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Interpretive sighs enhance the Balboa Park visitor experience. ..
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Administration Building
This is the first building constructed in Balboa Park by the Panama- - g
California Exposition Corporation. Located just outside the west . .
entrance to the exposition, it was to be a temporary building serving as °
headquarters for planning, administration, reception of dignitaries and > ex a I n I n a rc I t e ct u re a n
official exposition functions. )

Built of brick, cement and wood, the building was constructed between
November 1911 and March 1912. Interior space was gained by step-

ping the three-story build:;\g dorzége c;nlyun side‘.’ 'l'I i;imple multi- . . .
windowed facade originally included a balcony and elaborate ornamen-
tation over the doorway mynsislem with Spanish Colonial theme of the > I d e nt I fyl n g p e O p I e w h O m a d e t h e p a r k

[ ]

San Diego Museum of Man next door.

> providing historical context,

Final architectural plans for the Administration BuildinF were developed
by Carlton Winslow (1870-1936) under the direction of lead exposition
architect Bertram Goodhue (1869-1924). At the close of the Panama-
California Exposition, this building housed the San Diego Park and
Recreation Department. It was among the many Balboa Park bui(di':\fs
[}

requisitioned by the United States Navy during both World War | at
When the military vacated Balboa Park in 1946, the Administration
Building was not reassigned for civilian use. Recommended for demoli-
tion, the deteriorating building gained protection in 1976 when listed
with nearby Balboa Park structures on the National Register of Historic
Places.
The building currently provides office space for the San Diego Museum
of Man which raised private funds to completely renovate the building
before occupying it in 1990.
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Palisades buildings lack interpretive signs.

The Balboa Park Committee of 100 will create content and oversee the
fabrication and installation of signs for buildings currently home to:

Automotive Museum
Municipal Gym
Comic-Con Museum
Air and Space Museum
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ALL SIGNS WILL CONFORM TO CURRENT DESIGN STANDARDS



FIGURE 26 ®
1-SIDED HISTORICAL LANDMARK

The following freestanding sign is to be used to identify historical landmarks throughout the park. It
uses the historic seal and is for buildings or landmarks such as the organ pavilion that were created
for the Exposition.

NOTES

The following sign has a unique pole due to the location being within the historical area of the park and
the requirements specified within in the Masterpian. Sign to be 3" thick and manufactured of painted
aluminum with a 60° arch top and 1-1/2" radius bottom corners.
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BALBOA PARK SIGN MANUAL UPDATE

ADOPTED @F THME DALDOA PARK CONNITTEIE ON
SIPTINEER =TH 20Wm

All signage 10 have below grade cencrete foundation engineered by sign fabricator

EXAMPLE:
[ ]
7/ Front Elevation (Mariner)

(Wrscoe e Kate O. Sessions Cactus Garden
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SIGN LOCATIONS

Comic-Con, Gym, Air & Space, Auto Museum



UDGS

united design group The Balboa Committee of 100
1649 El Prado, Suite 2
San Diego, CA 92101 USA

DATE 06/30/2025

Sign type (A) Balboa Park directional informational signage
Design, manufacture and supply (3) Non-illuminated directional informational
signs per UDG supplied design and manufacturing processes.

EXPIRATION DATE 07/30/2025
SUBTOTAL S 24,540.00

TAX S 1,599.60
TOTAL $ 26,139.60



