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What amenities do you 
want more of in your 
public park? 
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What types of amenities would enhance existing parks 
and recreation in the University Community over the 
next 20 years?



WHAT WE’VE HEARD
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 Need for park connections

 Need for natural areas (areas left for nature)

 Need for non-programmed areas

 Need for additional park space
o Rose Canyon Overlook Parks

 Need for dog parks, play areas, and areas to relax 

and recreate (picnic areas, benches, etc.)



PARKS MASTER PLAN OVERVIEW



PARKS MASTER PLAN
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 Adopted in Summer 2021

 New paradigm for park planning

 The Parks Master Plan can be found on the 
Parks and Recreation website 
 https://www.sandiego.gov/park-and-

recreation/general-info/documents



PARKS MASTER PLAN
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 What? – Long range policy document to guide 
the development of population-based parks 
citywide

 Why? – An update to the 1956 Parks Master Plan 
was called for in the 2008 General Plan. 

What? Why? 



Standard and Goals

 100 points of recreational value per 1000 people
 100 acres of new population-based parkland in 10 

years 
 10-minute walk & roll to a local recreational 

opportunity
 20-minute bike ride to a local recreational 

opportunity or regional park
 30-minute transit ride to a regional park, beach, 

recreation center, or aquatic complex



Appendices

planuniversity.org   |   11

 App. A – City of San Diego Existing Parks and 
Recreation Facilities

 App. B – City of San Diego Walk Access to Existing 
Parks

 App. C – Parks and Recreation Facility Typology

 App. D – Recreation Value Park Scoring Matrix
 App. E – Park Scoring of Sample Community Plan 

Areas

 App. F – Designated Historical Resources within 
Parks 

 App. G – Potential Park Opportunities in 
Communities of Concern



Park Typologies
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Archetypal kiosk at Trailhead Pocket Park

New Typologies
 Trailhead Pocket 

Park
 Linear Parks



Mini Park - Existing

Under existing standard, 
proposed park serves
1,050 residents

 Existing acreage =2.3



Mini Park – Proposed 

Under new standard, 
proposed park serves
1,820 residents

 More residents served 

 Increased amenities 

 Park more activated  



Park Standard 

100 Park Points per 1,000
• Parks accrue points based on their features within established 

point categories related to park size, recreation opportunities, 
access, and activations  

• Point categories include 
• Nature exploration areas
• Sports lighting 
• Restrooms
• Connection to class 1 or cycle track 
• Integrated with transit
• Shorelines
• Trails and trailheads 

Recreation Center and Aquatic Complexes 
• Current standard remain in place 

• 17,000 SF of recreation center per 25,000 people
• 1 aquatic complex per 50,000 people 



EXISTING COMMUNITY & 
NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS



UNIVERSITY 
COMMUNITY PARKS



EXISTING PARKS POINTS
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Name Park Type Points
Nobel Athletic Community Park Community Park 745.5
Doyle Community Park Community Park 637
Standley Community Park Community Park 451.5
University Village Neighborhood Park Neighborhood Park 84
University Gardens Neighborhood Park Neighborhood Park 231
Marcy Neighborhood Park Neighborhood Park 133
Weiss Mandell Eastgate Joint- Use Park Neighborhood Park 147
Villa La Jolla Neighborhood Park Neighborhood Park 140
Eastgate Mini Park #1 Mini Park 6.12
Eastgate Mini Park #2 Mini Park 2.62

*not all parks shown – approximate points calculated



FUTURE PARKS
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Current Population (2020)
 74,511

Required Park Points (2020)
 7,451

Current Park Points
 3,305

 Existing Park Deficit
 (4,145)

Recreation center: 46,660 SF
Aquatic complexes: 2

 Future Population Estimate
 ~108,000 to 145,000

 Future Park Needs Estimate
 ~10,800 to 14,500

Aquatic Complexes Estimate
 Total Required ~1.49 
 ~.51 surplus

Recreation Centers Estimate 
 Total required ~85,680 
 ~(39.020) SF



NORTH UNIVERSITY
PARKS/PUBLIC SPACE 
OPPORTUNITIES



An Updated Community Plan will provide guidance on how to 
achieve better places with new development
Goal will be to not only provide new buildings, but make the 

spaces in between better
Begin to see public spaces as a coordinated system for the 

community rather than insulated places

URBAN PLACEMAKING 



BETTER GUIDANCE



INTEGRATED CONNECTIONS
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EXECUTIVE DRIVE 
PROMENADE



URBAN GREENING
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FORMALIZING INFORMAL 
SPACES
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INTEGRATING 
RECREATION ASSETS 
WITH HOUSING
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CREATIVE USE OF SPACES



BMP / STORMWATER 
CONVEYANCE



EASTGATE MINI PARK #2

Park Type: Mini Park



Regents North
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N



SOUTH UNIVERSITY CITY
PARKS/PUBLIC SPACE 
OPPORTUNITIES



Regents South
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Governor Linear Park
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Governor 
Linear Park



NATURE PLAY AMENITIES
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OPEN SPACE 
OVERLOOKS
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STANDLEY 
COMMUNITY PARK

Park Type: Community Park



UNIVERSITY VILLAGE
NEIGHBORHOOD PARK

Park Type: Neighborhood Park



DISCUSSION
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What opportunities can you identify 
to add more recreation points into 
the community?
• Improvements at existing parks
• Creative new park ideas



NEXT STEPS (Tentative) 

June

Incentive Program 
Options

July
Preferred Scenario 

and Alternatives 
Discussion

August

TBD

Planning Commission 
Workshop

Fall

First Draft Plan 
Release
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