention, and flood risk
management programs, as well as facilities for recharge of ground water basins and
stormwater capture with a focus on infrastructure in historically disadvantaged
communities.

3. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, TRADE. & IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS

FOCUS 3.1: Innovation Economy

State
1.

Support the growth of the City’s key innovation industry clusters, including, but not
limited to, biotechnology, life sciences, high tech, software, advanced manufacturing,
sports and active lifestyle, digital economy, clean tech, blue tech, and cyber security.
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10.

Federal
1.

Support legislation to provide direct state incentives and grants, and/or ease barriers to
private funding for companies, public-private partnerships, and other entities engaged
in research, development, and commercialization of key innovation industry clusters.
Support the City’s entrepreneurial startup community through legislation aimed at
developing funding for emerging local entrepreneurs and companies.

Support legislation that facilitates and funds incubators, accelerators, and co-working
spaces, as well as efforts that support the employee-owned business model.

Support legislation to boost the City’s prominent craft brewing industry.

Oppose legislative and regulatory mandates imposed on the City’s innovation
economy.

Support legislative and regulatory actions that provide for the increased utilization of
autonomous vehicles and prioritize the City as a hub for autonomous vehicle
technology.

Support measures that enhance local control to promote and regulate healthy and safe
street vending operations.

Support legislation and programs that support the development and sustainability of
microenterprise businesses, including microenterprise home kitchen operations,
microenterprise home-based childcare operations.

Support legislation that supports the development and utilization of Community
Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs).

Support funding and proactively pursue participation in new federal agency initiatives
relevant to growing San Diego's industry clusters, such as biotechnology, life sciences,
high tech, advanced manufacturing, sports and active lifestyle, digital economy, clean
tech, blue tech, and cyber security.

Support legislation to provide direct incentives and/or ease barriers to private funding
for companies, public-private partnerships and other entities engaged in research,
development, and commercialization of key innovation industry clusters.

Support resources and the promotion of the City as an industry leader as part of its
participation in the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) UAS Integration Pilot
Program through the establishment of a clear regulatory environment.

Support legislation and funding for research and development of cybersecurity
requirements for UAS.

Oppose legislative and regulatory measures that preempt local control over the
implementation and utilization of autonomous vehicle technology.

Support a strong patent system that drives innovation, protects and values the
enforceability of patents, stops the diversion of fees from, and fully funds the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO).

Support federal research and development funding and incentives critical to San Diego
clusters, research institutes, and local universities from such sources as the National
Institute of Health (NIH), National Science Foundation (NSF), U.S. Department of
Energy, Small Business Innovation/Technology Transfer programs, NAVWAR, SSC-
Pacific and other U.S. Department of Defense agencies.
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9.

Support legislation and programs that support the development and sustainability of
microenterprise businesses, including microenterprise home kitchen operations,
microenterprise home-based childcare operations.

Support legislation that supports the development and utilization of CDFIs.

FOCUS 3.2: Economic Development

State
1.

2.

SRl

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Support measures that improve expedient access to unemployment insurance benefits
while strengthening controls to reduce fraud.

Support legislation that strengthens the City’s business expansion, attraction, and
retention efforts.

Support measures to maximize resources and incentives available to benefit low and
moderate-income communities, as well as Opportunity and Promise Zones.

Support legislation that strengthens the City's key industries, including defense,
tourism, the creative economy, and innovation.

Support legislation that funds and facilitates recycling market development.

Support legislation to boost the City’s prominent craft brewing industry.

Support legislation and funding to address gaps in digital equity and seek programs for
digital inclusion.

Support legislation that preserves and expands community and economic development
tools and funding options for City services, including the California Infrastructure and
Economic Development Bank (IBank) programs that finance public infrastructure and
private development.

Support preservation and expansion of resources and incentives administered through
GO-Biz, including California Competes.

Support legislation that would increase the Small Business Technical Assistance
Expansion Program funds.

Support state reform of the minimum franchise tax and other taxes/fees to avoid
charging businesses prior to their bringing in revenue and when the businesses are
inactive or operate at a loss.

Support measures to restore tax increment financing to provide resources for local
entities.

Support changes to legislation related to Community Revitalization & Investment
Authority (CRIA) and Enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts (EIFDs), which
make it easier and more effective to establish and administer these tools.

