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City Council Meeting of July 29, 2025
Item 105 - Two Actions:

1. Declare City-owned real property within
Mission Bay Park “surplus land” pursuant
to California Government Code sections
54220-54234.

[
overVIew 2. Waive the requirement in Council Policy

700-10 that “surplus land” be circulated for
review by City Departments.

City Council voted to continue this matter
until after the Mission Bay Park Committee
can review the proposal.
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Mission Bay Park Overview

Mission Bay Park was formally dedicated as a public park in 1962 to be held in
perpetuity for the benefit and enjoyment of the people of the City of San Diego per
Ordinance O-8628.

Charter Section 55: Dedicated parkland may not be used for any purposes other
than park, recreation, or cemetery purposes.

Charter Section 55.1: Limits land leases to 25% of the total dedicated land area in
the park and water leases to 6.5% of the total dedicated water area of the park.

Council Policy 700-08: Provides guidance for leasing property within Mission Bay
Park.

A wide variety of leases provide recreational services throughout the park. These
services are set forth by the Mission Bay Park Master Plan.
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Site Locations - Mission Bay Park
Council District 2
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Site Locations - Mission Bay Park
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Site Locations - Mission Bay Park
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Surplus Land Act - California State Law

Surplus Land Act (SLA):

e Defines Surplus Land as land that is no longer needed for municipal use,
meaning that the land is not needed for current or future City operations
such as offices, fleet, etc. The City is not required to sell or lease its land.

e Governs how local agencies, such as the City of San Diego, dispose of its
land.

e Gives certain entities priority for affordable housing, parks and recreation
and open space use when agency-owned land is sold or leased.
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Surplus Land Act - California State Law

SLA defines disposition as:
® Selling surplus land (fee simple sale),

® Entering a lease for surplus land for a term longer than 15 years, including lease
extensions and renewals,

® Requires City Council approval.

SLA Revisions (State law has tightened requirements).

® Revised by the state in 2020 to include leased properties with leases exceeding 5 years.
® Prior to 2020, it was only applied to land sales.

® Further clarified in 2024 that a disposition of surplus land includes a sale AND leases
over 15 years.
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Surplus Land Act Compliance

Next steps
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Surplus Land Act Compliance
Notice of Availability (“NOA"”) Continued...

The following would be required to allow affordable housing on the park properties:

* Two-thirds vote of the electorate as required by Charter Section 55 for dedicated
parkland.

* All permits, land use approvals, and environmental clearances necessary to
complete a proposed project, including:

= Completion of discretionary and legislative land use amendment processes,
including amendments to Mission Bay Park Master Plan and General Plan.

= Approvals from Planning Commission and the California Coastal Commission.
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Surplus Land Act Compliance
Notice of Availability (“NOA”) Continued...

This intent is to declare the Properties to be surplus land to remain in compliance with
state law.

If the City disposes of land -- including a long-term lease and becomes in violation of
the SLA -- the City would be liable for 30% of the applicable value of the land for the
first offense and the penalty grows from there.

Any future leases related to the Properties will be brought forward for public input and

consideration under separate community input and approvals and City Council actions.
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Should the
Mission Bay
Park Committee

recommend
that the City
Council:
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1.

Declare the three City-owned real
properties within Mission Bay Park,
San Diego, CA as “surplus land”
pursuant to California Government
Code sections 54220-54234, and

Waive the requirement in Council
Policy 700-10 that “surplus land” be
circulated for review by City
Departments to determine if there
is @ municipal use for the land prior
to any disposition of the land?
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