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The City of San Diego has completed the University Avenue Complete Street project in City 
Heights. This project featured modifications to University Avenue between Fairmount Avenue and 
Euclid Avenue to improve travel for all users. These improvements make walking, biking and 
driving safer, encourage healthy and active transportation, and build a strong and more 
connected community. The project featured several major improvements, including: 
 
���Roundabouts 

• What are roundabouts? 
o A roundabout is an intersection 

where traffic travels around a 
central island in a counterclockwise 
direction. 

• Why do roundabouts matter? 
o Prevents deadly crashes by slowing 

vehicle speeds. 
o Improves traffic flow compared to 

stop signs or signals. 
o Makes it easier for pedestrians to 

cross one direction of traffic at a 
time. 

• Tip for drivers 
o Slow down as when approaching 

the intersection. 
o Yield to vehicles, bicyclists and 

pedestrians already in the 
roundabout. 

o Watch for signs and pavement 
markings. 

o Enter the roundabout if the gap in 
traffic is sufficient. 

o If the intended exit is missed, 
continue around the roundabout 
until reaching it again to exit safely. 

• Tip for pedestrians 
o Cross only at marked crosswalks. 
o Look and listen for approaching traffic. 
o Use the median island. 

 
For additional information on roundabouts, scan the QR code. 
 

 
 
 

(SEE OTHER SIDE FOR ADDITIONAL INFO) 
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������������������Sidewalk Bulb-Outs (Curb Extensions) 
• What are sidewalk bulb-outs, also known 

as curb extensions? 
o A sidewalk bulb-out, or curb extension, is a 

sidewalk that extends into the street at a 
corner or mid-block crossing. 

• Why do sidewalk bulb-outs/curb 
extensions matter? 
o Shortens the crossing distance for 

pedestrians and bicyclists. 
o Improves visibility for both drivers and 

pedestrians at crossings. 
o Creates safer intersections due to slow-turning vehicles. 

• Tip for drivers 
o Be alert, bulb-outs/curb extensions mean pedestrians may be crossing. 

• Tip for pedestrians 
o Cross only at marked crosswalks. 
o Look and listen for approaching traffic. 

 

 
 

������High-Intensity Activated Crosswalks (HAWK Signals) 
• What are High-Intensity Activated Crosswalks, also known 

as HAWK signals? 
o A High-Intensity Activated Crosswalk, or HAWK signal, is a 

pedestrian-activated traffic signal installed at mid-block 
crossings. 

• Why do HAWK signals matter? 
o Provides safe pedestrian crossings on busy streets where 

full traffic signals are not required. 
• How do they work? 

o 1) Flashing yellow warns drivers to proceed with 
caution. Drivers should slow down and be alert, but 
do not need to stop. 

o 2) Solid yellow warns drivers that the light is about to 
turn red and they should prepare to stop when it is 
safe to do so. 

o 3) Solid red means drivers must stop and wait while 
pedestrians are allowed to cross. 

o 4) Flashing red means drivers should stop, but may 
proceed once the crosswalk is clear. 

1 

2 

4 

3 