Support efforts to allow municipalities more flexibility on allowance of ongoing
business operations in the public right of way, including sidewalks, parking lanes, and
travel lanes, when ADA, public safety and mobility are not compromised.

Support extension of the Alcoholic Beverage Control’s (ABC) regulatory relief
measures enacted during the COVID-19 pandemic emergency for hospitality
businesses, which may include off-sale privileges, drive through alcohol sales, ability
to transfer alcohol between locations, ability to maintain extended geographic sale
premise, and the ability to return product to a distributor.

Support and enhance tax incentives for the local film industry to strengthen the city’s
workforce and boost revenue for the City.
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17.
18.
19.
20.
Federal
1.
2.

3.

11.
12.

13.

Support and advocate for additional expansion of the state’s film tax credit program.
Support initiatives that strengthen and promote the local entertainment industry,
including bolstering the county film commission and creating additional opportunities
for local film and television workers.

Support legislation to regulate smoke shop locations and products sold at those
locations.

Support legislation that prohibits pricing algorithms that utilize nonpublic competitor
data.

Support federal legislation or guidelines that would allow intellectual property to be
used as collateral for Small Business Administration loans.

Support federal efforts to expand the availability of tax-exempt municipal bonds to
supplement local economic recovery.

Advocate for a permanent extension and oppose any efforts to eliminate the New
Market Tax Credit (NMTC) and Research & Development credit.

Support legislative and regulatory measures that will increase the ability of San Diego
census tracts to be designated Opportunity Zones.

Support measures to maximize resources and incentives available to benefit low and
moderate-income communities, as well as Opportunity and Promise Zones.

Support legislation and funding to address gaps in digital equity and seek programs for
digital inclusion.

Support legislation that strengthens small business loans provided through the Small
Business Administration and efforts to allocate revenues to small businesses incentive
programs that will encourage innovation and business opportunities, stimulate
investment in neighborhoods, as well as create new jobs and train workers.

Support measures to provide funding to address the rising costs of tax compliance for
small businesses.

Oppose efforts to impose a tariff on solar panels.

Support measures that ensure military construction funding is only used toward its
stated purpose.

Support federal legislation that enhances efforts of the Community Reinvestment Act
(CRA).

Support legislation and regulatory actions that support investment in arts, cultural and
creative districts.

Support legislative and regulatory actions to support investment in creative workforce,
such as CERA, the Creative Economy Revitalization Act.

FOCUS 3.3: Exports, Foreign Direct Investment, & International Trade

State
1.

2.

Support Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) initiatives that increase economic
opportunities locally.

Support export opportunities including, but not limited to, efforts to reinstate the
establishment of a California Export Finance Office to help firms, especially small
businesses, overcome hurdles to entering new export markets.
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o

Federal
1.
2.
3.

10.
11.
12.

13.

Support legislation that would make it easier and reduce barriers for workforce
between US and Mexico to live and work binationally and seek funding for businesses
to participate in programs that hire from across both borders.

Support digital trade and e-commerce, data transactions for business and consumer
protections.

Support additional California Trade Offices (CTOSs) in Europe, Asia, and Mexico.
Support legislation that would expand economic relations with Mexico and leverage
cross-border ties to maximize trade potential of the Cali Baja Bi-National Mega
Region.

Support legislation or programs that increase San Diego’s Global Competitiveness for
increased economic opportunity.

Support federal funding to execute tailored regional export and FDI strategies.
Support modernization of the federal Foreign Trade Zone program.

Advocate for policies and resources that facilitate international trade opportunities
benefiting the City’s companies, such as border infrastructure investment, regulatory
and process reforms that reduce transaction costs to businesses, completion of free
trade agreements that open foreign markets and better access to Commercial Service
staff in high-priority countries.

Support legislation that would make it easier and reduce barriers for workforce
between US and Mexico to live and work binationally and seek funding for businesses
to participate in programs that hire from across both borders.

Support digital trade and e-commerce, data transactions for business and consumer
protections.

Support the implementation and the extension of US-Mexico-Canada Agreement.
Support expanded trade with and engagement in the Asia-Pacific region.

Advocate for both the preservation and increase of federal research and development
in key City traded sectors, including life sciences, technology, energy, and
manufacturing activities.

