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August xx, 2025 
 
202 C Street, 11th Floor 
San Diego, CA 92101  
Transmitted via email:  MayorToddGloria@sandiego.gov 
 
Dear Honorable Mayor Todd Gloria, 
 
Subject:  Requirement for La Jolla Shores Planned District Advisory Board Project Review 
 
We appreciate Development Services Department’s (DSD’s) efforts to make sure that projects within the 
La Jolla Planned District are referred to the La Jolla Shores Planned District Advisory Board (LJSPDAB) 
for review by the public and the LJSPDAB.  During non-agenda public comment at our June 18, 2025 
meeting, members of the public brought to the LJSPDAB’s attention a project that apparently circumvent-
ed the LJSPDAB review process.  In particular, a project at 7741/7743 Lookout Drive was approved with a 
Process One decision. 
 
San Diego Municipal Code (SDMC) §1510.0201 requires that all projects within the La Jolla Shores 
Planned District (LJSPD) have a Process 3 Site Development Permit unless the project is found to be 
“minor in scope.”   If a project is determined to be minor in scope, only then can it be approved as a Pro-
cess One decision.  The parameters for “minor in scope” are detailed in DSD Information Bulletin 621 and 
the SDMC.  The LJSPDAB provides project recommendations to the City Manager (DSD) on all projects, 
including determining whether or not a project can be considered “minor in scope.”  The LJSPDAB made 
no such determination for the Lookout Drive project. 
 
The project at 7741/7743 Lookout Drive was approved with a Process One decision with Staff citing 
SDMC §151.0401 (b) as the reason a ministerial permit was issued.  §151.0401 (b) [See Attachment 1] 
says that in order for an ADU approval to be a Process One in a Planned District, it must be permitted as 
a limited or conditional use in the specific Planned District Ordinance, or called out in the Table 131-04B 
as a Limited Use. 
 
ADU’s are not specified as a Limited or Conditional Use in the La Jolla Shores Planned District  
Ordinance and are not a limited use in the LJSPD-SF zone [LJSPD-SF Zone is not in Table 131-04B or  
its footnotes].  Therefore, the project does not qualify for an automatic Process One Decision.  A Process 
Three LJSPD permit is required unless the project is determined by the LJSPDAB to be “minor in scope.”  
The LJSPDAB did not have the opportunity to consider whether the Lookout Drive was a minor project, 
because it was not referred to us.  
 
LJSPDAB agrees with the concern raised by the neighbors that the scope of the project should have 
required a Process Two Coastal  Development Permit because it was not exempted by SDMC 
126.0704(a)(9) as detailed in Attachment 2.  
 
The LJSPDAB wants to know why this project did not come for review by our Board and the public prior to 
the issuance of a ministerial permit.  We also respectfully request that Staff review the process for 
identifying projects that by ordinance require review and recommendation by the LJSPDAB to prevent 
future oversights. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Jane Potter  
Chair, La Jolla Shores Planned District Advisory Board  
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Attachments:  
 

1. SDMC Code Sections  
2. Email from A.J. Remen  

 
 
cc: LJSPDAB Members and Support Staff  
 Elyse Lowe, DSD Director  
 Council President Joe LaCava  
 A. J. Remen  
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ATTACHMENT 1 
SDMC Code Sections 

 
 §151.0401 (b) states: 

The permit process for a separately regulated use shall be determined in accordance with 
applicable planned district use regulations, with the exception of the following uses, which shall be 
permitted as a Process One construction permit in all planned district zones that permit the use 
as either a limited or conditional use... in accordance with the regulations in Section 
141.0302.  [Emphasis added] 
 

§141.0302 
 ADUs are permitted in all zones allowing residential uses, and JADUs are permitted in all Single 
Dwelling Unit Zones by-right as a limited use decided in accordance with Process One, indicated 
with an “L” in the Use Regulations Tables (Table 131-04B) in Chapter 13, Article 1 (Base Zones).  
See Attachment 1. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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