Seek an increase of CBP staffing levels at land, air, and seaports that promote
economic development and cross-border trade and commerce.

Support efforts to facilitate customs processing at the Port of San Diego.

Support capital funding increase to the North American Development Bank (NADB).
Support efforts to update and synchronize Trusted Traveler programs and ensure that
California residents maintain their eligibility.

Support federal policies that expand H-1b and J-1 educational exchange visas to assist
our healthcare staffing shortage during public health emergencies.

FOCUS 3.4: Homeland Security, Defense Industry, & Military

State
1.

2.

Support investment incentive programs and other funding for local and regional
defense industry.

Support legislation that facilitates technological innovations in the defense industry
including shipbuilding, aerospace, and cyber security fields.
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3. Support measures that promote and provide funding for military housing and
transportation projects that facilitate mobility between military housing and bases.

Federal

1.  Protect and increase funding allocations as an Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI)
grant recipient, including ensuring accurate risk assessment criteria.

2. Advocate for the continued elevation of the City of San Diego to a high risk, top-tier
UASI jurisdiction.

3. Support the continuation of the federal UASI and the State Homeland Security
Program (SHSP) as separate and independent grants and pursue grant funding through
these programs.

4.  Advocate for protection of defense funding priorities in annual appropriations and
sequestration negotiations, including NAVWAR, Naval Information Warfare Center
Pacific (NIWC Pacific) and integrated industries such as cyber security and UAS and
other specific assets that are unique to the region and critical to the regional economy.

5. Support measures that promote and provide funding for military housing and
transportation projects that facilitate mobility between military housing and bases.

6.  Support measures that allow local governments to utilize military facilities and
installations to promote housing, economic development, and sustainability initiatives.

7. Support critical infrastructure upgrades needed to homeport a greater number of navy
ships and the homeporting of a third carrier in the City.

8.  Protect shipbuilding and ship repair operations in the City.

Protect Fleet Readiness Center Southwest (FRCSW).

10. Protect Marine Corps Recruit Depot (MCRD) and United States Marine Corps
(USMC) West recruiting in the City.

11. Support continued funding for construction of needed training facilities at the Coastal
Campus of Naval Special Warfare Command in San Diego.

12. Support efforts to collaborate with stakeholders concerned about military and defense
industry through participation in Operation San Diego.

13. Support investment incentive programs and funding opportunities to strengthen the
City’s defense ecosystem.

14. Support efforts to reform existing Department of Defense grant (DoD) programs, such
as the Defense Community Infrastructure Program, to allow for pre-construction
activities as an allowable use of grant funds.

15. Support efforts to require DoD to plan for additional housing infrastructure on DoD
owned property.

16. Support legislation that facilitates the development of childcare facilities on military
bases.

©w

FOCUS 3.5: Tourism & City Promotional Activities

State
1. Support legislation and executive action that provides resources to assist tourism
industry businesses and creative workers, including those in convention centers,
hospitality, lodging, special events, and live performance industries.
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Federal
1.

How

Support initiatives that promote tourism, including cultural tourism through arts and
culture, and environmental or eco-tourism.

Support policies that provide for worker retention in the tourism and hospitality
industry.

Support efforts to position San Diego to host events related to the upcoming 2026
FIFA World Cup and 2028 Los Angeles Olympic Summer Games.

Support funding to support community based cultural and arts efforts to help create
cultural districts in local communities.

Support legislation that provides resources to assist tourism industry businesses and
creative workers, including those in convention centers, hospitality, lodging, special
events, and live performance industries.

Support initiatives that promote tourism, including cultural tourism through arts and
culture, and environmental or eco-tourism.

Support the inclusion of tourism as a consideration in major grant applications.
Support efforts to position San Diego to host events related to the upcoming 2026
FIFA World Cup and 2028 Los Angeles Olympic Summer Games.

Support funding to support community based cultural and arts efforts to help create
cultural districts in local communities.

FOCUS 3.6: Immigration

State
1.

Federal
1.

Support legislation and administrative actions to expand access of funding and
programs to benefit refugee, immigrant, asylum seeker, and new American
communities.

Support legislation and funding to assist with the needs of migrant and refugee
communities, including housing, transportation, and services.

Support legislation that would establish an Office of Immigrant and Refugee Affairs
as a new agency within the state government and provide resources to serve this
population.

Support legislation and other investments to assist local governments with sheltering
and rehousing asylum seekers.

Support legislation and administrative actions to expand access of funding and
programs to benefit refugee, immigrant, asylum seeker, and new American
communities.

Support legislation and funding to assist with the needs of migrant and refugee
communities, including housing, transportation, and services, including through the
Shelter and Services Program and Emergency Food and Shelter Program.

Support federal comprehensive immigration reform that promotes efficient borders
and services to immigrants, refugees, and foreign students, to strengthen the regional
workforce, and attract talent.

Support efforts that promote successful integration into the economy and society.
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Support a continuation of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival and Deferred
Action for Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents programs, including
executive and legislative action.

Support continued refugee resettlement in the City in accordance the U.S. Refugee
Resettlement Program and other applicable federal programs.

Support efforts to assist Afghan refugees in resettlement efforts including but not
limited to the SIV process.

4. GOVERNANCE, TRANSPARENCY, & REVENUE

State
1.

2.

3.

10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

16.

Support legislation that strengthens, protects, and expands ongoing revenue for the
City.

Support legislation and grants to fund e-government initiatives, including compliance
with records and data-sharing initiatives mandated by the state.

Oppose measures that restrict the ability of local governments and charter cities to
issue various long-term obligations for local infrastructure under existing state
statutory authority.

Oppose legislation that undermines and preempts local authority over taxes and fees,
and support legislation and funding that offsets or matches locally imposed fee
waivers.

Oppose taxation of interest income from investing in municipal bonds, as tax exempt
bonds provide a low-cost and efficient way to finance critical infrastructure.

Support greater transparency in all levels of government institutions, including
maximizing the use of electronic media where possible.

Support legislation that would modernize the Brown Act and noticing processes to
take advantage of new technology and communications platforms for the City to
enhance public participation.

Support legislation providing funding and resources for retrofitting municipal
buildings and public infrastructure to increase energy, including Energy Efficiency
Block Grants and water efficiency and conservation.

Oppose legislation that places a state mandate on the City without providing the funds
necessary to carry out the program.

Oppose legislation that undermines, impairs or erodes the intent of the California
Public Records Act or the public’s ability to access public records.

Support legislation and administrative action that explores requiring online sales to be
tracked to the final destination and destination source rules that benefit the City.
Support measures that provide online publishing flexibility when the full physical
publishing and mailing of Charter Amendments would otherwise be required.
Support measures to improve election security and voter access.

Support measures that would exempt menstrual products from sales tax.

Support legislation to allow financial institutions to work with licensed cannabis
businesses to pay their local taxes and fees while lessening the burden on the City to
collect and manage large cash transactions.

Support legislation and funding to promote cannabis equity.
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17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

Federal

1.

2.

SRl

Support legislation that would lift the cap on fees the city is able to seek in small
claims court, consistent with caps on individuals.

Support measures that would limit liability and provide additional indemnification for
cities against lawsuits, including potential liability caps.

Support measures that provide online publishing flexibility when the full physical
publishing and mailing of Charter Amendments would otherwise be required.
Support legislation providing funding and resources for historical artifacts and
CaINAGPRA compliance.

Support measures to improve election security and voter access, as well as maintain
local control over our elections process as a Charter City.

Support legislation that strengthens, protects, and expands ongoing revenue for the
City.

Support efforts to protect the ability of cities to effectively utilize municipal tax-
exempt bonds by opposing efforts to eliminate or cap the allowance or impose
additional regulatory burdens on issuers.

Support legislation that would classify municipal securities as high-quality liquid
assets (HQLA).

Support efforts to protect the ability of local governments to utilize Private Activity
Bonds.

Support the elimination of the federal cap on state and local tax deductions.
Support measures to improve election security and voter access.

Support efforts to restore the tax-exempt status of advanced refunded bonds which
was eliminated in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017.

5. PUBLIC SAFETY

State
1.

Support public safety related legislation and funding for activities, infrastructure,
technology, staffing, and equipment needs of police, fire, park rangers, and lifeguards,
as well as gang prevention, intervention, and diversion programs, including
replacement or new construction of public safety facilities.

Support measures to prevent and better prepare for wildfires, including home
hardening, enhancing defensible space, and brush management.

Support regulatory or other measures that will assist with police recruitment and
retention, and enhance diversity, equity, and inclusion among law enforcement.
Support reform of state regulations related to residential rehabilitation facilities in
residential neighborhoods.

Support and enhance state policies and resources that help local authorities prevent
and recover from wildfires, flooding, landslides, and other natural disasters.
Support efforts to assist local communities in combatting the opioid crisis, including
those that seek to reduce the sales and trafficking of non-pharmaceutical fentanyl’s
(NPF) and their analogs and enhance treatment and education resources consistent
with harm reduction strategies.



Page 29

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

20.
21.

22.

23.

24.

Support legislation that will strengthen community and law enforcement relationships
and fund programs designed to enhance transparency and foster positive interactions
with law enforcement, helping to raise the trust and confidence of the communities
they serve while addressing crime effectively.

Support legislation that reflects the City’s opposition to racial profiling.

Support efforts to sustain and increase state reimbursement to local governments for
fire protection services resulting from wildfires.

Support legislation that provides cities with greater equity of funds allocated to public
safety and support legislation that provides additional resources for fire protection
Services.

Support measures that enhance local agencies’ abilities to protect public safety related
to the operation of UAS.

Support measures that reduce gun violence, and promote safe gun access and
responsible gun ownership, including legislation limiting access to guns when family-
violence and certain gun offenses have been committed.

Support measures that increase regulation of unserialized firearms and parts to reduce
gun violence.

Support measures that protect survivors of domestic and gun violence, including
legislation that protects survivors’ privacy, protect survivors from order violations,
and that promote the use and efficacy of domestic and gun violence restraining orders.
Support measures that provide resources for, and further the mission of, the Family
Justice Center and similar programs, including child and spouse abuse prevention, and
ending human trafficking.

Support legislation that protects Californians from fraudulent robocalls and ensure
there is adequate enforcement of those protections.

Support measures that provide resources and regulatory certainty to decrease the rape
kit backlog in California.

Support criminal justice reform efforts that enhance transparency in policing and
reduce recidivism including diversion programs, collaborative courts, and programs,
including efforts that focus on juvenile justice.

Support measures that enhance accountability for law enforcement officers in cases of
serious misconduct, including processes to decertify officers dismissed for
wrongdoing.

Support measures that promote the use of community paramedicine to enhance health
access.

Support measures that provide for additional tools for local agencies to provide
emergency response to individuals undergoing a mental health crisis.

Support measures that allow for expanded trauma-informed responses to that do not
immediately involve law enforcement and do not rely on arrests to resolve incidents
that pose no threat to public safety or private property.

Support measures that reduce the negative health impacts of flavored tobacco
products, particularly among youth.

Support measures that aim to reduce fatalities and injuries arising from excessive
vehicle speeds, as well as measures that seek to address street racing and excessive
vehicle noise.
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25.

26.
27.
28.
29.

Federal
1.

10.
11.

12.

Support measures that will promote education and outreach on the proper use and
disposal of batteries, specifically lithium-ion batteries, in order to reduce fires in waste
and recycling vehicles and facilities.

Support efforts to enhance local control to address repeat instances of organized retail
theft.

Support legislation to allow for public safety engagement to limit illegal prostitution
and human trafficking in communities.

Support efforts to enhance City-County coordination of BHSA allocation, particularly
related to care of patients who are gravely disabled.

Support legislation that discourages street racing and urges social media companies to
take down content related to it.

Protect and increase funding for Urban Area Security Initiative (UASI), the separation
of UASI from other homeland security grants, the application of accurate risk
evaluation criteria, and the preservation of the City’s status in order to assist our public
safety professionals in addressing the terrorism preparedness needs.

Preserve funding for law enforcement activities, including public safety equipment,
staffing, training, gang diversion, and similar initiatives, through formula and
competitive programs, such as the COPS, Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistant
Grants, and Juvenile Justice grants.

Support legislation and grants that promote the efforts of the City’s gang prevention,
diversion, and intervention programs and would provide funding for innovative crime
fighting strategies.

Support legislation and grants funding for new apparatuses, technology, and
equipment for the Police and Fire departments.

Support federal legislation and funding to address wildfire prevention, preparedness,
and recovery, including home hardening, enhancing defensible space, and brush
management.

Support efforts to provide hazard mitigation assistance to communities damaged by
wildland fires and floods.

Support efforts to assist local communities in combatting the opioid crisis, including
those that seek to reduce the sales and trafficking of non-pharmaceutical fentanyl
(NPF) and their analogs and enhance treatment and education resources consistent
with harm reduction strategies.

Support funding for the U.S. Department of Justice’s Office of Community Oriented
Policing Services and increase the program’s salary levels for officer hiring.

Support efforts to strengthen community and law enforcement relationships and fund
programs designed to foster positive interactions with law enforcement, helping raise
the trust and confidence of the communities they serve while addressing crime
effectively.

Support legislation that reflects the City’s opposition to racial profiling.

Support measures to enhance local agencies’ abilities to protect public safety related to
the operation of UAS.

Support measures that reduce gun violence and promote safe gun access and
responsible gun ownership.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.

Support measures that increase regulation of unserialized firearms and parts to reduce
gun violence.

Support measures that enhance accountability for law enforcement officers in cases of
serious misconduct, including processes to decertify officers dismissed for
wrongdoing.

Support efforts to provide funding for developing initiatives and training for non-
police response to mental health crisis calls, homeless assistance, and other emergency
response situations.

Support criminal justice reform efforts that enhance transparency in policing and
reduce recidivism including diversion programs, collaborative courts, and programs,
including efforts that focus on juvenile justice.

Support measures that promote the use of community paramedicine to enhance health
access.

Support measures that will promote education and outreach on the proper use and
disposal of batteries, specifically lithium-ion batteries, to reduce fires in waste and
recycling vehicles and facilities.

Support the permanent scheduling of fentanyl and xylazine as Schedule 1 narcotics.
Support additional resources to prevent and increase awareness of wildcatting at the
San Ysidro and Otay Mesa border crossings.

Support efforts to quantify tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) potency and provide
disclosure to consumers.

Support efforts to measure THC levels in enforcement of Driving Under the Influence
of Drugs.

6. VETERAN AFFAIRS

State
1.

2.

3.

Support legislation that will increase state funding for care of veterans, including
measures that extend tax incentives and waive fees for veterans.

Support opportunities for employment, apprenticeship programs, and professional
growth for veterans.

Support legislation that would provide resources, including for housing and services,
for veterans and their families.

Support legislation and funding opportunities to assist local governments with hiring
veterans, transitioning servicemembers, and military spouses into local government.
Support legislation that would provide resources, including for housing and services,
for veterans, caregivers, and their families.

Support legislation that will increase federal funding and expansion of benefits for the
care of injured and disabled veterans of all ages.

Support an increase in funding for Veteran Assisted Supportive Housing (VASH) and
Homeless Programs, as well as regulatory flexibility to maximize utilization of these
resources.

Support programs that provide funding for veterans’ housing homeless services to
ensure San Diego achieves a functional zero classification.
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10.

11.

Support endorsement and funding for military transition support projects in San Diego
such as Zero8hundred and Vet’s Community Connection (VCC) program.

Support opportunities for employment and professional growth for transitioning
military, veterans, and their families.

Support efforts to promote and fund military and caregiver programs.

Support efforts to secure federal resources for veterans housing and advocate for
policies that increase availability of housing for service members and their families.
Support the expansion of mental health, traumatic brain injury, suicide prevention, and
substance use disorder resources for transitioning military, veterans, and their families.
Support the expansion of health benefits for exposure to urgent and growing threats,
such as burn pits.

Support legislative and federal efforts to eliminate barriers to care and benefits for
women veterans.

Support legislation that would provide resources, including for housing and services,
for veterans, caregivers, and their families.

7. WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT, EDUCATION., & YOUTH OPPORTUNITY

State
1.

10.

Support funding for local universities, colleges and technical trade education facilities
to continue funding and developing career technical education and technology-based
career centers, including the Career Pathways program and STEAM education.
Support efforts to attract and retain green collar jobs and provide workforce training in
renewable energy, energy efficiency, green building, and other related fields.

Support initiatives to increase access to opportunity for the City’s disadvantaged
communities including, but not limited to, supporting legislation and grants that
facilitate youth, at-risk youth, foster youth, disabled, veteran, and ex-offender
educational and employment opportunities.

Support legislative and regulatory measures that provide incentives for the
development and utilization of a locally based skilled and trained workforce on
projects that use public funds or benefits.

Support efforts that would make healthcare and childcare more accessible and
affordable for San Diego’s workforce and residents.

Support efforts that would reduce the burden of student loan debt for San Diego’s
workforce and residents.

Support legislative and regulatory measures, and funding that bolster the childcare
industry.

Support legislative efforts for improved healthcare systems which improve
accessibility and reduce net cost to users.

Support measures that provide clarity as to the classification of employees and provide
a process for classification per recent judicial precedent.

Support measures that expand youth opportunity including early childhood education
K-12 extracurricular activities, youth diversion programs, mental health programs, and
work-based learning programs.



Page 33

11.

12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

Federal

1.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Support efforts to facilitate career advancement, with a focus on underserved and
immigrant populations, through job placement, rights protection, inclusive
recruitment, entrepreneurial training, financial literacy.

Advocate for increased funding through the CaliforniansForAll Youth Jobs Corps
program.

Support efforts to enhance labor standards and worker protections and benefits,
including those that promote Project Labor Agreements.

Support and advocate for the freedom to read and access materials with diverse points
of view.

Support policies and funding for workforce development for water, wastewater, and
storm water jobs.

Support efforts to implement an alternative methodology for setting state childcare
subsidy rates, to increase provider reimbursement rates to better align with the cost of
care.

Support funding and initiatives for local universities, colleges, and technical trade
education facilities to strengthen and expand career technical education and
technology-based career centers.

Oppose efforts to roll back existing protections for workers on projects that use public
funds or benefits.

Support efforts to attract and retain green collar jobs and provide workforce training in
renewable energy, energy efficiency, green building, and other related fields.

Support initiatives to facilitate youth, at-risk youth, veteran, and ex-offender
educational and employment opportunities, and improve the City’s disadvantaged
communities.

Support additional resources for higher education through National Institutes of Health
and National Science Foundation Grants.

Support reauthorization of the Higher Education Act of 1965 and support the Federal
Student Loan Refinancing Proposals.

Support policies and legislation that continue funding the EB-5 Immigrant Investor
Program to stimulate the economy.

Support efforts of the New American Workforce Partnership in the naturalization
process.

Support efforts to raise the federal minimum wage.

Support efforts that would make healthcare and childcare more accessible and
affordable for San Diego’s workforce and residents.

Support efforts that would reduce the burden of student loan debt for San Diego’s
workforce and residents.

Support legislative and regulatory measures, and funding that bolster the childcare
industry.

Support federal legislation that enhances efforts of the Workforce Innovation &
Opportunity Act (WIOA).

Support measures that reduce barriers to employment, including aligning federal fair
employment laws with California’s, and furthering diverse workforce representation.
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15. Support efforts to facilitate career advancement, with a focus on underserved and
immigrant populations, through job placement, rights protection, inclusive
recruitment, entrepreneurial training, financial literacy.

16. Support efforts to enhance labor standards and worker protections and benefits,
including those that promote Project Labor Agreements.

17. Support policies and funding for workforce development for water, wastewater, and
storm water jobs.

18.  Support federal efforts to approve an alternative methodology for setting
reimbursement rates, informed by the cost of providing care services.

19. Support protections for the rights of all workers to organize and collectively bargain
free from interference, and updates to workplace regulations to ensure impactful
penalties for violations of such protections.

20. Support full funding for enforcement of workplace protections by regulatory agencies
such as the Occupational Safety and Health Administration and National Labor
Relations Board.

21. Support the repeal of the Labor Management Relations Act of 1947, also known as the
Taft-Hartley Act.

22. Support aggressive anti-trust enforcement to prevent harm to workers and consumers.

23. Support legislative and administrative action to ensure jobs provide a living wage.

24. Support the elimination of subminimum wages, including the tipped wage when below
the minimum wage.

25. Support updates to federal law to allow public entities to utilize chard check neutrality
requirements when appropriate.

Walter J. Bishop

Director of Government Affairs



